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IN JUNE OF 1898, DR. HENRY PEREIRA MENDES, 
MINISTER OF CONGREGATION SHEARITH ISRAEL, 
CALLED 100 ORTHODOX JEWISH COMMUNITY 
LEADERS TOGETHER, TO ADDRESS A NUMBER OF 
PRESSING NEEDS WITHIN THE COMMUNITY AND TO 
UNITE A DIVERSE AND INCREASINGLY FRAGMENTED 
JEWISH COMMUNITY.  
 

IT WAS AT THAT MEETING THAT THE OU WAS 
ESTABLISHED.  

Henry Mendes was what we now 
call a social entrepreneur. He 
recognized challenges to problems 
and applied practical, innovative 
and sustainable approaches to 
meeting them. Able to see what few 
others could, he was a visionary. 
Many of today's enduring institutions owe their existence to him.
   
Inside these pages, you’ll not only find a snapshot of the fully realized 
dreams of Dr. Mendes, but you’ll also see the vehicle that will help actualize 
the hopes and aspirations of our community for the next 100 years.  

Today, the OU is a vast network of community services and programming: 
From our sophisticated kosher certification service, operating in over 80 
countries, and certifying over 1,000,000 products and ingredients, to our 
NCSY youth programs in over 200 cities, to our innovative government 
advocacy (this year alone bringing in over $380 million in grants to our 
shuls and schools), to our family and vocational services for individuals 
with disabilities, to our Israel programming that touches tens of thousands; 
our worldwide reach and impact has been enormous.   

We could not be more proud of our accomplishments. But above all, we 
are profoundly gratified by your vote of confidence. As our programs and 
services rapidly grow to meet the demand, so too has the community’s 
support. This past year 65% of the funding of OU programs has come from 
donations, program fees, and partner organizations.

The legacy of Henry Mendes’ inspired leadership is in the very DNA of the 
Orthodox Union. And with your help we’ll continue to build, to refine and 
adapt our programming to meet today's complex needs; and to look to the 
future, to improve the quality of Jewish life in our community and beyond.

We invite you to read our impact report -- and consider being a part of what 
we do.

Because we’ve got big dreams for the Jewish future. Join us in dreaming — 
and building — together.

ALLEN FAGIN
Executive Vice President, OU

MARTIN NACHIMSON
President, OU

Join us.

“THIS PAST YEAR 
65% OF THE FUNDING 
OF OU PROGRAMS 
HAS COME FROM 
DONATIONS, PROGRAM 
FEES, AND PARTNER 
ORGANIZATIONS.” 
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Take a walk down the aisle of any supermarket, 

and you’ll see that the OU kosher symbol appears 

on close to 70% of America’s kosher certified food. 

Called a “coveted seal of approval” by the New York 

Times, the OU is one of the world’s best-known 

trademarks. Thanks to our 600 rabbinic field 

representatives, located across North America and 

throughout the world — from Europe to Australia, 

from China to South Africa — we combine our 

expertise in Jewish law with proficiency in modern 

food production and processes.

Our New York headquarters staff consists of 

over 50 rabbinic coordinators who serve as 

account executives for OU-certified companies, 

supplemented by a roster of ingredient specialists, 

flavor analysts and other support staff. A state-

of-the-art computer system stores and tracks 

product information and ingredients, cataloging 

information on more than 250,000 food ingredients.

1,000,000+

Products and ingredients are OU 
certified, in 8,622 facilities, 

in over 80 countries

1,507

Kosher recipes on 
OUKosher.org

90,126

Downloads of the 
OU Kosher app

OU KOSHER 
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"The OU positively influenced my life when I began 

to see some food products with the seal of the OU. 

Which motivated me to find kosher food and live a 

life as a function of kashrut. The OU taught me that 

despite being in a country where there are few Jews, 

it is possible to eat kosher." 

— DIDIER BIVAS, COLOMBIA

ASK OU

The Harry H. Beren ASK (Advanced Seminars on 
Kashrut) OU offers numerous kashrut educational 
programs for the benefit of the public, bringing 
OU Kosher experts to schools and communities 
throughout North America, as well as offering online 
kashrut shiurim for communities worldwide.

ASK OU Internships

OU KOSHER

ASK OU offers a three-week internship for advanced 
semicha students interested in furthering their kashrut 
knowledge. The program combines the cutting edge of 
modern-day food technology with the timelessness of 
Jewish law.
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OU Kosher App

The OU Kosher app is an interactive guide to products 
certified by the OU, featuring product alerts, a Passover 
product guide, and a general information hotline for 
immediate answers to all your kosher questions.

"I participated in the ASK OU program organized by 

Rabbi Yosef Grossman of the kashrut department. As 

a rabbinical student in the Hildesheimer Rabbinical 

Seminary in Berlin, it was a life changing experience. 

Throughout the seminar Yoreh De'ah came alive, which 

helps in my rabbinical work in Leipzig up until today. I 

remain truly thankful for the endeavours of the OU, to 

mezake es harabim, not only in America.” 
—  ZSOLT BALLA, LEIPZIG, GERMANY
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“NCSY GIVE not only 
taught me the importance 
of doing chesed, but it 
enabled me to realize 
how much I truly love 
doing it!” 
—  TEHILA A., WEST HEMPSTEAD, NY 

Running a camp for the children of 
Sderot, soup kitchens, and medical 
clowning: NCSY's Camp GIVE for 
girls is the ultimate experience of 
giving back to the land and people 
of Israel.
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​NCSY is an international youth movement dedicated to connecting, 
inspiring and empowering Jewish teens and encouraging 

passionate Judaism through Torah and tradition. For decades, NCSY 
has been at the cutting edge of outreach innovation, finding new 

ways to make Judaism relevant and exciting to teenagers.

1,227
Teens inspired on  

NCSY summer trips 
in summer 2016

3,361
Participants inspired at 
Latte & Learning in 101 

different locations

9,066
Teens participated in 208 

NCSY Shabbatonim in 2016

24,457
Teens were engaged by 

NCSY this past year

Jewish Student Union (JSU) Clubs

NCSY runs 241 Jewish Student Union (JSU) clubs on 
public high school campuses. The clubs provide Jewish 
teens with programs that strengthen their Jewish 
identity and connection to Israel.

Shabbaton Weekend Conventions
Shabbaton weekends inspire and educate teens 
in an atmosphere of Jewish pride and growth. 
For many teens, these weekends are their first 
Shabbat experience.

NCSY
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Social Action Missions

NCSY’s social action experiences create the 
foundation for a life of service to the world. Whether 
responding to natural disasters, delivering food to the 
poor or running local toy drives, NCSYers gain valuable 
lessons in giving back to their local and global 
communities.

National Yarchei Kallah

National Yarchei Kallah provides public school teens 
with the opportunity to study Torah and Jewish values 
during their winter break. Students from across North 
America gather together for five days of profound 
Judaic study.

NCSY Summer Programs

NCSY Summer is more than just a few weeks away from 
home. It is one of the most meaningful and memorable 
experiences of a teenager’s life. In 2016, NCSY ran 14 
unique summer programs in the US, Israel and Europe 
that catered to teens with different interests and 
backgrounds.

NCSY Social Action missions have 
sent hundreds of students to 
help victims of natural disasters 
throughout Minnesota, Louisiana 
and Texas.
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Britain Pilott from Burlington, Kentucky, grew up 

in the only Jewish family in her town. She never 

had the opportunity to have a bat mitzvah, never 

attended a Pesach Seder, never experienced 

Shabbat -- until one day, when her mother was in 

the hospital recovering from surgery, and a young 

woman showed up at her door with home-cooked 

meals, wearing a shirt that said 'NCSY'.

"What's NCSY?" Britain asked her. That question changed her life. The young 

woman who brought her soup, Leora Balk, became her NCSY advisor and biggest 

role model.

In November 2014, Britain spent her winter break at NCSY’s Yarchei Kallah, a 

week-long learning program for public school kids. "Who could have known that 

I would spend my winter break studying Torah when a week before I didn’t know 

what Torah was?" she reflects now. "After my first taste of Torah, I couldn’t get 

enough." She spent any free time she had reading books and asking as many 

questions as she could fit on a sheet of paper. 

"Afterwards, whenever anything would happen in my life, good or bad, I started 

turning to Hashem. That winter, my friend committed suicide. I lost my best 

friend, but I gained faith. I turned my anger into my fuel for learning, and turned 

my life around." That spring, Britain took a Hebrew name in a ceremony at NCSY 

Spring Regional -- she decided on Esther Ariella, 'Esther' inspired by the biblical 

heroine.

This past summer, Britain was on one of the 25 NCSY buses of teens in Israel, 

on The Anne Samson Jerusalem Journey (TJJ) program. Upon returning to the 

States, she enrolled in Columbus Torah Academy. "The Columbus, OH community 

has been incredible to me," she says. "The teachers here have welcomed 

me into their hearts and homes. I'm finally catching up on 15 years of lost 

connection to my heritage, thanks to NCSY."

“Despite having gone to a 
Jewish day school for eight 
years, it wasn’t until I got 
involved in NCSY that I was 
really able to connect to my 
Jewish identity.”
—  JULIANNE SUBIA, DETROIT, MI   

NCSY Shabbatons inspire 
thousands of teens every year 
and are opportunities to create 
lifetime bonds.

