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@ Our Mishnah stated:

Svna 13 TWRY 137 10K — RABBAN SHIMON BEN GAMUIEL SAID: -7
DYRIT BN IND MY porn DEErh Dt oy iy KD — ISRABL

HAD NO DAYS AS FESTIVE AS THE FIFTEENTH OF AV AND YOM
KIPPUR.
The Gemara agks:
oy by Kphws — Now, it is understandable that Yom
Kippur is considered an especially festive day, ma nxy own
g b — since it is a day of forgiveness and pardon, o
nisRT ninsd 19 pany — and also because it was the day on
1w, which the Sectnd Tablets of the Ten Cornmandments were
‘P given.™!  xw1 sxp 383 o Kb — However, what is:the
significance of the fifteenth of Av, that it should be chserved as a
festive day? = -~ e o .
Q The Gemara answers: =
Sy e T 37 K — Rav Yehudah said in the name of
Shmuel: 13 1Y X127 DY 1Y Bt — This was the day that
the tribes were permitted to intermarry.® -
The Gernara asks:

w7 K- What verse was interpreted to derive that the tribes

may henceforth intermarry?
The Gemara answers:
« nay by A’ vy T, — The Terah states: This
*is the law that HASHEM commanded to the daughiers of
~¥ Trelaphehad. The Gemara interprets:  Am3 Km K% M 139

my ra K% — This law, which regulates the marriages of women .

who have inherited property, applies only to this generation.!!

b The Geinara offers another exprananon for the festive nature of
the fifteenth of Av:08 .
19T 31 K 9P 371 My — Rav Yosef said in the name of Rav
Nachman: 733 xia% 103 vaw g o — The fifteenth of
Av was the day that the tribe of Benjamin was permitted to
marry into the congregation of Israel, "N — as it says:
e w1k gan uax kb noyma yawy SR W),
R — And eachjgraeliteswore in Mitzpah, saying: Noman
from among us shill give his daughter to Benjamin for «
wife, 18! 2

The Gemara asks: )
w1y IRp — What verse was interpreted as implying permission
for subsequent generations to offer their children in marriage to
members of the tribe of Benjamin?

The Gemara answers: e
29 my — Rav said: ~wmm, -~ The oathtakérs had said -
specifically, From among us, implying: 1% K%) — but not
from among our children.t” .

C The Gemara offers a third explanation:
179 921 MK TN 92 13 A3 (mK) - Rabbiah bar bar Chana
(said) in the name of Rav Yochanan: 37 'n» 12 yb3w v —
The fifteenth of Av was the day on which those destined to die
in the wilderness finished dying™ w =mx1 — For Mar
said:  n3m b3 DY T — So long as those destined to die
in the wilderness were not finished dying, ny W7 my &b
myw ~ there was no Divine communication with Moses.tst

oxw — For it is stated:®  anbmm wik-by mn-wgsm v, -
Q8 1M ... nmb — And if was when all the men of
war ceased dying ... HASHEM spoke fo me ...

me, (21

& A fourth explanation for the day’s festive, nature is offered:
-

R b et e T e < 20 — '

g xow — Ullasaid:  nwtotan nox 12 vin Sevaw ob — The
fifteenth of Av is the day that Hoshea ben Elah removed the
sentries: iwrnr_l by vy 13 oyay 2wy — that Yaravam ben
Nevat"had stationed on the roads leading to Jerusalem
531% St o1 K59 — to prevent Jews from ascending to the
Holy Temple on the pilgrimage festivals, 18Ry ~ And at that
time [Hoshea ben Elah] said: '

—

s
a1t ~ Only then was the Divine communication restored fo -

A

o L. The Mishnah said:

D L

T s Ay — Let them go up to worship whichever they
desire.

€. The Gemara advances another explanation:

1y 133 371 — Rav Masnah smd: m0ph 10 W ey or
- The fifteenth of Av was the day that the slain Jews of Bethar
were afforded burial® ‘iyny 54 %) ~ And Rav Masnah
said further on this topic:  H713pY 3 WD WY B inix —
On the same day the slain Jews of Bethar were afforded
burial, 3wy 3to7 Mo wgn - [the Sages] in Yavneh
instituted the fourth blessing of Grace after Meals, Who is good
and Who confers good. wvit Kby aivn ~ Who is good
commemorates that, miraculously, the bodies did not decay.
TR unY 3w ~ And Who confers gaed signifies that God
ultimately ordained that the bodies be afforded brial.

-~ The Gemara offers a sixth and final reason for the fegtive -
nature of the day: :
TR MIKT ot 27171 ~ Rabbah and Rav Yosef both said:

“ na7ynY oxy n1abn el by — The fifteenth of Av was the day
that they stopped felling trees for the Altar pyre.: (s .y —
As we learned in a Barmisa:d  mix Srun wywbs wy o R
ELIEZER THE GREAT SAID: 7@ Ana won 7203y 3463 iy rigngn
men = FROM THE FIFTEENTH OF AV AND ONWARD THE SUN'S
STRENGTH WANES, namnm? =¥y pnmia vy x% — and
thereafter THEY WOULD NOT FELL TREES FOR THE ALTAR PYRE,
™3 [ vh2 — SINCE the wdod WAS NOT sufficiently DRY.®
KW 37 N — Rav Menashya said:  23% nan on mb vpy ~

They therefore called [that day] the day of the axe's break-
ing.é! . P e

* The Mishnah said:
3 Doy NEa 1Y — .. FORON [110SE DAYS) THE MAIDENS OF
. JERUSALEM ete.t
The Gemara details the protocol for borrowing:
139115 — The Rabbis taughtin a Baraisa: nan nhxiw M n3

