The Lesson of Hanukah

What_i nuk [i.e., which miracle doefsw d';:‘nul.;,ah
te]? The Rabhis learned [in a baraisa from Megillas
CT:::i::;TﬁiaWLen the Greeks entered the Temple they defiled
all the oils that were in it; and when the Hasmonean dyn_asty
triumphed and defeated the Syrian-Greeks, [the “.do":?ﬁ
Kohanim) searched, but found only one container of oil, whi !
had been laid aside [in some hidden place (Rashi)l, vtnth the seal
of the High Priest [in such a manner that it hafl obviously been
untouched, and hence undefiled, by the Syrians (Rashi)l; b;.l‘t
there was only enough oil in it to !igh‘t the [Templg M'em‘m 1
f e day. j t
e?gr I;ndaﬁ.zl'he following year, they ﬁxet_i 9nr{ established thﬁa

[days] as festivals of praise and thanksgiving. ‘
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13271 10 — The Rabbis taught in a Baraisa:  nig myn — The
essential COMMANDMENT OF the CHANUKAH lights'® ww M
N33 —is one LIGHT each night for A MAN AND HIS entire HOUSE-

HOLD.2  p97nnm — AND THOSE WHO PURSUE MITZVOSi?) have

“m) K535 1) — one LIGHT each night FOR EACHAND EVERY ONE

in_their household.?? _pP7mpa P P770RT) — AND for THOSE

WHO MOST FERVENTLY PURSUE MITZVOS, 23 i D™ niK 1kaw N3
naw P KT — REIS SHAMMAT SAY that on the FIRST DAY of
Chanukah ONE KINDLES EIGHT lights 71 nmis quagixan —
and HENCEFORTH CONTINUOUSLY DECREASES that amount,®4
ni prY 70 PwxT ot orRix S 31 — BUT BEIS HILLEL SAY that
on the FIRST DAY ONE KINDLES ONE light 7717 19t 7228} 821

— and HENCEFORTH CONTINUOUSLY INCREASES that amount.®®)
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On Chanukah:
M2 In the days of Mattisyahu, the son of Yochanan,
the High Priest, the Hasmonean, and his sons —
when the wicked Greek kingdom rose up against Your
people Israel to make them forget Your Torah and
cormpel them to stray from-the statutes of Your Will*
— You in Your great mercy stood up for them in the

time of their distress. You took up their grievance,
Judged their claim, and avenged their wrong.! You

delivered the strong into the hends of the weak, the
-many_inte the hands_of the few, the impure into the
‘hands of the pure, the wicked i
righteous, and the wanton* into the hands of the
diligent students of Your Torah. For Yourself You
made a great and holy Name in Your world, and for
Your people Israel you worked a great victory? and
salvation as this very day.* Thereafter.* Your children
came to_the Holy of Holies of Your House, cleansed
Your Temple, purified the site of Your Holiness and

kindled lights in the Courtyards of Your Sanctuary;
i hlished £} ioht d £ Cl kah to

<

express thanks and praise to Your great Name.
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The Hebrew word i i h. This word also
means “to admit” or “to acknowledge.” Rabbi Hutner said that
every expression of thanks that one person gives to another is .
really a form of admitting.”' People sometimes have difficulty
saying “thank you” to another person because it implies that
the first person needed the second. People who are very
arrogant don’t want to admit that they need something from
someone else. Thus, thanking someone is related to the idea
of admitting something. In the Modim prayer, we admit that
we need God and that we appreciate everything He gives us. It
is much easier for us to believe that we independently accom-

plish and provide everything we have, rather than it is to give
credit to God. A . i

¥ .
The first place in the Torah where the Hebrew word for
“thanks” gppears is when Leah gave birth to her fourth son,
Judah. She said, “This time I will thank God.” " Rashi. com-
ments that Leah felt grateful to God for her having had each of

her children. However, her husband, Jacob, had three other
wives. Since they all knew that Jacob was destined to have
dwelve sons, they initially assumed that each wife would have
three sons. When Leah had Judah, she recognized that she

her portion. Upon the

had been granted more sons than was her portion
birth of her fourth son, i d that she had been
given something that was beyond her fair share.

