Esther: Everlasting Experience
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18. Chazal say that in the future, with the coming of
Mashiach, even if all the holidays will be nullified,
Purim will still be celebrated (Midrash Mishies 9:2).
Why is this so?

1. Most of the holidays of the year are rooted in the miracles
of yetzias Mitzrayim, the Exodus from Egypt. However,
when Mashiach arrives, the miracles that will occur will
be so numerous and spectacular that the miracles of
yerzias Mitzrayim will pale 'inmEBmparisor'i".‘wT'ﬁe—y will be
like a candle next to a torch. The miracles of Purim, on
the other hand,_rgE{%gnt the beginning of the wiping
out of Amalek, one of the main events of the Final

§ Redemption. As such, Purim is the very begin_l}_i_x_l'g_pitbc
Final Redemption, and it will the®fore stand out and
remain a great celebration. 7

(Bnei Yissaschar, Maamarei Chodesh Adar 4:8)
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1. When giving rzedakah throughout the year, one may check to
see that the one requesting the szedzkats is legitimately in need.
On Purim, however, the halachah is that o YRS OPTIT TR
— “We are not exacting with Purim money [zedabah]” such
that 1 oyt 5ob 17 opisy m by — “Anyone who extends his
hand to request [rzedakah], we give to him® (Shulchan Aruch,
Orach Chaim 694:3). The Aruch HaShulchan (Orach Chaim
694:1) explains that this means, PYIRPTST? TR PR — “We do
- not check after him {to determine if Re i genuinely in need].”
—
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And it is just because of this hiddenness that we can
and must exert ourselves to reveal the Divine hand. When

q

the Jews at the time of Purim were faced with events which

/
(
)

could easily have been’ perceived as mere coincidence and

9

nan

W9 oD WY e mp‘?
RORYTLEMEN DR WY newR qwyw 21T MIRYDITY 20 My
X127 Pry’ o1 RN MXDEIM 0°033 M XY DYI9Y D1oe Moan

0737 95 NN PYI PV ORI IR D3 97 0001 0007 1k n7wm aonws

JITRVA A2IR37 Dya x12% Pavd 1ub yInng 19307 DT 735 DR OR7

vet chose to see that Hand within those events, that was a
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deep and real acceptance of Torah. At Sinai, Torah was
cbvious, no effort was needed to perceive the Divine, and in
a sense the human role was secondary. At Purim the Divine
was far from obvious, and that is why the Jewish people’s
acceptance of Hashem's rule then .was, in the same sense,
more meaningful. T o
Amalek’s defeat at'the time of Moshe and Yehoshua
was great, but Haman's defeat at the time of Esther was
greater. To see the light when it is overpowering is not
difficult; to cause the light to shine when darkness seernsl

overpowering is heroic. Purim is the ttme of masks; Hashem
has_gone into hiding in Jewish history, He has donned a
mask. But He is not distant; if one is distant he does not need]
a mask to avoid being identified, the distance achieves that
No, a mask is necessary when one is very close and yet
wishes to remain hidden.
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The joy of Purim is the joy of knowing that this world has pur-

pose and design and is not left to blind chance, There is no happi-

ness greater than the resolution of doubt. Purim resolved the doubts
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caused by Amalek. This joy is expressed by the Gemara enjoining us

to drink wine “ad dlo yads” (Megillah 7b), becoming intoxicated

until one cannot discern between blessing Mordechai and cursing
Haman. One who has faith and trust in HaKadosh Baruch Hu, and
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ealizes that it is He who runs the world, can feel secure even in a

situation where his own lack of control is most apparent, where he
is not even sure what is positive and what is negative. The realization
that the world is not the product of chance and accident, but the
creation of an intelligent G-d who gives it purpose and ditection,
gives the Jew a feeling of intense self-worth because he is of supreme
importance in G-d’s plan.
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The word “ha’min” is io more than the question itself;
in the sentence “Did you eat...?" the word “ha'min” is simply
that part of the s'y‘htax which poses the question. That is
Haman and that is Amalek: the spiritual force which is
represented by Amalek is the force which distances Hashem
from the world, as it were, that force which blinds human
éyes to the higher truth. Amalek is the gap between Hashem
and the world. -

Tue Ié"f",ENCE OF PURIM @ 155 R . %Eu oLl'C‘C
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AMALEK THE ATHEIST
After the miracles of the Exodus and the splitting of the sea,

the entire world stood in awe of Klal Yisrael and Hashem,
who had redeemed and protected them. Only Amalek refused
to acknowledge that there was a divine power guiding the events
in this world. Where others saw the divine hand, they saw only
blind luck and coincidence.
Why was Amalek different from all the other nations?

