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We are carrying torches. / In the dark night / the paths shine beneath our feet, / and whoever has a heart / that
thirsts for light — / let him lift his eyes and his heart to us / and come along. / No miracle happened for us. / No
cruise of oil did we find. / We walked through the valley, ascended the mountain. / We discovered wellsprings of
hidden light.

We quarried in the stone until we bled: / “Let there be light!”

1) “And what glory awaits those who fight unselfishly for the cause! Therefore | believe that a wondrous
generation of Jews will spring into existence. The Maccabeans will rise again. Let me repeat once more
my opening words: The Jews who wish for a State will have it. We shall live at last as free men on our own
soil, and die peacefully in our own homes. The world will be freed by our liberty, enriched by our wealth,
magnified by our greatness. And whatever we attempt there to accomplish for our own welfare, will react
powerfully and beneficially for the good of humanity”

(Theodore Herzl: The Jewish State, 1896)



2) “[Bar-Kokhbal]....a hero who never knew defeat....[and who embodied] the Jewry that is steeled in war
and is enamoured of weapons”

(Max Nordau: Muscular Jewry, 1900)

3) Then the king's officers who were enforcing the apostasy came to the city of Modein to make them
offer sacrifice. Many from Israel came to them; and Mattathias and his sons were assembled. Then the
king's officers spoke to Mattathias as follows: "You are a leader, honored and great in this city, and
supported by sons and brothers.
Now be the first to come and do what the king commands, as all the Gentiles and the men of Judah and
those that are left in Jerusalem have done. Then you and your sons will be numbered among the friends
of the king, and you and your sons will be honored with silver and gold and many gifts." But Mattathias
answered and said in a loud voice: "Even if all the nations that live under the rule of the king obey him,
and have chosen to do his commandments, departing each one from the religion of his fathers, yet | and
my sons and my  brothers  will live by the covenant of our fathers.
Far be it from us to desert the law and the ordinances. We will not obey the king's words by turning aside
from our religion to the right hand or to the left." When he had finished speaking these words, a Jew
came forward in the sight of all to offer sacrifice upon the altar in Modein, according to the king's
command. When Mattathias saw it, be burned with zeal and his heart was stirred. He gave vent to
righteous anger; he ran and killed him upon the altar. At the same time he killed the king's officer who
was forcing them to sacrifice, and he tore down the altar. Thus he burned with zeal for the law, as
Phinehas did against Zimri the son of Salu. Then Mattathias cried out in the city with a loud voice, saying:
"Let every one who is zealous for the law and supports the covenant come out with me!"And he and his
sons fled to the hills and left all that they had in the city. When many who were seeking righteousness
and justice went down to the wilderness to dwell there.

(1 Maccabees 2:16-29)

4) “We recite [in that prayer] ....You fought...You judged...You avenged...You delivered...[but] Who brought
all these things? Who did all this? Who was the emissary of the Lord? Who was the man of battle? Where
is Judah the Maccabee who defended his brothers with his sword and his bow...? Judah the Maccabee
might as well never have existed for all his mention in this prayer!”

(Shlomo Jonas, published in Hatzvi, 1893)

5) “[those responsible were] the passive Torah bearers...who carried the name of God on their lips but
whose hearts were far from every feeling of freedom and liberty....martyrs are evoked at times of
weakness, heroes are emulated at a time of courage and action...The Hasmoneans did not make do with
prayers....The Biryonim did not expect miracles...They shed their blood for people’s freedom....Miron or
Modiin...which is stronger? Which will triumph? Which will determine the course of our current history?”

(Zerubavel, Ha-achdut, 1911)



6) “How shall we tell our children about the selfless devotion of...Hannah and her seven sons — if for the
very cause for which they were killed has no meaning in our own way of life?:”

(Berl Katznelson, 1944)

7) “[actions of Zionists who]...magnified the festival of the Maccabees and augmented their strength and
power, and this is truly a great mistake....For under natural conditions they were incapable of winning
the war, and [they were victorious]only because they were completely just men and sought with selfless
devotion to save our sacred religion”

(un-named Zionist Rabbi, 1903 quoted in Parallels Meet)

8) “In the days of the Hasmoneans, the banner of the revolt was raised expressly by Torah followers, and
they risked their lives for the liberation of the land and of the Jewish spirit. Today, we face a similar war,
a war for the redemption of our land and a war for the liberation of the Jewish spirit from the alien
cultures that we have absorbed”

