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Out of This World: The Value of Higher Goals in Judaism  
By Rabbi Moshe Hauer, Incoming Executive Vice President, Orthodox Union  

 
Opening Question:  What motivated Ruth to convert?  Why is she considered the model for 
all who join the Jewish people and accept Torah?  

I.The Ideal Path – Seeking a Higher Goal   
Rambam Mishneh Torah Hilchot Teshuva Chapter 10  

 םלָוֹעהָ ייֵּחַלְ הכֶּזְאֶשֶׁ ידֵכְּ וֹא הּבָּ תוֹבוּתכְּהַ תוֹכרָבְּהַ לכָּ לבֵּקַאֲשֶׁ ידֵכְּ הּתָמָכְחָבְּ קסֵוֹעוְ הרָוֹתּהַ תוֹצְמִ השֶׂוֹע ינִירֵהֲ םדָאָ רמַאֹי לאַ
 םלָוֹעהָ ייֵּחַמֵ תרֵכָּאֶ אֹלּשֶׁ ידֵכְּ וֹא הרָוֹתּבַּ תוֹבוּתכְּהַ תוֹללָקְּהַ ןמִ לצֵנָּאֶשֶׁ ידֵכְּ ןהֶמֵ הרָוֹתּ הרָיהִזְהִשֶׁ תוֹרבֵעֲהָ ןמִ שׁרפְאֶוְ ,אבָּהַ
 תלַעֲמַ אֹלוְ םיאִיבִנְּהַ תלַעֲמַ הּנָיאֵוְ האָרְיִּמִ דבֵוֹע אוּה הזֶ Qרֶדֶּ לעַ דבֵוֹעהָשֶׁ ,הזֶּהַ Qרֶדֶּהַ לעַ 'ה תאֶ דבֹעֲלַ יוּארָ ןיאֵ .אבָּהַ
   ...םימִכָחֲהַ

 
Let no man say: "Behold, I perform the precepts of the Torah, and engage myself in its 
wisdom so that I will receive all the blessings described therein, or so that I will merit the 
life in the World to Come; and I will separate myself from the transgressions against which 
the Torah gave warning so that I will escape the curses described therein, or so that I will 
suffer excision from the life in the World to Come". It is improper to serve the Lord in such 
way, for whosoever serves the Lord in such way, he is a worshiper because of fear, which 
is neither the degree of the prophets nor the degree of the sages…  

  
 אֹלוְ העָרָהָ תאַרְיִ ינֵפְּמִ אֹלוְ םלָוֹעבָּ רבָדָּ ינֵפְּמִ אֹל המָכְחָהַ תוֹביתִנְבִּ iלֵוֹהוְ תוֹצְמִּבַוּ הרָוֹתּבַּ קסֵוֹע הבָהֲאַמֵ דבֵוֹעָה
 ןיאֵוְ דאֹמְ הלָוֹדגְּ הלָעֲמַ איהִ וֹז הלָעֲמַוּ .הּלָלָגְבִּ אוֹבלָ הבָוֹטּהַ ףוֹסוְ תמֶאֱ אוּהשֶׁ ינֵפְּמִ תמֶאֱהָ השֶׂוֹע אלָּאֶ הבָוֹטּהַ שׁרַילִ ידֵכְּ
 איהִוְ .הבָהֲאַמֵ אלָּאֶ דבַעָ אֹלּשֶׁ יפִלְ וֹבהֲוֹא אוּה Qוּרבָּ שׁוֹדקָּהַ וֹארָקְּשֶׁ וּניבִאָ םהָרָבְאַ תלַעֲמַ איהִוְ .הּלָ הכֶוֹז םכָחָ לכָּ
 'ה תאֶ םדָאָ בהֹאֱיֶּשֶׁ ןמַזְבִוּ .]יהZֶאֱ 'ה תאֵ תָּבְהַאָוְ )ה ו םירבד( רמַאֱנֶּשֶׁ השֶׁמ ידֵיְ לעַ אוּה Qוּרבָּ שׁוֹדקָּהַ הּבָּ וּנוָּצִּשֶׁ הלָעֲמַּהַ
  :הבָהֲאַמֵ תוֹצְמִּהַ לכָּ השֶׂעֲיַ דיָּמִ היָוּארְהָ הבָהֲאַ

 
The worshiper because of love, engages himself in the study of the Torah and the 
observance of precepts and follows the paths of wisdom on no account in the world, 
neither for fear of evil nor in order to inherit the good; but he does the true thing because 
it is true, and in the end the good comes because thereof,. That degree is a great degree, 
indeed and not every scholar attains it; for such was the degree of Abraham our father, 
whom the Holy One, blessed is He! called His beloved, because he worshiped not, save 
because of love, and it is, furthermore, the degree concerning which the Holy One, blessed 
is He! commanded through Moses, saying: "And thou shalt love the Lord thy God" (Deut. 
6.5); for, when man will love the Lord with a proper love, he will momentarily perform all 
of the commandments because of love.  