= As long as people get what they feel entitled to have, they
find it hard to thank the benefactor for these gifts. They feel

is rightfully theirs. True thanks-
giving occurs when people feel they have been given more
than deserve. e

In the Modim prayer we say that God is the source of all

goodness and that is why we have received from Him. We are
not so arrogant as to say that we have received because we
deserved to receive.




€
We normally take our existence for granted. Thus, with these

words we admit to God that every moment of our livesis a gift
that He has granted to us.

“For Our Souls . . .”

Next we thank God “for our souls which are in safekeeping
with You.” With these words we thank God not only'for the
fact of our existence, but also for the quality of our existence.
The quality of our lives is due to the fact that we each havga a
soul. It is not enough to “admit” our thanks to God for having
a soul. When we think about the tremendous quality of _havmg

--a soul, we must sing God's praises: “And tell Your praise . . .

for our souls.” _
€} Rabbi Yose HaGalili said: ““This sign should always be in your
hand. As long as a person is alive, his soul is in the hand of his
Creator.”¢ This means that God designates a_ tremendous

amount of soul for each person, but each of us must draw it
Antg ourselves. God sets up the situation, but it is up to each of

us to do what we must to release the soul ﬁg‘m its root into_
ourselves. Each of us has within us only a fraction of what our

gouls contain. God evaluates what we do with what we have,
and if we merit it, He sends more of our souls into us.

In this Modim prayer, we thank God for giving us life. \_Ne
also thank Him for desi i i iri
‘to us, should we only wish to make use of it.
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The Talmud speaks ot the miracle ot the oil and it
is that event that our Menorah-lighting ritual sym-
bolize. but, as our prayers make plain, the entire
process leading up to it — skirmish, battle, and
onslaught — was the primary miracle. We celebrate
the oil because it was God’s means of showing us
what we would otherwise not have known — that it
was He Who delivered the strong, many, and wanton
into the hands of those who were weak and few but
who fought for the sake of God’s Torah.

i®

This requirement to be appreciative in appropriate measure
can be illustrated in the following way. Insofar as both Jews
and gentiles are alive, they each have the same things for which
to be thankful. Nevertheless, Jews must also be a preciative of
what we get as a people that is different from what any other
people receive. In addition to expressing appreciation for what
we have personally and individually been granted, we must
~express special appreciation for having been singled out for

- Special gifts from God.

For this reason, we are required to give three types of “thank

. you” to God: One is for those gifts that we have received as

living beings. A second is for those gifts that we have received
as Jews. The third is for what we have received as individuals.
If we address only one or two of these three, then we are
derelict in our reciprocating to God what He has given us. If
we don’t thank God for wh ifi i n_
we have not really appreciated God’s unique relationship with
us as individuals. )
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immediate consequepce of His will. What He wills comes
into being without need of any intermediary. We call God's

act 1 “miracle” when He wills an occurrence which is novel
and unfamilier to us and which consequently makes us
aware of the hand of God. We call God's acts “nature”
when He wills that cermain_events should occur in 2
recognizable pattern with which we become familiar. This
familiarity presents us with a challenge, We can choose 1o
recognize that these events too have as their sole and
immediate cause the unferrered will of Hashem. Or we can
imagine thet Hashem has delegated cermain powers to
“Nature,” and that within the realm of Nature man too has.
the ability to influence events by the process of cause and
effect. The whole concept of “nature™ is thus nothing buta
test for the human being.
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These lights we kindle upon the miracles, the won-
‘5'?;:' e ders,* tie salvations, and the battles which you
performed for our forefathers in those days at this season _fhrou;h
Your holy priests. During all eight days of Chanukah these lights are
sacred, and we are not permitted to make ordinary use of them,” but to
look at them in order to express thanks and praise to Your great Name*
for Your miracles, Your wonders and Your salvations. i 4 &
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Hanukah lights to be lit each night — whether they should
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be lit over the eight days in_ascending order, from one to
eight (Beit Hillel), or descending order, from eight to one (Beit
Shammai). The issue was whether the Sages ordained the
choicest mitzvah in accordance with the service of the inward
ones, whose joy increases from day to day (“ma’‘alin b’kodesh
— ascending in sanctity”), or in accordance with the service

