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o T : Jay states. Vibe vorld e |
7 HE wISEovan \KUSH nasnANAH-178) states, “Ibe wila EEEN

. Qucﬂ;::lfat four times during the year: On IJe§a6h the worid is
judged regarding the produce of the earth; on Shavuos it is judged
regarding the fruits of the trees; on Rosh Hashanah all the in-
habitants of the world pass before Him like bnei maron, as it says
(Tekillim 17b), “He formed all of their hearts and understands all_

of their deeds;” and on Suk}c‘o"s“they_ayé“j»iidged regarding water.”

.

'\’ Le 3 e 1 Va _S ¢
he Mishnah relates that on Rosh HaShana all of mankind
pass before HaKadosh Baruch Hu “kivne: maron” (Rosh

HaShanah 16a). The Gemara gives thres explanations of
“bnei maron™ ’

L. All pass one by one as‘shecp before the sherhe: 1, each one
evaluated and accounted separately. ‘ ‘

2. All pass as those who ascend up the narrow path that leads to
Beis Maron, which allows only single-file ase;th.

3. All pass like soldiers in King David’s army, Wwho would parade
one by one before the commander to be reViewed and scruti-
nized.

The Gemara concludes that all are scrutinized ith one glance.
The commentators have struggled to explain thenecessity of three
Yifferent metaphors to explain a seemingly similar idea. Perhaps we
-n explain the three metaphors to connote that w - are judged from
three different perspectives and by three distinct c; iteria.
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The blood (D7) is the life-force ™
——F =V IS the lije-for

ese are the last two letfers of the word adam. And what 15
7 the first letter, the alef? In Hd >rew it Is written 5°%, which hintsy
to D% 5w 115N, the Master ok (he World. This tells us that when (-

the 07, the life-force, is (6m: wored to the X, Hashem — only then -

does the name adam, o7-x, beff ~ person.
Furthermore, it is writter .

And man became a livingbewzg (DN nows).s

n"yUn MY UKA

avw

Onkelos translates &r 18 as follows: the breath of God
. became in man “a spirit tha. speaks.” Regarding this the Zohar

comments:

Speaking holy words in pra "er and Torah... this is the reason
for being called “a spjrit thad-speaks.”

. L "?
¢ It comes out that the title of “living being” applies to man *

when he speaks in Torah and tefillah. Without this, he is not
adam. This is because speech \s connection. And connection with
Hashem, through speech in ¥ orah and tefillah, is what grants a

neraenn tha H4la ~£ .J_.
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In fact, this is also t':e go3! «f all the mitzvos. The rationale

behind all the mitzvos is tha the person who fulfills them will

# thereby think about Hashesm and be connected to Him. This is
along the lines of what the Ramban wrote in parashas Bo:

The intent of all the mitzNgg, §s that we should believe in our
God and thank Him for cr, ating us. 10

This is the ABCs of being a Jew. ‘

“You Are  Now let us consider the opposite of adarm.
Called Ostepsibly, the opposite of adam is something
Adam” that pesgessec life but is not a human being, i.e., an
animal. "The created world consists of mineral, veg-
etable, animal, and human forms. The mineral and vegetable
forms compose one group, while the animal and human forms -
compose another growmp. '
However, it is wllten, “You are my flock, the flock of My pasture,
you are adam.”" On  his Chazal comment, “You are called adam,
and the non-Tews ar@ nat rallad adaw, 712



This shows that :ven those who are ;(Bn the hurhan level are
not necessanly’ cons dered adam. Similarly, Avraham said to his

S .

You stay here with e donkey.