  
II.Kiddush Hashem – Living for a Higher Goal  

Rambam Hilchot Yesodei HaTorah Chapter 5  
 Qכָיפִלְוּ .םשֵּׁהַ תאֶ ללֵּחַמְ הזֶ ירֵהֲ סיעִכְהַלְ שׁפֶנֶבְּ טאָשְׁבִּ הרָוֹתּבַּ תוֹרוּמאֲהָ תוֹצְמִ לכָּמִ תחַאַ לעַ סנֶאֹ אֹלבְּ וֹתּעְדַּמִ רבֵוֹעהָ לכָּ
 םשֵּׁהַ תאֶ ללֵּחִ הזֶ ירֵהֲ לאֵרָשְׂיִּמִ הרָשָׂעֲבַּ רבַעָ םאִוְ ."'ה ינִאֲ ]יהZֶאֱ םשֵׁ תאֶ תָּלְלַּחִוְ" )בי טי ארקיו( רקֶשֶׁ תעַוּבשְׁבִּ רמַאֱנֶ
 ינֵפְּמִ אלָּאֶ דוֹבכָּ שׁקֵּבַלְ אֹלוְ האָרְיִ אֹלוְ דחַפַּ אֹל םלָוֹעבָּ רבָדָּ ינֵפְּמִ אֹל הוָצְמִ השָׂעָ וֹא הרָבֵעֲמֵ שׁרֵוֹפּהַ לכָּ ןכֵוְ .םיבִּרַבָּ
   :םשֵּׁהַ תאֶ שׁדֵּקַמְ הזֶ ירֵהֲ וֹבּרַ תשֶׁאֵמֵ וֹמצְעַ קידִּצַּהַ ףסֵוֹי תעַינִמְכִּ אוּה iוּרבָּ ארֵוֹבּהַ

Whosoever willfully, without duress, will transgress one of the commandments of the 
Torah, because he despises it and does so spitefully, behold, he is blaspheming the Name. 
Therefore, it is said of false swearing: "Thou hast hereby defiled the name of thy God; I 
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am the Lord" (Lev. 19. 12). And if he commits the offense in the presence of ten Israelites, 
he is guilty of public blasphemy. Conversely, if one abstains from sin, or fulfills a 
commandment without ulterior motive, not because of terror or fear, nor in pursuit of 
honor, but merely for the sake of the Creator, blessed is He! Even as Joseph the Pious 
did resist the temptation of his master's wife, behold, he doth sanctify the Name of God.  

  
Question:  Did Yosef really make a Kiddush Hashem?  What were the headlines in the next 
morning’s Cairo Times?  
  
III.Joining the Jewish People: The Journey to a Higher Goal  

Rambam Hilchot Issurei Bi’ah Chapter 13-14  
 וֹא לטּיִּשֶׁ ןוֹממָ ללַגְבִּ אמָּשֶׁ וירָחֲאַ ןיקִדְוֹבּ ריֵּגַּתְהִלְ תרֶיֹּגִּהַ וֹא רגֵּהַ אֹביָּשֶׁכְּ הנָוֹכנְּהַ הוָצְמִּהַשֶׁ .אוּה Qכָּ רבָדָּהַ דוֹס אלָּאֶ ...
 .תידִוּהיְ השָּׁאִבְּ ןתַנָ וינָיעֵ אמָּשֶׁ וירָחֲאַ ןיקִדְוֹבּ אוּה שׁיאִ םאִוְ .תדָּלַ סנֵכָּהִלְ אבָּ דחַפַּהַ ינֵפְּמִ וֹא הּלָ הכֶּזְיִּשֶׁ הרָרָשְׂ ליבִשְׁבִּ
 הרָוֹתּהַ לעֹ דבֶכֹּ ןתָוֹא ןיעִידִוֹמ הלָּעִ םהֶלָ אצָמְנִ אֹל םאִ .לאֵרָשְׂיִ ירֵוּחבַּמִ רוּחבָבְּ הנָתְנָ הָינֶיעֵ אמָּשֶׁ ןיקִדְוֹבּ איהִ השָּׁאִ םאִוְ
 םילִבְּקַמְ הבָהֲאַמֵ וּרזְחָשֶׁ ןתָוֹא וּארָוְ וּשׁרְפֵּ אֹלוְ וּלבְּקִ םאִ .וּשׁרפְיִּשֶׁ ידֵכְּ תוֹצרָאֲהָ ימֵּעַ לעַ הּתָיָּשִׂעֲבַּ שׁיֵּשֶׁ חרַטֹוְ
   :"הָילֶאֵ רבֵּדַלְ לדַּחְתֶּוַ הּתָּאִ תכֶלֶלָ איהִ תצֶמֶּאַתְמִ יכִּ ארֶתֵּוַ" )חי א תור( רמַאֱנֶּשֶׁ ןתָוֹא

