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Atz=eret Attunerment

TYWUN 2 Nivav

In memory of

Aryeh Leib ben Sender

Asher zl

and Reuven ben Yaakov Ha Levi 2zl

OUR HERITAGE

THE FESTIVAL IS REFERRED TO BY
four names: the Festival of Reap-
ing, as the verse (Shemos 23:16)
states: And the Festival of reaping,
the first of your produce which you shall sow in your fields; the Festival
of Shavuos {weeks], as the verse (ibid. 34:22) states: And the Festival
of Shavuos you shall make, the first of the reaping of your wheat and
(Devarim 16:10): You shall make the Festival of Shavuos to Hashem your
God; the Festival of Bikkurim — first fruits — as the verse (Bemidbar
28:26) states: And on the day of bikkurim, when you offer a new gift-
offering; and Atzeres, from the Rabbinic literature.

@, The Festival of Reaping refers to the reaping of wheat which takes
place during this period, for wheat is the latest grain in thefields.
When it is reaped, the yearly work is completed and is marked by
the bringing of a gift-offering of new grain to the Beis ha-Mikdash.

The Festival of Shavuos [weeks] is an allusion to the seven weeks
which are counted from Pesach, the fiftieth day being celebrated as
a holiday marking the date when the Torah was given.

¢ The day of bikkurim commemorates the offering brought of the
¢wo selected loaves of bread, an offering which served to aliow man

0 bring grain-offerings from the new produce. This day also marks
the beginning of the period for bringing the altar offerings of first
fryits from the seven species for which the Land of Israel is praised.

Atzeres is the name used by our Sages to refer to this Festival,
connoting that the essence of this holiday is as a concluding eighth
day for the seven days of Pesach. The intervening period of forty-

nine days is not considered to be an interruption, but is seen as a

Shavuos — the names
of the Festival

prolonged chol ha-mo‘ed linking the first part of the holiday with its
summation. In a sense, it is similar to Shemini Atzeres — the eighth
and concluding day of Sukkos — and is therefore referred to as the
Atzeres of Pesach.
—-@ By right, the concluding day of Sukkos — Shemini Atzeres —
should also have been celebrated fifty days after the Festival. How-
ever, because of the difficulties of traveling during the rainy season,
God did not burden the people by ordaining that they return to
Jerusalem a second time (Yalkut Shimoni, parashas Pinchas 782).
There are five Scriptural references to the Festival of Shavuos:
in the portions Mishpatim, Ki Sisa, Pinchas, and Re’eh the Torah uses
the names that we mentioned. In parashas Emor, however, where
the Torah speaks of the special obligations of this Festival, none of
these names are used, for the essence of the Festival, as noted, is as
a continuation and conclusion to Pesach.
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RAV SCHWAB ON PRAYER
M a3

5 13083 — With love. We ask HaKadosh Baruch Hu to grant us the frame of

*mind to practice the mitzvos not out of compulsion, or with a feeling of

restriction, but out of love for Him and His Torah.

3 7N7N3 Y XM — Enlighten our eyes through Your Torah. We ask
HaKadosh Baruch Hu to give us the ability to find the hidden treasures in His
Torah. It is not necessary to be a genius or a gaon to find something new in
the Torah. Every Jewish neshamah has a share in the Torah. As David

wonders in Your Torah (Tehillim 119:18). There is no end to new knowledge
that can be found in the Torah. For example, notwithstanding the fact that
the popular Chumash Mikraos Gedolos contains dozens of mefarshim of
Rishonim and Acharonim, Rav Samson R. Hirsch still found new insights to
the Torah that had not been explained before. This holds true for other
commentators, such as Malbim and Ha'amek Davar, who were also privi-
leged by HaKadosh Baruch Hu to be enlightened with chiddushei Torah that
had never been known before. And it applies equally to the commentators
on the Mishnah and Gemara, and Shulchan Aruch.

The Torah describes Moshe Rabbeinu, in the following pesukim, as the
greatest human being who ever lived. 719 5% 19 K11 1K "3 993 myn M2y
v 7 NIAM AN K91 AKX 12 1318, My servant Moshe; in My entire house
he is the trusted one. Mouth to mouth do I speak to him; in a clear vision and not
in riddles, at the image of Hashem does he gaze (Bamidbar 12:7-8); X33 0p K%}
omE PK 0D T YT WK MWD YR 1y, Never again has there arisen in Israel
a prophet like Moshe, whom Hashem had known face to face (Devarim 34:10).

Moshe Rabbeinu had the greatest insight into HaKadosh Baruch Hu that is
humanly possible; three times he had spent forty days on Har Sinai in the
closest proximity to HaKadosh Baruch Hu that is humanly possible; and yet,
after having seen and experienced all this, at the age of 120 years, he
expresses a tefillah to HaKadosh Baruch Hu in which he says: ntyni mpx
MY WK YIND THWA YK M WK ARITT 370 DK 7T DK 7Y NK NIk
012321 Pwyn), You have just begun to show Your servant Your greatness,
etc. (Devarim 3:24).

oshe Rabbeinu recognized that all of the exalted experiences of his
entire life were but the beginning of his insight into the way in which
HaKadosh Baruch Hu reveals Himself. He realized that there is so much
more to see.

HaMelech said, anyimm nixgs: movaxs «vy 3, Open my eyes, so that I may see § N

A person may have been learning Torah for forty years, and may have
reviewed the same Gemara many times, and yet all of a sudden he gains a
new insight that he had never understood before. He has then received nqxi
oy, enlightenment, from HaKadosh Baruch Hu on that particular part of the
Torah.

