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—5%/116 period of Sefiras HaOmer, which begins on the
second day of Pesach and concmces on erev Shavuos, is
& time of -'—normous op;ﬂ‘brtumtv for sphitual growth and

nprovement. Ramban (Vayikra 3 36) savs that the six weeks

etween the conclusion of Pesach and the arrival of Shavuos is, in &

piritual sense, akin to Chol HaMoed, every morhent of it filled with
reat heliness. While all Jews are expected to uiilize the Sefiraht
ays for self-improvement. there is a special responsibility incum-
ent upon bnei Torah, who proudly carry the banner of Turah, io”

rt offort and energy to use this peried to_the fillest extert

ossible. More Js expected of those who devote their lives iv the
ervice of Hashem and who live on a higher spiritual plane. They afe
onsidered the o1y (close ones) of Hashem, as it says (Vayikra
0:3). wpk 3P, ! will be sanctified through those whe are
earest Mz,

BaOmer (s

2

This concepl can be used io explain a well-kiown but perplexing
Gemara found in Yevamos (62b). The Gernara says that the great R’
Akiva had 12,000 pairs of students, who all passed away during the
days of Sefirah. It is because of this that the period of Sefirah was

transformed from a joyful time of the year into a time of mourning.
W

at caused this great calamity to occur? The Gemara says that
it was bfecause these scholars did not act with the proper respect for
one mother thereby violating the obligation of kavod haTerah. In
J[fact, Maharal writes {in Nesivcs Clarr, Nesiv HaTorah 12, p. 52) that
the- wcrd ), Honor has the numerical value of 32. This, he says,

inion that the talmidim of R’ Akiva died

1 32 d irah, their deaths finally ceasing on Lag
see also Rema Crach Chaim 493:1) }.
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Wxth thts ,_Wwe can understand why our sages decreed the four

weeks between Pesah and Lag BaOmer to be a time-of mourning,

which they did not do for any of the other tragic pogroms and

sufferings of the Jewish people, besides the destruction of the Temple.

M from five students we have the entire oral tradition, we cafi. imagizne
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E\‘)) 16 Ascending Jacob's Ladder

fow vast the Torah was before we lost those 24,000 students, and

how tragic a loss their deaths caused. We can be sure that just as each
of these five had their area of expertise, Rabbi Ai(iva had.made each
of the 24,000 who died an expert in one specific portion of Torah.
i What would our Torah be like today if we had the portions Rabbi
Aj(Akiva taught them as well? Because o
' of this loss, they decreed the da
sadness, and mourning.

ur sages understood the scope
ys of the omer to be a time of fasting,
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% The commentators ask: Why did this tragedy take place speci-
tically during the days of Seflrah? Ran, in his concluding comments
to Pesachimn (28a), says that Hashem’s wrath was directed against
R" Akiva’s students because the very origin of the Sefirah period
commemorated a remarkable display of kavod haTorah by the
Jewish nation. Ran quotes a Midrash that says that when Moshe
relayed the news to the people that they would soon be leaving
Egypt, he added that the purpose of the Exodus was that you will
serve G-d on ihis mouniain (Shernos 3:12) by accepting the Torah
and its mitzucs. The people were very excited and asked Moshe,
“When will this_greai day come?” Moshe told them that it would
take place B0 days after Yetzias Mitzrayim. In their anticipation of
this great event, they impatiently counted the days toward Mattan

Torah. This became the forerunner of our tradition to count Sefirah.
The kavod haTorah displayed by the nation became deeply imbed-
ded in this special Sefirah period. and therefore, when the talmidim
of R’ Akjva conducted themselves in_a maoner lacking in_icavod
haTorah, they were severely punished during this time. 1 \
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X Thus, it was /.eraham’s midos, the superlative qualities which he
?_queathed to his progeny, more than anything else, that endeared
him to HaKadosh Baruch Hu, o
In Sha'arei Kedushah (2:2), R’ Chaim Vital writes that midos are the.

principles and fundamentals upon which the 613 mitzvos rest and afe
therefore not reckoned among the mitzyos. ‘

Therefore, one must beware of bad character traits
even more than he is zealous regarding the positive and
negative commandments, for by being a virtuous person
he will readily perform the commandments,

) Thus, one can understand the astoundingivords of the
Sages concerning virtues, that modesty and bumility
lead one to Ruach HaKodesh [Divine Inspiration} and
the Shechinah [Divine Presence] rests upon him. Thev
) speak not of performance of mitzvos, but of midos! UnJ-
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derstand this well — how the fouridation of the perfor-
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Sefiras_haomer teaches us a central lesson in avodas
Hashers. W hen we achieve# new insight in any area, we must
try to internatize and practice it while at the same time real-
ize that the Ribono shel Olam loves us the way we are right
now, and that He wants to see our yearning for Him from the
place in which we are at present. Hashem's nachas.is to see
us counting and ddvancing step by step, day by dav. from the
“barley omer — our animalistic level. The omer is an offering
that is desired by Hashem — “lifnnei Hashem, lirtzonchem.

¥ Hashem docesn’t expec: us to become perfect in a day; He
only asks that we count, that we move in the right direction,
that we want to be close to Hiim. The mitzvah is to count ev-
ery day. Every day is significant and Hashem takes joy in our
Liritual yearning at every level of our journey. K]

The mitzvah of sefiras haomeris “.. you shall count,for
you.” Chazal learn from this that every person must count
himself. Hashem has nachas from every Jew and his efforts at
his present spiritual level. Others may well 1 be fuevmg murh_
more than we are in certain arecas, but we must remember
that Hashem created each person with d:fferent charac teris-

" tics and Life urcumstances and He expects each one's unique
avodan at his own level. “You shall count for you!” Hashem

has nachm from every ]ew s individual counting.
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