"—'———-"'"___-——._.-—_—.-—__.
of the average Jew, whose emotions are at their height on
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the opening day and drop o ival
successi ease. This also corresponds to the order of
the bulls of Sukkot as explained above.
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Historians should beware of seeking providential patterns in events.
They are all too easily found, for we are credulous creatures, born to
believe, and equipped with powerful imaginations which readily
producc and rearrange data to suit any transcendental scheme. Yet
excessive scepticism can produce as serious a distortion as-credulity.
The historian should take into account all forms of evidence, including
those which are or appear to be metaphysical. If the earliest Jews were
able to survey, with us, thd history of their Drogmx,jh:mouldm
nathing surprising in it. They always knew that Jewish society was
appointed to be a pilot-project for the entire human race, That Jewish

i Aetscrol] - Sablot ()

23. Although embellished mitzvah observance {(myn 7177) is required
wherever it is feasible (see below, 133b, and Succak 33a), the Rabbis
uniquely prescribed multiple levels of enhancement for the command-
ment of the Chanukah lights. This is because the miracle commemorated
_by_thig mitzyah was itself ¢ oned by an act of enhanced mitzvah
performance: Althnggh the J

ews found only a single undefiled flask of
oil, they could have sustained the Menorah_ service for eight days by

opting for a standard level of kindling, That is, since there is no mini-
. mum requirement regarding the thickness of the wicks used in the

Temple, they could have fashioned very thin wicks — ones Ys of their
_.normal gize, Whlc.h wou]d requ.lre very little oil. The_v chose, however, to

reason the R@bbm msgggj;ed for the mitzvah of Chanukah a multiplicity
of enhancements not found in other mitzvos (Beis HaLevi ; cf. Chidushei
HaGriz ibid. 11 p prvmm ).

dilemmas, dramas and catastrophes should be exemplary, larger than

life, would se: to them. That Jews should over the

millennia attract s

be regrettable but only to be expected. Above all, that the Jews should

mlLsummc,_wh:n all :hgsg o;bc ancient people were transmuted or
How

could it be otherwise? Providence decreed it and the Jews obeyed. The

orian_may say: there is no such thing as providence. Possibly not.
e _But human canfidence in such an historical dynamic, if it is strong and

tenacious enough, is a force in itself, which.pushes on the hinge of

_events and moves them. The Jews believed they were a special people
“with such unanimity and DasmMMMngy

became one. They did indeed have a role because they wrote it for
themselves. Therein, perhaps, lies the key to their story.
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“N Onchs umh ovnm 1 e continues in_his 1ower n3 '5: The four letters of the word

™ LTS oafp oo oeams m":n,"? y 7221 are the same as those inscribed on the four faces of

DT £I6B) pdp ops e 1% YOS o the Hanukah top (the dreidel). Moreover. Hanukah is

cciebrated abour the time that the sidrah w2t is read in the
Synagogue. The letters are the initials of four waords
designaring certain forces in man and ir was the corru
i (= tion of these forces which brought about the sufferings of
AR R xn NN PR 3, Pan e the exile in the above-mentioned four nations with the
A%WD3 AaPnya abnab T Ry WX onn intencion of removing this corruprion. The forces are

oMW pen " i .
o I,PT o] ’(avmn 3 75 nanag ypa i those of the physical, emartional. and intellectug| elements
by ';;;51;,: in‘t'lmxp T3 P W py nanna of_the soul plus the general fores whickh comprises the

N YYM m by WX MK Tiena 13T wtality of human apritudes: 3. wan Yaw, qn, The firs:

155; ;
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