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“Yaakov remained alone’ (Bereishis 32:25) - Rabi Elazar says: He
.- stayed behind for some small flasks” (Chullin 91a).
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. “Yaakov remained ‘alone (Bereishis, ad loc.) - do not read it
_as levado [alone].but as lekado [for his flask]” (Daas Zekeinim,
_Bereishis, ad loc.). i
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2 “Yaakov remained alone’ - for the sake of the flask of oil for the
Chanukah [miracle]” (Megaleh Amukos, ad loc.).

The statement of Megaleh Amukos quoted above is difficult to understand. What ;

is the connection between the flask of oil ifvolved in the Chanukah miracle and
the events that befell Yaakov Avinu? Furthermore, why does the Torah allude to the '
miracle of the flask of oil specifically in the context of Yaakov Avinu’s battle with the
guardian angel of Eisav?

~J We must also examine the following statement of the Sifsei Kohen on the Torah
(Bereishis,;ad loc.): “Chazal state, ‘Do not read it as levado (alone) but as lekado (for ‘_"
his flask)” Where did this flask come from? When Yaakov placed stones around his:
head, and then arose in the morning and found that they had become a single stone,
a flask of oil appeared, and he poured [oil] onto [the stone], and the flask remained’
full. Then Yaakov knew that it would be a source of blessing. ... That was the oil in the :
flask that was used to anoint the Mishkan and all its vessels, the mizbe'ach, Aharon,i{
and his sons, and the kings, and the flask is still full, as Chazal derive (Horayos 11b)
from the pasuk (Shemos 30:31), “This will be for Me throughout your generations.”:
This was the jug of oil of the woman of Tzarfas, to whom Eliyahu said (Melachim I
17:14), “The jug of oil will not be depleted,” and it was also the jug of oil of the wife of
Ovadiah Hanavi.”
Q Presumably, the Sifsei Kohen does not intend to imply that the oil that Yaakov/;;E
Avinu discovered and that was used to anoint the Mishkan and its vessels was the
same oil that was in the possession of the woman of Tzarfas. After all, the sanctity of
the shemen hamishchah renders it forbidden to be used for anointment by an ordinary
Jew, and it certainly may not be consumed. Rather, the Sifsei Kohen’s intent seems té

- be that the oil that appeared for Yaakov Avinu shared the same spiritual roots as the
f-oil used for anointment in the Mishkan, and the same spiritual roots as the jugs of oil
of the woman from Tzarfas and the widow of Ovadiah Hanavi. Likewise, the Megaleh

- Amukos maintains that the flask of oil that was found by the Chashmona’im also

;”stemmed from the same spiritual roots. But this requires further explanation: What
- was the crucial attribute that was shared by all of these miraculous oils, and what
- makes that attribute eternal? Furthermore, why did all of these miracles involve oil?
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- 6. Defining Victory

It turns out that our conflict with Greece was one of definitions: how

to define meaning, how to define value and how to define success. We

went to war and with the help of Heaven we were successful. The crucial
question however, is, at what point did we win?. -
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We will appreciate that the answer to that question depends on 1 :1:'7,‘“ 151 msn
qne’s definition of victory, and is actually part of the conflict itself. : L
If we were to consider ourselves victorious by virtue of having won
the battle alone, then we would have lost the war with Greece, for Yoo B % BV (:S-D: 3 ppos) WD
they would have succeeded ip having us define victory in their terms. 3pY Y P Yph oy CP3 LR
Hence, it was critical that as soon as the Maccabees secured victo- bf,-',;» 93 gbgf;’ By P Sp My mp n:f)'ﬂ:
ry on the battlefield, they made their way on that same day to the % £7ID MDP3 3N N opd Py bb
Temple to_restore the Divine service. They were not prepared to let v 7‘“ DIN3 DI WD IO 9 DY
ex.len one day pass without giving higher meaning to the military p7m3 0D B O BN PYDDRIs PRy )