WHAT NCSY MEANS TO ME
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752

Number of Teens on NCSY Summer Trips

2012 2013 2014 2015 2016

920
943

1,012 1,227

98% 95% 92%
Deem it important 

to marry a Jew
Attended a Passover 

Seder annually

The Anne Samson Jerusalem Journey (TJJ) is 
a life-changing Israel trip for public school teens. 
A 2015 study of TJJ alumni found that:

Based on a study of TJJ alumni from 2007-2013 by Professor Steven Cohen and Dr. Ezra Kopelowitz

TJJ - The Anne Samson Jerusalem Journey: 
Jewishly Inspired Alumni

Prayer in Hebron: The Anne 
Samson Jerusalem Journey 
(TJJ) participants visit 
Maarat HaMachpela.

Deem it important 
to raise kids with a 

Jewish identity



BILT

Bnos Kanfei

Camp Maor

Camp Sports

Euro ICE

GIVE

GIVE West

JOLT

JOLT Israel

Kollel

Michlelet

The Anne Samson 

Jerusalem Journey (TJJ)

The Anne Samson Jerusalem 

Journey Ambassadors Poland

The Anne Samson Jerusalem 

Journey Ambassadors
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NCSY Summer Programs

After a week of studying Torah at 
Yarchei Kallah, teens are imbued 
with a deep passion for learning 
more about their heritage.

“NCSY Kollel presented me with 

an environment to grow in and 

realize that I can accomplish so 

much more than I thought I was 

capable of.”
—  Zvi K., Teaneck, NJ
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NCSY Regions & Cities

ATLANTIC SEABOARD
Baltimore, MD
Columbia, MD
Germantown, MD
Gaithersburg, MD
Olney, MD
Potomac, MD
Sandy Spring, MD
Silver Spring, MD
Towson, MD
Cherry Hill, NJ
Allentown, PA
Ambler, PA
Harrisburg, PA
Huntingdon Valley, PA
Lancaster, PA
Lower Merion, PA
Philadelphia, PA
Wilkes-Barre, PA
Norfolk, VA
Richmond, VA
Virginia Beach, VA
 
CANADA
Calgary, AB
Edmonton, AB
Vancouver, BC
Victoria, BC
Winnipeg, MB
Hamilton, ON
Kitchener-Waterloo, ON
King City, ON
Kingston, ON
London, ON
Ottawa, ON
Toronto, ON
Montreal, QC
 
CENTRAL EAST
Ann Arbor, MI
Bloomfield Hills, MI
Farmington Hills, MI
Huntington Woods, MI
Oak Park, MI
Southfield, MI
West Bloomfield, MI
Akron, OH
Canton, OH

Cincinnati, OH
Cleveland, OH
Columbus, OH
Dayton, OH
Solon, OH
Toledo, OH
Youngstown, OH
Windsor, ON
Pittsburgh, PA
 
GREATER ATLANTA
Atlanta, GA
Alpharetta, GA
Dunwoody, GA
Johns Creek, GA
Marietta, GA
Sandy Springs, GA
 
ISRAEL
Beit Shemesh 
Chashmanoim
Efrat
Elazar
Jerusalem 
Kfar Saba
Maalei Adumim
Modiin
Neve Daniel
Nof Ayalon 
Ramat Beit Shemesh

MIDWEST
Des Moines, IA
Buffalo Grove, IL
Chicago, IL
Glenview, IL
Northbrook, IL
Skokie, IL
Indianapolis, IN
South Bend, IN
Kansas City, KS
Overland Park, KS
St. Louis, MO
Winnipeg, MB
Minneapolis, MN
Omaha, NE
Memphis, TN
Milwaukee, WI

 NEW ENGLAND
New Haven, CT
Stamford, CT
West Hartford, CT
Brookline, MA
Framingham, MA
Lexington, MA
Marlborough, MA
Newton, MA
Sharon, MA
Waltham, MA
Providence, RI

NEW JERSEY
East Brunswick, NJ
Englishtown, NJ
Fair Lawn, NJ
Freehold, NJ
Freehold Boro, NJ
Hackensack, NJ
Highland Park, NJ
Hightstown, NJ
Livingston, NJ
Marlboro, NJ
Manalapan, NJ
Millburn, NJ
Montclair, NJ
Northern Highlands, NJ
Randolph, NJ
Teaneck, NJ
Twin Rivers, NJ
West Orange, NJ
 
NEW YORK
Bronx, NY
Brooklyn, NY
Cedarhurst, NY
Commack, NY
East Meadow, NY
Great Neck, NY
Hewlett, NY
Inwood, NY
Lawrence, NY
Long Beach, NY
Manhattan, NY
Merrick, NY
Oceanside, NY
Plainview, NY

Port Washington, NY
Queens, NY
Roslyn, NY
Staten Island, NY
Stony Brook, NY
Westchester, NY
West Hempstead, NY
Woodmere, NY
 
SOUTH AMERICA
Buenos Aires, Argentina
Santiago, Chile

SOUTHERN
Little Rock, AK
Birmingham, AL
Aventura, FL
Boca Raton, FL
Coral Springs, FL
Hollywood, FL
Jacksonville, FL
Kendall, FL
Miami Beach, FL
North Miami Beach, FL
Palm Beach, FL
Parkland, FL
Savannah, GA
New Orleans, LA
Charleston, SC
Myrtle Beach, SC
Nashville, TN
 
SOUTHWEST
Austin, TX
Dallas, TX
Fort Worth, TX
Houston, TX
McKinney, TX
Richardson, TX
San Antonio, TX
 
UPSTATE NEW YORK
Albany, NY
Binghamton, NY
Buffalo, NY
Catskills District, NY
Mount Kisco, NY
Rochester, NY

Schenectady, NY
Syracuse, NY

WEST COAST
Phoenix, AZ
Scottsdale, AZ
Berkeley, CA
Beverly Hills, CA
Calabasas, CA
Cupertino, CA
Irvine, CA
La Jolla, CA
Los Angeles, CA
North Hollywood, CA
Oakland, CA
Palo Alto, CA
Piedmont, CA
Sacramento, CA
San Diego, CA
San Francisco, CA
San Jose, CA
San Mateo, CA
Santa Monica, CA
Saratoga, CA
Sunnyvale, CA
Thousand Oaks, CA
West Hills, CA
Woodland Hills, CA
Woodside, CA
Denver, CO
Las Vegas, NV
Eugene, OR
Portland, OR
El Paso, TX
Seattle, WA
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Funding Sources

NCSY Financials

Expenses

With many public school teens more 
comfortable at a coffeehouse than a 
synagogue, the Latte & Learning program is 
a microcosm of what NCSY is all about: using 
creative means to reach and inspire teens.

 $29,437,000 

33%

45%

22%

OU Contribution

Program Fees

Donations & 
Other Income

Total Funds

63%

$18,438,000

$7,739,000

 $13,247,000

$6,516,000

$9,674,000  $1,352,000

 $1,908,000 
26%

Regional Programs Costs

Summer Programs

5%

6%

National Year 
Round Programs

Administration, 
Professional 
Development & Training

The financial information here includes the total communal impact of OU programs worldwide. In addition, the OU provides significant support for all of its programs 
through facilities, management and administrative services, e.g. IT, Finance, HR and Communications. Those expenses are not reflected in the program’s financials.
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"Thanks to the advice and 
guidance of the Synagogue 
Services staff over the past few 
years, our membership has grown 
by 40%. Their investment of 
time and effort has helped us 
create an environment that is 
welcoming and attractive to 
young families. This success 
is in no small measure to the 
good counsel of the Synagogue 
Services staff."
—  Rabbi Etan Tokayer, Kingsway Jewish        	
     Center, Brooklyn, NY

OU Synagogue Services' New York 
Regional Director Rabbi Dovid Cohen 
meets with Rabbi Yechiel Shaffer, 
Assistant Rabbi at Congregation Ohab 
Zedek in New York's Upper West Side.
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OU Synagogue & Community Services provides vision and support to 

Orthodox congregations throughout North America, helping synagogues 

grow and sustain their communities. We've developed a network of 

innovative and experienced rabbis, executive directors, youth directors and 

business experts to share best practices and successful program models. 

Synagogue consultations 
to assist shuls with 

their programming and 
operations

423 20,347

25 402 

Synagogue members impacted 
by programs either run by or 

facilitated by Synagogue 
& Community Services

 Rabbis from southeastern 
communities who attended inaugural 

three day rabbinic retreat

Participants in 
educational conferences 

for rebbetzins

Jewish Communities 
Home, Job & Relocation Fair

We provide consulting services to rabbis, as well 
as to professional and lay leaders of our member 
synagogues. Leaders in communities both 
large and small seek support in expanding their 
communities, improving youth programming, and 
engaging in strategic planning.

Our biennial fair attracts over 1,500 people looking 
for affordable Jewish communities. We provide an 
array of support services to communities seeking 
to grow and attract new members.