On which Chazal ~omment; “A people_ that regemble the
donkey. i i S

*ﬂ& persomcaf %a around in the world walking on twor }egs,

yet be not an adan fk a lonkey. ‘,
~  %Jhe degree to uhlch a person is dn adam is the degree

that he feels Hashem as'a true reality, a sxmple reahty that ISX
within his life and chose to him. To the extent that a person sees
ashem in this way and conducts himself accordingly, he is fit
to be called adam. k& needs to telate to Hashem as a Being that
ig actually here: “Bezuch Attah....” We speak to, Hashem in the
second person becaise He is actually here with us. This is the

oot of Yiddishkeit.
On Rosh Hasha}\xah when we are involved with building

#/dnm, we need to engage ourselves in Mctziring a real, live rela-
tionship with Hashem.

INDIVIDUAL JUDGMENT: THREE MZ™ APHORS,

THREE PERSPECTIVES

;AFUSE as we pre judged'as a shepherd inspecus Kis sheep. A shep-
herd inspects and,gounts his sheep for variot s reasons. First, he
avants to see if they are ajt present. Perhaps sone: have run away or

nqgﬁg)tally then perllaps p.aucmlly? How solid s our belief and Iafth?
How strong is our commitment to G-d and His Torah?

Second, the shepherd wants to see if the sheep are healthy or sick,
whole or blemished. Similarly, Hashem judges if we are fulfilling His
mitzvos and perfecting our middos, or if we are spiritually sickly and
blemished. : N
4 Finally, the shepherd wants to check if each Sheep bears his brand

d is identifiable as belonging to him. Similarly, G-d created the
world to be populated with human beings who bear Hi§ brand and
therefore testify to the existence of their Shepherd — “Man is pre-
cious, for he was created in G-d’s image” (Avos 3-14) ;Every human

eing is individually scrutinized as to how le this

rand is in their life — how well one has represented G-d’s image.

The Jew is called “tzon kedoshim” — holy sheep — who represent -

not only G-d’s existence but His holiness. We bear a special brand
that must bring honor and glory to the shepherd because we are His
clite flock. Each Jew is judged on how his conduct from the past

Lar reflects holintss and G-dliness as a member of the kmg om o”

Pn&b and the hch— nation.

P /Lnis aspc"tq»@ ‘pigment corresponds to the Mawm_yas prayets th"F

‘we say in the Rosh HaShanah mussaf— it is about how we measure
-up as subjects of G-d’s kingdom.

29,707 13 Yop Tonn vInne 1 man ab
DKY_IMOM 137 N> wmwa unann wy on
24700 700 799raw Tvmn Sw mavbya maon
AT BIMY 933 0P 1w Anynw by Wap

23373 A1, 15% 7R3 MwyYY hxta manan o7y

V7Y MR BPP Junns MY TR Jonn o3
:&1? i 53 By Mx pom am bwsn .momxa

T 0P R 7797 Xovw LAy 1InRe Yom
RO 2N IR wrynY 13 0w own XY
oY 757 Par AR vy b ox 0 PwW XY
NR TwERY T ox MM X9 B3 VY xn pn
' XY WX o3 wrp

f*!"ff‘ A ,‘"}”\J (

T AN0IM FYNR DY MMM Pmnm L
Iy 595 vPam ’ gpnwn RS o mben boa
ma%n PN Y 'm 2°32310 n'71; XOR 31 or

