
 

Be Prepared! Information for Training Your Reps  
 

Criteria Used by Young Families When Choosing a Community 
Decision Factors Observation Strategy 

Hashkafa (united values) If no school, they will create one-focus on 
priority issues. 

Promote school- Build or partner to 
support school. 

Choice of Day Schools Want to partner with best teachers and 
schools to impart learning. 

Promote school, build or partner.  Provide 
communications:  Who endorses school?  
Where are teachers educated? 

Affordable Housing Looking for positive signs of rebirth in 
affordable areas- turnarounds.  Presently 
burdened with costs of tuition, setting up 
households, etc. 

Tell a story about neighborhood.  Its value- 
its prospects. 

Job/Higher Education Will communities help them?  Einstein 
Medical- flexible about Shabbat- Special 
loans to young families. 

Lower dues in early years.  Child care. 

Young Couples Hard to live in a community if there are 
not others in the same demographic.   

Work to ensure a “critical mass” of young 
families- examples 
Energizer- only 10 couples under 30-20 kids 
3-13; Revitalizer- congregation dropped 
from 400 to 30. Help rebuild. 

General Values Values of community ie consumerism, 
affluence, secularism  

Ensure them they will have ability to 
establish own values. 

 Mikvah This is practical issue only on Friday 
night/Yom Tov.   

Identify resources- support their care. 

Convenience Commuting to work or school has become 
the norm 

Present employment opportunities in a 
larger geographic area 

Proximity to Family Willing to sacrifice proximity to family and 
friends to find reasonable and supportive 
community. 

Provide viable community-still close 
enough to maintain connections. 

Rabbinic They are used to lay-led programs and 
don’t require pastoral career lifecycles. 
They still have bond with old rabbi.  

Ensure priority needs are met- 
Share strength of rabbi and his 
commitment to supporting these. 

Kosher Restaurants It is desirable factor.  It was least 
important in decision making. 

Don’t get focused on what you lack! 

 



Questions Often Asked by Young Couples 
• Employment opportunities:  Know what industry is located nearby, what are popular 

jobs in your area. Check Job Boards for listings in the area.  
• Childcare:  What do most families do for childcare.  What are the typical costs/hours  
• Yeshiva tuition:  What do local yeshivas charge for tuition.  Are scholarships available? 
• Commuting:  Is there a typical commute to work?  What is it?  How is driving in the area.  

Is traffic generally light or heavy.  Are there busses/trains available.  Are they safe and 
reliable? 

• General demographic  
• Safety 
• What is the typical political demographic of the area?  Liberal/conservative  
• How many shuls are in the area?  3 minyanim a day available 
• Weather 
• Friday night Mikva - safe to get there? 
• Hospitals – how close are they?  How good are they? 

 
 

From a Young Couple. . .  
We lived in Queens for our first year of marriage. We decided together that we wanted to look for a 
different place to live where the cost of living was more reasonable, and the communities were smaller 
knit, creating a family-like environment.  

Being both in Chinuch, we looked for communities that were hiring teachers and had 
reputations of being close knit and welcoming. We quickly learned that many schools were not aware of 
what their needs would be for the following year or had limited positions available, as schools out of 
town generally are smaller.  

We considered two communities seriously. The first community that we visited flew us out for 
interviews and tentatively offered us positions. Before traveling to the community, we were told 
information by community leaders about the logistics, prices of housing, positions, etc. When we got 
there, community members had different information to give us, which did not line up with the 
information originally given to us. We highly suggest anyone looking into different communities check, 
check, and recheck the information you are being given as small nuances can really impact a lifestyle. 
For example, if a minyan is reported as being 15 minutes away but in reality, it is 45 minutes away with 
traffic and a husband is going to be going there three times a day- that significantly impacts on what a 
regular evening together looks like! 
 We then traveled to another community that was also far away from Queens. Before looking 
into the communities through the OU we did not even know that there were Jews there! It turns out 
that there is a very vibrant community with 3 wonderful Orthodox schools, that all work together to 
help teachers have wonderful support and seminars available. We found jobs that catered to our 
strengths, discovered shuls that are vibrant and welcoming and found a community that treats members 
like family. We have not had a single chag where people did not check in with us if we had enough 
invitations. The rabbis are approachable and down to earth and always available for advice or to hear 
how the transition is going. On a logistical note, there are restaurants, take out available, countless 
minyanim that are actually 5-15 minutes from our home with traffic! We feel very fortunate to have 
discovered this community and are enjoying our journey of making it into our home.  
 


