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SHABBAT PARSHAT YITRO

22 SHVAT 5760   ---   28-29 January '00

HALACHIC TIMES FOR JERUSALEM

Correct for TT 403. Ranges are THU to THU, 20-27 Shvat (Jan.27-Feb.3)

Candle lighting - 4:34pm

Havdala - 5:50pm (Rabbeinu Tam - 6:27pm)

Earliest Shacharit • 5:31-5:27

Sunrise • 6:31-6:27am (6:36-6:32am)

Sof Z'man Kri'at Sh'ma • 9:11-9:10am (8:25-8:24am)

Sof Z'man Shacharit • 10:05-10:04m (9:34-9:33am)

Chatzot (halachic noon) • 11:52-11:53am

Mincha Gedola (earliest Mincha) • 12:22-12:23pm

Plag Mincha • 4:06-4:11pm

Sunset • 5:13-5:19pm (5:08-5:14pm)

WORD OF THE MONTH

A weekly feature of Torah Tidbits to help clarify practical and conceptual aspects of the Jewish Calendar, thereby better fulfilling the mitzva of HaChodesh HaZeh Lachem...

The time for Kiddush L'vana for this month is long past, and NEXT week is Shabbat M'vorchim (and Machar Chodesh). This is that (approx.) one Shabbat a month that doesn't have the "standard" comments and reminders that usually find there way into this column. So here are responses to some TT-reader comments.

More than one reader expressed surprise that there was no mention of the lunar eclipse of last Thursday night (actually, it was early, early Friday morning). Embarrassed to say, I let that one slip by. Turns out that nothing was visible (from Jerusalem, at least) because of clouds. We were scheduled to see the first part of the eclipse before dawn, and then lose it in progress with the rising of the sun.

On another note, some people have been asking about VA'ANEINU, the addition to the Amida for lack of rain. There seems to be a consensus that we stop saying it. This does not mean that we have yet received enough rain this year, but we have had enough not to consider the situation "a lack of rain". May we continue to get more beneficial rain during the remainder of the rainy season.

Read a/the Good Book Lately?

Some people (but definitely not all) can read a book and become part of the characters and action of which they are reading. They use their imaginations to bring the story alive, and make it personal. The story becomes more real to them; they can identify with what is happening. This ability will make reading more interesting and exciting for some readers, but that's about all. Not so when it comes to THE BOOK. Or as Tevye was fond of saying - the Good Book.

When it comes to the Chumash, we cannot read it the way we read any other book. It is not a collection of Once-upon-a-time stories - it is our collective Jewish experience. At the Seder table, we read in the Hagada that in every generation, a person must see himself as if he came out of Egypt. We make a point of saying that G-d took US out of Egypt; because of this, G-d did to ME..., Had G-d not taken US out, etc. And we castigate the "wicked" child for not speaking in first person.

In this week's Torah reading, we have the events that took place 6 and 7 weeks after leaving Egypt. In the third month to the exit of Bnei Yisrael from Egypt, on THIS day, they came to Midbar Sinai. Rashi's famous comment: On THIS day? If you are telling a story that happened more than 3300 years ago, you say, On THAT day. From here we learn that the experience at Sinai should be fresh in our eyes as if it happened today.

We are not just reading about distant ancestors who had an unbelievable sense of unity - like one person with one heart - we must be those same people. We must try to recapture that original sense of common purpose and common bind that is vital to the survival and quality of life of the Jewish People. We must rededicate ourselves to Torah and a commitment to G-d and His mitzvot, His traits, and His ways.

This can't happen it we just read the Book, if we just listen to it being read every Shabbat, Chag, and Monday & Thursday. Our learning of Torah must lead to our aspirations to be as hospitable as Avraham and Sara, as tenaciously faithful as Yosef HaTzadik, as enthusiastic in the pursuit of peace and harmony among us as Aharon HaKohen was, as protective of G-d's honor as Pinchas was. We must live the Torah, not just read it. This is/was the commitment of Naaseh V'Nishma.

Sedra-Stats

17th of 54 sedras; 5th of 11 in Sh'mot

15 Parshiyot; 5 open, 10 closed

75 p'sukim - ranks 47th (that means that only 7 sedras are shorter)

Many Chumashim print the pasuk-count right after the last word of the sedra. In Yitro's case, the number is AYIN-BET or 72 p'sukim. The discrepancy is due to different ways of counting the Aseret HaDibrot. The Aseret HaDibrot consists of 13 p'sukim. However, when they are read as Statements, rather than p'sukim, there are only 10. Similarly, the Aseret HaDibrot is comprised of 10 parshiot. That's probably where the other 3 p'sukim went.

1105 words, 4022 letters - ranks 46th

Yitro is the smallest sedra in Sh'mot in p'sukim, words, and letters

Mitzvot: Yitro contains 17 of the 613 mitzvot 3 positive and 14 prohibitions (14 of 17 are within the Aseret HaDibrot)

Aliya-by-Aliya Sedra Summary

[Numbers in square brackets] are the mitzva-count of Sefer HaChinuch

Kohen - First Aliya - 12 p'sukim - 18:1-12

Yitro, Moshe's father-in-law, hears "all that has happened" to the Children of Israel and comes to Moshe with Tzipora and Moshe's two sons, Gershom and Eliezer. Moshe, Aharon, and the Elders welcome Yitro with great honor. Yitro praises G-d for all that He has done for the People.

[SDT] The straight reading of this portion indicates that Yitro heard about the Crossing of the Sea and of the battle with Amalek. These are the events recorded in the previous sedra. Other commentaries point to certain textual references about Sinai and are of the opinion that Yitro came after Matan Torah, sometime during the almost a year that the People remained camped near Mt. Sinai. If the latter opinion is correct, then we have an example of "there is no set order in the Torah's account of what happen(ed/s)". And we can add the events of Sinai revelation to the list of what Yitro "heard and came".