Leadership Consulting

OU SYNAGOGUE & COMMUNITY SERVICES
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Scholars-in-Residence

Regional Director Program

This past year, the OU organized 65 scholar-in-
residence programs across the country. Geopolitics 
of the Middle East, Origins of Tefilla, Shidduch Crisis 
and Reaching Millennials were a few of the topics 
addressed by our scholars-in-residence this past 
year. We are constantly expanding our cadre of 
speakers thanks to the breadth of the OU network.

​Our regional directors provide localized support to 
synagogues in strategic planning, leadership training, 
strengthening youth departments and membership 
growth. The regional directors serve as the liaison 
between our network of synagogues and the 
programs and services of the Orthodox Union. 

“Your guidance to our 
congregation as we navigated 
the overhaul of our board, and 
headed toward redrafting our 
bylaws, was invaluable." 
—  RABBI Y. MENDELSON AND MARK PLAINE, 	       
     CONGREGATION MACHANE CHODOSH  
     OF FOREST HILLS, NY

Rabbi Steven Weil, Senior Managing 
Director, is one of today's most sought-
after lecturers on Judaism, serving as 
a scholar-in-residence, both nationally 
and internationally, and as a passionate 
advocate for Israel and Jewish education.
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Nusach HaTefillah
National Synagogue Executive 

Directors Conference

The OU's newly launched cantorial program, 
Nusach HaTefillah, offers an online database 
of chazanut recordings and lectures by world-
famous cantors, ensuring that the melodies are 
accessible to both professional cantors and 
baalei tefillah globally.

The OU National Synagogue Executive Directors 
Conference (EDC) is the professional development and 
networking summit for Synagogue Executive Directors 
from across North America, focusing on ever-changing 
synagogue and community environments, and how their 
roles help shape synagogue policies.

 

The Jewish Communities Home, Job 
& Relocation Fair provides support 
to communities seeking to grow and 
attract new members.
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“During the Yachad Family 
Shabbaton, we witnessed 
our children with special 
needs make new friends, 
have fun and be warmly 
welcomed as full 
members of the Jewish 
community." 

Yachad Shabbatons provide respite in 
a warm and inclusive environment for 
Yachad members and their families.
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Yachad, the National Jewish Council for Disabilities, is a global 
movement dedicated to addressing the needs of all Jewish individuals 
with disabilities and ensuring their inclusion in every aspect of 

Jewish life. Our passionate staff educates and advocates for greater 
understanding, acceptance, outreach, and a pro-disability attitude.

35,874
Hours 290 advisors 

volunteered with Yachad

5,035
Students Yachad provided 

sensitivity training for in 2016

704
Social/recreational events with 
thousands of participants were 

held in 2016

593
Yachad campers had an 
inclusive Jewish summer 

experience through 
its 23 programs

Inclusion Programs

Across the country, our Yachad Shabbatons bring 
Yachad members together with community members 
for prayer and Shabbat meals, while our school 
programs facilitate inclusive programs in countless 
Jewish day schools.

Summer Programs

Yachad is the largest provider of Jewish camping 
opportunities for individuals with disabilities, 
offering a wide variety of programs catered to each 
person’s needs, from Yad B’Yad’s tour of Israel to 
dozens of inclusive sleepaway camp programs.

YACHAD
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As a high school student, 

Mitch Rottenstreich attended 

several Yachad Shabbatons, 

his first experience working 

with individuals with special 

needs. But it wasn’t until a 

summer program a few years 

later—Yachad’s Yad B’Yad 

Israel touring experience, which brings together high 

school students and recent graduates with Yachad 

members—that he saw how this kind of work could 

become a meaningful career.

“What really sold me was the integration I witnessed 

firsthand on Yad B’Yad,” explained Mitch. “It was 

integration, not just inclusion. I loved how Yachad 

works to incorporate people with special needs 

into mainstream society, and I think it’s critical to 

successfully working with this population.”

Thanks to Yachad, Mitch went on to get his social 

work degree from The Wurzweiler School of Social 

Work at Yeshiva University, and today serves as the 

director of operations at JESPY House, a community-

based organization for adults with developmental 

disabilities. 

YACHAD INSPIRES FOR LIFE

From Miami to Jerusalem to Las Vegas, 
thousands of people have run in our Team 
Yachad marathons to raise critical funds 
to directly help individuals with disabilities.
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“I arrived at the Yachad Shabbaton hopeful, 
dragging along my skeptical husband and 

reluctant teenage son. My husband's skepticism 
melted away within our first two hours, tears 

and all, as he witnessed the connection between 
the young adult advisors and their Yachad 

companions at Friday night services.”

-- YACHAD MOTHER FROM CHERRY HILL, NJ

Vocational Services

One of Yachad's key programs is its vocational 
services for the disabled. From counseling and job 
coaching to job placement services, our vocational 
department seeks not only to train and place 
Yachad members in the workplace, but also to help 
them find jobs that are at once meaningful and 
integrative into wider society.

The inclusive nature of the Yachad 
Shabbaton allows Yachad members 
to interact with a peer group in an 
accessible environment.
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Yachad Regions & Cities

Baltimore 

Chicago

Cleveland

Dallas

Detroit

Houston

Los Angeles 

New England 

New Jersey

New York

South Florida

Toronto

Israel

Yachad ranks among the nation's most 
prestigious social work placement 
opportunities, with hundreds of talented 
applicants competing for five positions 
in our Summer Social Work program.

Individualized Vocational 
Development Unit (IVDU)

Yachad’s Individualized Vocational Development Unit 
(IVDU) Schools, located in Brooklyn, New York, offer 
Jewish students with special needs (ages 5 to 21) a 
comprehensive and nurturing educational environment. At 
IVDU, we provide the core academic, social, and life skills 
needed by our students to achieve their highest potential 
and develop into productive citizens in their communities.
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Funding Sources Expenses

Yachad Financials

Yachad is the only international 
organization promoting inclusion for 
children and adults with disabilities 
in the broader Jewish community. 

The financial information here includes the total communal impact of OU programs worldwide. In addition, the OU provides significant support for all of its programs 
through facilities, management and administrative services, e.g. IT, Finance, HR and Communications. Those expenses are not reflected in the program’s financials.

* Yachad Inclusion Programs includes $750,000 of in-kind expenses; Clinical Services includes $150,000 of in-kind expenses

50%

 $13,205,000 

7%

10%

In-kind 
Contributions

OU Contribution

Program Fees
& Tuition Payments

Total Funds

20%

13%

Fundraising

Government Support

$900,000

$1,312,000

 $2,622,000 

 $1,787,000 

$6,584,000

19%

4%30%

20%

 $2,583,000

 $2,594,000

 $499,000  $3,993,000 

 $1,833,000

 $1,703,000

14%

Summer Programs

IVDU Schools

Clinical Services*Yachad Inclusion Programs*

JUF; Adult & 
Vocational Services

13%
Administration 
& Other
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“As a Kahal/Heart to Heart 
fellow this past year, I am 
so grateful to the OU for 
supporting me and my 
Orthodox community at my 
secular college campus. 
It was a privilege to be able 
to work with the OU team on 
programming for my peers, and 
to know that I had both moral 
and financial support when I 
needed it."

-- TALIA WEISBERG, HARVARD UNIVERSITY
OU-JLIC and OU Israel teamed up this 
summer to give 47 students the chance 
to live, learn and work in Jerusalem. 
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The OU's JLIC (Jewish Learning Initiative on Campus) is a network of 
Torah educators spread across 23 campuses in North America, working 
to enable, encourage and advance the Torah education and commitment of 
Orthodox students at secular universities, and to provide a spiritual home 

for Jewish students from all backgrounds.

4,021
Students on 23 

campuses served by 
OU-JLIC in 2016

1,478
 Jewish students have attended 
Heart to Heart Shabbat dinners, 
across 52 campuses in 2016

20,652
Students on 23 campuses 

have been served by OU-JLIC 
over the last 10 years

170
Students went on OU-JLIC-led 

community service trips to Germany, 
Thailand and Israel in 2016 

The OU Seif Jewish Learning Initiative on Campus (OU-
JLIC) was created to help young men and women thrive 
in a campus environment and helps Jewish students 
observe key aspects of Orthodox Jewish life, such as 
tefillah, kashrut, Shabbat, and chagim, inspired by our 
educator couples placed on 23 university campuses in 
North America.

The Seif Jewish Learning Initiative 
on Campus (OU-JLIC) 

Heart to Heart is a network of hundreds of Jewish 
students sharing meaningful experiences and 
relationships with their Jewish peers on campus 
including weekly Shabbat meals.

Heart to Heart

OU-JLIC
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When New York University 

sophomore Adina Lichtman 

was distributing sandwiches 

to the homeless, she was 

approached by one regular in 

her neighborhood who thanked 

her and then said: “You know 

what the homeless really need 

during the winter? Socks.” Adina knocked on a few doors in her dorm 

building asking for donated socks— by the next morning, she had 60 

pairs to distribute.

From there, her initiative, dubbed Knock Knock Give a Sock, grew 

quickly to other college campuses and corporations like JPMorgan 

INSPIRING YOUNG LEADERS

and Toyota. Rabbi Joe Wolfson, NYU’s OU-JLIC rabbi, helped 

lead a Matanot L’evyonim march on Purim, which distributed 

500 pairs of socks to residents of a local shelter.