 
The proper way of performing the mitzvah is when a male or a female prospective convert 
comes, we inspect his motives for conversion. Perhaps he is coming for the sake of financial 
gain, in order to receive a position of authority, or he desires to enter our faith because of 
fear. For a man, we check whether he focused his attention on a Jewish woman. For a woman, we 
check whether she focused her attention on a Jewish youth.  If we find no ulterior motive, we 
inform them of the heaviness of the yoke of the Torah and the difficulty the common people 
have in observing it so that they will abandon [their desire]. If they accept [this introduction] 
and do not abandon their resolve and thus we see that they are motivated by love, we accept 
them, as [indicated by Ruth 1:18]: "And she saw that she was exerting herself to continue with her 
and she ceased speaking with her."   
 

 תוּכלְמַּהַ ליבִשְׁבִּ אמָּשֶׁ המZֹשְׁ ימֵיבִוּ .וּרזְחָ דחַפַּהַ ןמִ אמָּשֶׁ דוִדָּ ימֵיבִּ .המZֹשְׁוּ דוִדָּ ימֵיְ לכָּ םירִגֵּ ןידִּ תיבֵּ וּלבְּקִ אֹל Qכָיפִלְ
  .קדֶצֶּהַ ירֵגֵּמִ וֹניאֵ םלָוֹעהָ ילֵבְהַמֵ רבָדָּ ליבִשְׁבִּ ם''וּכּעַהָ ןמִ רזֵוֹחהַ לכָּשֶׁ .וּרזְחָ לאֵרָשְׂיִ הּבָּ וּיהָשֶׁ הלָּדֻגְּהַוְ הבָוֹטּהַוְ

 
For this reason, the court did not accept converts throughout the reign of David and 
Solomon. In David's time, [they feared] that they sought to convert because of fear and in 
Solomon's time, [they feared] that they were motivated by the sovereignty, prosperity, and 
eminence which Israel enjoyed. [They refrained from accepting such converts, because] a 
gentile who seeks to convert because of the vanities of this [material] world is not a 
righteous convert.  

  
 תָיאִרָ המָ וֹל םירִמְוֹא .הלָּעִ וּאצְמְיִ אֹלוְ וירָחֲאַ וּקדְּבְיִוְ ם''וּכּעַהָ ןמִ ריֵּגַּתְהִלִ דחָאִ אוֹביָּשֶׁכְּ .קדֶצֶּהַ ירֵגֵּ ןילִבְּקַמְ דצַיכֵּ
 עַדֵוֹי ינִאֲ רמַאָ םאִ .ןהֶילֵעֲ ןיאִבָּ ןירִוּסּיִוְ ןיפִרָטֹמְוּ ןיפִחָסֻמְוּ םיפִוּחדְוּ םייִוּודְּ הזֶּהַ ןמַזְּבַּ לאֵרָשְׂיִּשֶׁ עַדֵוֹי התָּאַ יאִ .ריֵּגַּתְהִלְ תָאבָּשֶׁ
   :דיָּמִ וֹתוֹא ןילִבְּקַמְ יאדַכְּ ינִיאֵוְ

 
How do we accept righteous converts? When one comes to convert from being a Gentile 
and they examine him and they do not find any ulterior motive, they say to him: What did 
you see that made you want to convert? Don't you know that Israel in these times is 
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rejected, swept away, disturbed, and afflictions come on them. If he says, "I know, and I 
am not worthy" they accept him immediately.  

  
Question:  So why did Ruth convert?  What is the proper motive for conversion?  
  