[SDT] The Torah says that Yitro heard things, came to join the People (to convert to Judaism), and then Moshe proceeds to tell Yitro all that has occurred. Did not the Torah just tell us that he heard things before? Did Moshe just repeat that which Yitro had already heard? Of course, hearing the stories from Moshe Rabeinu directly must certainly be better than catching the reports on CNN. Rabbi Sholom Gold suggests another reason. Our sources say that Yitro came to the People of Israel, not just for a family visit, but to convert to Judaism. If his main incentives for coming were hearing of the wonders of the Exodus, the Splitting of the Sea, and Matan Torah, then his interest in converting might be suspect. Moshe tells Yitro ALL that has happened AND all the travail, the problems that had befallen the fledgling nation. About the thirst and the hunger, the uncertainty. Only after hearing of how "tough it is to be a Jew", would Yitro be able to be accepted into the nation by Moshe. And so it was. Yitro knew it all and still wanted to be part of the Jewish People. On those terms, we are willing to accept converts.

[SDT] Yitro's reaction upon hearing all that Moshe has told him is to say BARUCH HASHEM. The Gemara in Brachot says that we derive the obligation to say a bracha for a miracle from Yitro. The Gemara in Sanhedrin says that it is not a compliment to Moshe and the multitude who came out of Egypt, that they did not say Baruch HaShem "until Yitro came and said it". (The Torah T'mima says that AZ YASHIR was not a bracha but "only" a song of  praise.)

Levi - Second Aliya -11 p'sukim - 18:13-23

On the following day, Yitro observes Moshe judging the People from morning until night. He offers suggestions for a more efficient system. Moshe should teach the People what G-d requires of them, and he should also handle the most difficult questions and disputes. But the bulk of the daily judging should be assigned to qualified individuals who will be in charge of groups of ten, fifty, a hundred, and a thousand people. Yitro explains that this new system will not only make things easier for Moshe, but the people too will be benefited.

(This portion of the sedra definitely seems to have occurred after Matan Torah, even if you want to say that Yitro's original arrival was before.)

[SDT] "On the following day..." The plain meaning would be, on the day following Yitro's arrival. Rashi, however, quotes the Midrash in saying that the day was the morrow of Yom Kippur, that first Yom Kippur when Moshe came down from the mountain with the second tablets.

[Here's a thought] In the big picture, we see that Parshat Yitro with the main description of Matan Torah precedes Mishpatim with its mundane, everyday, down-to-earth laws. Yet at the beginning of Yitro, we find this out-of-sequence portion of the Mishpatim idea. And at the end of Mishpatim, we have the rest of the story of Sinai. So which really comes first - the lofty, spiritual dimensions of Judaism, or everyday life. We can (and should) look at it both ways.

[Point to Ponder] However you look at the first part of the sedra, the story of Yitro seems to be an interruption between the events of the Exodus and the Splitting of the Sea on the one hand, and Matan Torah on the other.

The mood set by Va'eira, Bo, and B'shalach seems to be broken by the mundane concerns of day to day life in the camp and a father-in-law's advice to his son-in-law. What is Yitro doing here?

If you say, this is where it happened, maybe. But it seems as if the Yitro-episode happened after Matan Torah. This greatly strengthens the question:

What is Yitro doing here?

Perhaps the Torah is telling us how to relive the experience of Matan Torah in our own lives. Its suggestion is "be like a convert". Take a fresh view of Jewish life. Marvel at all the things that G-d has done for Bnei Yisrael. Don't take things for granted. Approach your Judaism like Yitro did. Even if you are a Jew by birth, work on being a Jew by choice.

G-d put the dramatic stories of the birth of the nation on hold, to let us take a close look at someone who doesn't have the Mountain poised above his head. Matan Torah was the mass conversion of a family-based group that is attaining nationhood. But the individual still counts. This we can learn from Yitro, the individual.

Shlishi - Third Aliya - 4 p'sukim - 18:24-27

Moshe accepts Yitro's suggestions and selects the judges. Commentaries point out that the actual qualifications of the judges that Moshe selected were more "modest" than Yitro had recommended. In theory, the very highest caliber person should be sought after as judge. In reality, we often have to settle for the best we can find in our society.

Moshe sends Yitro off on his journey to Midyan (to convert his family - Rashi).

Here's another thought... Assuming that the portion of Yitro's suggestion concerning the system of judges to help Moshe more efficiently teach and judge the people actually happened after Matan Torah (which seems most likely), why does the Torah present it to us out of chronological sequence? Perhaps it is to emphasize to us the role that teaching and justice play as the foundation of our society, upon which the structure of a Torah way of life is able to firmly be built. Without a smooth-running system for everyday life as a society, the Torah would not be able to be properly kept. Mitzvot cannot survive in a vacuum.

R'VI'I - 4th Aliya - 6 p'sukim - 19:1-6

Here begins the Torah reading for Shavuot morning. The Torah now returns to the sequence of Y'tzi'at Mitzrayim to Matan Torah. On Rosh Chodesh Sivan (six weeks after leaving Egypt) the Children of Israel arrive at Sinai.

[SDT] The following two observations are famous, but bear repeating:

In the third month following the Exodus, on THIS day, they (the Children of Israel) arrived at the Sinai Wilderness. Why THIS day; THAT day is how you tell a story.

The Torah is not a "once-upon-a-time-a-long-time-ago story book. The Torah is a living guide for our lives, to be constantly rediscovered and relived. Every day, each Jew should imagine him/herself at Sinai receiving the Torah anew. Today we have come out of Egyptian bondage; today we stand at the foot of Mt. Sinai eagerly awaiting the Divine Revelation and today we commit ourselves to G-d and all that He asks of us.