The OU-JLIC experience, with its Torah learning and warm 

community, has been central in forming and inspiring Adina's 

work.

“OU-JLIC has been instrumental in helping me get the word 

out to campuses,” said Adina. “Rabbi Gideon Black and the 

entire OU-JLIC family have been a big network of support 

and partnership. It’s been wonderful to have the backing of a 

network like OU-JLIC to help me achieve my goals.” 

Torah learning doesn't stop when 
you graduate day school: Our 
campus beit midrash and chavruta 
programs take Torah learning to the 
next level. 
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Binghamton University 

Boston University

Brandeis University 

Brooklyn College 

California State University  
at Northridge 

Columbia University/
Barnard College 

Cornell University

Drexel University

Greater Toronto

Johns Hopkins University 

McGill University

New York University 

Princeton University

Queens College

Rutgers University

Santa Monica College 

UCLA

University of Chicago

University of Illinois

University of Maryland

University of Massachusetts

University of Pennsylvania

Yale University

The Kahal Fellowship empowers religious students 
on campuses with small Jewish communities to take 
a leadership role in order to stay connected to their 
Judaism and to help strengthen their Jewish community.

Kahal Fellows

88% of participants feel OU-JLIC 
made a positive impact on their 
Jewish growth at university

88%

Based on a 2015 survey of 2,067 participants

OU-JLIC Campuses

There are over 1,000 Orthodox students at 
CUNY Queens College. OU-JLIC educators 
lead this community, with a variety of Torah 
learning opportunities and social events.
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Colleges with Participants Hosting Heart to Heart Shabbat Dinners

Acadia University In Nova Scotia

Boston University

Brandeis University

Brown University

Carnegie Mellon University

Chapman University

Clark University

College of William and Mary

Columbia University

CUNY Baruch College

CUNY City College

CUNY College of Staten Island

CUNY Hunter College

CUNY Medgar Evers College

CUNY Queens College

Drexel University

Durham University

Florida International University

George Mason University

George Washington University

Harvard University

Imperial College

Ithaca College

Johns Hopkins University

Johnson & Wales University-Providence

Leeds

LIU Brooklyn

MaCalester College

McGill University

McMaster University

New York University

Northeastern University

Northwestern University

Nova Southeastern University

Ohio State University

Parsons - The New School for Design

Pennsylvania State University

Princeton University

Queen's University

Rochester Institute of Technology

Rowan University

Rutgers University - New Brunswick

St. John's College

SUNY - Binghamton

SUNY - Buffalo

SUNY - Geneseo

Syracuse University

Towson University

Tufts University

Universite de Montreal

University of British Columbia

University of California - Los Angeles

University of California - San Diego

University of Chicago

University of Delaware

University of Florida

University of Kansas

University of King's College

University of Maryland - 
Baltimore County

University of Maryland - College Park

University of Michigan - Ann Arbor

University of North Carolina 
at Chapel Hill

University of Pennsylvania

University of Toronto

University of Virginia

University of Western Ontario

Washington University in St. Louis

William Paterson University 
of New Jersey

Yale University

Yeshiva University
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Funding Sources Expenses

OU-JLIC Financials

Kahal Fellows Campuses
Cal State Northridge (CSUN) 

College of Staten Island

Emory University

Franklin & Marshall College

George Washington University

Harvard University

Queen’s University

Stony Brook University

The College of New Jersey

UC San Diego

University of California Riverside

University of Hartford

University of Kansas

University of Michigan

Washington University in St. Louis

OU-JLIC arranges regular minyanim 
on campuses across America, 
ensuring that students can 
maintain their religious observance 
throughout their university years.

52%

 $5,936,000

1%

11%

OU Contribution

Program Fees

Hillel Direct Support

Total Funds
17%19%
Donations & 
Other Income

Hillel In Kind 
Support

 $3,113,000

 $1,027,000 $1,100,000

$30,000

$666,000
66%

$1,100,000

 $408,000  $307,000

 $108,000 

 $123,000 $3,890,000

18%

Torah Educators & 
Other Personnel

In Kind Office Space 
and Support

7% 5%

2%

2%

Program Administration

Training

Recruitment 
& Placement

The financial information here includes the total communal impact of OU programs worldwide. In addition, the OU provides significant support for all of its programs 
through facilities, management and administrative services, e.g. IT, Finance, HR and Communications. Those expenses are not reflected in the program’s financials.
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“I went on Israel Free Spirit 
expecting just a free trip to Israel. 
What I got was the experience 
of a lifetime.” 
—  TARA Y.

Israel Free Spirit provides 10-day 
life changing trips to Israel for 
thousands of college students 
and young professionals.
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Israel Free Spirit’s mission is to help keep the global Jewish 
community relevant, vibrant and growing. Beginning with a 10-

day Birthright Israel trip, the Israel Free Spirit experience continues 
after the trip through Jewish learning opportunities that connect trip 

participants with their Jewish heritage.

1,018
Participants hosted Friday 

night meals on campuses for 
their Jewish friends

530
Internships in Israel  

for Israel Free 
Spirit alumni

110
Campus and  

community partners

2,318 
Participants inspired on  

Israel Free Spirit in 2016 alone

Israel Free Spirit is a leading trip provider for Birthright 
Israel. Every year, Israel Free Spirit provides 10-day 
life changing trips to Israel for thousands of college 
students and young professionals.

 
Post-Trip Extensions

Israel Free Spirit offers numerous post-trip extension 
options, including classes on basic Judaism, unique 
tours, and housing in the Old City of Jerusalem, with 
facilities that cater specifically to post-Israel Free 
Spirit travelers.

Israel Free Spirit – Birthright Israel Trip

ISRAEL FREE SPIRIT
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Bring Israel Home is a post-trip program for 
participants to engage in countless Jewish 
activities, forge relationships with local Jewish 
organizations and personalities, remain actively 
in touch with their Jewish social network, and 
continue to strengthen their ties with Israel and 
Judaism. Groups that fulfill the requirements 
together are awarded a sponsored reunion and a 
special visit from the Israeli soldiers that joined 
them on their Birthright Israel trip.

Since 2015, 1,584 participants of Birthright 
Israel trips engaged in Bring Israel Home’s post-
trip programs and events.

Partners in Torah is a one-on-one learning 
fellowship through weekly phone calls with 
a professional in the participant's intended 
profession.

Bring Back Shabbat is a program in which 
Birthright alumni host Shabbat meals for their 
peers on college campuses.

“...Bring Israel Home underscore[s] 
the appeal of empowering young 

people to engage their peers in ways 
that fit their lifestyle, utilizing social 

media and technology trends.”
–Gary Rosenblatt
Editor, The Jewish Week

Birthright Follow Up
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Funding Sources Expenses

Israel Free Spirit and Birthright Follow Up Financials

A core part of Birthright Israel is the 
peer interaction with Israeli soldiers 
who join the group for five days — 
allowing American and Israeli Jews to 
build friendships that often last long 
after the trip ends.

 $7,833,000
28% 10%

7%55%

Birthright Direct 
Support

OU Contribution

Other DonationsBirthright 
In Kind Support

Total Funds

$4,300,000 

$2,159,000  $781,000

 $593,000

34%

11%

$2,668,000 

$865,000

  $4,300,000

55%

Programming

Administration

In Kind 
Programming

The financial information here includes the total communal impact of OU programs worldwide. In addition, the OU provides significant support for all of its programs 
through facilities, management and administrative services, e.g. IT, Finance, HR and Communications. Those expenses are not reflected in the program’s financials.
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"Whether it’s promoting 
Israel’s welfare, ensuring 
the security of our shuls 
and schools, defending 
religious liberty for people 
of all faiths and more – 
the Orthodox Union is 
leading and succeeding 
in shaping public policy 
for the benefit of our 
community and American 
society at large.”

– US SENATOR JOE LIEBERMAN

NYC councilmembers 
Mark Levine and David 
Greenfield on the steps 
of City Hall speaking in 
favor of Local Law 2, 
which provides Jewish 
and other non-public 
schools with city-funded 
security guards.
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The OU Advocacy Center is the non-partisan public policy arm 
of the OU and works to advance the interests and values of our 

community in Washington, DC and state capitals. Through its innovative 
and proactive work, OU Advocacy has made our schools more 

affordable, our synagogues safer, bolstered the security of Israel and 
protected the religious freedom of American Jews.

$345 million $175 million

$28.5 million $224

Amount Teach NYS helped 
secure for New York’s 

non-public schools

In federal security grants for shuls, 
schools and other non-profits have 

been awarded since 2007

Per student will be received 
for students in NJ Jewish day 

schools, the greatest amount of 
per-pupil funding for non-public 
school students in NJ’s history

Secured by Teach NYS towards 
security funding for New York’s 

non-public schools

OU Advocacy and its Teach network initiatives 
work to obtain allocations of government funds to 
support Jewish day schools and yeshivas to reduce 
costs and make Jewish education more affordable.

Day School Affordability

Community Security

OU Advocacy works with federal policymakers to 
fund and implement the Nonprofit Security Grant 
Program which is currently providing $20 million 
per year to synagogues, schools and other 
community institutions to ensure their facilities 
are safe and secure.

