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Introduction
The Jewish community has called East Brunswick home
for the last half-century. Located along the southern shore
of the Raritan River, this established commuter suburb in
central New Jersey offers all the amenities a Jewish family
needs: a shul, schools, camps, kosher food, eruv, mikvah,
jobs, shops, parks, and spacious homes and properties.
Founded in 1975, the Young Israel of East Brunswick purchased a home on Dunhams Corner Road in 1982—the
present site of the shul—and has since built a synagogue,
social hall, beis midrash, mikvah, and school building serving more than 215 families.
We pride ourselves on fostering a diverse yet close-knit
community with members of all backgrounds. What makes
YIEB a truly special place is the unity, tolerance, and respect
shown to each person. Our “one shul” community is incredibly warm and friendly; because we congregate in the same
shul each week, we all know and support each other.
The Young Israel has popular programs for people of all
ages. Our youth department offers family programs, hosts
regional shabbatons, coordinates charity projects, and runs
social and educational programs. Adults avail themselves of
an extensive library along with weekly learning opportunities, scholar-in-residence programs, and social events.

Camp Keshet

Cultural Club
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The Young Israel has attracted an influx of young families
in recent years, drawn mostly by the “one shul” community,
terrific schools, great jobs, and affordable property. Our
dynamic leaders and the shul’s ever-expanding group of
young members and families are important factors in the
community’s growing popularity.
Families and young professionals move here for various
reasons: some were raised in New Jersey, while others are
attracted by the suburban lifestyle within easy commuting
distance of New York City and Philadelphia, not to mention
New Brunswick, Princeton, Newark, and other vibrant employment centers. From Crystal Springs, our local waterpark, to Hatikvah, the state’s only Hebrew language charter
school, there are many unique ingredients that make East
Brunswick a special place to call home.
YIEB is home to
215 families enjoying the warm,
friendly, “one shul”
orthodox community founded in
the mid-1970s.

Convenient access to kosher food is another reason to call
East Brunswick home. Residents can shop for kosher food
in local supermarkets, including a kosher bakery, and enjoy
numerous kosher dairy or meat restaurants within a 12-mile
radius, including a kosher pizzeria and restaurant, Giddy’s,
right here in town.
Synagogue members attend over a half-dozen preschool
and elementary schools, and go on to attend high schools
and yeshivot throughout New Jersey and New York.
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Rabbi Joshua Hess
Rabbi Joshua Hess, a Los Angeles native, has found his happy home on the East Coast for the last 21 years. In August
2021, he began his tenure as the Rabbi of YIEB.
Prior to his most recent appointment, Rabbi Hess served
as the Rabbi of Anshe Chesed in Linden, NJ, and the DAT
Minyan in Denver, CO. He has worked as a Chaplain at St.
Barnabas Medical Center, Kindred Hospice, and Elmora Hills
Healthcare and Rehabilitation Center.

Rabbi Hess received semicha from Ner Yisrael in Baltimore.
He also earned an MA in Pastoral Counseling from the Iliff
School of Theology in Denver, CO, and an MA in Jewish
History from Yeshiva University.
Rabbi Hess is proud to be an AIPAC Leffell Fellowship
Mentor, where he participates in the Pro-Israel Advocacy
movement. He is also honored to serve as a board member
of the International Jewish Committee for Interreligious
Consultations (IJCIC), where he has been recognized as a
leader in Jewish-Catholic interfaith work. With IJCIC, Rabbi
Hess has attended Leadership Conferences for Interreligious
Dialogue in Connecticut, Berlin, Vilna, and Rome.
Rabbi Hess is married to his eishet chayil, Naava, who is the
lead kindergarten teacher for Hillel Yeshiva in Deal, NJ. They
are blessed with four children: Dani, Akiva, Esti, and Dalia.
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Live, Learn & Play
East Brunswick offers a variety of public facilities and
services for families young and old. Residents also avail
themselves of facilities and programs at nearby Rutgers
University, Princeton University, and other institutions and
organizations.