Some say that the custom that some people follow of standing for Torah reading is based on this idea. Just as the People stood at Sinai, so too do we experience anew "the standing at Har Sinai" each time we hear the words of the Torah being read to us.

More significantly, the words of Torah which we learn and live should never become stale. They should be in our eyes as if TODAY we have received them. We should learn Torah and do mitzvot with the freshness and enthusiasm of a first-time experience. This too fits well with the "Yitro model". The challenge: Be a true Torah Jew all your life, for as many years as G-d gives you, but have an enthusiasm that is more common among converts and Baalei T'shuva.

And the other point...

...THEY came to Sinai Wilderness. And THEY traveled from R'fidim and THEY came to Midbar Sinai, and THEY camped in the wilderness, and HE (singular), Israel, camped there opposite the Mountain. There was a level of national unity of purpose that was attained at Sinai that produced a people that was like "one person with one heart". Perhaps that level of unity has never been achieved since then; perhaps it is not possible to ever reach it again. Nonetheless, it serves as an ideal and goal of our Jewish Life and a challenge to repair the rifts in our society. This pre-Torah Sinai experience was something in and of itself, almost independent of Matan Torah that was to follow.

This can be seen in the Dayeinu song of the Haggada - Even if You had brought us near Har Sinai, but not have given us the Torah - Dayeinu, there is sufficient cause for us to thank You. If coming to Mt. Sinai were just to bring us to the place where we would receive the Torah, then the line from Dayeinu would make no sense. But if there was intrinsic value in the experience of camping at the foot of the Mountain - and there was - then there truly is a cause to acknowledge G-d for the experience of MA'AMAD HAR SINAI even without the subsequent MATAN TORAH.

Chamishi - fifth Aliya - 13 p'sukim - 19:7-19

Moshe presents G-d's words to the Elders (and the People), who answer with a resounding "All that G-d says we will do". Moshe then tells the people to prepare for three days to receive the Torah. During this time, the mountain was off-limits. On the morning of the third day, the People gather at the foot of the mountain to the accompaniment of the supernatural sounds and sights of the Shofar, thunder, lightning, and smoke. G-d will speak to Moshe in such a manner that the People will be witness to this direct communication. When Moshe will speak, G-d will answer with a "voice" (and not just via a prophetic vision or spiritual telepathy).

[SDT] G-d tells Moshe that the People should "sanctify themselves today AND tomorrow". It is relatively easy to sanctify oneself on the day of the great miraculous events of Matan Torah. The challenge to each of us is to sanctify ourselves on the many tomorrows that follow. The days after the wondrous events, the magnificent spiritual experiences. The days when our lives return to "normal". This is what being Jewish is about. We sanctify the mundane. Therefore, there really is nothing that is mundane for us.

Shishi - sixth Aliya - 20 p'sukim - 19:20-20:14

G-d descends onto Har Sinai (so to speak) and calls to Moshe to join Him. G-d tells Moshe to repeat the warning against approaching the mountain. Moshe then goes down to the people to tell them G-d's words.

What follows is/are the Aseret HaDibrot, the Ten Commandments. They are comprised of 13 p'sukim which contain 14 mitzvot out of the Torah's 613. The Aseret HaDibrot can be viewed as both specific mitzvot as well as "chapter headings" for many of the Torah's mitzvot (e.g. LO TIGNOV is specifically the prohibition of kidnapping, and generally, the category of all prohibitions related to stealing - robbing, burglary, cheating in business, pressuring someone into selling you something that he doesn't really want to sell, moving a boundary marker... and others).

MITZVA WATCH

The first commandment sounds like a statement by G-d, but is viewed by Rambam, Chinuch, and others as a mitzva to believe in G-d [25]. It is as if the Torah had said: "Thou shalt believe in G-d". Interestingly, a partner mitzva of this one - the mitzva to believe in G-d's Unity, is also a statement: "...HaShem Echod". Following Rambam's approach, this premier mitzva of the Torah requires us to believe in G-d, to work on that belief by strengthening it and eliminating any doubts that we might have. The mitzva is a full-time, dynamic challenge to continually improve the quality of our belief. (Others see it as an intro to "There shall be no other gods...")

The second commandment contains several prohibitions related to idolatry. Specifically, not to believe in other gods [26] (this mitzva includes the prohibition of having no belief - atheism), not making idols [27], nor bowing to them (even without believing) [28], nor worshipping idols in any manner [29]. Note that this commandment deals with thought and with action.

The third commandment prohibits swearing in vain [30]. This is defined as (1) swearing to the truth of something that is obviously true and well-known - that the Sun is hot; (2) to swear in denial of an obvious truth - that the Moon is made of cheese (interestingly, to swear that the Moon is made of cheese is not considered a false oath nor a lie, since everyone knows that the Moon is not cheese. Only when the truth of a matter is unknown do we use the term lie and false oath. A vain oath is just as serious as a false one, so this distinction is largely academic.); (3) to swear to violate the Torah - that one will eat pork. Such an oath is immediately void since we are considered to have taken a prior oath (at Sinai) to not eat pork. Hence, the oath is in vain and a disrespectful and potentially harmful use of G-d's name; (4) to swear to do something that is impossible - to stay awake for a full week. The common denominator of these types of vain oaths is that they all "cheapen" the use of G-d's name and threaten the smooth functioning of society which often must rely on the seriousness of a real oath.