& ‘t’}l;t;l;srf;nlinsl::’)";i :es a basis for reconnecting with Hashem through oPY SHPD DIED TN DH -‘f; k)
P : —— » propps SbEn P T v
D3 103D DY ,DOUD pod OF PID
I — 3 TR Sp o om3 ppp wo 7w
A central theme in the mitzvah of Chanukah lights is that of me- Pririoy
hadrin, whereby although strictly speaking one only needs one light for oo J’? p % proes SHuEn 7o T’ﬂ
the entire household, we go beyond the minimum requirement and add- ,iﬁ PO 73 Bses opan:

n additional candle for each night. What is the meaning of the word ! o 9By Tmbp oM BT
mehadrin? Although many commentators relate it to the Hebrew word Rb o coot ,”
le’hader, to beautify the mitzvah, it is interesting to note that Rashi pLali Py ) EYD) (03 00 D3 19
explains this word in a different manner altogether. In fact, according p7r_o7bop o obNSd 7R ,’PBDD
to Rashi, mehadrin is not even a Hebrew word! Rashi explains that the P 0 o B pp.on B » 7on
word mehadrin relates-to the Aramaic word hadar, which means to re- B 5 Ep o 1% pan w pdby
turn, or to pursue. Thus, the term mehadrin refers to people who pursue | Y5 3 9 a7 prod ohno o7d H3
mitzvos. For these people, there exist higher levels of fulfilling the Payiis) F) @m oh7D b3 P Pne
mitzvah of Chanukah lights. 127303 DR M WD BE 1J’f7ﬁ o7 PO}

What is so special about the mltzvah of Chanukah lights that it has L
the idea of pursuing mitzvos embedded within its halachic framework? oTnp P10 DHTRD P N P 73 %

- Perhaps we may suggest that it is to commemorate the original me-
hadrin, pursuers of mitzvos, namely, the Maccabees who did not rest
upon defeating the Greeks in battle, but rather pursued the first op- J
portunity to perform mitzvos, and thus to bestow the crown of full and
meaningful victory to the day. \S
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- We increase our giwing of tzedakah during the days of Chanukah.

LY Whll;;he evanim sought to - destroy these thqre“epillTs,

_*Hashem prevented them from accomplishing this goal through the .
- miracle of Chanukah. In commemoration, and to demonstrate our
-appreciation to Hashem, the mitzvos and minhagim of Chanukah
were established to correspond to the three pillars. For the pillar of
Torah, which is represented by light, == i ~ays, "R ) M0 72 %

¢~ For the:candle is a mitzvah and Torah is light (Mishiei 6:23), the
lighting of ner Chanukah (the Chanukah candles) was instituted. |
Corresponding to the pillar of avodah (Divine service, i.e., prayer), jJ
the recitation of hallel and hodaah of Chanukah were established.

And corresponding to gemilus chasadim (acts of kindness), the
* minhag developed for the poor to go door to'door on Chanukah,
so that the Jewish people can give them tzedakah. .
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3S deshe Doutd

“For You Have Fought with an Angel'and with
Men, and You Have Overcome”

. A
In order to answer these ‘questions, let us examine the events leading up to b S w«

—— 4 AN THE INSIDE STORY R, Y Touubor

the miracle that occurred for the widow of Ovadiah Hanavi. The navi relates that uman nature dictates that we relate more deeply to
Ovadiah rescued 100 nevi’im from the wicked Queen Izevel and provided them with  something that is of our own creation: something earned is
food and water (Melachim I 18:4). For this purpose he spent all of his own money, more gratifyiz\g than the most valuable ’gift, and our own
and he even went so far as to borrow money with interest from Yehoram, the son  jdeas are somehow more relevant than those learned from
of Achav.® Ovadiah then passed away, and his creditor came to take his two sons as  }e greatest teacher. In the words of the Talmud, “A person
laves, as payment of his debt. Ovadiah’s widow pleaded with Elisha to save her, and would rather a bushel of his own grain than nine of his fel-
er salvation came through a great miracle: The small quantity of oil that she had in low.” At the same time: however, we recognize our limita-
er home multiplied exponentially, until she had enough oil to pay off the debt to the tion.s and our subiectivity, aéknowledgin_g that if we are to

M attain anything that transcends the finite and the mortal, we

creditor and enough so that she could live off the remainder of the oil for the rest of.

her life® (see Melachim IT 4:17). must resort to the aid of a higher source. Hence the di-
Considering that a miracle had to accur in order for Ovadiah’s widow to repay. lemma: the mearingful or the magnificent? Mine or more?

