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Seder: Sphttmg of Songs
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. We divide tiallei inic two parts on Pesach The first fwo chapters
are recited before the meal, and the rest is recited after Bircas

ﬂaMazon Why? e ) o -
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rsghze;that "they@re;no't é'étui' allelin the: regular sende. at all. Rather T G
they are a continuation of the tellir 0 ._the story' Thus; they are lncluded » » S - e -
within the stage that is called Maggui 2 i ‘ N _ O .
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We might suggest that the first haii of the Seder focuses on the
xndus from Egypt, and the second half focuses on the ultimate:

Redemption.
Before Bircas HaMazon, we tell the story of the Exodus in Maggid,

ve_eat matzah and maror to commemorate various aspects of the

gdemption. The first two chapiers of Hallel are recited during th

of the Seder because they also foci:s 11 e Exodus. The i o

. chapter (Tehillim 113}, “Give praise, O servants of Hash Corre-
~.sponds to the verse, “For Bnei Yisrael are servanis to Me, iney are My

servants, whom I have taken out of the land of Egypt’ ( Vayikra 25:55).
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The second chapter (Tehillim 114) obviously focuses on the Exodus; A

it begins with the words, 7When Israel went forth from Egypt.”

~ From Bircas HaMazon, our attention shifts to the long-awaited
_redemption from our current exile. We pray, “Pour Your wrath upon
..the nations,” and then.proceed to the second half of Hallel, which
“.also relates to the ultimate Redemption, as evidenced by the refer-
" ences to the future: “Not for our sake, O Lord; not for our sake, but

for Your Name's sake give glory”; “Hashem Who has remembered
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-us will bless —.He will bless the House df Israel”; “I loyg Him, for
Hashem hears my voice, my supplications,” and so on.

o WeAcan attribute this distinction to Yerushalmi (Megillah 2:1),
which explains the focus of the vérsés in Hallel as follows: “When

{zrael went forth from Egypt"” refers to the past; “Not for our sake”

refers ic the presentigeneratibns; “l have loved Hashem, for He.

heary the voice of my supplications” refers to the era of Mashiach; - -

“Bind the festival offering with cords” refers to the days of Gog and
Magog; “You are my 5od, and [ shall thank You" refers to Days to
Come.

WY ARER D1 A1 5V nwnb Yo
7027 LR7YT TR BRI .mamn
XMW w013 Shan nyp o nnn
Pom Xm Somt avwm X3 L,oTaAn 9y

e

+ p A2 mab  mon Rt ,Mpvonn %

©QMen nRey Yy Yoian nbmna ovhbnmy

YNbn X7 19y .oam by Y DN e

STV DNY (v ) DPR0DI 1PWITT RN2
S AN L vhy by prvw ond
Yonn nx PImuw wrR ouwxen
9977 0027 AR IR 7YY 091K
I8BR Yy YOy MY MR 1Im R

RITW YY1 DINA 12NOW b AR R
prB ,MEN 20% 1RRAY PR 137 1
X’RT ND°07 10 XMW Sbnn nvnn
e

'.n;xn *10% 7% 5509 nTInd arn A

("313°% vman wan)

1 RFmd ek ]

77 IR°AW 71 DY RN ,1IDODN NIYH
" 20 ATma MR mED LRIV run
' S Shnb  mminb_pavn uniRge
YoM ARTID 20 nphl 1nm mnRe®
RITT W02 ,07I8RN IWMIAR DROR 5y
M7 7 902,90 mrw o by 2301
RIT IPRD IMZY DX DMIXTD DIR 377 @
(s amn ‘om o) D772 ,DMI%0N RY®