It says in Mishlei (19:25), “Hit the scoffer and the fool will be
awakened.” "The Midrash says that the “scoffer” refers to Ama-
lek and the “fool” refers to Yisro (Shemos Rabbab 27:6). Rabbi
Tzadok HaKohen of Lublin explains that the scoffer believes in
nothing and the fool believes in everything (Tzidkas HaTzaddik
260). Until Amalek, all the nations were either believers in G-d,
like Klal Yisrael and some of the nations of the world, or idolaters
who believed that the various powers of the world functioned inde-
pendently and intelligently and had to be served as gods; like Yisro,
they believed in everything. Amalck was the firs to introduce athe-
ism as a philosophy — believing in nothing, that the world wa
not created or guided by any intelligent power, but was rather th

\_result of the blind forces of nature alone. -

S,

Although idolatry is evil, it is not as serious as atheism. Idola-
try can serve as a springhoard to believe in G-d, as it did for Avra-
ham Avinu and Yisro. One starts with a belief in a powet, and one
deduces that there must be a power that is supreme who created
and guides all the other powers. But the denial of any intelligent

reation or guiding force, attributing all to the blind forces of
chance, will never lead one to believe,

= In this respect, the Maharal says, Amalek is the antithesis“of
Klal Yisrael. We are at one end of the spectrum and hence called
“reishis” the beginning, and Amalek is at the other end of the

spectrum, also called “reishis” as it says, “Reishis goyim Amalek —
Amalek is the first among nations” (Bemidbar 24:20). All the other
nations are in the middle, and there is 2 struggle that is taking place
0n an ongoing basis, a tug of war. We strive to influence the world
to abandon their idolatry and believe in the one G-d. Amalek strives,
to influence the world to abandon their idolatry and become non- -

believers, atheists

ghe Torah describes Amalek as “the one who chanced upon vou
on the way” (Devarim 25:18), because vie

mere chance. Amalek is further described as “not yirei Elobim”. —

?tl}c_y did not fear G-d as He is manifest in nature, They refused Lo}

recognize G-d’s connection to the world and the events that occur
within it. As atheists. they even denied rhe interventian of elobim
acheirim, of other, secondary intelligent powers. So they attacked us
“baderech,” on the path, This word is used consistently in describing
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Amalek’s attack in Beshalach, in Ki Savo, and in Shmuel, Perhaps the
significance of this is that one who believes in an intelligent divine.
force that created and guides the world believes that the world has
2 purpose and goal — a pazh that has been designed for it. An athe-
Jst, who believes only in random chance, denies such a path. He
claims that the occurrences are random and drirelated, not part of :

some master plan. Amalek attacks us on our path to receive the To- ¥

rah, challenging the concept of a path, which

meaning in the world. :
){»('Hlis explains another word used in conjunction with Amalek:
machar, “tomorrow.” Moshe joins Yehoshua to fight Amalek “to-

signifies purpose and

morrow” (Shemos 17:9). Similarly, in the megillah Esther tells the
king she will inform him “tomorrow” concerning Haman (Esther

5:8). We who believe in G-d, who has 2 master plan for the w?)?fd,i

have a romorrow. Amalek, the atheist, has no tomortrow, only the
present, a chance accident that may or may not continue.

j'(;’) ’1_\7_/\0‘((3/0’2/\03 9\‘0

M PDANK mSam nun 1B KW mb abmna mhon oD 1 T

2% 37P1 DL PMa B TP oAYEb AY 1avn O™mr-5y DMK vk

M NYIT ooy b mnon o1 TWIBMAW Mgy ,MWn naxbn
5522 p5nya mnSnm vIsa nMe HmEn Sw ~ar