OU ADVOCACY CENTER



MANDATED SERVICES 
REIMBURSEMENT 
(MSR): $479 MILLION

COMPREHENSIVE 
ATTENDANCE POLICY 
(CAP): $263 MILLION
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Affordable Jewish education is key to 
ensuring a robust Jewish future. 
In 2012, we launched OU-Teach NYS, a 
project of the Orthodox Union to unite 
the Jewish community to advocate for 
resources for our schools and make 
yeshiva education more affordable. 
Since then, we have secured over 
a billion dollars to aid non-public 
schools, and we currently operate in 
five states across the Eastern coast.

 

NEW CAP REPAYMENT:
$287 MILLION

NEW SECURITY: $28.5 MILLION

NEW IN 2016: OFFICE OF RELIGIOUS 
AND INDEPENDENT SCHOOLS:
$2 MILLION

$350
MILLION

$300
MILLION

$250
MILLION

$200
MILLION

$150
MILLION

$100
MILLION

2008 2012 2016

$1.1 
BILLION
AID GENERATED FOR
NON-PUBLIC SCHOOLS
SINCE WE BEGAN IN 2012

Students at Shulamith School for 
Girls on Long Island at an assembly 
with NY Senate Majority Leader John 
Flanagan during a visit arranged by 
OU Advocacy's Teach NYS.



NEW YORK: $345 million in state funding secured in total for non-

public schools in New York City.

NEW JERSEY: In 2011-2012, Teach NJS secured $118 per 

student (total approximately $3.3 million). Four years later, we’ve 

brought that number up to $224 per student — a total of $9.3 million.

PENNSYLVANIA: Working with state legislators in Pennsylvania 

to include non-public schools in its Safe Schools Act, OU 

Advocacy and the Foundation for Jewish Day Schools raised 

$7.5 million in tax credits for non-public schools.

FLORIDA: We’ve worked to ensure an average scholarship of 

$5,700 per student for the 2015-2016 academic year in Florida 

— total of $11.7 million to children attending Jewish day schools.

MARYLAND: OU Advocacy lobbied for $250,000 for the Talmudical 

Academy of Baltimore, and another $200,000 for The Torah School 

of Greater Washington in Silver Spring, MD.
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Ben Porat Yosef Yeshiva Day 
School

The Frisch School

Hillel Yeshiva

Kellman Brown Academy

Lubavitch on the Palisades

Ma’ayanot Yeshiva High School 
for Girls

Moriah School

Netivot - The Montessori Yeshiva

Politz Day School of Cherry Hill

Rabbi Pesach Raymon Yeshiva

Rosenbaum Yeshiva  
of North Jersey

Shalom Torah Academy of 
Western Monmouth County

Solomon Schechter Day School of 
Bergen County

Solomon Schechter Day School, 
Marlboro

Torah Academy of Bergen County

Yavneh Academy

Yeshiva Bais Hillel

Yeshivat He’Atid

Yeshivat Noam

Yeshiva of the Jersey Shore

Barkai Yeshiva

Hebrew Academy of the 
Five Towns & Rockaway

Hebrew Academy of 
Long Beach

Luria Academy of Brooklyn

Magen David Yeshiva

Manhattan Day School

North Shore Hebrew 
Academy

Ramaz

SAR Academy

Shulamith School for Girls

Solomon Schechter Day 
School of Nassau County

Solomon Schechter 
School of Manhattan 

Solomon Schechter 
School of Queens 

Solomon Schechter 
of Westchester 

Westchester Day School

Yeshiva of Flatbush

Yeshivat Darche Eres

Yeshiva of Central 
Queens

Teach NYS Member Schools Teach NJS Member Schools

State-Level Advocacy by the Numbers
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OU Advocacy works with the mainstream pro-Israel 
community to defend the security of the State of Israel 
and promote her welfare. This important work leverages 
our unique relationships with policymakers ranging from 
the President and Secretary of State to Congressional 
leaders and the Prime Minister of Israel.

The constitutional protection of religious liberty is the 
foundation upon which American Jewry has thrived. OU 
Advocacy works in Congress by proactively shaping key 
legislation and on cases before the U.S. Supreme Court 
through the submission of legal briefs to defend this 
essential freedom.

Israel Advocacy

Religious Liberty

“OU Teach NYS has been a critical 
advocate for non-public schools, 
articulating the role that they play in 
the state’s education system. 
I am proud to say that this budget 
will strengthen non-public schools 
across the state.” 

-- NY SENATE MAJORITY LEADER JOHN FLANAGAN

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu meets 
with OU Executive Vice President Allen Fagin, OU 
Advocacy Executive Director Nathan Diament and 
OU President Martin Nachimson in Jerusalem.

US Senator Lindsey Graham is one 
of many national leaders to address 
OU Advocacy’s annual Leadership 
Mission to Washington
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New York Governer Andrew Cuomo with 
OU Advocacy Director of State Political 
Affairs Maury Litwack.

President Barack Obama meets 
with OU Executive Vice President 
Allen Fagin and other religious 
leaders at the White House.

Funding Sources Expenses

OU Advocacy Center Financials

57%

$3,482,000

OU Contribution

Total Funds

43%
Donations & 
Other Income

72%

$1,994,000

$1,488,000 $991,000

 $2,491,000

28%

State Advocacy

National Advocacy

The financial information here includes the total communal impact of OU programs worldwide. In addition, the OU provides significant support for all of its programs 
through facilities, management and administrative services, e.g. IT, Finance, HR and Communications. Those expenses are not reflected in the program’s financials.
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In the course of our Mashiv HaRuach 
educational seminars, soldiers connect 
to their Homeland, their identity and 
their heritage, which enables them to 
protect our Nation.

“From its work with children 
and teenagers to its 
enrichment programs for 
adults, the OU Israel Center 
has made a significant 
contribution to improving 
life in Israel. I commend 
you on your important work 
and wish you many years of 
continued success.” 

- PRIME MINISTER BENJAMIN NETANYAHU
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The OU Israel Center, based in the heart of Jerusalem, is a ​community 
center, serving as a hub of Torah study, Jewish culture and 

spiritual growth. Our work services three distinct populations -- 
Anglo Olim and tourists, IDF soldiers, and at-risk Israeli youth and 
young adults in disadvantaged neighborhoods throughout Israel.

Torah Tidbits 
newsletters distributed 

annually to 400 
communities 

85,000
Visits to the OU Israel 

Center for shiurim, 
special events and trips

10,000
IDF soldiers participated 

in OU Israel’s Mashiv 
HaRuach program

2,570
Youth participate in 
meaningful weekly 

programming in 30 cities 
throughout Israel

500,000

OU Israel operates 22 Youth Centers, primarily in 
development communities, throughout Israel, from 
Kiryat Shmona to Yerucham. Our flagship programs: 
The Jack E. Gindi Oraita Program, Makom Balev and 
The Pearl & Harold Jacobs Zula Outreach Center instill 
at-risk youth with Jewish values and skills to become 
givers instead of receivers.

OU Israel Youth Centers

OU Israel Center

The Seymour J. Abrams Jerusalem World Center, 
known as the OU Israel Center, provides a warm and 
welcoming environment, spiritual inspiration, and a 
familiar social framework for English speakers of all 
ages.

OU ISRAEL
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In partnership with the IDF Education Corps 
and the IDF Rabbinate, OU Israel's Mashiv 
HaRuach program is a seminar series that 
instills a love of the Land in Israel's young 
soldiers through exploring Israel's biblical 
roots and Jewish heritage.

Mashiv HaRuach

For many Israeli teens, the Oraita 
Club is a second home. This is 
where they spend their leisure 
time, make friendships, and 
explore their Jewish heritage.

"It's my family. The OU Israel 
Center's programs are superb. 
Its classes are challenging and 
enjoyable." 

- VERNA G., OU ISRAEL CENTER PARTICIPANT
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OU Israel Program Locations

Akko

Ariel

Beit Shemesh

Chashmonaim

Chatzor

Cholon

Dimona

Efrat

Elazar

Kfar Saba

Kiryat Gat

Kiryat Malachi

Kiryat Shmona

Maaleh Adumim

Modiin

Nahariya 

Nazareth Illit

Netanya

Neve Daniel

Nof Ayalon

Ofakim

Raanana 

Ramat Beit Shemesh 

Ramat HaSharon

Rechovot 

Sderot

Tel Aviv - Yaffo

Tiveria

Yerucham

Yerushalayim

OU Israel's Jack E. Gindi 
Oraita Program teens 
gather for a special pre-
Rosh Hashana Selichot 
event in Yerushalayim. 
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Since the age of 12 when she left her 

religious family, Levana spent all her 

free time in the streets of downtown 

Jerusalem – late night bars and 

basement parties with other teens. 

At 16, she refused to go home, and 

began to sleep in the street. 

     “Of course being out on the street usually leads to 

drugs,” she reflects now.  “You start taking drugs at 

night, and then you start taking them for breakfast, and 

then for lunch, until you forget your own name.”