&

"~ . R -
1o men mwpan Y; axman o ‘79 i
22 %Y ®"1 IMD 0 231 10 XA IR 0
93 %y 13% mAn X" KW ank Ponm L TOIY
WA TME02 YD ahwn Yo Yy i pw
PIRT ARYDY TI0AT NPINR OR 1200 DWpAND -
93 %y 'm imdbn mnon cEm R AR T
JLDWRM PI IWY DDPRI MBommM) ARTPA
7902 112Y @°2W 87N 3N 121 27AY MY 18D
SR XY OX1,AYDNA NN P7YD OPR 0 o
T cmn
TR R AWM N0 D A1 NN
RPRTOT WRY OPP OT PwYn nbmn orp
PR 01373 95 v mw %33 R i
Y3 290 oMIANM AR™AN DYINND 179 ymzi'x?é*
09 DY WX AwYRI TIw  aYwn
“ATE Ren e Yo 0 0 mrnm Rentid 1
RIPXT X721 .WING OYWA ARMAT X033 DA
XY Axman Yow pewxna nwawa pn neTw :*
Y onawn noa P oL qwwd ROR ARy
Y92 @ 13 ,97ARY D IWWR AXMAN MR
MOYD WITM ARMAN MWIANT N2 Mwa v
: B
MRPT L7772 PITH VOWAT I NI T7EN
7Y ,ARMaR vITN oY XIAW D oYY 1 ovn
¢ oy abynb 7 w0 b Ny Y5 vowna ayd,
LU RIAN T munm TR o7 by’
(g’bx DY AXMAT M0 DY ohwn nm:i
1R L3I0 Yy "2ane avwaw i oxm wrn
PR OIRD 199N mman T amnn Yonw oond
23% oM ow Rma M P pewn a3 g3
DY 719133 DRR TN Y PR 19R PR nf'nw,\
XD IR _NRM230_mroyn mmand manenn o
YR 03,0 R Y nnmw ann MR WY md
QNbY /2 IV NNNRI ANTIRA X1 77703 onY PRy
RN MTO 57yT .00 LWHNT oW Y v
31 XA Yexs b wr oo xmanh o
TIYM TPON Y753 AR™MIAD VIO LD Y "wW
WX ,AXMIN YW nhYon mven Yo TN twr
Y3 (30 "Ye°) 97D XA onCRY on WY
JIRY AR PRI TR UMDY wa XN
VI IV OX (T VP ARMIAT MWINNND D7V
PPN 1Y DR XD OR 10NN WY D) m.‘g

\$> by X3 a17 7771 12 TIF PRI AT KT N
D3 R °n mYon pRY nMa pem obw RS
L 0w 0PI 0V K3 YY onam avin
SMPRb DN pn oR | PPN Axean Y9oa H
K7 7 7mrn. 10IRD DK abbInw R MrYyR
(811,330 npw) paw 1o nnan hya by
Q'23p2) nAWwn oWwww 2y onawn nk nuwb £,
Ty 17X IR DTN DTpBn KYmb omhy
033 IM3 13 1Y R 0D R orT M mnwn

<"1 oM

1107 °3nama MmISMIRI KRR 0M315 Tion
NAR 7177 00w Ton% »7Iw (27 anon) Amava
W 0MEY AwYM amby nnhs avamw 13
Wy P 12 mw2 MR Y ¥apy o
N 7RI DR AP N YW mRo¥am pwysn
A1 TIRT X2 Y7I0 DTN LAWY WX AR PR

.

-




!
L

Sl

vy hPeltabd 'm:'N "bw :ma: N1 K73 DMK, AMXYTINTIAYA I 9
MNXM2OTRA 1: b JINT WS IPIYY IV DR YN0D T KY
nxw—g NNWTM 20 I 0w MY 1T m mmﬂ«m. TN my
B T INRO 334 - 10777 330 N I, MV TN wiHn T

WY RT - KT RN, WA WRY YW 1Y NG00 KM W0 W

Wmm NYA DX 22 DY Xxm v Iy KhYmT Xowph v
5; AR PRSI0 BN 09WA MOD Bam ) wRY 9y 1 phr
LG5 1) T AT 92 7KDY 'mm

1

=8 V4 N
= ,\m(@ 3 MWwn WK1/ 07vm on v
v H K

- on

QWY 1Y DWW IR WR an mv‘m: nrown Yy mm'x‘; Moty 1w nwn

R R?1 DIAWI 1 ,WD) YT PR DWW et ooneTing 13°Pm DDDJW?)’J

. _m
XPR O2WN PRW MRN DR7 7R 72wn Mo 152 0ranti and Jan
LR WY OIR CPIRY QWD XOX LTI DT NI TR0 TWYR 12 ww mvayn