Commandment #4 deals with Shabbat and contains the positive mitzva to remember the Shabbat with Kiddush [31], and the prohibition of all manner of M'lacha, specific types of creative activities [32]. The mitzva of ZACHOR includes Kiddush as Shabbat enters, and Havdala as Shabbat leaves. The prohibitions of M'lacha are divided into 39 categories, each of which contains other related activities, usually with the same goal. For example, PLANTING is one of the 39 categories; watering, pruning, and fertilizing all help the growth of plants and are considered TOLADOT of PLANTING.

The fifth commandment is to honor one's parents [33]. Grandparents, in-laws, older (or possibly oldest) siblings, and teachers are included (with differences). Honor of parents is usually considered to refer to that which one does for one's parents, as opposed to reverence (fear) of parents which include that which should not be done because it would be disrespectful.

The second Tablet contains the prohibitions of Murder [34], Adultery [35], Kidnapping [36], False testimony [37], and Coveting [38]. (Alas, we were hit with the out-of-space problem. Maybe next year, IY"H, we'll start with 6-10.) 

SH'VI'I - Seventh Aliya - 9 p'sukim - 20:15-23

The People are awe-struck by the supernatural phenomena and keep their distance. They ask Moshe to tell them what G-d wants rather than hearing His Voice directly. Some commentators say that this request came after the first two statements, "I Am..." and "There shall be no other...". Others suggest that G-d "spoke" all "Ten Sayings" first in an incomprehensible manner and then began "spelling them out" one at a time. After the second statement, the People panicked and requested that Moshe tell them what G-d wants, so that they would not hear "G-d's voice" directly. G-d agreed, so to speak, on the condition that we listen to the word of the prophet, with Moshe as the "chief" among the prophets, and his prophecy - the Torah - having the highest authority.

G-d tells Moshe to remind the People that they heard G-d speak; that they shall make no graven human images (even for art) [39]; they shall make an altar and offer sacrifices upon it; if the altar be made of stone, its stone shall not be cut with metal tools [40]. Metal implements represent the sword, which shortens life; the Altar represents the lengthening of life. From this rule comes the custom to remove or cover the bread-knife during Birkat HaMazon, since our table is likened to the Altar. (Some authorities say that this minhag applies only during the week, not on Shabbat.) The Altar may not be approached with immodest steps [41]but rather via its ramp.

Haftara - 21 p'sukim - Yeshayahu 6:1-7:6, 9:5-6

Parallel to the Torah's account of the awesome experience at Sinai, this passage from Yeshayahu describes his first awe-inspiring vision of angels proclaiming Kadosh, Kadosh, Kadosh. Both sedra and haftara present us with "visions" of G-d's awe, majesty, and holiness.

PARSHA-PIX

The ear is AND YITRO HEARD... as well as our hearing at Sinai. Yitro said B"H. He made important suggestions concerning justice (the scales). MCLX are Roman numerals for the groups of 1000, 100, 50, and 10, as Yitro suggested. "Like one person with one heart." The Kiddush cup is for ZACHOR; the negation circle over plowing is for the prohibition of Melacha. The walking Shofar is a play on words. And the prohibition of ascending the Mizbei'ach with steps.

Special mention to Zvi Stone (again) and Nisan-Baruch Leibowitz and parents for finding the puzzle last week and solving it.

If it is to be all apples and alert alligators...

I cannot tell you how good it made me feel that someone got this puzzle. 

The puzzle sentence is made up of two different things - 

Five 2-letter words in a row and 5 words in a row that begin with an A.

Both of these "word oddities" appear in B'shalach. At the end of the sedra are the words KI YAD AL KEIS KAH, five 2-letter words in a row. And the sequence of AMAR OYEIV ERDOF ASIG ACHALEIK shalal, is 5 words all beginning with an ALEF.

Zvi, be in touch about getting the two CD's that are due you. Same for your CD, Nisan-Baruch.

Torah Tidbits Audio on Arutz-7

One of the riddles on last week's show was: Although tonight (last Thursday) is the last opportunity of Kiddush L'vana this month, what element of K.L. will continue into this Shabbat? IWC of BB suggested TOVIM M'OROT, said at the end of K.L. and on Shabbat morning in KEIL ADON. SZN of ?? mentioned SHALOM ALEICHEM, common to both K.L. and Leil Shabbat. The "correct" answer was an element of K.L. that is read in the Torah portion of Shabbat Shira (as well as being said every day. TIPOL ALEIHEM EIMATA VAFACHAD...

B"H Yom Yom from Day by Day in Jewish History by Rabbi Abraham P. Bloch z"l

[20 Shvat] Birth of Asher b. Yaakov. First printed edition of Tzror HaMor, commentary on Chumash by Rabbi Avraham Sebag, 1523. (Very often, among the entries in Day by Day, Rabbi Bloch z"l includes dates of first publication of various texts. Usually, the entry "just" helps us get a picture of the proliferation of Jewish writing from the beginning of the era of the printed page. For this entry, however, Rabbi Bloch z"l attaches a historical vignette of Rabbi Sebag's life. Expelled from Spain in 1492, he made the unfortunate choice of places to flee to - Portugal. Their he was persecuted, his two sons were forcibly baptized and taken from him. He buried his manuscripts to save them from confiscation and destruction. After release from prison, he made his way to Africa where he managed to rewrite his works. Try to imagine the sacrifices made in order to keep the Chain of Tradition alive and well. These are Giborei Yisrael, no less than Yehuda HaMacabi.)Jewish doctors of Galicia were allowed to attend Christian patients, 1782.

[January 27] Earliest authorization for the establishment of a university (including medical and juridical departments) under Jewish auspices (sort of an early version of Yeshiva University), Sicily, 1466. Public execution of nine Damascus Jews, 1969.