her husband’s debt, one might ask why the miracle didn’t occur for Ovadiah himself. The Torah expects of us nothing less than the attainment

Why wasn’t Ovadiah miraculously given enough money to provide for the needs of of both these aims: to reach beyond the s¢lf and, at the

the nevi’im he had rescued, instead of being forced to reach the point of bankruptcy: e :
' : ptey. i r one's own. This is the ideal
and even to use his own sons as collateral for a loan? _same time, make the endeavo

- expressed in the second verse of the Shema, which reads: _

Seemingly, the answer is that the guardian angels of evil are sometimes granted . And you shall love the L-rd your G-d with all your heart,

so much power that the only way they can be overcome is through an act of mesirus = - — - pe .
fesh ag L wi ‘od. Hebrew me’od is
nefesh_against the wicked in this world. Such a display of self-sacrifice prevents the | with all your TOUl(’i Wlth.,an. y}(: ,:1 ,r, _rlr;e (t)d Tl;:; ‘i: ;i‘lv P
forces of evil from controlling events in the world.” This s a concept that we learn usually translated as "might,” but "mig ,y P
‘ proximate rendition of the word. Furthermore, this transla-

from Yaakov Avinu’s battle against the guardidn angel of Eisav; Rav Yitzchak Zev |

Soloveitchik, the Brisker Rav, explains (quoted in Ohel Moshe, Bereishis 32:29) that tion is also inconsistent with the logic of the verse, for if we

Yaakov fought the angel primarily to take away its power in Heaven, and he was = at€ being told to sacrifice for the sake of G'd ’ill our desires
therefore told, after he defeated the angel, “For you have fought with an angel and ~ (“with all your heart”) and even our very lives ( ‘fVlth all yoar
with gnen, and you have overcome.” ~soul”)’, what is added by the words “and with all your

Giighi'? Indeed, what inore can be said?

&A_‘ccording to this approach, the reason Ovadiah was not miraculously provided ‘

with resources to support the nevi’im is clear. At that time the evil King Achav and The precise meaning of the word “me'od” is “very” or
Queen Izevel were in power, representing the forces of avil, and the ascendance of evil “more so.” Thus, Chassidic teaghing understands the verse
was so great that they had even been granted the ability to murder all of Hashem’s as_instructing us to love G-d “with all your veryness” or
prophets? Since the only way to combat the evil they represented was through “with all your beyondness”—that is, above and beyond your
mesirus nefesh, Ovadiah had to surrender all of his property and to jeopardize his life - currently defined self. The Torah is saying: after you have
and his sons’ freedom in order to succeed in saving the nevi’im. o attained your ultimate (“with ,,a,ln your heart and with all

your soul”) in your love of G-d, reach higher yet. Relate to
Him on His terms, surmounting the finiteness of your own

The mesirus nefesh demonstrated by Ovadiah and his wife® is what led to their being, ) ’
family’s mitaculous deliverance. Furthermore, their mesirus nefesh saved their entire The human being possesses this capacity—indeed, the
generation, as the Midrash states (Peskta d’Rav Kahana ch. 20), “If not for the merit quest for self-transcendcnce is the quintessence of our

of Ovadiah’s wife, Bnei Yisrael at.that time would have been destroyed.”*® humanness. This is _«_’{lludedto in the Hebrew word for hu-
. man being, adam, which is composed of the same three
The Flask of Oil - Blessing for Those Who Fight Evil leTiers. (alef, dalet, mem) as me'od. Hence, the Torah refers to

k{We can now understand why the miracle that was performed for the widow of this transcendent ability as “your beyondness.” This is not an
Ovadiah came from the same source as the flask of oil that Yaakov retrieved before injunction to annihilate the self in pursuit of a higher, supra-
1s battle with Eisav’s guardian angel. The connection between thetwo episodes lies in Buman existence: “your beyondness” is a deeper d1m6£1§100
he fact that Ovadiah and his wife followed Yaakov’s example by fighting the wicked =
with mesirus nefesh at a time when the forces of evil dominated the world. Yaakov
Avinu likewise displayed tremendous mesirus nefesh by combating Eisav when he
eceived the brachos from Yitzchak, and his mesirus nefesh reached its peak whem he
ought Eisav’s guardian angel and succeeded in breaking its control over Briei Yisrael.!!

of yourrown,self, previously obfuscated by your self-perceived
limitations. The “new you” is, in fact, the true you.’