©TRIP 1 TR 1 0YIA [ WA 12 Ww Myl My weny TR R P9

'1?31}( X171 ‘(31 "D'1 271791 MPORNTT NETTIY TIAdm 1100 3'19"!'1?3'\ bkl ™
'?D anym 97 A7 N YWD T RN T L3 1977 YW 2y
1277 YWY Y O7Wn R ORNT L0 RY R NIV AV IDTT 00 IR

727WN 07 KT 797,00 009121 TR KT 191 37D R02NW YRIAWRN 11X W’Na /

— VJ"”W" ,aNmOWwn DIR 13 DY

DAAR 2% 37 TWN Y E3 T 2rwean by oraw 92 B TR

Y NTR AYT TA0R T DR O2ARW ORI LIIROA MA0RT XM et brn g

YN AN YPRD TN A2 MY RSN T NANR2 TNWR WD RIW TV TRD

r:: NIV P2 THN 12 W RIT AWK TR NIRD PUD NPT PIW 720K7

A SNREPIT 9T 9500 AW IV LA AT SR N oW 0 1

YD DM RID TR M I W oR bwo1aba mwpy avapn nang

U PIMAWT YW ,’T NIRD AXW DR W0 WD T Len P 0waw

oIwaw mm Y9 A 1 NATIRD TW_ XIT OCHWAT PPOYI 0N T NIIRI 00Iep®

JIn pan

DIW %D AW YY 07N AN0W AT XTI AN LAY WD XKW ] DR) 'r}

D32 @AW 1D T DR IRy 2wm aw b ’Y1 wv kY WR Y bama
PNV MpTwnn >12m 91u3 hmine ninn omawnn 2w O™ BT BN
MPDREM 13T B PR MZIRDM B O Trant TR PR o
55 panw T M e vhana bbo1 MP3R_PIVT DTN D3 ROR L NITION
QoY TRN DN DAVRRY DTN DANYNT NAARD PN Wnn ohwaw nn

QIWN_WRY R 2WY PISW R I LN 750 Nywa DRI D 1T

LT EDMIWEIT MDY BANTIS 15T ,07aT0 and 125, T R TR
JUPT MPT DTTn AR CTY Xanb amidl 130 Tab Xan ol
TWRY 1T DM OIRM2 DR MO D W WWR NIRRT 1Y 2wnd
W LD DPONT IY TN IR DTOTY 191 BY. WA TN DT Wbl
TNTRY NOW UKW KOX 10 oYM AW L YD mmwia 120 ww
wB1 WAY N P 133 K20 DR 101 IR o ‘7:& 1R ovm nndh
AT TS VP ORI DIAR] .PD° 99onT Y TN AW DY W1 nibinn

STPYR PR Y0 PR WO DR ¥IN KY OX RWMY IR W27 O7wmsi w abynk w

RTanil il whle e} 7Pt DR POIY WHR MY WHIT NYrTa RNy NMINanT m

rasmeby wmeany

mab YT/ 3

Or NIM,PWYn nYNn KT, mwn Wt Yw iy 9o vt NNRN
DTN T, [915K2 71792151 KM YW IWRT 0PWw] 1D DR NKa
(15,3 IMDK2) "B M YIRY - DN YV YW XT3 - 0OA YW N K
AITIWIN XY PIP01, NPT Y0 INTIR T HY PWRIT DTN YPpw XOX
5w oM Dy XA ,0TR YW Innaa mon A1 T K9
-.O"M2 MN25 1NXM22 07X YW 1TP5N 1Y 171 07N 1vma

DM T 1 I00RW 297D 1 TAYNA 1w A0 Y T naXa N

DOODY DI Py LR e RN uxt kfm*ta?r\, LeNDIA3E
DY YY - 710 Y01 0T Yen 90K YW i A KWW hnw.