NK DWW T AW DX AP TNDK TR N3 - ADK nYuna (K) '
nrby oeph” o ia Y3 YX nSww nrvea T ana 3 vb nrownn
MW 533 1 Wy Twmn oe DK IR WA Wy yank or nx oy nees
251 oMby, DL 2aR M mwynY 1270 Yapna 19 1KY Lo Lb) “raw
TONT T Aw DR oy nens mye x5 omby onbin 93 S Yy
MWLM D02 DY oon bR o mwt maw 533 nanr nans

{M13-12 ,DW nw) "BYITA 10y xb ovon nmmn NN ];}l_"_t_(f? yes ity Rkt




g

W WwaKY Yevmn
NI My XS Py

0 MW W RS vy webwi mea i mo

S omn bW nK i fnye NBKY [yt e
PR A KM e nbrwS sy A27D NOK wn my bax

MY INOK ORKY T anan nanvn_ KN pony nnrbnw v o
131 b 5194 on1 orinb popy Sw W Saw Kb 22ZR0 1271 Awyx nm
100 NYD MK K PWwa 190 Avanm wra by ayn DIK MK Ko
PRV D000 K phuy nkw nye xon m anmb TNWPA NIK AT DK
MK ova 7% npiwn nvwn ol 22y b pxnen ura xan i
1207 N2 TWYK ey 1 T W NG Mae a

NRKD 7297 Sw amea ywa nns TIOY Y A AYEa wn yopn

oey orsT g TA_aOpvni kn wein Sy oML N mebamm
A3 11 Swonpinb AX TV Maotisn Ko
MWW YN Nan osb 9 xndl

2, L5

W DY W oaabn bax 19 m
X5 bxw ‘?:m NI W T 1 xon
W3 w5 vt 53 nx Texe ANW_KYT 172 00w mankn mwa amx

MM _Nwhsa nmyn R3_MNKI_ N abwvaw pn 53 nnx YN

'

13 OX 0 bt o1 a3 xpm) “paImawe 5337 nvvmn mnr TPy
SIMOX NSN3 MWNSHA MWwNT TIRGS RN guny awa whnnadn nrm

ey jeiwa wk R u Yun Sy ax nox mxme
DAL DANDD 07X DR AW AR Y MeESt e VAR ot .00 0 ovn

J(1_p) ey mw a3
7K1 146 M) PW9 NPOY 1pSMA LT pUva 1Y NGRY VAR 1IN

MK YD M KT A51RT NY WA ouTiTT Tnon Kaw MNK (%) @
VRN ANOXW DYB¥1H WhT (0 ,0) "WV W TAWRI T 90 1M AnYRw
INOK B71X .OYA S RTm M 1ayn ny muse MIpn N3 ey an
TMTI DR T DT WYY L ewa wR oy i o In»e nwpan
2RYT DT Ny 9172 by wn Ten Swonw T 5w e T s
WPIY DY Ymvw bR M 2D W o BRI WDl aw &S w
202 T NN X3, BT B nmn a0 anya
Sy AOXW nyan ,Anvwa anox nwpas nonmnnt v Abxw e @)
ZINY N¥IZ oWt DY OX MY Wap oyv on e nen mpnit -
ONT 933 991w vI8 IR Qo ov oanka eHY T TIPS v v
' 21T T Y T b nyw m oK et Yw
UM Sw o m nman Sw 17190071 e Yy noon moxen ()
Twow oA, nws Sy Tmyy 1rpa Yonn nu Twi DT KW K
DI AWy TRwn o K WYY 1 WY avIaRa in vK ws qwy
ATY TWNRMD W02 WY AVAIRD W WY wowa onms s WK
121 A7 W3 P03 VIR IVIRT DIN Lo o) “INRRY Anwn oY ImK e
ELKNT TN YYIA 0 B B T 2T P pw Rk O Wi
QKT AMRA 5V DY DY DOWAW ST 27 BmanRe I e "y

ey ovn k5
I3 B W IR Ay 01 MRS AT o YIPI Y13 I DX K (1)

N Y R Owyn nviea oK ax Y 7 T e s Swws wi

JTRY_ D1 1277 030 DK Y1apY KT M 3IRY onpa SRAnKE b
e
A9

Y 3 MUKW 99 Nk oS WL MK onmin uK ke mo
nE_MYY 713 QoW B INoK Nwpan 151 My ko phay oo pubnb
NS M vaps o 135 .pbny bwonmvwon mmawm ant nrmmd

