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HE TORAH only provides for one day of Rosh
Hashanah. And if the witnesses who saw the new
moon came on that day; just that' day was observed
as Rosh Hashanah. But even in Temple times Rosh
Hashanah was sometimes observed for two days. This
occurred when the witnesses had not yet arrived by
noon on the thirtieth day of Elul. In this case, the
thirtieth of Elul was observed as the “first day” of Rosh
Hashanah by requirement of the Rabbis, and the following day
was the actual Rosh Hashanah (Rosh Hashanah 30b). When the
calendar was fixed (in the fourth century C.E.), it became

standard practice to keep both these days as Rosh Hashanah.

We are familiar with this idea from the other Festivals, each
Yom Tov being observed in the Diaspora for two successive
days: the first day as a law originating from the Torah and the
second day as a law that the Rabbis decreed. But besides being
a Yom Tov, Rosh Hashanah is also a day of divine judgment.

It seems strange that on the second day we repeat prayers
such as “The Day of Judgment is here...” and “Today God
sits in judgment over all His creatures...” etc., which seem
appropriate only on the first day, which nowadays we know
to be the “real” Rosh Hashanah (since it is fixed in the calendar
as the first of Tishrei).
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56 Moadei Hashanah — The Month of Elul

Beyond the This is actually what shofar is about. It is writ-
Set Order ten in Torah sources that the power of shofar
is in that we accept upon ourselves the yoke of

Hashem's rulership by blowing the shofar. We don’t make do
with the revelation of Hashem’s Kingdom that is within the or-
der of the created world; we seek more. We desire that Hashem
should rule over us in total Oneness. We yearn to be closer to
Hashem, for “life is found in the light of the King's countenance.”
is aspiration we have, that the order of the created world

is not enough for us, and we desire to see more and more rev-
elation of Hashem’s Kingdom, causes Hashem to move Himself
from middas hadin to middas harachamim — from strict justice to

mercy.

¢ Middas hadin follows the set order of things. There is a world

order. However, when we ascend to a level that is above the
I hen we ascend fo a_evel that IS above
world order, and we desire more revelation of Hashem’s King-

dom than is to be found in the world order, this brings Hashem

to act not in accordance with the world order. Instead of middas

hadin, He conducts Himself toward us with middas harachamim.
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# This is our ayodah on Rosh Hashanah. The more we desire
to see the glorv of Hashem’s Malchus in the e

aspire to accept upon ourselves the ggge of Heaven's rulersggg,

the more we will receive from Hashem, without limit!
- R R ST TR
Our aspiration for more re i ashem’s Kingdom,

our concern for it — this itself causes Hashem to bestow upon
us goodness without set orders and limits, and conduct Himself
toward us with middas harachamim.

The Two Days of Rosh Hashanah

\% Rc ?I"w 181

People are often a bitme the second day
arrives. But in truth, as with everything in Judaism, the days of
Rosh Hashanah are like an ascending ladder. The second day’s
aspect is actually much higher than that of the first day. Chazal
teach, “We raise holy matters and don’t lower them.”? I would

19

Rosh The central point of Rosh Hashanah is Hashem'’s
Hashanah  Kingship.
Is Malchus On Rosh Hashanah we don’t declare that

Hashem is the world’s Creator. The creation of the
world took place on 25 Elul. We also do not declare that Hashem
is good and benevolent. This is the special subject of Pesach.
Neither do we declare that He is great, mighty and awesome.
This is the subject of Chariukah and Purim, and of Shavuos.

The special subject of Rosh Hashanah is that Hashem is our
King. Malchus means the involvement of the king in the lives
of his kingdom'’s subjects. The king is involved in almost every
detail of the lives of his subjects, at each and every step. So it
is too with Hashem’s Malchus. It carries Hashem'’s relationship
and closeness with us, and our belonging to Hashem. Malchus
means that everywhere a person goes, he goes with Hashem.
We are like servants whose whole lives are with the king.

The foundation of the gvodah of Rosh Hashanah is to bring
Hashem into the course of our life. This is the foundation of it
all, and someone who doesn’t understand this, simply hasn’t
grasped what these days are all about.

20

The first two principles are, simply speaking, intellectual
understanding and practical deeds. In each mitzvah act that
a person performs, these two aspects are prgsent: knowledge

and deed. For instance, let’s say a person puts on tefillin. The |,

4

The Avodah
of Renewal

It is with these two principles that we enter the

avodah of Rosh Hashanah. ‘
It is known that the main avodah of this

day is renewal: “This day is the beginning of Your deeds; a

remembrance of the first day.” This avodah of renewal needs to
be performed on both levels: with intellectual understanding
* and with practical deeds. First we will consider the intellectual
avodah.

~P We all possess understanding of spiritual matters. We know
that the world has a Creator, and we know that He gave us
Torah and mitzvos. Our big problem is that these matters have
become old, worn concepts for us. Qur avodah is to renew them
through a little thought and reflection.

[
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The_Creator_is_infinite_Not just infinite in distance, but
infinite in every respect: infinite power, infinite kindness, infi-
nite closeness, infinite sweetness, infinite ability. He is the Kol
Yachol!