[21 Shvat] Oliver Cromwell granted the right of residence in England to a Jew (one Luis Carvajal), 1657. (Some historians say that this is the earliest official British act of tolerance in favor of the Jews. [One wonders if this is supposed to be a source of pride.] They continue to explain that the attitude of tolerance explains Jewish settlement in the British colonies of America and other places in the British Empire.) Jewish homes on the outskirts of Warsaw, in a settlement known as "New Jerusalem", were demolished and the Jews of Warsaw were expelled, 1775.

[January 28] Israel was recognized (diplomatically) by Australia, Belgium, Chile, Great Britain, Holland, Luxembourg, and New Zealand. (If we say that the U.N. vote to partition Palestine in November '47 was in a certain way "permission" from the world to re-establish a Jewish State, then the recognition of many countries since the establishment of the State is also part of that process.] French National Assembly granted full and equal citizenship to the Portuguese and Avignonese Jews, 1790 and to the Jews of Alsace, 1791. France was the first European country to pass such liberal legislation.

[22 Shvat] Caius Caligua was assassinated, 41 c.e. The day was observed as a holiday, since his decree to put pagan images in the Beit HaMikdash was voided upon his death. Yahrzeit of Rabbi Menachem Mendel of Kotzk, 1859. 

[Of the many statements attributed to the Kotzker Rebbe, here's a personal favorite. He was asked about the traditional yearly greeting of Shana Tova U'Metuka, have a good AND SWEET year - is not Good Year enough; what does SWEET add? The Kotzker explained that everything that G-d does is GOOD. Sometimes, from our perspective, we agree that what is happening is GOOD in our eyes too. But sometimes, from our finite, limited, human perspective, we cannot see the good in something that has happened. To us it seems bad. And we certainly don't wish these kind of things upon others whom we like, or upon ourselves. What we bless each other with, is that the year should be good, and that we should see it that way too. That it should be sweet for us.]

Nazis raided the Jewish community of Amsterdam and seized 429 young Jews for deportation, 1941.

[January 29] Ezikiel Hart, first Jew to be elected to the Canadian Parliament, was denied his seat, 1808, because he refused to take Christian oath of office. (This is one of MANY examples that the "religious freedom" of the New World was not meant to include Jews; the idea was that Christians of one sect should not be persecuted by other Christians.)

[23 Shvat] The Israelites assembled to wage war against the Tribe of Binyamin (as noted in Sho'f'tim 20:1). Jews of Silesia were ordered to wear a special cap in public, 1267. Polish Jews were barred from using public transportation by the Nazis, 1941. First transport of Jews to concentration camps, 1941.

[January 30] Massacre of the Jews of Freiberg, Germany, in the Black Death riots, 1349. Adolph Hitler was appointed chancellor of Germany, 1930. Society for Youth Aliya was established in Berlin, 1930. (It transported to Israel over 115,000 children from 12-16.) Hitler announced, in his annual speech, 1939, his intention to exterminate the Jewish people in the event of a war in Europe.

[24 Shvat] The prophet Zechariya predicted the restoration of Zion and encouraged the resumption of the building of the Beit haMikdash. Decree by the Duke that no Jews should be deprived of the right of residence in Stuttgart, Germany, 1779.

[January 31] Nothing from Day-by-Day, so here's a world item: Explorer I launched and the Van Allen Belt discovered, 1958.

[25 Shvat] The French gov't gave financial support to Jewish institutions on a par with Christian institutions, 1831. Yahrzeit of Rabbi Yisrael Salanter, 1883, dynamic leader of the Mussar Movement, which came about to fight against the inroads of assimilation in Europe. First ship with "illegal" immigrants broke through the British blockade, 1934.

[February 1] First time a rabbi gave the invocation at a session of the U.S. Congress, 1860. The Palestine Post building in Jerusalem was bombed, 1948, resulting in the loss of many lives. Khomeini takes over Iran, 1979.

[26 Shvat] Yahrzeit of the TAZ, author of the popular commentary on Shulchan Aruch, 1667.

[February 2] The surrender of the German army in Stalingrad, 1943, marked a significant turning point in World War II.

[27 Shvat] Joseph Sanalbo, a convert to Judaism, was burned at the stake in Rome, 1583.

[February 3] King of Sicily invited the Jews to return, 1740. Russian gov't ordered the closing of the yeshiva in Volozhin, 1892.

MEANING IN MITZVOT by Rabbi Asher Meir

Each week we discuss one familiar halakhic practice and try to  show its beauty and meaning. The columns are based on the commentary "Meaning in Mitzvot" on the Kitzur Shulchan Arukh, which is serialized on Yeshivat Har Etzion's "Virtual Beit Midrash", www.vbm-torah.org. Subscribers are currently learning about Shabbat.

TIMES OF DAY ON SHABBAT

Our parsha does not say when Mattan Torah was, but the gemara reveals that it took place on Shabbat. (Shabbat 86b.) This timing has an important message. By giving the Torah on Shabbat, a day when mundane practical pursuits are suspended, HaShem let us know that it is not a "weekday Torah" - a Torah which merely helps regulate everyday life. Rather, the Torah is transcendental, binding us to higher, spiritual worlds and ultimately to HaShem.

There is also an important educational message for the individual. It hints that separation from practical concerns is a prerequisite for receiving Torah. A person who is caught up in workaday matters, however important they may be, will never attain the peace of mind needed to grasp Torah.

The timing of Mattan Torah on Shabbat also has an interesting halachic expression.

On weekdays and Yom Tov, the wording of the Amida is basically the same for Shacharit, Mincha and Maariv. But on Shabbat each prayer has its own blessing: At Maariv we begin "You sanctified the seventh day in Your name, the culmination of the creation of heaven and earth." At Shacharit we say "Moshe rejoiced in his portion". And at Mincha we say "You are One and Your name is One; and who is like Your people Israel one people on earth?"