East Brunswick Public Library
• Located less than one mile from YIEB
• Books, magazines, games, e-books, DVDs, etc.
• Classes and workshops, kids programs, concerts, employment resources, computer training, meeting rooms,
passport services, cafe, and much more

Arts & Theater
• Playhouse 22: East Brunswick, 2.5 miles
Community theatre and performing arts center staging hit
musicals, dramas, comedies and original works

• Cabaret Theatre: New Brunswick, 5 miles
Student-run mainstage productions and special events

• State Theatre: New Brunswick, 5.5 miles
National plays, concerts, musicals, and kids performances

• George Street Playhouse: New Brunswick, 5.5 miles
Intimate stage for dramatic plays

“The Nutcracker” at the State Theatre (©Leighton Chen)
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East Brunswick Public Library

Crystal Springs Waterpark

• American Repertory Ballet: New Brunswick, 5.5 miles
Leading dance company and dance classes

• Zimmerli Art Museum: New Brunswick, 6 miles
Art gallery with 60,000 works and dynamic programs

• Paul Robeson Center for the Arts: Princeton, 15.5 miles
Exhibitions, performances, and studio-based workshops

• Princeton University Art Museum: Princeton, 17 miles
Art gallery with 92,000 works from antiquity to contemporary

• Alexander Hall: Princeton, 17.5 miles
Princeton University orchestra and symphony orchestra

Parks & Recreation
East Brunswick is
just 40-45 minutes
from Six Flags Great
Adventure, Sesame
Place, Turtle Back
Zoo, and Jersey
Shore beaches.

• East Brunswick Parks
17 developed parks with playgrounds, ball fields, basketball
courts, tennis courts, picnic areas, and trails

• Crystal Springs Waterpark: East Brunswick, 1.5 miles
Wade-in pools, lap pools, Lazy River, water slides, and more

• Baseball Managers Complex: East Brunswick, 1.5 miles
Five baseball and softball fields of various sizes

• Tamarack Golf Course: East Brunswick, 1.5 miles
18-hole golf course and driving range

• Middlesex County Fair: East Brunswick, 2 miles
Annual county fair with rides, food, and entertainment
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Youth Department
From pre-school through high school children, the youth
department, YIEB Youth, has a wide range of programming
to meet everyone’s needs!

Shabbat Groups
Shabbat morning begins with Cocoa Club at 9:00 a.m. for
supervised playtime followed by four youth groups starting
at 10:00 a.m.
• Two- and three-year-old children have a chance to play,
sing, daven, hear a Torah story, and enjoy a snack.
• Pre-school and kindergarten children enjoy age-appropriate davening focused on the meaning of tefillot, followed
by games and snacks.
• First and second graders begin davening each Shabbat
with increasing opportunities for leadership and exploration of tefillot. They also enjoy trivia, games, and snacks.
• As a gateway to teen minyan, third, fourth, and fifth graders are given more independence and encouraged to
lead tefillot and explore weekly parshiot. After davening
they enjoy some “chill time” and socialize.

Youth at YIEB
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Teen Minyan
Teen Minyan is a self-governed, comprehensive Shabbat
morning minyan led by YIEB teens who layn, daven, and
serve as gabbaim. Anyone who is a bar or bat mitzvah
through college is welcome to participate in Teen Minyan.
Additionally, YIEB middle school students and high school
students meet monthly for special programming planned
by the group’s board of students.

B’nei Akiva
YIEB Youth’s commitment to Medinat Yisrael and Eretz
Yisrael is an integral part of the program for all ages. YIEB
Youth hosts B’nei Akiva Snif twice a month for third graders
and up; the program explores the cultural, religious, and
social aspects of Israel through stories, song, games, food,
and more! Middle schoolers and high schoolers also enjoy
onegs and seudah shlishit with our B’nei Akiva madrichim.