(Rabbi Yeshayahu Shapira, Hapoel-Hamizrachi leader, Hatzofe, 1939)

9) Early in the morning on the twenty-fifth day of the ninth month, which is the month of Kislev, in the
one hundred forty-eighth year, they rose and offered sacrifice, as the law directs, on the new altar of the
burn offering that they had built. At the very season and on the very day that the Gentiles had profaned
it, it was dedicated with songs and harps and lutes and cymbals... So they celebrated the dedication of the
altar for eight days, and joyfully offered burnt offerings... Then Judas and his brothers and all the assembly
of Israel determined that every year at that season the days of dedication of the altar should be observed
with joy and gladness for eight days, beginning with the twenty-fifth day of the month of Kislev.

( 1 Maccabees 4:52-59)

10) It happened that on the same day on which the sanctuary had been profaned by the foreigners, the
purification of the sanctuary took place, that is, on the twenty-fifth day of the same month, which was
Kislev. They celebrated it for eight days with rejoicing....therefore, carrying ivy-wreathed wands and
beautiful branches and also fronds of palm, they offered hymns of thanksgiving to him who had given
success to the purifying of his own holy place. They decreed by public edict, ratified by vote, that the
whole nation of the Jews should observe these days every year.|

(2 Maccabees 10:5-9)

11) Now Judas celebrated the festival of the restoration of the sacrifices of the temple for eight days; and
omitted no sort of pleasures thereon: but he feasted them upon very rich and splendid sacrifices; and he
honored God, and delighted them, by hymns and psalms. Nay, they were so very glad at the revival of
their customs, when after a long time of intermission, they unexpectedly had regained the freedom of
their worship, that they made it a law for their posterity, that they should keep a festival, on account of
the restoration of their temple worship, for eight days. And from that time to this we celebrate this



festival, and call it Lights. | suppose the reason was, because this liberty beyond our hopes appeared to
us; and that thence was the name given to that festival

(Antiquities of the Jews 12.7.323-326)

N”Y N> naw “vaa (12

72 NIYNAY ROTY 112 79017 RDT NIOK X210 7191177 °A1 197002 17752 13127 1107 7910 OR1
1AW W TR T RIR IRIA KDY PT2 DTN ORIAWT D32 MY T123WIT 9772 DI 9 IR0 72777 0711 10101WOW
DWIP NINR TIWD 2020 A1 1R P00 T 01 12 WY1 TR O P92 ROR 12 7307 K91 9173 170 D vanmina nnn 7w

JIRTIT 22772 002 21 DIRWYY
What is Hanukkah? For our Rabbis taught: On the twenty-fifth of Kislev [commence] the days of Hanukkah,
which are eight on which a lamentation for the dead and fasting are forbidden. For when the Greeks
entered the Sanctuary, they defiled all the oils therein, and when the Hasmonean dynasty prevailed
against and defeated them, they made search and found only one cruse of oil which lay with the seal of
the High Priest, but which contained sufficient for one day’s lighting only; yet a miracle was wrought
therein and they lit [the lamp] therewith for eight days. The following year these [days] were appointed a
Festival with [the recital of] Hallel and thanksgiving.
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17) For in fact, when our forefathers were led into the land of Persia, the devout priests at that time took
some of the fire from the altar and secretly hid it in a hollow of a waterless cistern, which they secured so
that the spot would be unknown to all. (20) After a suitable number of years had elapsed, when it was
decreed by God, Nehemiah, commissioned by the king of the land of Persia, sent the descendants of the
priests who had been involved in the concealment to retrieve the fire. When they explained that truly
they did not find fire but a viscous liquid, he commanded them to draw [some] and bring [it]. (21) When
[the liquid] was brought, Nehemiah commanded the priests to sprinkle the materials on the sacrifices,
both the pieces of wood and what was set thereon. (22) When this was done and time passed and the
sun, earlier clouded, shone forth, a great fire was lit so that everyone marveled. (23) As the sacrifice was
being consumed, the priests prayed, both the priests and everyone. ... (31) Just as the elements of the
sacrifice were consumed, Nehemiah commanded [them] to pour the leftover liquid [upon] rather large
stones. (32) When this was done, a flame was lit up, for when the light from the altar shone opposite, [the
liquid] was used up. ... (36) Those around Nehemiah named this liquid nephthar, which is interpreted
“purification.” It is commonly called nephthai.5

(2 Macc. 1:18-23, 31-32, 36)
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