.onb ovina
DY 9N - T WNTT DR DIy

WRT TN WINY DIND 7Y w993 ,mwh W Yw PV o ﬁg
TN NY2P21, 11X 1 - INKM23 PWRIT DT YW 077 WITR 0, mwn
WKRIT 0V M¥n mﬁ_,nn MP2T TN KK 19 AWK PRT o9
W TP AT ANOW WO, AWY XN KITW RO 0PN MY wh
NP 13 WY MY 135 190m3 MITSPR BPAM S (1 X 3 90 men

LR e

ADY VP12 RTWNA ITT 7 R NWAR 91T YD A RYT Ma 1e ¢

n&mm TWNN W L0NIWDIR WA PW ARIWN? X7 XURR A2WN7 P KA

,‘]’11‘1 BRm DANAA T R? WR 73wnm Ay T QUY? 777 i WOy

T2 o™nY onm T e oY :uymb THWN Wl N NvhAY Y DIT W

JTon o

7

1 Eevy b n nvabn BEY 1Ky YT oRw - 16

s b e vt Y ‘.“\357 A A SR A e

T YR MY X TIwE W YR MY KX m’bym*‘:ym
J"2pn MDY NIMDYM MM AN N 1 BN T2 VM2 W PR XM

Wmvn 9o IR Y3 Y ATapn X TYNTY 12 mNaT N

MAXY 09N WNXY DY 7PN DX TIRNY IT 0TI W AN am w-r’:zF

X1 O™Na 77man AT 2P0 ,0W 1Y ,"0PM2 DY AR Tenan
QT NIXN 1N, HWE WY DM 0PN mxg-rnnu;“

MAY 7y e pro )vm_‘fimzv‘w '\@tnl 3fot 1 P mn’»&
<23 WK O NRW) - Innw) nxpY m'yun-m piaiBate) ) YN
Q*m NNKA Y MWK DPYN 09X INKMA oYon N nbon &nw
nY2p MOM ,INMAT TIOY IV KW, DTRA YY 172p0 pYnnh nmabn 1y
T7ARR NOYN YW DWW IV 12 TN DWW NN 1Y D2 1D YW1, 07N0 e
\m.'m:x NI, DMNTRR MW Y0 RN AN NN YW 0N
Ralahi

CIITIN IN 2T 5P DTN DR N N5 - RN wNTT DR nTIny |‘+

IpM) TIW WA T - MK T TITY IR KR WS WRAT 150 0m
SIART WRA RT - IR T (09 1) NI NP (T MK KD WD 1
A9 NI DYWA PRW ANT MR X712 WK 0P R0 NYTN T
SW 19102 K12IW DTN, TN WIAW N30 1902 WD DPUTEY 1N
1K NN NN TN - VI NNYY I WK TR INNY,
DTN NN 0Ny NN MYYRY Mwn WRYT 9060 myn inm ,oen '1‘773 uj
,n’_'w 0T PAIRY PR TN - 0N Tnaa MXY NPTy W

8510 07N BPPYR 13 D’PAT BNNY,TA NIPAT TIX - 7N YW AT
arn

T392 71 PR DTN XK MV 1T MRADT AN A1 prmvad axan
JIV YT 9P DTN MW YYD WINNaY Y 1mn WK M v
TWRIT 01" NTDW IR KOX ,DPYR D90 N1 "IN Ry 1T Kem
ST YTA NI INTININ Y9IN Y2 NK - DT W Y9 NX YRTD nmyw
79w KUK T W NN AmNG i 0IRA wnnwi XY wynb mnw
A0 AuNY PRW YV MKY NI OW OTNT MY VWA T Ko
(n:w NNWAW ™13, 1N NN wn X phnon }N‘?'V‘?"l XN1Mynx