IV.The Path to Eternity: Out of This World  

Rambam Commentary to Mishnah Makkot 3:10  
 םדא םייקישכ יכ הרותב הנומאה ירקעמ  ...לארשי תא תוכזל ה"בקה הצר רמוא אישקע ןב איננח יבר
 הבהאמ המשל התוא השעיש אלא םינפ םושב םלועה תנווכמ הנווכ המע ףתשי אלו ןגוהכו יוארכ תוצמ ג"ירתמ הוצמ
 השעי אלש רשפא יא הברה םתויהב תוצמה יכ איננח יבר רמא הז לעו אבה םלועה ייחל הב הכז הנה ךל יתראבש ומכ
 הזה רקעה לע הרויש הממו השעמ ותואב ושפנ היחת הוצמה התוא ותושעבו התומלשו התנוכתמ לע םהמ תחא וייחב םדא
 הוצמ תושעל ךל ןמדזנ רמולכ ךדיל השעמ אב םולכ בישמה ובישהו ב"הוע ייחל ינא המ ןוידרת ןב איננח 'ר לאשש המ
 והיעשי( קוספה שוריפו .ב"הועה ייחל הכזו רשפאש המ לככ תומלש ךרד לע הקדצ תוצמ ול הנמדזנ יכ ובישה ןגוהכ
  :רידאיו הרות לידגי יכ ןעמל לארשי תא קדצל וקדצ ןעמל ץפח 'ה )א״כ:ב״מ

 
It is among the fundamental principles of the Torah that when an individual fulfills one of the 
613 commandments in a fit and proper manner, not combining with it any aspect of worldly 
intent but rather doing it for its own sake, out of love, then they merit the World to Come 
through this single act. This is what R' Hananya meant - being that the Holy One have us so 
many commandments it is impossible that in a lifetime one not do a single one in a full and 
proper manner, and in doing so their soul will live through that act. When 
R' Hananya ben Tradiyon's asked 'will I merit to life in the coming world' and received the 
response 'have you ever done anything?' this also indicated the same principle. The answer he 
received meant 'have you ever had the chance to do one of the commandments properly?' His 
answer was that he once had the chance to give tzedaka in a wholehearted fashion, as much 
as is possible, and it was through this that he merited to life in the World to Come.   

  
V.Addendum: Speaking to G-d: Prophesy and Prayer  

Prophesy: Rambam Hilchot Yesodei HaTorah Chapter 7  
 וֹרצְיִ אהֵיְ אֹלוְ ,ויתָוֹדּמִבְּ רוֹבּגִּ ,המָכְחָבַּ לוֹדגָּ םכָחָ לעַ אלָּאֶ הלָחָ האָוּבנְּהַ ןיאֵוְ .םדָאָהָ ינֵבְּ תאֶ אבֵּנַמְ לאֵהָשֶׁ עדַילֵ תדָּהַ ידֵוֹסימִ
 אלָּמֻמְ אוּהשֶׁ םדָאָ .דאֹמְ דעַ הנָוֹכנְ הבָחָרְ העָדֵּ לעַבַּ אוּהוְ .דימִתָּ וֹרצְיִ לעַ וֹתּעְדַבְּ רבֵּגַּתְמִ אוּה אלָּאֶ םלָוֹעבָּ רבָדָבְּ וילָעָ רבֵּגַּתְמִ
 ןיבִהָלְ הנָוֹכנְ העָדֵּ וֹל היֶהְתִוְ ,םיקִוֹחרְהָ םילִוֹדגְּהַ םינִיָנְעִהָ ןתָוֹאבְּ Qשֵׁמָּיִוְ סדֵּרְפַּלַ סנֵכָּיִּשֶׁכְּ ,וֹפוּגבְּ םלֵשָׁ וּלּאֵהָ תוֹדּמִּהַ לכָבְּ
 אֹלּשֶׁ וֹשׁפְנַ דמֵּלַמְוּ וֹמצְעַ זרֵזָמְוּ iלֵוֹהוְ ,ןמַזְּהַ יכֵּשַׁחֲמַבְּ םיכִלְוֹההַ םעָהָ ללַכְּ יכֵרְדַּמִ שׁרֵוֹפוּ iלֵוֹהוְ שׁדֵּקַתְמִ אוּהוְ גישִּׂהַלְוּ
 הרָוּשׁקְ הלָעְמַלְ דימִתָּ היָוּנפְּ וֹתּעְדַּ אלָּאֶ ,ויתָוֹלוּבּחְתַוְ ןמַזְּהַ ילֵבְהַמֵ אֹלוְ םילִטֵבְּ םירִבָדְּמִ דחָאֶבְּ ללָכְּ הבָשָׁחֲמַ וֹל היֶהְתִּ
 ,וֹלדְגָּ ןהֶמֵ עַדֵוֹיוְ … הּלָּכֻּ אוּה Qוּרבָּ שׁוֹדקָּהַ לשֶׁ וֹתמָכְחָבְּ לכֵּתַּסְמִוּ ,תוֹרוֹהטְּהַ תוֹשׁוֹדקְּהַ תוֹרוּצּהַ ןתָוֹאבְּ ןיבִהָלְ אסֵּכִּהַ תחַתַּ
 רחֵאַ שׁיאִלְ Qפֵהָיֵוְ םישִׁיאִ םיאִרָקְנִּהַ םיכִאָלְמַּהַ תלַעֲמַבְּ וֹשׁפְנַ ברֵעָתְתִּ חַוּרהָ וילָעָ חַוּנתָּשֶׁ תעֵבְוּ .וילָעָ הרָוֹשׁ שׁדֶקֹּהַ חַוּר דיָּמִ
 י א לאומש( לוּאשָׁבְּ רמַאֱנֶּשֶׁ וֹמכְּ ,םימִכָחֲהַ םדָאָ ינֵבְּ ראָשְׁ תלַעֲמַ לעַ הלָּעַתְנִּשֶׁ אלָּאֶ היָהָשֶׁ תוֹמכְּ וֹניאֵשֶׁ וֹתּעְדַבְּ ןיבִיָוְ
  :"רחֵאַ שׁיאִלְ תָּכְפַּהְנֶוְ םמָּעִ תָיבִּנַתְהִוְ" )ו