     One night, someone invited Levana to come to The 

Zula. She entered the room, and was shocked with what 

she saw. “Everybody was smiling to each other, saying 

hello to me as if they knew me,” she says. “I saw people 

sitting together in a circle, guitars playing, candles 

flickering. One of the counselors greeted me, so I asked 

him to play a song for me. He played every song I asked 

him to play – he realized that I needed to hear that 

music. It made me feel good. So I kept coming back.”

     Until that moment, everyone in Levana’s life told 

her she wasn’t going to succeed in school or life. “But 

when I got here, my counselors at The Zula gave me the 

confidence in myself. They believed in me. After I came 

here, I said OK, I can take the bagrut (matriculation) 

exam, I can succeed.”

     Levana is in university now, studying informal youth 

education – planning to work with at-risk teenagers, to 

help those dealing with the struggles she went through. 

“It was here, at The Zula, that I began to believe in 

myself.”

THE ZULA CENTER INSTILLS PRECIOUS VALUES

Makom Balev youth participate 
in an educational Bat Mitzvah 
program atop Masada.
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Funding Sources Expenses

OU Israel Financials

At OU Israel's Camp Dror, campers come 
from diverse backgrounds: Israeli homes, 
Anglo homes in Israel and abroad.

36%

 $4,124,000

30%

OU Contribution

Program Fees

Total Funds

34%
Donations & 
Other Income$1,468,000

 $1,401,000

$1,255,000

 $3,175,000 

 $949,000 

24%

Programming
76%

Program Administration

The financial information here includes the total communal impact of OU programs worldwide. In addition, the OU provides significant support for all of its programs 
through facilities, management and administrative services, e.g. IT, Finance, HR and Communications. Those expenses are not reflected in the program’s financials.
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OU Press has 
published 68 books 
since its inception 

in 2009
OU Press, the publishing division 
of the Orthodox Union, is an 
emerging leader in publishing 
high-quality works of Jewish 
thought and Torah scholarship. 
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The groundbreaking Chumash 
Mesoras HaRav adapts the writings 
and teachings of Rabbi Joseph B. 
Soloveitchik to form a seamless 
commentary on the Chumash.

Chumash 
Mesoras HaRav 

The Haggada consists of Rabbi Joseph 
B. Soloveitchik’s thoughts on the 
Haggada and features his unique blend 
of the experiential and intellectual, the 
philosophical and halachic.

The Seder Night: 
An Exalted Evening

OU Press was established in 2009, and has since published 68 books by 
the works of great Orthodox Jewish thinkers including Rabbi Joseph B. 

Soloveitchik, Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks, Rabbi Dr. Norman Lamm, 
Rabbi Israel Meir Lau and Dr. Erica Brown.

OU PRESS

Popular OU Press Books
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1.2 million
Unique visitors explore 

OU.org annually

180,000
People read our award-
winning Jewish Action 

magazine

91,000
Passover Guides were 

distributed across North 
America in 2016

50,630
People receive our 

weekly Shabbat Shalom 
newsletter

Our award-winning magazine is 
a conversation piece at Shabbat 
tables nationwide, addressing 
current important issues in the 
community. 
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We take the ‘People of the Book’ tagline seriously. Whether it’s our 
critically acclaimed Jewish Action magazine, our prominent Passover Guide 

to kosher products or our buzzing Torah website — the Orthodox Union is at 
the heart of modern Jewish learning and thought. 

Since 1985, Jewish Action magazine has been stoking 
the national conversation in the Orthodox Jewish 
community through its features and opinion pieces, 
and has won several major awards for its journalism.

Jewish Action

The OU Passover Guide has been the American
Jews’ bible to celebrating a kosher Passover since 
the 1950s, with its essential index of kosher-certified 
foods, guide to kashering one's kitchen for Passover, 
as well as FAQ's on the intricacies of Passover ritual 
and halachic requirements.

This year, the NCSY Bencher, a household staple in Jewish 
homes across the world (with over 2.5 million copies 
printed), became an app. Launched by Samuel Waller, the 
app allows for those unfamiliar with the liturgy of Shabbat 
and holidays to study the songs and text, and feel at home 
with Jewish observance.

OU Passover Guide

NCSY Bencher

OU.org, including OUTorah, is a world-renowned resource 
site for Torah and Jewish thought materials. Tens of 
thousands visit our sites daily to listen to our popular 
audio shiurim, and to read our Torah and life articles, 
featuring popular speakers such as Rabbi Shalom Rosner,  
Rabbi Moshe Elefant, Rabbi Tzvi Hersh Weinreb, and 
Mrs. Shira Smiles.

OU.org and OU Torah

PUBLICATIONS
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THANK YOU
FROM THE OU FAMILY

OU.ORG/BENEFACTOR
To learn more about the OU Benefactor Circle or 
to become a member, please call Arnold Gerson, 

Chief Institutional Advancement Officer, at 
212.613-8313 or email agerson@ou.org.

Guardian
$100,000 & over

Joanne and Mark (Moishe) Bane
Mr. & Mrs. Neil Cohen
The Falic Family Foundation 
Alan & Barbara Gindi
Becky & Avi Katz
Mordecai & Monique Katz
Dr. Shmuel & Evelyn Katz 
Karmela & Jerry Klasner 
Stephen & Nataly Neuwirth
Eric & Gale Rothner
The Ruderman Family Foundation 
In Memory of Anne Samson a"h

Founder
$50,000 - $99,999

Mr. & Dr. Raanan Agus 
Daniel & Razie Benedict 
Mr. & Mrs. Jack Feintuch 
Dr. Edwin & Cecile Gromis 
Ms. Lorraine Hoffmann 
Legacy Heritage Fund 
Mr. David Lichtenstein
UJA Federation of Jewish Philanthropies 
Steven & Murielle Uretsky 
Lillian Zeides z"l

Builder
$25,000 - $49,999

Brian & Dafna Berman 
Dennis & Debra Berman 
Judi & Jason Berman 
Beverly Hills Marriott 
Jo & Jonah Bruck
Jose & Yael Cherem 
Crain-Maling Foundation:  
www.crainmaling.org 
Gershon & Aviva Distenfeld 
Mr. & Mrs. Fred Ehrman
Drs. Robert & Kay Faguet
Howard Tzvi & Chaya Friedman 
Greater Miami Jewish Federation 
Dr. Elliot & Lillian Hahn
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Hartman
Lance & Rivkie Hirt
Alissa & Shimmie Horn
Kim & Jonathan Kushner
Mrs. Fegi Mauer
Mayberg Family Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Martin Nachimson 
Raphael & Rivka Nissel
Henry & Mindy Orlinsky
Ralphs Food4less Foundation 
Robbie & Helene Rothenberg
Mr. & Mrs. George Schaeffer 
Yitzchok & Barbara Lehmann Siegel 
Barry & Joy Sklar
Moris & Lillian Tabacinic
The Weil Family
Jessica & Lenny Weiss
The Weiss Family, Cleveland, Ohio 
Mr. Jerry & Mrs. Sara Wolasky 

The incredible accomplishments of the programs you 
have read about in this impact report could not have 
been achieved without the support of the members of 
our Benefactor Circle.

Our  Benefactor Circle  Members form the bedrock 
of OU support. Their generosity leads the way in 
enabling and inspiring our programs. We applaud all 
of  our Benefactors, both  those who have agreed to 
be listed and to serve as a philanthropic example for 
Klal Yisrael,  as well as  those who have chosen to 
remain anonymous.  We celebrate their dedication and 
commitment, and invite all to join them  in making a 
real difference to Jewish life.
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Visionary
$18,000 - $24,999

June & David Aboksis
Art & Tradition
Mrs. Ariela Balk
Lewis & Lauri Barbanel
Saby & Rosi Behar
Linda & Michael Elman 
Joseph & Bella Essas
Mr. & Mrs. Ernie Goldberger 
Robyn & Shukie Grossman 
Joan & Peter Hoffman 
Morris & Sandra Kaplan
Mr. & Mrs. Jack Nagel
Yehuda & Anne Neuberger 
Isabelle & David Novak
UJA Federation of New York, 
Reiss-Wiener Library
Michael & Arianne Weinberger 
George & Joni White
Drs. Yechiel & Suri Zagelbaum  
Joshua Zegen

 

Partner
$10,000 - $17,999

Mr. & Mrs. Emanuel Adler 
Mr. & Mrs. Lior Arussy 
Tammy & Aaron Attias 
Yale & Ann Baron
Mr. Harvey Bell
Mrs. Julia & Mr. Brad W. Berger 
Max & Elana Berlin
Mr. & Mrs. Isaac Berman
Mr. & Mrs. Brian Bilzin
Vivian & Daniel Chill
Combined Jewish Philanthropies 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Copeland
The Crown Family
Neal & Beth Cutler