0IX 270 M. M7 Yoa ,v7Aam and
R¥? MY R IPIRY MY DR MRS
BPOIRT WX BN T2 Y
73pn MY 7T 137 5V, own X0
<R IMYS LN T3y Y3 mI9T oA *
NPy NREM Ay DR TH3Ya hnx
A AP"HNR NONA BRT XIM] 1Mo
7931 ,[1NR RN DRI Y ,I000
D°2®N WK 0% DM NR W
DUIWNR, 1IRW 151 RIM L1191 DA
1YY 50 mama NNk R aReNn ow
DRI 030 Y OwI aRTIn_avn
TIDUOR TPINT RN LW AW 11D
VMR_OR3 PR IRy Ronb TRV,
DPHR 27N Y0 ARYIND ,DM3Rn W
017 9y gw Sw Yoan

4 2N
_UITR TR MDA 0TI e
nwy mys) NNZAD 18D QAP s

00% MBW xom mnm Y (73

To answer this question — and to ¢g#in a deeper understanding
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of these concluding paragraphs that servé as an introduction to
Hﬁ.—_we_hwi_ng_a_gnammaﬁcamnsistengy_m_the

first words of the shirah Bnei Yisrael sang at the Yam Suf.y

The shirah begins: 'n nxan MWD DX SN % 1Yo P I8, Then

Moshe and the Children of Israel chose to sing this song to HASHEM
(Shemos 15:1). '

e Why does the Torah use the word v, which is in future tense, to
. . . 5

- This grammatical issue prompts the Gemara (Sanhedrin 91b) to
cite this pasuk as one of the Biblical allusi chi, s

(revivification of the dead). The Torah is hinting to us that 1, in the
Future, vy, we will sing a song of praise to Hashem for bringing the

dead back to life.
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But this is.not the simple interpretation of the pasuk. Rashi, whe <

BTV

writes (Bereishis 3:8) that he focuses on explaining peshuto shel <  ° -7 : I8 DT ump ."?W /Lf
mikra (the simple interpretation of the verses), interprets the words =~~~ ‘ ) B kD -
v 8 _as fellows: we, then, when they saw the miracles of Kerias : { c
Yam Suf, the thought entered Mosh&’s heart that D, he should . » %
begin to sing shirah. . ' - '
The Maharal (Gur Aryeh on this Rashi) elaborates on Rashi's : . TINRY Tnm Y9N0 DR DR DIRY (D0t

comment, explaining that when a person’s heart is filled with elation, 2
‘he has a need to express his joy in words. The song that emerggslf
-{ from his mouth originates not from his brain, but from his heart, _
e Shirah, Rashi is teaching us, is not an act that exists in a A\’Iacuur'n.;;
itis a manifestation of underlying emotions that have been generated™ -
in_the heart. o

p8* 1ERY ,1avn Y9 Yy axTin

D031 MITIX 7710 13T AT 950
Hpvy AT PR IR DTN NRORO: WIRY
R Y900 nRcpa TTava Pty Lnn
XY mEy X OIPRD WD warw |

I T s s e e o Yy oanpw aba Ty [ osnn
l} , Npnn oen» YRIN 7OM X PWoYW
Similarly, wheri-a~person sings shirah, it's not a mere physical ~ M3 n7WRY 1378 D3 (AN S Tay

act of saying words; it's an e
in the heart. -

The sefer Bei Chiya suggests that this explains AWHy" the Gemara

xpression of the underlying emotions- 1o Ty 2 pom Shomn 1azpa 1
' ' ' 191 R Ay 19hhT nRM nng?

«(Arachin 11a) teaches that shirah must be recited over wine [On VR 1w ,DMIER DR R RN
. . . e - d B z : R <
all occasions in which we recite a blessing to praise Hashem — such NI NV 0 YV onnw wean o~

as Bircas Firusin at a wedding, Bircas Milah at a bris, or Kiddush on
.Shabbos and Yom Tou —we recite it over a cu

- Why is shirah assnciated with wine?
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~I The Gemara (Eiruvin 65g) states that when-wine enférééperson, L R 7 NP3 12 i ava "'7. ,3’
gecrets emerge. A person is ordinarily inhibited, and hides the T 117“7 e 1'7117: mﬂ R
emotions he feels in his heart. But when an intoxicated pérson loses ‘ oY YR oA oM¥n PIR 2L D
at least some inhibition, the “secrets” — i.e., the emotions that were SRY TINR KX WP IR TR am

hiding in his heart — bubble to the surface.