The Tur (OC 292) explains that these three wordings correspond to three different Shabbatot:

The Maariv blessing, which refers to the creation of the world, corresponds to "Shabbat Bereshit" - the seventh day of creation, when HaShem rested.

The Shacharit blessing, which refers to Moshe receiving the Torah, corresponds to Shabbat Matan Torah. (Shabbat 86b.)

And the Mincha blessing, which refers to perfect unity, corresponds to the Shabbat of the future, the "day which is all Shabbat" - the future perfect world which will follow the complete redemption.

This beautiful explanation can also give us insight into some other halachic differences among the times of day on Shabbat.

For instance, most communities make an additional distinction among the prayers. At Maariv, Shabbat is referred to in the feminine: "vayanuchu vah". At Shacharit, we use the masculine: "vayanuchu vo". And at Mincha, the plural: "vayunuchu vam".

This fits in with the Tur's explanation. The Shabbat of creation omission - creation took place on the first six days but not on the seventh. This corresponds to the feminine gender, which often symbolizes passivity. Whereas Shabbat Mattan Torah was marked by something active - the giving of the Torah. This corresponds to the masculine gender. And the Shabbat of the future, when God's unity will be realized, will synthesize both aspects.

Some other examples: The commandment from our parsha to remember the Shabbat (zakhor) is primarily fulfilled by Friday night kiddush. (Berakhot 20b.) Remembrance relates to the past and is mainly fulfilled at night, which the Tur connects to the Shabbat of the distant past. The main Torah reading is in the morning, which corresponds to the Shabbat of the giving of the Torah. And the mitzva of "oneg Shabbat", the Shabbat enjoyment which saves us from the travails preceding the Messianic age (Shabbat 118a) is exemplified by the third, extra Shabbat meal which is eaten in the afternoon, corresponding to the Shabbat of the future.

Rabbi Asher Meir is in the process of writing a monumental companion to Kitzur Shulchan Aruch which beautifully presents the meanings in our mitzvot and halacha. Rabbi Meir - who had given a series on Business Halacha at the Center, is currently giving a series on Tuesday mornings on the Meaning in Mitzvot.

THE JERUSALEM INSTITUTE OF JEWISH LAW

Rabbi Emanuel Quint, Dean

Lesson #25: The Minimum Monetary Jurisdiction of the Beth Din

There is no maximum monetary amount limiting the jurisdiction of the Beth Din.

As to the minimum amount, a Beth Din will not be convened, nor will it compel a defendant to appear in Beth Din unless the required minimum monetary amount, the equivalent of a perutah, is in controversy. A perutah was the coin of the smallest value in Talmudic times. In terms of value, a perutah is the equivalent of one half grain of barley in pure silver.

The teaching that the minimum jurisdiction of Beth Din is a perutah is found in a Baraitha in Baba Metzia (55a). Levi, a teacher of the Baraitha, lists five laws where the minimum requirement is a perutah and one of them is the jurisdiction of the Beth Din. The Talmud shows that if at the time the trial commenced, the minimum jurisdictional requirement of a perutah was present, then the trial must be continued even if the claim has been reduced to less than a perutah. This can occur if the plaintiff suffers from a lack of proof or defendant makes an admission for the reduced amount. Once the Beth Din has jurisdiction because the original claim was for a perutah, it retains jurisdiction to judge other claims of the plaintiff that are for less than a perutah. This is the view of Rambam. Asheri, however, holds that if the plaintiff's claim falls below a perutah at any time during the trial, the Beth Din loses jurisdiction over the case.

In a case before Beth Din, the party who brings the first claim is the plaintiff and the party being sued is the defendant. Assume that Reuven is the plaintiff and Shimon is the defendant. Reuven commences a case in Beth Din against Shimon for at least a perutah. Shimon has a claim against Reuven. Shimon may start a new case against Reuven or he may counter sue Reuven in the same case that Reuven started. If Shimon does the latter, his claim is designated as a counterclaim against the plaintiff Reuven. Since Beth Din already has jurisdiction over both Reuven the plaintiff in the case and Shimon the defendant in the case, it has jurisdiction over Shimon's counterclaim. This is true even if Shimon's counterclaim is for less than a perutah. Bach comments that a counterclaim for less than a perutah may be entertained by the Beth Din even after judgment has been rendered in favor of plaintiff on his cause of action, since the counterclaim will reduce the amount of the judgment rendered in favor of Reuven.

Piskai Teshuva raises an interesting question. Two partners, each of whom has a claim against the defendant for half a perutah. May they join their claims to add up to a perutah and give Beth Din jurisdiction over their claims? Aruch haShulhan writes that if their claims involve partnership business, then the causes of action may be joined to render the requisite jurisdiction. However, if their claims do not involve partnership business, they may not combine their claims to meet the perutah requirement. The converse also holds true. That is, if the plaintiff has claims against two persons each for half a perutah he may sue them both and he now has a claim for a perutah. This despite of the fact that both defendants are not partners. Although these laws seem inconsistent with he view of Aruch haSulhan stated above, both are the current status of the law.

Netivoth observes that, although a Beth Din may not judge a case in which the amount sued for is less than a perutah, nevertheless, if the Beth Din did judge the case, then its legal proceedings have legal consequences even though its judgment is void and unenforceable. Namely, all testimony, including admissions and confessions made at the trial are binding on the parties. In addition, a person who perjured himself at the trial acquires the legal status of a perjurer and thereby affects his credibility to the same extent as if he had perjured himself at a trail where the requisite monetary amount was present.

The foregoing discussion raises fundamental question. Since the amount involved is so small, why should Jewish law devote so much effort to what appears to be an almost hypothetical subject?