A second facet of qur ju,_‘ ment is that Hashem evaluates the

progress we ha made in‘the past year compared to our level in the
previous year. Even if we have been faithful representatives of G- d

in the previous year, this is not enough. A Jew must constantly seck

(\.J higher and hlgher levels of perfection. He must be dyl"férnu; and not

stagnant It says, “Precious are the Jewish people, for they ate callcd

“banim’ to Hashem™ (Devarim 14:1; Avos 3:14). Aside from mcan—

ing “children,” banim can also mean “builders” — who constantlyf -

a,dvance and progress. If our status in the pasg year has not shown
‘growth and improvement, we will be found lacking no matter how
lofty our status is; "

- Thus we are judged individually — as those ascending the Eath in
¢ file to Beis Maron — on how much we have astnded over the
previous year. This aspect of judgment corresponds to Zichronas— the
present viewed against the backdrop of rcmembrances of'the past.
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sCJgémgemlg aﬁdlfﬁcult thing. If you ¢ dsk most American rab- :
banim, even in the best of congregations, to identify the
most serious problem they face with their congregants, most
will tell you that it is gefting. people to accept changes. After
all, they learn Daf Yomi, send their children to the finest
schools and come to shul three times. a _day. What more
-could you possibly want from them? They just want to be
left alone.

Most people are guilty of an extremely serious sin which
~the Torah (Devarim 29:18) describes as, “Shalom yihyeh Ii
ki beshrirus libi eilech.” Loosely, translated, it means, “I'm
flne Leave me alone.” The Chazon Ish calls someone who
dlsplays thlS attltude a bemom beshitah, a person who delib-
erately chooses to be mediocre as a matter of principle. But
life is not llke that There is no stanqu still in life, not when

it comes to ruchnius.

Yaakov Avinu told us, “Behold, the ladder is standing on
the ground and its top reaches :ato. the heavens.” The com-
mentators see in Yhese werds that lzfe\,ya like a ladder. Fither
you go up, or ycu go dow \:'obi aever remain stagnant,

P Perhaps we can give this arTogy m
twist. Life is actually like an escalator. A down escalator. Our
mission in life is to get to the top. If we walk up slowly, we
will be carried down by the motion of the escalator. If we
walk up quickly, we will stay in more or less the same place,
since the down motion of the escalator and our own upward
motion would cancel each other out. If, however, we make
a tremendous effort to run up, we can overcome the down-
ward motion and reach the top. That is what life is all about
when it comes to matters of ruchnius. If you_ don’t make
an_effort, the .es,c,@_L‘@,.t,grp will_carry. you down. There is no
. & anding still in life. %

}W“l should be called Adam,” he replied very wisely,
“because | was taken from the earth [which is called
adamah].”

Where exactly did the Midrash see Adam’s great wisdom
in this response? How does the connection between Adam
and adamah reflect on the essence of the human being?

4 The Alter of Slobodka explains.that ag Adam, a human
being, is indeed essentially like the adamah, the ground. You
put things in the gr‘wm& a'h&fhev arow. You work. hoe. hll
fertilize, prune, harvest and piant again, That’s the nature of
the ground A human being is the same, His whole llfe is a

kcontlnuous cycle of effort and growth, a constant battle that
never ends. . \
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adam, we need to engage ourselves in acquiring a real, live rela-
tionship with Hashem.

Coming

Yechezkel HaNavi describes for us the chayos
and Going

hakodesh. This is actually the topic called maaseh
merkavah and we should not delve into it deepl:
Nevertheless, “the Torah of Hashem is perfect,” and we can learr
something even on a simple level from what is written there.

In the mids® of describing the chayos hakodesh, Yechezkel
HaNavi says:

I saw... four chayos and this is their appearance: they have the
likeness of adam. Each one has four faces and four wings. Their
legs are a straight leg... and their faces and wings are separated
above.... and the chayos rush forward and back, like the appearance
of a flash of lightning.'®

The Ra:nbam ¢xplains' (unlike Rashi) that the wings and

. faces of the four chuyos are separated above, but connected be-
low. And each of the four chayos faces a different direction.