Additional Programs
YIEB Youth and the Young Israel offer many additional
programs to enhance the lives of our children and teens.
The youth are often the centerpiece of shul-wide programs,
such as our annual Purim mesibah, Dor L’Dor learning on
Saturday evening, sukkah hop, NCSY Friday Night Lights,
and the Shabbat morning component of our Yom HaAtzmaut celebration.
Other programs have included movie night, paintball,
scavenger hunts, bowling, lasertag, and apple picking. Our
children of all ages bring their exceptional passion, energy,
and enthusiasm to the Young Israel and the greater East
Brunswick community.
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10 | yieb.org

Camp Keshet
When you join the Camp Keshet family, your children will
enjoy a fantastic summer filled with great friends, encouraging and supportive staff, comfortable traditions and exciting
challenges—all within days filled with Jewish values, Hebrew words, Hebrew songs, and love of Israel.
Camp Keshet is divided into two main divisions to better accommodate the needs of our campers. The Lower Division
includes 2-year-old to 4-year-old campers, which offers a
customized half-day program. The Upper Division includes
campers entering Kindergarten through 4th Grade.
Camp Keshet includes sports, nature, swimming, and other
daily activities on top of special programs like karate, gymnastics, arts/crafts, dance, cooking/baking, music, drama,
trips, and more.

TLC Program
Camp Keshet’s Tween/Teen Leadership through Chesed
(TLC) Program is open to those entering 5th through 9th
Grades. TLC is the perfect opportunity to join with young
teens throughout Central New Jersey to do something
meaningful during the summer and still have loads of fun!
TLC focuses on leadership skills through chesed work. Of
course, campers get the opportunity to swim, participate
in sports clinics, enjoy various electives, take great trips, and
do creative arts projects, but the focus at TLC is building the
leadership skills of our young teens and their understanding
of the importance of chesed in our community.
Campers enrolled in TLC will address different issues each
week as they work to better their communities. They also
enjoy a day of fun once a week to area amusement parks,
mini golf, bowling, and other exciting attractions.
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Schools
Members of YIEB take full advantage of the many yeshivot
and schooling options located in and around East Brunswick,
as well as schools to the north and south..

Elementary Schools
• Netivot – The Montessori Yeshiva, East Brunswick
• Hatikvah International Academy Charter School,
East Brunswick
• Rabbi Pesach Raymon Yeshiva, Edison
• Jewish Educational Center, Elizabeth
• Joseph Kushner Hebrew Academy, Livingston
• Shalom Torah Academy of Western Monmouth County,
Morganville
• Yeshiva Shaarei Tzion - Boys Division, Piscataway
• Yeshiva Shaarei Tzion - Girls Division, Piscataway

High Schools
• Bruriah High School, Elizabeth
• Hillel Yeshiva High School, Ocean
• Jewish Educational Center, Elizabeth
• Ma’ayanot Yeshiva High School, Teaneck
• Rae Kushner Yeshiva High School, Livingston
• The Frisch School, Paramus
• Torah Academy of Bergen County, Teaneck
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Adults
Why should kids have all the fun! The Young Israel of East
Brunswick offers a variety of events and programs for adults,
and we are always cooking up new ideas.

Social & Entertainment
Fun programs like the Cholent Competition, Trivia Bowl, and
Comedy Night complement rafting trips, paintball, and other special events. We take annual trips to Washington D.C.
for AIPAC and NORPAC events and conferences. Additionally,
the shul’s Annual Dinner and Sisterhood Breakfast are important community gatherings, and throughout the year we
host a variety of community lunches and dinners in the shul.

Adult Education & Limud
Our Beit Medrash is the home of weekly shiurim, minyanim,
and learning events. Programs include daf yomi, gemara
shiur, women’s parsha shiur, in-depth talmud, nach shiur, minchat chinuch, and other contemporary halachic
programs. The Adult Education committee sponsors and
hosts a variety of daytime and evening programs, including
Scholar-in-Residence weekends.

Trivia Bowl
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Employment
East Brunswick is centrally located to an abundance of
employment opportunities within reasonable traveling
distance by car, train, and bus.
The township operates two park-and-ride facilities from
which Suburban Transit provides rush-hour service to Port
Authority Bus Terminal and Lower Manhattan. Additionally,
East Brunswick is a 15-minute drive from three NJ Transit rail
stations: New Brunswick, Edison, and Jersey Avenue.
New Jersey is currently home to 19 companies on the
Fortune 500 list, including Johnson & Johnson, Prudential,
Merck, and Honeywell. Top employers include Rutgers
University, Barnabas Health, Verizon, Meridian Health, Bank
of America, Princeton University, Bristol-Myers Squibb, and
many other top-flight companies and institutions spanning
a broad range of markets and industries. Distances shown
below are from YIEB.