 
It is a fundamental part of religion to acknowledge that God bestows prophecy upon the 
sons of men. But prophecy does not descend save upon a wise man, eminent in wisdom, of 
sterling character, never subdued by worldly passion, but conquering it by an ever-
present will-power, broadminded and settled to the highest degree. A man, endowed with 
all these moral principles, of sound physique, when he enters the Vineyard and is carried 
away with the current of these great and remote subjects, and possessed of a mind ready 
to understand and attain, he continuing to gain in saintliness, separated from the general 
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public which follows the dark paths of the times, continuing to take care of 
himself, training his soul to heed no thought in idle affairs nor in the vanities and 
phantasies of the time, but his mind be constantly ready and directed Upward, connected 
to the Throne Beneath, to understand the Holy and Pure Intelligences and to penetrate the 
scope of Wisdom of the Holy One, blessed is He! ... to know from them His greatness —
immediately the Holy Spirit will rest upon him. And, when the Spirit will rest upon him his 
soul will be mingling with the Angels of the degree of the Sphere called Men, and will be 
transformed into another being, and will understand his own intelligence that he is not as 
he was, but that he was elevated above the degree of other wise sons of man, as it is said 
of Saul: "And thou shalt prophesy among them and thou shalt be turned into another man" 
(I Sam. 10.6).   

  
Prayer: Talmud Berachot 30b  

 םבָּלִ וּנווְּכַיְּשֶׁ ידֵכְּ ,ןילִלְּפַּתְמִוּ ,תחַאַ העָשָׁ ןיהִוֹשׁ וּיהָ םינִוֹשׁארִהָ םידִיסִחֲ .שׁאֹר דבֶוֹכּ Qוֹתּמִ אלָּאֶ ללֵּפַּתְהִלְ ןידִמְוֹע ןיאֵ
  .םיִמַשָּׁבַּשֶׁ םהֶיבִאֲלַ

 
MISHNA: One may only stand and begin to pray from an approach of gravity and 
submission. There is a tradition that the early generations of pious men would wait one 
hour, in order to reach the solemn frame of mind appropriate for prayer, and then pray, 
so that they would focus their hearts toward their Father in Heaven.  

  
Prayer:  Iggeret HaRamban – The Ramban’s Letter to His Son  

  .ָ...]ינֶוֹיעֲרַ רהֵטַוְ .אוּה Qוּרבָּ םוֹקמָּהַ ינֵפְלִ ]בְּלִ ןכֵהָוְ ,הלָּפִתְּהַ תעֵבְּ ]בְּלִמִ םלָוֹעהָ ירֵבְדִ לכָּ רסֵהַוְ
 

Remove all worldly concerns from your heart during prayer. Prepare your heart before 
God, purify your thoughts....  

 