The answer is that the topic highlights one of he most important concepts of the Jewish legal system, that a Beth Din must devote its utmost attention to even the smallest detail. A Beth Din should not think that only a major claim merits its full expenditure of time and effort and that it may superficially dispose of small claims. For as the Torah states, "You shall hear the small and the great alike." (Deuteronomy 1:17) As explained in the Talmud (Sanhedrin 8a) this verse contains two important admonitions. First, a lawsuit that seeks a relatively small money judgment should be given the same degree of consideration and investigation as a lawsuit that seeks a large amount of money. In addition, it also teaches that a smaller case must be given priority if it arose first.

Every judge who judges a case with complete fairness even for a single hour is credited as though he had become a partner to the Holy One, Blessed Be He, in the work of creation. (Shabbat 10a)

The topic of the monetary jurisdiction of the Beth Din is discussed at length in chapter six of A Restatement of Rabbinic Civil Law published by Jason Aronson 

Address comments to quint@inter.net.il

For Your Information...

These are the topics dealt with in the Choshen Mishpat section of Shulchan Aruch (section numbers are in parentheses). LAWS OF...

Judges (1-27); Testimony (28-38); Claims (75-96); Collection of Loans (97-106); Collection of Debts (107-116); Land as Security for a Loan (117-120); Collection Agent (121); Power of Attorney (122-128); Guarantors (129-132); Possession of Chattel (133-139); Possession of Land (140-152); Damages from Neighbors (153-156);Partners in Land (157-170); Dissolving of Partnerships (171-174);

to be continued (when space permits)

Torah Tidbits in the Palm of your hand

First feedback to the Palm version of TT is very favorable. At the moment, it is simply one huge .txt file that is "built" into the .prc format, put on TT's website (www.ou.org/torah/tt) & available for downloading by the click of a button. Once the file is on your computer, it can be installed on the Palm via a hotsync. Hopefully, we will soon embed bookmarks for each feature and each aliya in the Sedra Summary. After that, we've got some other features in mind. One thing that I've noticed is that different document readers handle the tt.prc file differently. Please let me know about your TT Palm version experience so that we can polish things up a bit.

Special mention of two people and their websites for their encouragement and help in this latest TT venture - Ari Engel of www.pilotyid.com and Howie Hirsch of www.penticon.com, both of whom are deep into Jewish Palming. Check out both sites if you've got a Palm handheld.

If you have a Palm and have downloaded TT for it, please let me know, so that we can determine whether or not to continue with this "column".

Technology serving Torah. Daf Yomi on the phone, Divrei Torah by email, Parshat HaShavua on the internet. S'forim on CD... all facilitate the spread of Torah to more and more Jews throughout the world.

TIYULIM

For Tiyul Information & Registration, call the Israel Center at 500-3333. As soon as your call is answered, press 201. Then either talk to a person or leave a message and we'll call you back.

Do you want to visit the GOLAN, an integral part of Eretz Yisrael and the State of Israel? IY"H, we're going once a week. 

WED, February 2, in English & Hebrew. Registration for this Tiyul must be made through Shulamit - call her at 58-119-58 - leave message

MON, February 7 -Still room; WED, February 16 - Still room

Leaving the Center at 7:45am, returning 8:00pm (approx.)

LOOKOUT POINTS (time and weather determine how many and which ones)

Drive-through and explanations of various settlements, a touch of archeology

Meet local residents in situ (where they live)

QATZRIN, capital of the Golan. Outstanding multi-screen, audio-visual presentation

Tour of the GOLAN WINERY (or Mei Eden or Apple-packing plant)

Delicious early dinner (Mehadrin)

118NIS per person (136 for non-members)  •  Limited space

Bring your own lunch or buy food in Qatzrin or other location

We will have more IY"H after those, AND we are working a follow-up tiyul for those who have been on one of the Golan Tiyulim already. Watch for further announcements.

YARCHEI KALLAH AT LAVI with Rabbi Berel Wein

Thursday-Sunday, January 27th-30th

To the close-to-200 people who will be enjoying the spiritually uplifting, intellectually stimulating, and physically satisfying weekend at Lavi - Have a wonderful time!

EILAT WINTER VACATION - Sunday, Feb. 27 to Thursday, Mar. 2

Deluxe accommodations, mehadrin, tours, shiurim, and more

Treat yourselves to a Mid-Winter Vacation in EILAT

5 days - 4 nights in Eilat    •    Sunday to Thursday, February 27 - March 2 at the 4-star Shalom Plaza Hotel (Special El Artzi Mehadrin Dept.)  •  Half-board

We'll be visiting... Sde Boker, Nachal Zin Observation Point, Mitzpe Rimon, Carpentry Studio of the Crater, Mt. Hizkiyahu, Red Canyon, fish factory famous for "Denis" fish, unique palm trees, Um Rash Rash, glass-bottom boat ride, underwater observatory, Sea World, Oceanarium, Timna Park, Nachal Shlomo

Bus with us all the way, to & from, in & out, all around

Guide with us from departure to departure

Evening programs, shiurim, lectures

1111NIS for members, 1234NIS for non-members (pays to join)

Bring lunch for Sunday (or buy at the mehadrin restaurant at Mitzpe Ramon)

IMPORTANT NOTICE: The following tiyul was moved from Thursday, January 27th because of the forecast of inclement weather, to Monday, January 31st.

