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Two primary currents seem to flow parallel in the description of the essence
of a Torah life: truth and beauty; the mind and the heart, halakhic and
aggadic. These are the two basic elements that.have alternately been referred

to as the ‘substance of our faith. A genuine ]ewish life surely réquires the
3 g J y req

harmonidus combination of the two, When theve two currents supplement
each othef they result in the ideal life that Goc' commands His people to
fashiorL When these two currents exclude each o her, Jewish life is paralyzed

.and the chances for the perpetuation of Torah arc negligible.

<IN N PPN NDY I — Where do we find, the rabbis \'vonder.,
hat the Forah’employs an acrostic method of speech? For it is written 23N
PNY-X ' and we find an abbreviation in the wo'd YN, THN : 1NN PII

3 NN NPV The Sages; said that the first letter, a/ph, stands for .
DN, the nun for MW, the &haf for NN, and the yud for N, Before
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W two elements that are to be found, which should be found in each

ssenting the Torah to thie Children of Israel, God gave them the complete  apd every mifzpah of the Totah, are symbolized also by the two
Ltlval of Shavnot. Shavuet s the festival of matan Torah, and Moses is

sence. of Torah in 11€0 expression N2 NN DO NVHOR — a

)c,lamauon (i.e., the To*ih) which is pleasant and sweet, given in writing. -

"The Talmud continues with an alternative analysis of the message
ibedded in the word 2. NN PINNI NN N1 : I9NY DN INDRT KON
hers, says the Talmud, found a quite different thought shrouded in the

ird ?2IN: I am presenting you with a Torah whose words are true!

-And these two interpretations are not-necessatily in conflict with each

ier. The essence of "forah is, indeed, the combination of the ideas

obviously the hero of that drama of revelation. But Shavuot is also dedicated

to }honor King David wh: ose - yahrzest, according to tradition, occuts on this
“~Yom Tov. We also read ™3 n>n, which recounts the ancestry of David.
~ These two heroes, Mosh+ and David, syrnbolizé in their lives and in their

legacy the two fundamentals of the mitgpot of our faith.

!_\/ Moshe represents halakha, Moshe represents truth; Moshe represents the

mind. David is described® as IR MY 0W). David is the one, who left us

>ressed in the two ternis: DY) and YAN — pleasant and t 1 a heritage of music and poetry, the gemirot ve-tishbabot that must, supplement

panding.“

I the halakha of Moshe. Each and every mitzpab of the Totah is composed of

these two elements. Bach mifzpah demands its complete fulfillment in the

halakhic sense. And from sach mitzvah there must emanate a spititual beauty
gad %mtual pleasure.

Jf Yiddishkeit in our communities is suffering, it is often because one or

the other Of these two elements is lacking. Orthodox Jews, too, can fail in
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their mtegratxon and harmonization of these two elements. We can, perhaps,
divide those who wish to maintain and perpetuate the traditions that date
back to matan Torah into twocamps. Each camp clings to its own choice, not
realizing that the Ideal lies in the combination of both. One has chosen
Moshe and distegarded David. The other claims to have chosen David but
sometimes behaves as if it believes Moshe to be obsolete. One has chosen
the rabbinic opinion that MO PINNI — the words of Torah are exact and
demanding. The other claims to have chosen ¥, beauty, and disregards
the halakha. .
There are some very devoted Jews who are scrupulous in cheir
,observation of the letter of the Law. They study and apply the laws of

Shabbat and kashrut with mathematical precision, put they fail to see the
‘beauty and the joy in the performance of mitzver. They apply their intellects -

to understand the nuances in 2 Talmudic “discussion, but only if it has
halakhic irplications. They look askance at and gloss over_the agg_dlc
discussions, missing an:opportunity to_view the “hearts” of Hagzal. Their

observance is scrupulous but petfunctory. Thwﬂ_____ﬁmg,t_h_ejn_m_of
David (ed.).

5\ Maimonides’ teaches us:
AW N2 e nin 0d91and 195 *

Every Torah miist also include this song. Strict Torah without the song

is incomplete, as is a sofig without Torah.
A &
7 The Talmud teaches us8

N NPYPI IRY 9). NBNOI NS TPYPI VWYY 9D ,0NIND) ...DMYP)
: " nN03
Maimonides? codifics this zalmudic formulation as follows: Only one who

is obligated to bind the #efilfin on his arm and believes in the commandment
is_qualified to write a Torah, #fillin or meguzah. Once again we see that the
beautiful writing of a scribe is acceptable only if the scribe believes in and
adheres to the details of the mztzvot
As I noted at the oatset: this duality is at the core of our celebration of
Shavuot, and that is why the heroes of this day are both Moshe Rabbeinu and
David ha-Melekh.
The Talmud!0 reco:ds the following: observattons of out rabbis:
! .IUNY AN HRINYY TITY RN RNDY MR NI 1) MmN
%Rav said: ‘The world was only created because of ng David. Shemuel
said: Because of Moshe. Rashi explains:
—@WRY _MNIYIM MY 11Nd Y7 PRY 7MNY TIT M3 — ‘n'r‘:' NON
/A7INN TN H2PY TIY DY NYn 3w
® Rav said the world was created in the merit.of David, who wés'dcstir‘ied
to offer songs and praises. Shemuel said that it was created in the merit of