MY DMK TRYY T MNWRT UMK ML DT yer weTs

qPn 93 NX oeph 0T™Bo DWMMmI ST YR MoK Lo o2 oT™MYa
TIWRIL.OTINM. AR MBI M AX onPL M NN DM RKe
I DTIMW YN0 oo W 11 ;8- ow) oy Sy nwss by’ mnp
Ny Sy avme v wem g 535 mbw o vy 2w W
K5 Ty 0T Swoanae nwew amxd my Sw o 535 10 A mrm
DPIDDA NAYTAW “YIIW DATLDAK 0y 935 o KOK MTaw o g

SV TPIT N NUITNY BYDIW TN TV INNY) NX PTYn WK K

AMEN A1-2Y 19 12 W MYy anmw

SRR 137 LW PAKRY MWK PR KW - pbay nnnn mvea (3 ,
AT TR NPRYIT MO U9 0K DT maw TInT ponyi K
71-1 03 PV T D RN 5T vaws SRown phny Sw anwkan mnnbnn mnx

P70y Sw W par a7 5 WA e nmw) #n m ponya b mmnbn
KD MW NPT vn D o xmmny ‘oY Xean k91 nbw nwn K9 ,n‘?w:
Pony mwyn Nt by RMIKT mynit e o rnvow obwb nomw 1 bw
73T MK FIMAN.. 27301 92K 707 95 Y-k T i iy nyh ma m we

Sor s oy 7phmy
. . ° oD
TOYZW 00 MK BYpNaY W K phny v Y an e b JBK

22m3 T 7 Y oavm bt iR et K e aw xa%
WU TTIET MOR NYMR PR YT 03 PR ANV 9wh BKATw 8 AR
@ _DOVIM M NA Inn Sw o mxoyn N bwoor o mm anox

2nnY o1 - nyd 35wWarm AT mepnY 10 mwn o

hn 3 mphh mpbny an orimbe 4 QY

SMER WYt Sw ynon Tty Y wmavnw phny nnnbna e A

2¥ 2% MIK WM IR KT I e S on onny pony Ywowar Sy Ly

(ro.,v X Sxmw) "WIK TOR MYWK I N3 SIRwa 191 © - o)
v nmnSn wibw ny e
3w 5y Mavy et ot vha T mw wrma s PRY pony
M T 15122 V5w v b nnxb nax Sxawn pony nmnbn
MM AT S phny Swomwkan mmenbni wen mwn C N
DKM DTPINI FXWS DY BA%M PORY KN 0K BYY DYAN DonKyy |

WKLY YU i I p5nys oo K AWIR N M ywnnh Sk own -

KIM AT WK T WD YW 0Ws o-n e mnw) A 9TMS-KA A0mY T

CRRW. K D Ponyd anon Xy cxwb untnn ok Apna mbn ¢

PRY DIR2PI0T 13 70108 15910 XM AYn R Sy axm i e

PR VI T PROTIND MKTPR W IR TN 1 007 < van ok
"R IRECP TR

o
MW 0 MY ynwn rayn max manbnn nya - Rt ans wnina

M Sy A o oemb uhnx awnen PIOBT YW RYIOIT NK KN

Joavn MIxe oy fonbar DY P73 : Y7IKY IND D P05 5

XS

02 nRn% anb abxwn Sw Tmn yows Iy Sax nwaws owrenn

1275 1PWINR PRW XN MK wan ey ™9 7RI Ypnn_pynyw
D0V POy NX 1YY WHK KW n Lt xanw

Yo WK1 I WK_ponya ~nnem ™Y 3 oMb oy aw Sw m?vp:
307 20D 33190y nendn Sw vy 2w nipty Mot kYR ubKw Sk
M K 25y :pony monbna MM P DK Mo TR
VW3 "3 NOK SW NRwpa Tin 859 nYsn W AwaTn Nk K TR
TRYR Twpa XY VW [wwa pony nvnn Swonr naoi 5y Snox nwpaw
19 WBK K RTIX TN DY MO0 DYYIw 1on om0 nn o T
oy - 5wy grva KPR wes Wk v Sn ,sbay Sw mn7eny
K DIPAMKRD MY AN KK nYY [Inyam ora vk ana oy, 13"71" ’
TMY-K 7 o nena e PRt phny nhunbra K Swoaxiaa k5x
2 2 0nY pay K pYny nvmmw roy PIVSW mwdY /308 1ANK Son
JOTANKND AW KOR vy 1 ova B ,awenb e i
STINRYY TTNWR D1 7T 0P 1K UMK e