+Shirah and wine go together because they reveal a person’s
internal emotions.
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The Maharal explains that we recite berachos on mitzvos that '
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involve some activity, such as shaking a lulav or eating matzah. . . :
But the mitzvah of Sippur Y.etzias Mitzrayim is not about merely : - P"‘:’m
'performmg an action of saying the words of the Haggadah. The § ¥1 NIRRT HY
" point of this mitzvah is that as we recite the Haggadah, each Jew, TANRY P57 131,87 1 '
. in each generation, should feel that Hashem is granting him_or her L 12 1OT,70¥In PRI NRYI” FNID. N
j { freedom from Mitzrayim. The primary fulfiliment of this mitzvah is ) nnY [pY 03 pY DMISD MR P
' Qot in the words we say, but in the emotions we should be generating CL70MM AR DT - 1on SARY YTRY
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in our hearts.
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**  +But we give voice to those emotions as we introduce our praise of .
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Hashem.in Hallel with the words: n5%a w10 nY 1Isb N, et S .
us therefore, recite a.new song before Him! Halleluyah! - YIDY WK N nhwI ™MaTa N
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R Velvel Soloveitchik, the Rav of Brisk,” explains the matter by referring .
- us back to the pivotal point in Maggid where we say that a person must view
himself as if he came out of Egypt. The Haggadah then continues nmx 15
S5 i oo — therefore it is our duty to thank and to praise. The simple T o
meaning of thesg words is that tl'lle‘ obligation to say Hallel is a result of vieyv— > ; o
jing ourselves as'if we came out of Egypt. This,semns rather puzzling, for 7_nvmy W3 ana oviEnn WSV
here are many miracles that are commemorated with Hallel that do not re- P>
(;]\uire us to view ourselves as if the miracle happened to us. Why, then, do we
say that our obligation to say Hallel is based on viewing the miracle of the
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Exodus in this way? .
e~/ We are forced to conclude that the Hallel on this evening is not like any nagay 7 'nYID NYTAYR NTPRY? ATIa
other Hallel. On other occasions, the Hallel is said as a commemoration of DPN? 108 7Y 7apm 102 AR RIM A _
a miracle performed in a past generation. But there is another type of Hal- - . 12 oM ,22% 2107 ANBY TInn 17 73V /: o

lel, namely, the Hallel that is said in response to a miracle that has just XTp7 nRT? w3 Yhnn R W XN
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happened to us! It is this second type of Hallel that we are about to say, and -
that is why we introduce it with the word 7>8% — therefore, i.e., this Hallel .
ig a response to us viewing ourselves as experiencing the miracle of re- ‘ s

demption from Egypt. -
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This fundamental distinction has in fact been stated much earlier on. Rav Hai
; Ggon was asked what the reason is that we do not make a brachah before reciting g‘ .

Hallel on Seder night, as we do on all other occasions when we recite Hallek He
responded: “This Hallel is not said as a'recitation, but rather as a song” :
What is the meaning of these words? Isn’t Hallel always both a recitation
and a song? Rather, the Hallel that we say on other occasions is a recitation
to commemorate earlier miracles. The Hallel on this evening is a song that we.
sing in response to a miracle that we have just experienced — going out of
Egypt! - : -
We now understand how we can refer'to the nw of Hallel as o — new, and
‘ yet still refer to it as a song that we will sing using the future tense mxn — and
. ifeu/vill say. If we have succeeded in experfencing the Exodus as if it is happening
tous, then the Hallel that we are about to say has never been said before! It is this -
* new song over our recent redemption that we are about to sing now.
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<as5over cup during the recital of the plagucs visited upon
18u8gests that our gaiery is lessened because the redemption of Israel : -
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pour the wine to indicate that as we recall each plague, the cup of our
ﬂi emptier, for rcdcmptionfdmc to us through
_And 50 it is written: “Rejoice not when thing
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