Exalted Entourage
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R Abba said: Avraham, five righteous people and King David,
establish their residence with him. This is what is stated “You
shall dwell in Sukkot seven days.” It states “seven days” and

not “during those seven days” [a hint to the seven spiritual
spheres] ... A person must rejoice each day and greet the

guests who reside with him with a joyous countenance.

Zohar, Emor no. 276 l
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Most who observe this tradition are careful to invite the ushpizin with a declaration; one sﬁch S
text is found in the Siddur Beit Yaakov of Rabbi Yaakov Emden (page 453):
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Enter, exalted and holy guests, enter exalted and holy fathers TIAR W PWITR PRV PIOVIR W
and sit in the shade of the exalted Faithful One. Enter Abraham | RMI*an7 K92 a0 b PwrIp PROY
the compassionate and with him, Isaac who was bound on the PRI R OAN2R W7 IRV
altar and with him, Jacob, the complete one, and with him, RN27W 2Py 191 RNTPY Py
Moses the faithful shepherd and with him, Aaron the holy priest, TWIR JPY) RITD K97 00 0
and with him, Joseph the righteous one and with him David the PRI KP7TX 0T PN RYTP K112
king and messiah. You shall dwell in Sukkot, dwell exalted 13N 130N MW KMGH K37 77

guests, dwell, dwell, my faithful guests, dwell.
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Today, practices vary regarding the tradition of ushpizin. Some designate a special chair, as

mentioned in the Chida above. Others light special candles in the guests’ honor,
recorded in the commentary of the Shaarei Teshuva to Shulchan Aruch (Orach C

,) SM‘{kOt 71

On the first day of Sukkot, Avraham Avinu is our guest; on the
second day, Yitzchak Avinu; on the third day, Yaakov Avinu. Each of
the seven days is honored by the presence of one of the ushpizin. The
Zohar says that when we make a brit milah, we must declare, “This is

a practice
haim 625).

B

On the eve of the holiday, one should go to the sukkah and
bring a chair with a nice covering on it as a remembrance for
the seven holy and exalted guests. The covering is similar to

the chair of Elivahu....” Otherwise, he won't come. The sages learn

the one we place on Elijah’s chair on the day of a

from this that the same holds true for inviting the ushpizin to the

circumcision and it states in the holy Zohar that if one does

sukkah. We must prepare a special chair and say, “This is the chair of

not set up a chair, he doesn’t come. It has always been [the

Avraham Avinu,” or “This is the chair of the ushpizin.” There we are,
sitting in_the sukkah, surrounded by the Divine Presence with
Avraham Avinu as our guest! It's unbelievable! This is the whole idea

of, “Just as the Name of Heaven rests on the sacrifice of the holiday.
so does the Name of Heaven rest on the sukkah.”®
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tradition of] God fearing people to set up a dignified chair
for the seven holy and exalted guests. Each night, when in the
sukkah, one should recite with purity “Enter guests ...
Chida, Moreh B’Etzbah no. 9 (289)* 7
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THE SUKKAH: A HOLY ENVIRONMENT
IN THIS WORLD

-d descended in a cloud on Har Sinai to give the Torah to Klal
Yisrael. Later, He descended in a cloud in the Mishkan. The
cloud was a spiritual entity that rested on the mountain or in the
Mishkan; it represented the bond between the spiritual and physi-

cal,

Thé cloud was a temporary spiritual entity. The true essence of

spitituality is manifest in the World to Come. This world is merely a

temporal means to reach that end, and this is signified by the tempo-

rary cloud. ‘That same cloud devolved on the Jewish people and sur-
rounded them in the clouds of glory, symbolizing that their entire
physical, natural existence could be utilized to achieve spirituality
and holiness through service to Hashem by observing the Torah.
The temporary sukkah represents those clouds of glory envel-
oping the Torah Jew in the holiness of the mitzvos. It creates an
environment reminiscent of Gan Eden, where man was_enveloped
with the splendor of G-d’s presence. He was surrounded by all the
physical, material aspects of the world and through them created his

ultimate, eternal attachment to Hashem. This in turn is reminiscent

of the ultimate bond with Hashem ~—— Olam Haba, where tzaddikim -

sit-and bask in the splendor of G-d’s presence. Hence, one who is

WY D°hYD AnD DPOIVIY R WEBD NN
XY b wiph owiond e 993 1o
7702 NANOYW M Dy 1YY 19102 YR P
MYINwam aweR TR X7 ITY NWRIA ‘D3
JOPnpw M1 kmMenat XY RN A9wN D KM
17 93 e avapn Y33 bne xn mowe Yxa A<
MWK T RIM PrY Y32 MR 2y Janw pwvn m
7y ohan) T IR AT TR 191 .73 ArIn
TIWORY PNIJW IR WRY AT 70 P B ex
1971 .m0 Rnw bp nrapm chuma 100 A
TR P XINY 1203 1w Yo b wp
pnea R pRe me a7apn bw Yora prom
L0797 P19% WK RN

q'ﬁf_/~‘.\ J'/‘j//(’ /7
WD) NN PNYY PROVIN MYV NI 9w T MNP N9

NNIPD MNP N2 11 DYON WX ,(hwa-) DY DRINY DNnw)

MIPY PINY ¥79Y 1132 )M N2 NMY 1ION MY DYV ,NDIN M3

TN PN MY 12T9 NIV I DAY 978 INA Y 1IN LN

DM NYAY 75 NI DY NPT $APY NIV Y OINND NN

( AP - MYYY DN D13 N3 ANNYY ANIY DN HIHVAY avTpa

discomforted from dwelling in the sukkah is exempt from the mitz-,

vah, because it ceases to be for him the manifestation of basking in
the pleasure of Hashems presence,

| (o The sukkah is therefore a temporary dwelling, symbolizing the
temporal world. For this reason, the main mitzvah to sit in the suk-
kah is on the first night, because this world is compared to night

(Pesachim 2b). Its main component is the sechach, which mitigates

the strong rays of the sun, which also symbolizes this natural world
(“everything under the sun”) and transforms them into pleasant
shade that can be utilized to dwell in this world surrounded by the
holiness of G-d’s presence.

Hence, the sukkah must actually be made and cannot be created
in a passive manner: “Taaseh vlo min he'asui — You shall make the
sukkah and not use what has already been made” (Subkab 11b). The
creation of this holy environment in this world is a product of man's
actions and deeds. We decorate the sukkah, signifying that when
utilized properly this temporal world becomes the seeds from which
Olam Haba emerges and it is thus a very beautiful, pleasing, and
appealing place.
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