This is our avodah on Rosh Hashanah. We need to take the
siddur and look at it as if this is the first time we saw a prayer-
book. We need to think: what does baruch Attah mean? People
by nature tend to think that they receive just drips and drabs
from Hashem. This is because they don’t stop {o think what ba-
ruch Attah Hashem means. “Baruch” stems from bereichah, “pool.”

It denotes a deluge of plenty!

On Rosh Hashanah, a person is created anew. He opens his
eyes and he sees in front of him the Creator of the world! And
this Creator is infinite, beyond all conception, and not only that,
He loves you personally!

2
Q-S And so it is with the practical aspect. We need to relate to
every deed as if todav we are doing i the first time. To ex-
perience renewal in Torah learning and in tefillah.
How does one become renewed? \
The analogy that Torah sources use is:

,_p You who sleep, awake from your slumber?®

When a person goes to sleep, his waking mind doesn’t func-
tion. When he sleeps, he puts the old to death and receives the
new. This is Rosh Hashanah in a nutshell. What was until now,
went to sleep. Now the.same things exist, but with freshness,
with renewal.

person’s mind _opens

up ahd he becomes excited. He recognizes that the world has
a Creator. He sees things that he never thought of before. If so,
what should he do? Be a sood Jew! If a person wants a good
year, a comfortable income, nachas from the children, health,

etc,, then there is no other way. He needs to roll up his sleeves
and start working hard to serve Hashem.

>(< Qn the second day, a new aspect unfolds: preciousness. “The
words of the Sages are precious....” This day flows from the

first day, but brings us to a higher level. It contains additional
preciousness,

LS

Early Torah sources say that the first day has the aspect of
~“from the back,” while the second day has the aspect of “face to:f

\ face.” This is comparable to the kerupim in the Beis HaMikdash.
They were sometimes in the position of “face to face,” i.e., a
relationship of preciousness and radiant countenance between
Hashem and the Jewish people. And sometimes they had the
aspect of “from the back.” With the keruvim, this type of re-
lationship expressed itself as “turned to the side,” so that the
keruvim did not face one another.?

If we will ask which position the keruvim are in today, the
answer is simple: the Jewish people is in exile, and also the two
keruvim — which represent Hashem and the Jewish people — are
separated from one another, so to speak. They have left their
place. The first stage is for the keruvim to be together in one
room, and then there are the two possibilities for how they can
relate to one another.
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When we start to recite selichos or blow the shofar — in other

words, to do teshuvah for our sins — the avodah is to bring the arab yTn /) M
keruvim into one room. As long as we speak lashon hara or do (PR PRS R PR PP RO BN N RO PR PROLREIEREE®
other aveiros, the keruvim remain outside. There is galus. The

purpose of the teshuvah we do is to stop the aveiros, so Hashem 1IN K91, 02T KW 21 T M3 P DTRAW 10 X7 MW WA
can begm to live together with us. It is so He will bring us back W-my-r N T IR PN 0 20 1By Py DY KA VoW KK

into the house, together with Him.
However, this repentance from sins is not the teshuvah of

mEY KAw TV T YK OTNA RITR 1Y Non X W WRIT T P

Rosh Hashanah. On Rosh Hashanah, the concept of “sin” does SN0 31 NI AP - KN MW WRITIY nYRm , won 1Y 1w
not even exist. It is a word that we do not even mention on this AMYR AN Dwh N3P 3N awi X
holy day of judgment. The avodas ha-teshuvah of Rosh Hashanah —

comes after the keruvim are already together. The avodah is to v BHWRT NP3 R '

now turn them around, so to speak, so they will be “face to .
- =" . ! " (3 S55NR 2MNOT 9V (7T MK Y A a3 ko) 9T IMK

face.” This is what the shofar accomplishes. Thus, after blowing K32 "1 757" (v 1) DTN N3 2V . ' b

the shofar we recite: ANIXT I PDPNDSN A2 R YD MW WRII RIS PRI NBYI R

i 1YY A PINT P30 DRI RS 2N (0 ,0w) 71 Yy pbna pd
YN NX VIDWY 17apn K2 DK K01 "I XY 9D 0T IR 2 WK oo
MATP T NIV KN VOWNY AWATT oY DMK AW W AR nnwYy
Yo PR YN T VEWN 1AW T MAPRT AN M T AW PP PR

2 ’7 Fortunate is the people that knows the shofar blowing; Hashem,
they will go in the radiance of Your countenance, 't

% “Face to face” means there is a true relationshi n 7959 HXW? 1A T2 DTTIVY T3P ANIK YW KT
us and Hashem. It is not a different madreigah; it is a different - I
_world! \ NPT 27 %93 OU 193 TWKIT ¢ .0 THMT W NP0 W T
The first day of Rosh Hashanah is a matter of “turned to the TP PR KATY DM DYDY T DY TR0 WK wa WKIT

side.” We are together with Hashem, but the relationship is only
op the intellectual level. In other words, a Jew says to himself: 1 -
know that the best thing in the world is to stand before Hashem. 3o
On the second day we ascend to the level of “face to face.”