««5 PM¥YH3 135 P27 — Attach our hearts to Your commandments. Once
our eyes have been enlightened through Torah learning, our hearts become
attached to its mitzvos. This attachment is known as dikduk b'mitzvos. The

ore one learns, the more he is able to fulfill the mitzvos properly. And even

m
’q%n a simple level, one may think that he is doing the mitzvos properly, but

without learning he cannot possibly do so, especially with regard to the
mitzvos of Shabbos and Yom Tov, the halachos of tzitzis and tefillin, berachos
~ even Kiddush and Bircas HaMazon.

“'PThe result of diligent Torah learning is not only that we become more
desirous of doing the mitzvas asei as, for instance, Shabbos and Yamim
Tovim, but we become equally desirous of avoiding even the slightest
aveirah. Our hearts become attached to every aspect of Torah and mitzvos.

\b ~

w5021 — To uphold the mitzvos. This is not the same as niwyY, which
means to observe the mitzvos. o3p means to strengthen and uphold the
observance of mitzuos even if this involves hardships that may cause one to
neglect them for various reasons. Some mitzvos may even interfere with
one’s livelihood or other important aspects of one's life. We ask HaKadosh

i Baruch Hu to give us the strength, in the face of all odds, to uphold those
mitzuos that are about to fall and be trampled upon.
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A day of assembly

ninaed / ﬁ@'ﬂﬁpl

SOME OF THE COMMENTATORS EX-
plain that the designation Atzeres con-
notes ingathering or assembly. They
_note that Moshe, when referring to the day on which the Torah was
“given, speaks of the day of Atzeres [Assembly] (Devarim 9:10).

. Others maintain that the name Atzeres was given to the Festival
i'because the holiday — after the destruction of the Beis ha-Mikdash

$2MYTPRYR pY MY oY TR 3R
Y X o8 [BR :OMBR TyhYa *hagm
v _— o303 293 M) Kop :bwsn 11
$RM P2 _KX31aa% ny1ay rp i ong
$278 Y T MR Dlpyg X0 g

*— has no special mitzvos other than the obligation to refrain from - RN T S1PRIT agn niyax — noss

“work — 1. e., atzeres from the Hebrew root connoting refraining or
sstopping.
14
226 TIMELESS SEASONS
Q . Q (A(;\\\S Qd’”‘m
ATZERES

The yom tov of Shavuos has many names and one of them is
Atzeres. Its actual meaning is not clear-cut and the usual trans-
lation, “solemn assemblv”, could apply to any yom tov when
Jews assemble together and not specifically to Shavuos.

Perhaps one can explain this particular name in the fol-
lowing way. In tractate Shabbos (88a), cur Sages relate that the
original acceptance of the Torah at Mount Sinai was under
duress. Nearly one thousand vears later, on Purim, the Jewish
nation reaffirmed their allegiance voluntarily. It appears that

something in the natural events of the Purim episode affected

their attitude towards Torah more than all the supernatural
miracles of the Exodus that led up to the revelation at Sinai!
~~J It has been suggested that on Purim, klal Yfsroel were star-
tled by a remarkable feature. Haman’s deefee to annihilate
thém stemmed from Mordechai’s refusal to bow down to
him. Everyone else gave him honour except for a single Jew,
and this rebuff, from but one individual, so enraged Haman
that he decided to wipe out the entire Jewish community. The
craving for one extra morsel of adulation was so strong that,
because it was withheld, Haman set in motion a horrendous
Final Solution as a reprlsal.

4 Such is the latent power of evil within human nature. A
streak of jealousy, wounded pride, or an unfulfilled desire can
reduce a person to absolute inhumanity and this “discovery”
alarmed the Jews.They realised that there was an urgent need

for somethmg to help control such evﬂ inclinations and en-

able them to preserve human dignity and decency. Hence it
was ‘the shock of Haman’s behaviour that prompted klal Yisroel
to make a-fresh kabolas haTorah on Purim because only Torah
provides a reliable antidote to the machlna_tlgns of the satan,
as our Sages say in tractate Kiddushin (30b). It was then more
than ever before that they recognised how necessarv it was to
renew their loyalty to the Divine Torah and henefit from jts

counsel and protection (Pnei Efraim)

Yo

> This could well be the significance behind the name

Atzeres in specific relation to Shavuos. In Hebrew, nyy means

to restrain and on this particular yom tov, klal Yisroel was en-_
dowed with the power of restraint through the medium of

«the Torah which they received. The more we assimilate its
wisdom and fulfil its directives, the better equipped we are to

2 9°8 nImay an .nanke oy o
) npgn MEM NRY 077 0O0R T30 71
RY 093 X9 1 YY) ,09KYRD

Al

live with discipline and control our baser instincts. As King
Shlomo wrote in Koheles px nnnan 1o o Imm, the supe-
riority of man over beast is px, which means that it is man’s
ability to say no and exercise self-mastery, which na animal
possesses and is the elixir of Torah, which, more than anything
else, invests us with that capacity.

)kln our own times, this ability is more necessary than ever
before, We live in a frightening age of permissiveness, disobe-
dience, and callous brutality with people unashamedly dis-
playing their worst instincts. Decency 1s in tatters, authority
is derided, and the sanctity of life is an outmoded concept.
he idea of saying “no” to the beast within us is not fashion-
able. It is, therefore, doubly important nowadays to remem-
ber that over three thousand years ago, the Divine Torah was
bequeathed to us for that very purpose — to furnish us with
the power of atzeres and enable us to restrain our baser mch—

nations.
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