. bywy 3 — THE KING'S DAUGHTER!™ WQULD BORROW a white

garment FROM THE KOHEN GADOL'S DAUGHTER, who was of
slightly lower rank!™® [3o nzm 5113 J95 na — THE EOHEN
GADOL'S DAUGHTER would borrow FROM THE DEPUTY Kohen
Gadol’s!? DAUGHTER; Mpnbm miwn nan |39 n3t — AND THE
pEPUTY Kohen Gadol's DAUGHTER would borrow OM THE
DAUGHTER OF THE Kohen ANOINTED FOR BATTLE;*" . - W N
Pt J0 nan p0YR — AND THE DAUGHTER OF idE Koheh
ANOINTED FOR BATTLE would borrow FROM THE DAUGHTER OF AN
* ORDINARY KOHEN:; npa ity PoRiw 9571 531 — AND ALL other

"% JEWS WOULD BORROW FROM ONE ANOTHER.  Ni§ WWan? Kby ™13

9 yuxw m — This chain of borrowing was instituted SO THAT a poor,
girl WHO HAD NO beautiful clothirg of her own WQULD NOT BE
EMBARRASSED: o

panaa niam msy® 2E7@Y NU3 — THE MAIDENS OF ISRARL'S!
WOULD GO OUT AND DANCE IN THE VINEVARDS 3

g The tractate conclud with an allusi

| to the marital relation

ship of & spiritual nature that exists between God and the -

righteous of Israel:1 S
Y a1 g e K o = Ulla Birash said in the name

‘ ~Jbof R’ Elazar: wpvax? g niwy? sam 3 wign oy - In

the future the Holy One, Blessed is He, will make a cirele! of
all the righteous people, 11v 122 o3 3w xvmy - ad He
will sit among them, in the middle of the circle, in the (. _.enof
Eden; iygyxa m¥1n MR MK 59 - and eack and every
one will point with his finger toward Him, —mxjy - as it
says:®  mp 1oy wyneny 1h amp ny Y e K o ek,
“inywhy ) oy ¥ — He shall say on that day, “Behold!

X This is our God; we hoped.to Him and He saved us; this is

- HASHEM to Whom we hoped; let us exult and be gled in Hi
salvation.” ) o

o
+
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How can we sensitize ourselves to “ecognize good? One must first
accustom himself not to take anything for granted, to be grateful for
every small benefit one receives. N¢ vadays we are prone to expect
%ne hundred percent satisfaction, / mﬁﬁw
undred percent in any area, we fee! justified i in complaining.
The Midrash explains (Ezc/m/y Ki 7bah 3: 13) the verse in Ezt/mh
“What can a living person compla“ about, a humpan being for his
sins?” (Eichah 339). How can ~ne complain if he is alive? And if one
has to complain, it should be to be-0zn his own sins. Life itself is
sufficient grounds to be thankful. Ri <rgnizing t &.gift of life — that

for sustenance. But, when he is full anc satiated, he may feel smug
and self-sufficient and forget his deper Jence on, Bashem. The To-
rah explicitly warns us of this danger: * _est you eat and be satiated
and build good houses and settle in ti em...and your heart will be
haughty, and you will forget G-d who :nok you out of the land of
Egypt, from the house of bondage” (/ cvarim 8:12). Similarly, the
Torah warns us: “When the ]ewis_h,_p_e ple : grow fat, they will kick
and turn their backs on G-d” (ibid. 7:?). Therefore the Torah com-
‘manded us to acknowledge and appre. ar the Source and Cause of
our satisfaction.

An awareness and recognition o, " IaKadosh Baruch Hu is only
possible through an awareness and 1¢ - gnition of the good one re-
ceives in this world. Hakaras hatov s .~e most basic acknowlede-
ment that there is good that I have t :nefited from. Its opposite is
kefiyus tovah, literally, “covering over t 1e good,” failing to recognize
or acknowledge the benefit — failing o recognize the good. And if
one fails to recognize the benefits con rred on him by another hu-
man being, he will also fail to recogr ze the ultimate Source of all

good.
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Our Sages connect Pharaol’s failu e to acknowledee th
he received from Yosef to cknowledge the benefit

> his subsequ ent denial of the existence of

, do fomse[f:}:Anyone who fails to recognize the good that he re-
celves trom a human being will i the end d y H

ves fro ae end deny HaKadosh Baruch

_Hu (Midrash HaGadol, Shemaos 8)._It is understandable then why

the Sages describe Amalek as “kefuvei tovah bnei kefuyei tovah —

those who fail to recognize good a:d descendants of those who fail
to recognize good” (Zanchuma,

| Beshalach 25). The absolute evil of
‘Amalek and the rotal rebellion again:: HaKadesh Baruch Hu that
they represented is attributed to

. a lack in recognizing and acknowl-
edging good. S

not complain. To drive this lesson home, our Sages added a blessing,

- N - e . B T .
to bentching o remind us that instead of complaining if the food was
not exactly to our taste, we should be thankful for the fact that we
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had something to ’gﬁ at 311li?‘;j{l‘kgvif'isé:;z;d@‘fhim were arranged on
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¥hxs, day — a marriage can exist only if cach partner can’ recognize

"Frand acknowledge the small benefits they receive from each*other- WIPD IOV K7 7YAPI KDY PR VAW I O XWR oYL O3

rather than complaining about that which is not forthcoming, ~
Our Sages understood that the fall of Beitar was the final nail

in the coffin in the long gafus that was to follow. They understood

that if Jews are not able to have this perspective on life, to be able to

appreciate the small goodnesses they receive, the exile will be very
uted the yom
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