Mr. Sheldon J. David
Peter & Lori Deutsch
Dr. & Mrs. Shlomo Drapkin
Mark & Cheryl Friedman
Murray & Batsheva Goldberg 
Mr. & Mrs. David Hartman
Ed & Robyn Hoffman/Hoffman Catering
Mr. Nate Hyman
Jewish Federation of St. Louis 
Dr. & Mrs. Bernard Kaminetsky 
Rabbi Joseph Karasick
Robin & Brad Klatt
Drs. David & Michele Klein
Jonah & Fran Kupietzky
Dr. Murray Leben
Dr. & Mrs. Samuel Lupin
Iris & Shalom Maidenbaum
Azi & Rachel Mandel
Jeffrey & Adria Mandel
Mrs. Ella Meisel
Mr. & Mrs. Shalom Menora
Mr. & Mrs. Eitan Milgram 
Gila & Adam Milstein
Dr. Michael & Liz Muschel 
Mr. Cal Nathan 
Pharmore Drugs
Ralphs Grocery Company
Dr. & Mrs. Jay Robinow
Henry & Golda Reena Rothman 
Samis Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Marvin Samuels 
Genie & Steve Savitsky
Mr. Baruch Singer
Jaime & Marilyn Sohacheski 
William Solomon
Rabbi Shlomo & Mindy Spetner 
Dr. & Mrs. Ethan Spiegler 
Isaac H. Taylor Endowment Fund 
Mr. & Mrs. Avrom Vann
Stanley & Ellen Wasserman 
David & Gila Weinstein
Susanne & Michael Wimpfheimer 
Mr. & Mrs. Alan Zekelman

Patron
$5,000 - $9,999

Ashford Hospitality
Michael & Susan Baum
Mr. & Mrs. Julius Berman
Judah & Faige Bienstock
Mr. & Mrs. Tomer Bitton
Rabbi Glenn & Henni Black 
Harvey & Judy Blitz
Mr. John Brass
Dr. & Mrs. Stephen Brenner 
Pace & Aileen Cooper
Mr. & Mrs. Allan Dalfen
Sari & Shlomo Drazin
Lea & Leon Eisenberg
Judith & Allen I. Fagin
Mrs. Margaret Feder
Rabbi Dave & Chani Felsenthal 
Mr. & Mrs. Martin Fineberg
Ron & Lisa Rosenbaum Fisher 
Stephen & Roz Flatow
Joseph & Rachel Fox
Sura & Bert Fried
Dr. Stan & Marla Frohlinger 
Lawrence & Judith Garshofsky 
Arnold & Esther Gerson
Rabbi Ben & Aviva Gonsher 
Micah & Rivkie Greenland
David Himelberg Foundation 
Michael & Rochelle Jacobsen
Jewish Federation of S. Palm Beach County 
Gilad & Danna Kalter 
Ethan & Deborah Katz 
Alice & Jacob Klein
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Korda 
Mr. & Mrs. Scott Krieger 
Marc & Rena Kwestel 
David & Faye Landes 
Joshua & Bryna Landes 
Mrs. Shirley Levy
Vivian & David Luchins
David & Michelle Margules
Ted & Ruth Mirvis

Mr. & Mrs. Raul Moskovitz
Anna Baum & Barry Novack
Terry & Gail Novetsky
People's United Insurance Agency 
Allen & Miriam Pfeiffer
Larry & Andrea Portal
Mr. & Mrs. David Porush
Mr. Miguel Poyastro
Proskauer Rose LLP
Richard & Ora Rabinovich
William & Deborah Rand
Mr. Lawrence Rein
Drs. Craig & Jacqueline Reiss
Sara & Laurence Richards 
Richmond Jewish Foundation
Gail & Binyamin Rieder
Devora & Nathaniel Rogoff
J. Philip Rosen
Ira & Debra Rosenberg
Yechiel & Nomi Rotblat
Joshua & Alyse Rozenberg
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Samuel
Toby Macy Schaffer
Ethel & Stan Scher
Jerry & Barbara Schreck
Mr. & Mrs. Louis Schwartz
Mrs. Margie Shabat
Dr. Jerry & Carol Silverman 
Jonathan & Talia Siscovick
Mr. & Mrs. David Sokol
Mr. & Mrs. Abraham J. Stern
Dr. & Mrs. Shimmy Tennenbaum
Mr. & Mrs. Gary Torgow
Tova & Howard Weiser
Rabbi & Mrs. Chaim Wielgus
Fran & David Woolf
David & Davida Zimble

Due to the printing deadline, we apologize for 
any omissions. This listing includes annual 
donors from January 1, 2015 – November 7, 
2016. If you wish to be acknowledged, please 
contact Elaine Grossman at grossmane@ou.org.



Board 
Membership

President
Martin Nachimson

Chairman, Board of Directors
Howard Tzvi Friedman

Vice Chairman, Board of 
Directors
Mordecai D. Katz

Chairman, Board of 
Governors
Henry I. Rothman

Vice Chairman, Board of 
Governors
Gerald Schreck

Senior Vice Presidents
Emanuel Adler
Dr. Michael Elman
Aaron Kinderlehrer
Roy Spiewak
Gary Torgow
Michael Wimpfheimer

National Vice Presidents
Fred Ehrman
Eli Genauer (North West)***
Rabbi Moshe Krupka
Dr. David Luchins
Yehuda Neuberger
Isabelle Novak
Paul Pinkus (Mid West)***
Avi Schick
Barbara Lehmann Siegel 
(Atlantic Seaboard)***
Dr. Steven Tennenbaum
Esther Williams

Treasurer
Avery Neumark

Secretary
Ari Kahn

Associate Vice Presidents
Lorraine Hoffman
Henry Orlinsky
Ari Shabat
Dr. Marian Stoltz-Loike

Honorary Chairmen, Board 
of Directors
Samuel L. Brennglass*
Marcel Weber

Honorary Vice Chairmen, 
Board of Directors
Seymour J. Abrams
Morry Weiss

Honorary Chairmen, Board 
of Governors
Lee C. Samson
Jay L. Schottenstein

Honorary Vice Chairmen, 
Board of Governors
Dr. Mark Hasten
William Tenenblatt

Past Presidents
Julius Berman
Harvey Blitz
Moses I. Feuerstein*
Mandell I. Ganchrow, MD
Harold M. Jacobs*
Rabbi Joseph Karasick
Dr. Simcha Katz
Professor Sidney Kwestel
Sheldon Rudoff*
Stephen J. Savitsky

Honorary Vice Presidents
Max Berlin
Donald B. Butler*
Yitzchak Fund
Gustave Jacobs*
Dr. Bernard Lander*
Joseph Macy*
Jack Nagel
Joseph Stechler
Heshy Wengrow
Harvey Wolinetz
David Woolf

Directors-at-Large
Mitchel Aeder
Susan Alter
Mark Bane
Daniel Butler (Central 
East)***
Cynthia Darrison
Sarah Engel (NCSY National 
President)
Dr. Stan Frohlinger (South 
Florida)***
David Gerstley
Shukie Grossman
Dr. David Hurwitz
Melanie Kaminetsky
Avi Katz
Rena Kwestel
Jonah Kupietsky
Dr. Murray Leben (New 
Jersey)***
Vivian Luchins
Irwin Nachimson (West 
Coast)***
Raphy Nissel
Steven Orlow (New York)***
Stuart Panish
Naomi Rotblat
Josh Rozenberg
Rivkie Samson
Bennett Schachter
Toby Macy Schaffer (New 
England)***

Jacob Weichholz
Stanley Weinstein
David Zeffren
Larry Zeifman (Canada)***

Honorary Governors
Rabbi Marvin Hier
Malcolm Hoenlein
Richard Joel
Dr. Alan Kadish
Rabbi Dr. Norman Lamm
Rabbi Zev Leff
Senator Joseph I. Lieberman
Rabbi Haskel Lookstein
Rabbi Sheftel Neuberger
Rabbi Fabian Schonfeld

Board of Governors
Hy Arbesfeld
Daisy Berman
Marvin Bienenfeld
Larry Brown
Dr. Ben Choake
Daniel Chill
Pace Cooper
Leon Eisenberg
Shirley Feuerstein
David Fund
Eugen Gluck
Rabbi Joseph Grunblatt*
Stanley Hillelsohn
Rabbi Emanuel Holzer*
Debbie Laufer
Jeffrey Lefkovits
Morey Levovitz
Nathan Lewin
Mrs. Joseph K. Miller
Rabbi Michael Miller
David Novak
Terry Novetsky
Adam Parkoff
Dr. Harry Peled
Allen Pfeiffer
Dr. Joshua Penn
Donald Press

Barry Ray
Dr. Howard Rosenthal
Zvi Sand
Rabbi Jacob J. Schacter
Rabbi Max N. Schreier
Dr. Edward Steinberg*
Marsha Stranzynski
Gary Weiss
Joyce Wertheimer
Jerry Wolasky

* Deceased
*** Regional 
Representatives
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Committee 
Membership

Executive Committee
Emanuel Adler
Mark Bane
Harvey Blitz
Allen Fagin
Howard Tzvi Friedman
Ari Kahn
Aaron Kinderlehrer
Barbara Lehmann Siegel
Martin Nachimson 
Yehuda Neuberger
Avery Neumark
Stephen J. Savitsky
Esther Williams

Audit Committee
David Gerstley**
David Lawrence
Jacob Weichholz

Credentials Committee
Michael Wimpfheimer**
Harvey Blitz
Barbara Lehmann Siegel
Dr. David Luchins
Isabelle Novak

Resolutions Committee
Yehuda Neuberger**
Nathan Diament
Ben Hoffer
Barbara Lehmann Siegel
Dr. David Luchins
Matt Maryles
Gerald Schreck
Michael Wimpfheimer