M KOK hay Yy W% MM LWHT YT K T MK TNOK Y3
ADXY 5V W TITWI INWR MK DN LET MK nwn M o nx

J1 MY DM
AT WG DT, BWRY 5Y NBMA KT T

T b Sax 1rmvn
23¥3 K b war, by wYTna yan px 120 .05 9% b phny

17 MK 125 b xOx S 278y 5w W pRw axaw xbx

6|

N

AN YT 12T YR MY e’ v TNWEY v aw ko
93 oK Sw winn mwyen nx o7 )% mwp
7.0M™ 195 o by
QK3 PR YD IMIRNwA N0y Ko
PPDUN WK 5w INnwa AXMY 7D IR0 'R 0193 2mabn’ nynm mmyb

1

YD WKy - °
" anox) 90 127 WYX ReT (K3 "

5

xRP) DY MR ) DIpwn NKW o §T W Nyt

i

“

-!:




3 LA
Amalek in gematria is safek, “doubt.” Amalek’s adamant doubt

that G-d has a connection o world events weakens belief by intro-
ducing doubts. This is the mggﬁigg of our Sagesstatement that as

long as Amalek exists G-d’s Throne and His Name are incomplete
(Tanchuma, Ki Seitzei 11). G-d’s Throne represents our tecognition

of His rule over the world. His Name signifies the divine attributes

@® with which we relate Him ro the totality of experience. As long as

Amalek exists, recognition of Hashem is only partial and dimin-
ished.

G:d’s Throne is the representation of His mulchus, His divine
providence in running the world. Amalek generates doubts and
makes it difhcult to see G-d on that Throne guiding the world.
When Amalek is arp:2d, everything appears as chance, as coinci- .
dence or the result of social, political, and economic catiecs. Thus,
the Torah refers to G-d’s throne as “eis” instead of “kises,” omitting
the alef (Shemos 17:16). When the alef representing the one G-d,
is removed from the kiései it remains “kess,” hidden, The same verse
refers to Hashem as Kab, spelled yud and hei. The four-letter Name

, of Hashem, Yud-Kei-Vav-Kei, connotes that G-d was, is, and al-
ways will be -— past, present, and future. The frst two letters of the
Name, yud and hei, are the letters needed to form the words yi/yey_ehj
and hayah — “will be” and “was.” furure and past. The second
two letters, vav and bei, are the letters in hoveh — “is,” present. As

;Flong as Amalek is a factor in the world, G-d can still be recognized
from the past by studying the incidents of divine providence that -
occur in Zanach. G-d can also be discerned in the future by study-
ing the prophecies found in Zanach, G-d’s promises of future events

* of divine providence. But in the present it is difficult to see G-d’s

& hand in the events of the world. Hence the part of G-d’s Name that
indicates past and future — the yud and hei — is intact, while the
vay and hei, which indicate present. is removed.
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This idea can be _sinﬁlarly applied with respect to prayer, in that
on Purim, Hashem answers anyone who “extends his hand” to

Him in prayer.

‘This is not to say that during the rest of the year Hashem
does not answer our zefillos. Throughout the year-Hashem
does answer zefillos, but there are many things that can
prevent Him from answering them at a particular time, .for
example, the accumulation of many sins, or even having
poor kavanah, concentration, while préyin.g. As such, wbeln
a person makes a request of Hashem during the year, it is
possible that he will not be granted what he wants Eecause
Hashem has been 7108 P91, “checking after him,” to see
if he is worthy of it or not. However, on Purim, Hashem
does not “che(l:k after the person,” but instead immediately
grants whatever is requested. It is only fiependent on one
- thing — whether one extends his “hand” in tefillab or not.

(Chiddushei HaRims; see also Sefer Yemei Purim, p. 100,
citing Meir Einei Chachaminm; A.PS.)
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