Higher Education
• Rutgers University – New Brunswick
Cook Campus, 3 miles | Douglass Campus, 5 miles |
College Avenue Campus, 6 miles | Livingston Campus,
9 miles | Busch Campus, 10 miles
• Middlesex County College: Edison, 8 miles
• Princeton University: Princeton, 15 miles
• Kean University: Union, 25 miles
• Rutgers University – Newark: Newark, 30 miles
• New Jersey Institute of Technology: Newark, 30 miles
• Seton Hall University: South Orange, 30 miles
• Montclair State University: Montclair, 38 miles
• Rutgers University – Camden: Camden, 56 miles
• University of Pennsylvania: Philadelphia, 60 miles
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Rutgers University

Johnson & Johnson

Pharmaceutical
• Bristol-Myers Squibb: New Brunswick, 5 miles;
Plainsboro, 15 miles; Lawrenceville, 21 miles
• Johnson & Johnson: New Brunswick, 6 miles;
Cranbury, 9 miles
• Sandoz: Princeton, 13 miles
• Abbott: Manalapan, 14 miles; East Windsor, 15 miles
• NexMed: East Windsor, 15 miles
• Novo Nordisk: Plainsboro, 15 miles
• GE Healthcare: Princeton, 16 miles
• PharmaNet: Princeton, 16 miles
• Covance: Princeton, 16 miles
• Otsuka: Princeton, 17 miles
• Soligenix: Princeton, 17 miles
• Alpharma: Bridgewater, 18 miles
• Novartis: Somerville, 19 miles; East Hanover, 40 miles
• Janssen: Raritan, 20 miles
• Pfizer: Bridgewater, 20 miles
• Merck: Kenilworth, 22 miles
• Sanofi-Aventis: Bridgewater, 23 miles
• Roche: Branchburg, 24 miles
• Celgene: Summit, 36 miles
• Bayer: Whippany, 40 miles
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Healthcare
• Robert Wood Johnson University Hospital:
New Brunswick, 6 miles
• Saint Peter’s University Hospital: New Brunswick, 7 miles
• Raritan Bay Medical Center: Old Bridge, 7 miles
• University Hospital: Newark, 29 miles
• Morristown Medical Center: Morristown, 38 miles
• Hackensack Medical Center: Hackensack, 45 miles
• Cooper University Hospital: Camden, 55 miles
• University of Pennsylvania Hospital: Philadelphia,
60 miles

Accounting
• Wilkin & Guttenplan: East Brunswick, 3 miles
• Withum: New Brunswick, 6 miles
• BDO: Woodbridge, 16 miles
• EY: Iselin, 17 miles
East Brunswick and
neighboring towns
also offer employment opportunities
for teachers, dentists, accountants,
IT professionals,
marketers, financial
advisors, and many
other professions.

• EisnerAmper: Iselin, 17 miles
• Grant Thornton: Iselin, 17 miles
• WeiserMazars : Edison, 17 miles
• CohnReznick: Edison, 17 miles
• PKF O’Connor Davies: Cranford, 23 miles
• Marcum: Neptune, 30 miles
• KPMG: Short Hills, 35 miles
• Deloitte: Parsippany, 42 miles
• PwC: Florham Park, 42 miles

Insurance
• Aetna: Princeton, 13 miles
• Munich RE: Princeton, 15 miles
• NJM: Ewing, 29 miles
• Prudential: Newark, 30 miles
• Horizon BCBS: Newark, 30 miles
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Legal
• Wilentz, Goldman & Spitzer: Woodbridge, 12 miles
• Sills Cummis & Gross: Princeton, 15 miles
• Fox Rothschild: Lawrenceville, 17 miles
• Greenbaum, Rowe, Smith & Davis: Woodbridge, 17 miles
• Stark & Stark: Lawrenceville, 20 miles
• Chiesa Shahinian & Giantomasi: Trenton, 21 miles
• McCarter & English: Newark, 30 miles
• Gibbons: Newark, 30 miles
• Lowenstein Sandler: Roseland, 40 miles
• Porzio, Bromberg & Newman: Morristown, 40 miles
• Bressler, Amery & Ross: Florham Park, 40 miles
• Greenberg Traurig: Florham Park, 42 miles