R &
On this day, the aspect of “the words of the Sages are precious”

expresses itself. Then we feel the true relationship, the emo-

1Y ToTwDY [ "RanYn R MR Y - RW DD W WY OP DX

991 IMINY ANNW NNV AN 0w YN MW WX 1ATPa 10 0N
172p1 DKM NPy 1 127D NRIPY MmN/ ninnnn 19 AXMAN

tional excitement, the love about which it is written: 1K ONT XTI DINY DA Y0 W ANNDW 92K ,"RI DN D" - KA 9N
» *1710% TINYY X 23X
Great waters will not be able to extinguish the love, and rivers will T 1'39‘) BNTHY 90D DKM 1K 1317 12107 Ty
-not wash it away.” T D12 ™IBY AT, 0N INY PPEY, mw
29 ] 231 35 NOND - "B YRR - YA WRIT DN ML 31
So to speak, they work for their “paycheck.” Everyone
needs life, needs parnassah, health, nachas, etc. So_they “wear KAX 07T 10 Hwn WKIT 1wT (0 97 mwn wx) 97 TR Ty
the um-for'mn and wark hard. But after all is said and done, D191 KIT M, ADW NYPN MEND NP YT YY OTRT 9P M 09nYd
they have the feelmg inside “There’s a hn'ut to au this' I_nﬂed 5“ UMD XAT MW WX DPT KOYNXKT MYXNT " ST no% Do )
some time for myself, too.” It is a professional relationship. a1 YTIT 732 DW TN DININT AT ATA NV PR LEND A 0% 1T
fi of
;hlille;elhd r;lammhlp is what we build on the first day AITRY DRI TAEY,A9ITA TI00 M2 W VN YW P U1, K210 27 DEdT
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On the second day, everything turns into our own personal JT00P 1A P KW

business. We take all the renewal we attained on the first day 37/ This is what Aseres Yemei Teshuugh are all about. It is a matter
and .make itinto .a re}atlonshm of -”face to face.” It is not just " of acquiring the madreigah of “face to face.” How does one do it?
our .mtellect that is stirred up, not just our deeds, but ou%love By renewal. By stopping to reflect: Whom did I just turn aside
is stirred up. - from? Who is looking at me eye to eye, Who is giving me kisses
T_}_\is is Rosh Hashanah, which is the beginning of Aseres of the mouth? Who is embracing me, so to speak?
Yemei Teshuvah. The whole character of Aseres Yemei Teshuvah 1 would say that this is where our main problem lies. We
is “they will go in the radiance of Your countenance.” We need to don’t have enough deveikus with Hashem. We do things “pr ofe_‘.-i-_
finish up correcting our sins on Erev Rosh Hashanah, before we sionally.” We need to educate our children to develop an emo-
*en__l__g____ter judgment. The feshioah of Aseres Yemel Teshuvah is some- tional relationship, to love Hashem and the Torah and Yiddishkeit.
thing else. It is turning the keruvim around so they will be “face
to face.”
“Face to face” means like two people who are looking at
each other. Eyes to eyes, mouth to mouth, ears to ears. Itis a T e 33 W
situation of being together and truly relating to one another.
“Turned to the side” is different. They don’t look straight at
each other, they glance to the side.
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% Essay 31: Rosh Hashanah — Day of Prayer B 293

Asking for One’s  IT IS IMPORTANT FOR US to know what spe-
Needs on Rosh  cifically we should pray for on this “Day
Hashanah  of Prayer.”

We find that the honor of Heaven is
a primary theme of the Rosh Hashanah prayers: “And therefore,
put Your fear, Hashem our G-d, upon all of Your creations,” and
“It is incumbent upon us to praise the Master of the universe.”
Nevertheless, a_person must clearly understand that on Rosh
Hashanah he has to pray for himself and for his family. Indeed,
R’ Yisroel Salanter zt”] stated (brought in Toras HaGaon R’
Yisroel Salanter, 55): “One who prays and concentrates in his Rosh
Hashanah prayers on the honor of Heaven and he does not pray
on this day, The Day of Judgment, for his children and their suste-
nance [is making a mistake]. Even though the Zohar writes, ‘Those

34
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that pray fqr the welfare of their children and their sustenance are

like dogs barking for food,” in our generation, if we prayed only
for_the honor of Heaven and not for ourselves, our prayers wauld
be tainted with falsehood.

“After all, even if they would ask one to give charity to
strengthen Torah scholars, he would refuse to give, effectively
demonstrating that his money is very precious to him. If when
Rosh Hashanah comes, he prays for the honor of Heaven and not
for his own needs, it is as if he denounced the ownership of all of
his property. Since this is not an accurate reflection of who he is,
it will cause the accuser to indict him, chas v'shalom.”
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L" (\ We take this “Day of Prayer” with
all of its wonderful blessings, shed tears and offer our prayers for
our livelihood and for our health. But we forget the most impor-
tant concern — “For Your sake, O Living G-d.” We should pray for

a life of repentance and a life of fulfilling the Divine will, a life of
Torah and yiras Shamayim.
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