Mgshe, who was destined to receive the Torah.
The midrash tells us1:
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(I\n all these applications, and in fact in all of life, the challenge
( of the second phase is to remember the first, to remain inspired by
. that memory and to use it as fuel for constant growth. Th
- Rambam describes life as a dark night on a stormy plain —lashed
by the rain, lost in the darkness, one is faced with despair. 5
Suddenly, there is a flash of lightning. In a millisecond the scenery v,
is as clear as day, ore’s direction obvious. But just as soon as it is

perceived itdisappears; and one must fight on through the storm (\ 2} ‘ .
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'IJN’W‘T! Bestow upon us, O HASHEM our God, the blessing of
appointed Festivals for life and for peace, for gladness an
Jjou, as You desired and promzsed to bless us. JO the
mal sskl Sanctlfy us with
' commandmean and grant us our sharein Your Torah; satisfy us from
goodness and gladden us with Your salvation;.and i purify our heart to.
You sincerely. And grant us.a heritage, O HASHEM our God
" with favor] with gladness and with _joy
Festivals of Your holiriess, and may Israel,-the sanctifiers of Your N
rejoice’in You. Blessed are You,‘_: {asHEM, Who sanctifies fthi St
and the(festive) seasons.
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No matter what David experienced — good or bad, bitter or sweet,
failure or fortune — he never ceased praising and thanking God: What
was the 'secret of his mysterious ability. to - rise “above every

" circumstance? - ,\

i R’ Yonasan Eibeschutz, a man who was himself no stranger to
';;uffering, writes in'Yaaros Devash that the riddle of David’s incessant
singing ‘and good cheer can be solved M223, with the harp. A ca»re_ﬁ}l
study of the workings of a harp will give us an insight into- David's
management of troubles and trials and will serve as a model for our

Jown lives:

The harp emits the richest sound when its strings are very taut. The
harpist then plucks them, stretching the strings even more tightly
before releasing them to ‘vibrate résonantly. ’ s,

David saw himself as a musical instrument created for the purpose
of making music for God, a music which would be made even sweeter
and stronger by tension. Crises tugged at him from all sides; he was
torn in every direction by an endless stream of problems and
tribulations. While others might dread such difficulties, David saw
himself as a harp, whose strings must be pulled tightly to make music
— and which, unplucked, remains entirely mute.

x Thus, David’s approach to affliction is no enigma at all. To him,
adversity was'not an unwelcome intruder, but rather an essential
catalyst for a meaningful life. He sang constantly, under all
circumstances, for he was delighted that God endowed him with the
strength and skill to make the best of every situation.

g‘_Within the soul of every Jew is a little bit of the spirit of David, a
tiny ray of light from Moses’ mind and*a teardrop shed painfully by |
the afflicted man. Everyone is capable of introducing into his prayers

ome of David’s intense feelings of love and yearning for God, some of

oses’ clear vision and intellectual comprehension and some .of the
afflicted man’s sense of surrender to God. When all the strands of these
diverse . “prayer- attitudes” are skillfully interwoven, they form a
beautiful prayer glorifying God and drawing man closer to Him.

WY 7vmmax npb

y

identified three primary “prayer personalities” which serve as models
for all supplicants: .
1. ny% n%on — A prayer of the afflicted man.
2. wnY 1700 — A prayer of Moses. 3 ‘ .
3. 1177 "%9n — A prayer of Davyid. )
The first category, that of the afflicted man, is a general one which
includes all those who stand in prayer; for no man may come before
God unless he assumes the humble posture of the afflicted supplicant,
who realizes his own worthlessness and understands that he has no
other recourse than Divine mercy. Thus the "1y, the afflicted man, is
described by David as nivy? 23, which literally means he who envelops,
because his attitude in prayer is appropriate for everyone who prays )
and is therefore universal. The afflicted supplicant surrenders his '

sentire being to the Almighty. He resembles the mother who frantically

beseeches God to have mercy upon her child; and indéed, one must
pray as though his very life-depends on it.

After assuming the beseeching attitude of one who is afflicted, the .
supplicant may then choose from the two sub-categories of prayer that
one which is appropriate for his individual personality.

~JA prayer of Moses is the prayer of the intellectual, the analyst who -

seeks deep meaning in every word and phrase. The category is named
for Moses, the greatest prophet of all time, who comprehended clearly
the messages and effects of his prayers. The authors of the prayer texts
we use today, the Men of the Great Assembly (350 B.C.E.), also
undesstood these effects and invested every letter antl word of prayer
with layers of meaning so that the utterances have cosmic effect [see
Overview II to ArtScroll Shemoneh Esrei). The prayer service of the
intellectual is characterized by deep intérnal stimulation. )

he third and"final prayer heading is the second sub-category, A
prayer of David. In contrast to the more internal style of the
intellectual, this prayer is offered by the man of emotion, who trembles
and throbs as he pours out his soul before God. Itis the melodious,
passionate prayer of David, “the Sweet Singer of Israel”; it is the
rapturous entreaty of the pious chassidim, who thirst for God with
intense love.
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