Finance Committee
Avery Neumark**

Mitchel Aeder
David Belsky
Harvey Blitz
Howard Tzvi Friedman
Ari Fuchs
Mordecai D. Katz
Scott Krieger
Henry Orlinsky
Mordy Soloff
David Zimble

Nominating and Board 
Resource Committee
Henry I. Rothman**
Mitchel Aeder
Cindy Darrison
Ari Kahn
Steven Orlow
Gerald Schreck
Dr. Marian Stoltz-Loike
Dr. Steven Tennenbaum
Esther Williams

Young Leadership 
Committee
Josh Rozenberg**
Dr. Robert Den
Jackie Flieschman
Lisa Flieschman
Barbie Golan
Elly Goldenberg
Ben Hoffer
Daniella Hoffer
Dara Orbach
David Orbach
Dov Quint
Alyse Rozenberg
Devorah Schreck
Evan Silver
Gila Stern
Aaron Wertentheil
Rachel Wertentheil
Aryeh Zuber

Commission 
Membership

Communications - Jewish 
Action
Gerald Schreck**
Rabbi Dovid Bashevkin
Binyomin Ehrenkranz
David Olivestone
Rabbi Gil Student
Rabbi Dr. Tzvi H. Weinreb

Communications - OU 
Press
Julius Berman**
Rabbi Menachem Genack
Yocheved Goldberg
Eliyahu Krakowski
Stephen Neuwirth
Rabbi Simon Posner
Gerald Schreck
Rabbi Gil Student
Rabbi Steven Weil

Financial Resource 
Development Commission - 
Institutional Advancement 
Department
Henry Orlinsky**
Mark Bane
Howard Tzvi Friedman
Shukie Grossman
Avi Katz
Azi Mandel

Kashrut Commission - OU 
Kosher
Harvey Blitz**
Raphael Benaroya
Avraham Berkowitz
Julius Berman
Yosef Fink

Yitzchak Fund
Fred Horowitz
Rabbi Joseph Karasick
Rabbi Moshe Krupka
Henry Orlinsky
Chaim Wasserman

Next Gen Commission - 
Jewish Learning Initiative 
on Campus, Next Gen, 
Heart to Heart, and Israel 
Free Spirit
Dr. Steven Tennenbaum**
Lorraine Hoffman
Rena Kwestel
Barbara Lehmann Siegel
Henry Orlinsky
Drew Parker
Dr. Harry Peled
Rabbi Shaul Robinson
Henry I. Rothman
Bennett Schachter
Deborah Schick-Laufer
Michael Wiederkehr

OU Advocacy Commission
Yehuda Neuberger**
Mark Bane
Harvey Blitz
Howard Tzvi Friedman
Jonathan Gellis
Elliot Holtz
Dr. Allan Jacob
Dr. David Luchins
Matthew Maryles
Avi Schick
Sam Sutton
Gary Torgow
Shira Yoshor

OU Israel Commission
Dr. Michael Elman**
Yitzchak Fund
Dr. Simcha Heller
Stuart Hershkowitz

Moshe Kempinkski
Sandy Kestenbaum
Professor Meni Koslovsky
Rabbi Emanuel Quint
Zvi Sand
Ben Wiener
Harvey Wolinetz

Community and Synagogue 
Services Commission
Barbara Lehmann Siegel**
Emanuel Adler
Susan Alter 
Pace Cooper
Dr. Stan Frohlinger
Eli Genauer
Shukie Grossman
Rabbi Joseph Karasick
Ari Kahn
Rena Kwestel
Dr. Murray Leben
Vivian Luchins
Harry Peled
Toby Macy Schaffer
Debbie Schick-Laufer
Evan Silver
Dr. Marian Stoltz-Loike
Jacob Weichholz
Esther Williams
Michael Wimpfheimer

Synagogue Standards- 
Community and Synagogue 
Services
Michael Wimpfheimer**
Emanuel Adler
Laurie Cooper
Yehuda Friedman
Eli Genauer
Lorraine Hoffman
Rabbi Joseph Karasick
Barbara Lehmann Siegel
Dr. David Luchins
Henry I. Rothman
Dr. Marian Stoltz-Loike

Dr. Steven Tabak
Rabbi Steven Weil
Rabbi Dr. Tzvi H. Weinreb
Heshy Wengrow

YACHAD/National Jewish 
Council for Disabilities 
(NJCD) Commission - 
Yachad
Mitchel Aeder**
William Auerbach
Tziril Goldman
Ira Kellman
Dr. Isaac Klein
Aaron Malitzky
Miriam Pfeiffer
Rabbi Eli Rubin
Herb Tobin

Youth - NCSY 
Avi Katz**
Freda Greenblatt
Dov Greenblatt
Dr. David Hurwitz
Rabbi Moshe Krupka
Dr. Murray Leben
Vivian Luchins
Jeff Mandel
Isabelle Novak
Josh Rozenberg
Ari Shabat
Joseph Stechler

** Committee/Commission 
Chair



OU Kosher Rabbinic Administrator / 
Chief Executive Officer

Rabbi Menachem Genack
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Executive Vice President / 
Chief Professional Officer

Allen Fagin
Chief Institutional Advancement Officer

Arnold Gerson

Senior Managing Director

Rabbi Steven Weil

Executive Vice President, Emeritus

Rabbi Dr. Tzvi Hersh Weinreb

Chief Financial Officer / 
Chief Administrative Officer

Shlomo Schwartz

Chief Human Resources Officer

Lenny Bessler

Chief Information Officer

Sam Davidovics, Ph.D.

Chief Innovation Officer 

Rabbi Dave Felsenthal

Director of Marketing 
& Communications

Gary Magder

OU Kosher Executive Rabbinic 
Coordinator / Chief Operating Officer

Rabbi Moshe Elefant

International Director of NCSY

Rabbi Micah Greenland

Director of Pepa & Rabbi Joseph 
Karasick Department  
of Synagogue Services

Rabbi Judah Isaacs

International Director of Yachad /  
Our Way / NJCD

Dr. Jeffrey Lichtman

Director of OU Next Gen and 
the Heshe & Harriet Seif Jewish 
Learning Initiative on Campus

Rabbi Ilan Haber

North American Director of Israel Free 
Spirit, Birthright Israel trip organizer

Penny Pazornick

Executive Director of  
OU Advocacy Center

Nathan Diament

Israel Director and Education 
Director of Israel Free Spirit, 
Birthright Israel trip organizer

Yael Tamari

Executive Director of OU Israel 

Rabbi Avi Berman

Executive Editor of OU Press

Rabbi Simon Posner

Editor-in-Chief of  
Jewish Action Magazine

Nechama Carmel
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OU

11 Broadway
New York, NY 10004
212.563.4000
info@ou.org 
ou.org

Yachad

11 Broadway
New York, NY 10004
212.613.8229
yachad.org

OU Advocacy

820 First Street NE 
Suite 730
Washington, D.C. 20002
202.513.6484
OUAdc@ou.org
advocacy.ou.org

OU Israel

22 Rechov Keren Hayesod
Jerusalem 91370
02.560.9100
office@ouisrael.org 
ouisrael.org 

OU Press

11 Broadway
New York, NY 10004
212.613.8385
oupress.org

Jewish Action

11 Broadway
New York, NY 10004
Jewishaction.com

Israel Free Spirit

11 Broadway
New York, NY 10004
212.613.8299
info@israelfreespirit.com
israelfreespirit.com

OU-JLIC

11 Broadway
New York, NY 10004
212.613.8287
jlic@ou.org 
oujlic.org 

Bring Israel Home

11 Broadway
New York, NY 10004
646.459.5145
info@bringisraelhome.com 
bringisraelhome.com 

NCSY

11 Broadway
New York, NY 10004
212.613.8233
info@ncsy.org
ncsy.org   

Kosher

11 Broadway
New York, NY 10004
Consumer Hotline:
212.613.8241
kosherq@ou.org
oukosher.org 

Synagogue & Community Services

11 Broadway
New York, NY 10004
oucommunity.org 

/myncsy

/OUKosher

/YACHADNJCD

/israelfreespirit

/OUAdvocacy

/OUIsrael/

/OUPressBooks

/JewishAction

/NationalJLIC

/OUCommunityServices

/OU-SynagogueSevices-
354413821342004

/OrthodoxUnion

/myncsy

/oukosher

/yachadnjcd

/israelfreespirit

/ou_advocacy

/oujlicnational 

/bringisraelhome 

/oucommunity

/orthodoxunion

/ncsy

/OUKosher

/YachadNJCD

/IFSTaglitBRI

/OUAdvocacy

/OUIsraelCenter

/OU_Press

/Jewish_Action

/OUCommunityServ

/OUSynagogues

/user/myncsy

/user/OUKosher

/user/NJCDyachad

/user/Israelfreespirit

/user/OUPolitical

/user/OUISRAELChannel

/user/OrthodoxUnionPress/user/jlicnational

/user/OUCommunityServices

/user/OUSynagogueServices

/orthodoxunion

Synagogue Services:

Community Services:

CONTACT INFORMATION
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DREAM 
BIG 
WITH 
US
Visit ou.org/giving 
to get started