&L\ So it is with the “chayos” hakodesh as well. They have four
faces: man, bull, lion, eagle. Sometimes they face this way,
sometimes tha! way, sometimes over here and sometimes over
there When the chayah feels inspired it springs up toward the

highest heavens: “Like the sound of great w uters, like the voice of the
 Almighty.” But it can't ac’cually move away from its place. This
is the simple meaning of “The chayos rusi forward and back, like
the appearance of a flash of lightning.” They seem to be advancing

~ forward, but actually, they stay back wher= they are — the same

as they were before.

The above applies as well to a certain type of person.
A person like this, when Rosh Hashanah ar-
_ rives, surges upward: “Like & deer longs for springs
of water.” But when the Yamim Nora’im &re over, he dunks his
head into ‘the water. An alternative descripfion of such a person:
during the learning periods he is a masmid, but in between he
goes off in all sorts of directions. (There ar:: those who so divide
the day, and there are those who so divice the year.)
® Where is a person like this going? Where will he get to? No-
where. This is not a true adam. He may achieve a lot in learning
and be able to articulate good sevaros, but he has “four faces.” In
one face he is indeed an adam, but he has 3Jditional faces: that at of
abull, a lion, an eagle. Each face pulls hixa in a different direc-
tieq: “The chayos rush forward and back, like *he appearance of a flash
of\lzghtnzng ” Forward and back, forward afd back, but he doesn’t
*make real progress to anywhere. Why? Bedause he hds four faces.
\t—Le has the “likeness” of_r_t_z_dam, but the real adam he is not.

One Face
Is Adam
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The @ T osh Hashanah, Hashem doesn’t examine
]udgmentls} ' hetrer we havesthe “likeness” of aday, Every-
About Adam one | as the likeness of adam — everyone hears

« th $nofar and davens, everyone strengthens.
'hl&elf splntually q\ Rosh Hashanah, énd on Yom Kippur-
turns into an angel, an ‘it were. -

The judgment of Rosh-Hashanah is about how much nuch true
adam _each person %e$, not how much likeness of adam he has.
In other words, hov ‘much does he turn to his Creator? How
much is he “a spyrit that speaks” in Torah and tefillah? This is
the substance of an dam. But someone who puts half his time
into Torah and tefilla’, and half-into idle matters — this is not an
adgm at all. He has caly the likeness. of an adam.
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}f"nf‘lf w;:é"'ha\.}é;progregsed and grown in ar. exemplary
: uly represented the tzelem Elokim, the divine image,
there is yet one last aspect that is considered: Are e fulfilling our

. S . 1337 IMIRY AN AN ;"n’vwn Snp” 50 23nY 910 "R Tin”5w 1xnn
unique mission in life? Every Jew is blessed with abilities'and talents - L

3 mYawa 0PN [ RIY NN DMR DV AN PN MYy cmy

hat are dividely provided to him so that he can make his u;
contribution to thé workd. As soldiers wjith specific: missions and

tgsks, we are individually reviewed and scruttnized as to whether we/ -

re developing and realizing our unique personalities.
. = Rav Shraga Feivel Mendlowitz, 227, explain\'eduthe phrase ZM&?M/?
" ish upekudoso” from Zichronos — that each individual is’ j‘udgéd (in
addition to the quality of his actions) on his unique mission and
specific purpose in life. Who can be sure, he added, that he is traly

fulﬁ]ling his unique purpose and making his unique coutribution?
Precious is the Jew for he was given-access to the Tc;fah; the won-
drous implement with which the world was created” (Avos 3:14).
Every Jew has a unique share in the Torah and hence 1 share in
Fhe unique development of creation and of history. Thi: aspect of
judgment corresponds to Shofros — relating to the unique mission
M of Avraham and Yitzchak at the akeidd), and the call of :he shofar
that awakens each one to their unique purpose by awakening their
nique talents and capabilities,
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94 Moadei Hashanch — Rosh Hashanah