THE GLINT BEFORE THE SHINE

¥Thus, the flask of oil, with the light it produces, symbolizes the abundance with

vhich Hashem blesses those who demonstrate mesirus nefesh to combat evil, following %herein lies the significance of the strange birth of Tamar's
n the footsteps of Yaakov Avinu. This is also the reason this oil was used to anoint  twin sons, recounted above: the emergence of Zerach’s hand,
: Peretz’s “bursting forth,” and finally the full birth of Zerach.

the kings of Bnei Yisrael - for the task of a Jewish king is to'combat the forces of evi ~ Zerach represents our “shining forth"—the yield of our life’s

among the nations of the world. : +labor to “transform darkness into light and bitterness into sweet-

'l -  ness.” Peretz is our “bursting forth” quality, the uniquely human
ability to surmount one’s own (seemingly) inherent limitations.”

I

—




H
In a sense, Zerach was born twice: he had a partial birth m

before Peretz was born, but his true and complete birth
ollowed tha’;pi Peretz..So, too, there are two-levels to the

zerach of man: he “shines forth” and accomphshes much by

utilizing his natural talents and abilities, but this* only
represents a fraction of his true potential. He must then burst

free of the confines of inclination, habit and environment to

pave the way for his true and ultimate luminescence,®

The flask of oil that the Chashmona’im discovered, which retained the kohen gadol’s
seal certifying that it was untouched by foreign hands, is symbolic of the power of
mesirus nefesh that the Jewish people possessed, a power that cannot be overcome by
evil. Throughout our history we have suffered from persecution that has hampered
our ablhty to learn Torah and to observe the mitzvos, and that has taken a terrible

physmal toll on our people. But there is one thing that none of our oppressors has ever
been able to take away from us: our mesirus nefesh for the sake of Hashem’s honor.

Y ‘ : -
90
Mesirus Nefesh for a Small Flask

With this we can also understand the connection between the miracle tha
occurred for the Chashmona’im and the oil that Yaakov retrieved before his battl
with Eisav’s guardian gngel. The acquisition of that oil came about through twi
different forms of mesirus nefesh: First, Yaakov initially acquired the oil after riski
his life, at his mother’s behest, to obtain Yitzchak's blessings, an act that made i
necessary for him to flee from his brother Eisav. Second, Yaakov demonstrated
further mesirus nefesh when he returned to retrieve the oil, in order to use it &
anoint the maizeivah in Beis El, after bringing his family to the other side of th
stream. Because Yaakov took that risk in order to retrieve the oil and use it as a;
otfermg to Hashem, his descendants in the era of the Chashmona’im were likewis
given the opportunity to continue the avodah in the Beis Hamikdash with a flask:o
pure oil.”

Tzeidah Laderech (Bereishis, ad loc), quoting Maharshal, likewise states: “It say:
[that Yaakov returned for] small flasks, because we find that Hashem said to Yaakoy
“You displayed mesirus nefesh for a small flask of Mine [for the purpose of using it f
anoint the matzeivah in Beis El, as Tzeidah Lad®rech explains], and I Myself will repa
your children with a small flask for the sons of Chashmona’i.”

*Perhaps this is why the allusion to the oil of the Chanukah miracle appear
specifically in the pasuk, “Yaakov remained alone.” When the forces of evil are i
power, a person must take it upon himself to combat them alone, and for that purpos
he must tap into the Jewish power of mesirus nefesh and faith in Hashem.

hashmona’im, im their display of mesirus nefesh, followed the example ¢
Yaakov Avinu in his own battle against evil. They fought to take away the pow
that the Yevanim had been given to drive the Jewish people away from Hashem, an
their self-sacrifice disempowered even the guardian angels of the Yevanim in Heave
Thus, the Chashmona’im’s valiant efforts benefited their entire generation,  making
possible to rededicate the BCIS Hamikdash and for the sacred avodah within it to b
resumed. hd
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