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Out of This World: The Value of Higher Goals in Judaism

By Rabbi Moshe Hauer, Incoming Executive Vice President, Orthodox Union

Opening Question: What motivated Ruth to convert? Why is she considered the model for
all who join the Jewish people and accept Torah?
[.The Ideal Path — Seeking a Higher Goal
Rambam Mishneh Torah Hilchot Teshuva Chapter 10
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Let no man say: "Behold, I perform the precepts of the Torah, and engage myself in its
wisdom so that I will receive all the blessings described therein, or so that I will merit the
life in the World to Come, and I will separate myself from the transgressions against which
the Torah gave warning so that I will escape the curses described therein, or so that I will
suffer excision from the life in the World to Come". It is improper to serve the Lord in such
way, for whosoever serves the Lord in such way, he is a worshiper because of fear, which
is neither the degree of the prophets nor the degree of the sages...
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The worshiper because of love, engages himself in the study of the Torah and the
observance of precepts and follows the paths of wisdom on_no_account in_the world,
neither for fear of evil nor in order to inherit the good; but he does the true thing because
it is true, and in the end the good comes because thereof,. That degree is a great degree,
indeed and not every scholar attains it; for such was the degree of Abraham our father,
whom the Holy One, blessed is He! called His beloved, because he worshiped not, save
because of love, and it is, furthermore, the degree concerning which the Holy One, blessed
is He! commanded through Moses, saying: "And thou shalt love the Lord thy God" (Deut.
0.5); for, when man will love the Lord with a proper love, he will momentarily perform all
of the commandments because of love.

[I.Kiddush Hashem — Living for a Higher Goal
Rambam Hilchot Yesodei HaTorah Chapter 5
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Whosoever willfully, without duress, will transgress one of the commandments of the

Torah, because he despises it and does so spitefully, behold, he is blaspheming the Name.
Therefore, it is said of false swearing: "Thou hast hereby defiled the name of thy God, 1
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am the Lord" (Lev. 19. 12). And if he commits the offense in the presence of ten Israelites,
he is guilty of public blasphemy. Conversely, if one abstains from sin, or fulfills a
commandment without ulterior motive, not because of terror or fear, nor in pursuit of
honor, but merely for the sake of the Creator, blessed is He! Even as Joseph the Pious
did resist the temptation of his master's wife, behold, he doth sanctify the Name of God.

Question: Did Yosef really make a Kiddush Hashem? What were the headlines in the next
morning’s Cairo Times?

II1.Joining the Jewish People: The Journey to a Higher Goal
Rambam Hilchot Issurei Bi’ah Chapter 13-14
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The proper way of performing the mitzvahis when a male or a female prospective convert
comes, we_inspect his motives for conversion. Perhaps he is coming for the sake of financial
gain, in_order to receive_a_position_of authority, or_he_desires to _enter our faith because of
fear. For a man, we check whether he focused his attention on a Jewish woman. For a woman, we
check whether she focused her attention on a Jewish youth. If we find no ulterior motive, we
inform_them of the heaviness of the yoke of the Torah and the difficulty the common people
have in observing it so that they will abandon [their desire]. If they accept [this introduction]
and do not abandon their resolve and thus we see that they are motivated by love, we accept
them, as [indicated by Ruth 1:18]: "And she saw that she was exerting herself to continue with her
and she ceased speaking with her."
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For this reason, the court did not accept converts throughout the reign of David and
Solomon. In David's time, [they feared] that they sought to convert because of fear and in
Solomon's time, [they feared] that they were motivated by the sovereignty, prosperity, and
eminence which Israel enjoyed. [They refrained from accepting such converts, because] a
gentile who seeks to convert because of the vanities of this [material] world is not a
righteous convert.
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How do we accept righteous converts? When one comes to convert from being a Gentile

and they examine him and they do not find any ulterior motive, they say to him: What did
you see that made you want to convert? Don't you know that Israel in these times is
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rejected, swept away, disturbed, and afflictions come on them. If he says, "l know, and [
am not worthy" they accept him immediately.

Question: So why did Ruth convert? What is the proper motive for conversion?

IV.The Path to Eternity: Out of This World
Rambam Commentary to Mishnah Makkot 3:10
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1t is among the fundamental principles of the Torah that when an individual fulfills one of the
613 commandments in a fit and proper manner, not combining with it any aspect of worldly
intent but rather doing it for its own sake, out of love, then they merit the World to Come
through this single act. This is what R' Hananya meant - being that the Holy One have us so
many commandments it is impossible that in a lifetime one not do a single one in a full and
proper manner, and in doing so their soul will live through that act. When
R' Hananya ben Tradiyon's asked 'will I merit to life in the coming world' and received the
response 'have you ever done anything?' this also indicated the same principle. The answer he
received meant 'have you ever had the chance to do one of the commandments properly?' His
answer was that he once had the chance to give tzedaka in a wholehearted fashion, as much
as is possible, and it was through this that he merited to life in the World to Come.

V.Addendum: Speaking to G-d: Prophesy and Prayer
Prophesy: Rambam Hilchot Yesodei HaTorah Chapter 7
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1t is a fundamental part of religion to acknowledge that God bestows prophecy upon the
sons of men. But prophecy does not descend save upon a wise man, eminent in wisdom, of
sterling character, never subdued by worldly passion, but conquering it by an ever-
present will-power, broadminded and settled to the highest degree. A man, endowed with
all these moral principles, of sound physique, when he enters the Vineyard and is carried
away with the current of these great and remote subjects, and possessed of a mind ready
to understand and attain, he continuing to gain in saintliness, separated from the general
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public which follows the dark paths of the times, continuing to take care of

himself, training his soul to_heed no thought in idle affairs nor in the vanities and

phantasies of the time, but his mind be constantly ready and directed Upward, connected
to the Throne Beneath, to understand the Holy and Pure Intelligences and to penetrate the
scope of Wisdom of the Holy One, blessed is He! ... to know from them His greatness —
immediately the Holy Spirit will rest upon him. And, when the Spirit will rest upon him his
soul will be mingling with the Angels of the degree of the Sphere called Men, and will be
transformed into another being, and will understand his own intelligence that he is not as
he was, but that he was elevated above the degree of other wise sons of man, as it is said
of Saul: "And thou shalt prophesy among them and thou shalt be turned into another man"

(I Sam. 10.6).

Prayer: Talmud Berachot 30b
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MISHNA: One may only stand and begin to pray from an approach of gravity and
submission. There is a tradition that the early generations of pious men would wait one
hour, in order to reach the solemn frame of mind appropriate for prayer, and then pray,
so that they would focus their hearts toward their Father in Heaven.

Prayer: Iggeret HaRamban — The Ramban’s Letter to His Son
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Remove all worldly concerns from your heart during prayer. Prepare your heart before
God, purify your thoughts....
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