The third allegory is the s»idiers of the King David. Now,
soldiers don’t go to war like.a bunch of sheep walking in a
flock. Rather, each solder has Aspecific task that is assigned to
him. What he needs to do, his-function in the army, is clearly
~defined for him. This was particularly true of David’s soldiers,
who were valiant warriors and didn’t need to execute their mis-
sions in groups. They would b sent out individually, each with
-his own personal assignment.
~v Similarly, every Jew comest> the world to fulfill the particu-
lar task that Heaven decreed for him. if he is negligent in his
personal mission, he spoils the master plan.
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he judgriacnt does not conclude there. As the Gemara informs

us, although we are judged individually, we are also scrutinized

by Hashem collectively with one all-encompassing glance. The im-
lication is that in addition to being evaluated as to how we act as
individuals on the three aforementioned aspects, we are also assessed
as to how we function in the communal structure as members of

Klal Yisrael.

Y Everyone is a member of various communities — family, neigh-
borhood, shul, school, city, country, Klal Yisrael, and the world at
large. Even if we are exemplary individual sheep, we are further judged
as to how we perform as part of the flock. One hundred individual
sheep could not bring the distinction to the shepherd that a united
flock of a hundred sheep does. This is the aspect of kzhal — how we
.can unite to help form a collective unit that can perform mitzvos as a

1it and serve Hashem in numbers.

"

As far as our progress in elevation of the past year, we are also

evaluated as to how our individual growth affected those around us.
“This is the eidab aspect of the community. As the Malbim explains,

one ascends the steps that lead him onward and upward in his quest

for perfection, he must be cognizant to those ahead of him and those

@ behind him. He must serve as an inspiration and incentjve to thate
behind and as a support and encouragement to those ahead, acting
as a buffer to protect them from falling backward, encouraging them
and admiring them along the way.
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Finaﬂz’;f'st;‘;xeLS§ldier alone cannot win a war. Only as part of a total-

ity of an ai 1y, contributing his unique part biit working in harmony
*( with =l ¢k« other components, can he be produretive in contributing
*< ¥

toward the “¢tory. On Rosh HaShanah each~individ¥ml{§ Z:va.luated
and assesse 4 “st0 how successfully he developed his uméus _;talents
{Lctively he worked in harmomy with all the otherinique

»

and how a
membel. «f the ariny of Hashem, the #zihbur of Klal Yisrael. This is 4

the Yigtacl aspect of the klal. The Zohar pdints out that Yisr o is an

s Thus, everyonpe is judged on the essence of his “2i,” his petsonal
makeup. The word ans, “L” is spelled alef, nun, yud. 'Ihcf alef, nu-
merically one, represents the individual. The yud, numerically ten,
represents a minyan — the tz,i&bur, the community, And t}fe nun,

7 numerically fifty, represents the fifty gates of wisdom an'd purity that
are necessary to merge and join afindividual to the tzibbur.
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intense merit of the prayers of the prophet Elisha.

¥ Reb Sirchah Zissel used ¥ post a notice on the entrance ro the
almud Torah of Kelm on Rosh Chodesh Elul. It reminded those
who entered that the best Way to merit a good judgment was to be
a person who benefited and was needed by othefs. Then one's judg-
ment was not limited to his own meager merit, but had to t:ke into
consideration the merit of all whom he benefited and whe

on him.

The merit of being part of a zzibbur is immeasurable. Fav Chaim

himuelevitz, 227, related the story of how Elisha asked the “huna-

mis if perhaps he could speak to the king for her in appre sation

for her efforts on his behalf, The Zohar comments that it wes Rosh

HaShanah and the “king” Elisha referred to was none other t! an the

. King of the universe. Elisha offered to devote a portion of h's Rosh
HaShanah prayers to this woman’s needs, Yet how does the Shuna-

mis respond? “Besoch ami anochs yosheves” (Melachim 11 4:13) — 1

prefer not to be singled out, but rather to be viewed as part of the

klal, for the merit of the klal is immeasurable, even greater than the
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