Engineering & Construction
• Gilbane: New Brunswick, 6 miles
• Gannett Fleming: South Plainfield, 12 miles
• Turner Construction: Somerset, 13 miles
• AECOM: Princeton, 16 miles
• HDR: Lawrence, 20 miles
• WSP-PB: Lawrence, 20 miles

Other Industries
• Ericsson: Piscataway, 11 miles
• American Standard: Piscataway, 12 miles
• Dow Jones: Monmouth Junction, 12 miles
• Wakefern Food: Woodbridge, 13 miles
• Siemens: Princeton, 15 miles
• NRG Energy: Princeton, 16 miles
• Panasonic: Newark, 32 miles
• Avis Budget Group: Parsippany, 43 miles
• Honeywell: Morris Plains, 45 miles
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Kosher Food
Our members have access to a variety of conveniently
located food options. Distances shown below are from YIEB.

Supermarkets
• ACME: East Brunswick, 2.5 miles
Parve kosher bakery and kosher products

• Stop & Shop: East Brunswick, 2.5 miles
Kosher products

• ShopRite: East Brunswick, 4 miles
Kosher Experience aisles with kosher deli, fish, and bakery

• Glatt 27: Highland Park, 7 miles
All-kosher market and prepared foods

Restaurants
• Giddy’s Pizzeria: East Brunswick, 4.5 miles
• Park Place: Highland Park, 6 miles
• China Lee Kosher: Highland Park, 6 miles
• Sushiana Restaurant, Highland Park, 6 miles
• Bridge Turkish and Mediterranean Grill:
Highland Park, 6 miles
• Jerusalem Pizza: Highland Park, 6 miles
• The Orchid: Metuchen, 10.5 miles
• Kosher Chinese Express: Manalapan, 13 miles

Snacks & Sweets
• Coldstone Creamery: East Brunswick, 1.5 miles
• Dunkin Donuts/Baskin Robins: Highland Park, 6 miles
• Mordy’s Bakery: Highland Park, 6 miles
• Sweets to Nuts: Highland Park, 6 miles
• Dairy Deluxe: Highland Park, 7 miles
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Testimonials
“From our first visit, we felt a true sense of community. People in this community genuinely care about each other and
those traits are passed on to the next generation of kids.
We are really excited to raise our family here and consider
ourselves lucky to have found this gem of a community that
so few people know about!” – Ruthie & Ely Rosenstock
“East Brunswick has been a wonderful place to raise our five
children. Not only is it a warm, friendly community, but we
especially love that we are friends with people of all ages.
Even today our grown children who live in the city are in
constant contact with their friends from home. East Brunswick truly is an extension of our family.”
– Lori & Jeff Moskowitz
“From the first day we moved into East Brunswick, we were
immediately welcomed by this warm and friendly community. Everyone made an effort to meet us and invite us over
for a Shabbat meal. Our children have made their first and
closest friends here. We feel extremely fortunate to be part
of this great community.” – Stacy & David Weissman

Delivering meals to the East Brunswick Police Department
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Siyum Hashas at MetLife Stadium

“East Brunswick is one of the warmest communities we have
ever encountered. In our shul everyone knows your name
and every individual is an integral part of the whole. We
also love how YIEB embraces diversity within the Orthodox
community and is tremendously inclusive when it comes to
the Jewish community at large.” – Ilana & Mendy Bohm
“Our four children have grown up here, and the Young Israel
of East Brunswick plays an integral role in their lives. The entire community is so warm and caring. We are so glad that
we chose East Brunswick as our home.” – Larissa & Tony Elk
“We love living ‘out of town’ where the people are warm and
friendly. Even as the YIEB community continues to grow,
each and every individual and family makes a difference!”
– Iva & Steven Dyckman
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