Shomron - Olive Trees upon the Terraces of Time

Monday, January 31, 8:30am-6:00pm

Led by Michael Lessann

Ariel, Samaria/Sebastia, Har Gerizim, Kever Yosef

135NIS/mem • 145NIS/non-mem  •  Bring your own lunch

The Back Page of TT403

Motza'ei Shabbat Yitro, Jan. 29, 8:00pm - Memorial Shiur on the 5th Yahrzeit of Etta Ehrman Kossowsky a"h - The Jewish Money Lender in Parshat Mishpatim - Shiur by Gila Rosen

Sundays at 9:30am (women only) - Mystical Insights into the Months of the Year - Golda Warhaftig

Sundays at 10:30am (women only) - MEGILAT ESTHER - Tonia Frohwein

Sundays at 11:30am (women only) - T'hilim Plus - An in-depth study for the mind, heart, and soul, plus The laws of Brachot

Sundays at 12:45pm - MAHARAL - A Depth of Thought - Leah Zitter

Daf Yomi in English - SUN thru THU  •  3:00-4:00pm

Sunday, January 30th, 8:30pm - Author evening with Rochelle Majer Krich - Well-known author of 8 critically acclaimed novels, in addition to 3 Jessie Drake mysteries - Many of her heroines are either Orthodox Jews or are somehow drawn towards Judaism - An interesting evening is in store

Friends and classmates of Rochelle's (Stern College for Women) are invited to a mini-reunion at 8:00pm

Therapeutic Awareness Course - 10 weeks beginning Sunday, Jan 30 at 8:00pm - SEE a FULLER World - To register and for fee information, call 540-0360 or 054-311-711

Sundays at 8:00pm - Taharat HaMishpacha Review for married women - Rabbi Moshe Flumenbaum - Further details, call 538-3701 ext. 108

Monday mornings, 9:15am - MISHLEI - Rabbi Eliezer Grunbaum

Mondays at 10:30am - The Shma - Rabbi Zev Leff

Monday, January 31st, 11:35am - Ruth Zeidman - holocaust survivor and author of Light in the Darkness will talk about her experiences

Mondays 12:30pm (for women only) - Emunah & Bitachon Workshop with Aviva Nissim - based on the book Faith & Trust by Rabbi Shemuel Houminer

MONDAY, JANUARY 31 at 8:00pm - Dating Pitfalls and How to Avoid Them - another "Let's Talk Tachlis" program with Rosie Einhorn L.C.S.W. and Sherry Zimmerman, Esq. - authors of Talking Tachlis, a Singles' Strategy For Marriage, and the weekly advice column, "Navigating the Dating Maze"* - 25NIS admission

*website: jewishdating.com, sponsored by Aish Hatorah

ANGER: THE INNER TEACHER - ongoing workshops with Rachel Trugman, M.A. - MON 8:00pm - Pre-reg. required • 08-9265247

Tuesday mornings, 9:15 - Torah Topics - Dr. Hayim Abramson

Tuesday mornings, 10:30 - Parshat HaShavua - Rabbi Mordechai Spiegelman

Tuesdays, 11:30am (last class in the series) - Meaning in Mitzvot - Making Daily Practices Meaningful and Accessible - Rabbi Asher Meir

Tuesdays at 7:30pm - Dr. Daniel Stolper with his unique presentation of the Psychology of the Weekly Torah Portion. MISHPATIM: Are All of these Laws a form of Slavery?

Tuesdays at 8:30pm - Taharat HaMishpacha Review for married men - Rabbi Moshe Flumenbaum - Further details, call 538-3701 ext. 108

Wednesdays, 9:30am - DAVENING (Prayer) - Know it better, make it more meaningful, and be more comfortable with it - Dr. Joel Luber

Wednesdays, 10:30 - Peace of Mind - Alan Romm, P.C.

Wednesday mornings, 11:30am - Choose Happiness - Shoshanna Lane counseling coach

Wednesdays, 7:45-9:45pm - Jewish Philosophy: Rambam's Guide and Ramban on the Torah - Rabbi Chaim Eisen

Wednesdays, 8:00-10:00pm - Aliya Counseling - Miriam Bass

WED, FEB 2, 7:30 & 8:30pm - Root & Branch

When Jewish Leaders Fail - Shifra Hoffman, President, Victims of Arab Terror Int'l

King David: The Once & Future King Portrait of a Jewish Leader - Rabbi Dov Ben-Shorr

Thursdays at 10:30am - TT folding in the Library - Shiur while you fold - Parsha or Calendar or both - Phil Chernofsky

Thursdays at 10:30am - SLIM FOR LIFE - Group weight-loss program for women - Your first class - no obligation - Libby, 651-8061 • Elisheva, 999-6479

Thursdays, 8:00pm - What the Chumash Actually Says - Alan Smith - Korbanot - The Offerings

Thursdays at 8:00pm - Stories from the Gemara - Reb Yosef Schreiber

Friday mornings, 8:45 to 10:00 - In-Depth Pirkei Avot - Rabbi Chaim Eisen - If you think you know Pirkei Avot but have never learned it with Chaim Eisen, think again! And give this class a try. You'll be glad you did.

Beyond the Coming Week...

Motza'ei Shabbat, February 5th, 8:30pm - Caring for One's Elderly Parents - Guest speaker: Dr. David Schnall - Fulbright Visiting Professor at the Baerwald School of Social Work, Hebrew University, Mt. Scopus

Monday, February 7th, 8:00pm - The Spirit of Simcha - A Rosh Chodesh Adar Celebration for Women with Riva & Aviva - 25NIS members and students (others 35)

TIPUL emergency medical services and the Israel Center are offering Basic CPR

Basic CPR and treatment for choking and stopped breathing for patients of all ages. Recognizing an emergency and how and whom to call for help. Injury prevention, safety measures and reducing the risk of heart disease.

The course length is a total of 9 hours and will be spread out over 3 weeks in 3-hr sessions. - TUE Feb. 8,15,22 - 7:30-10:30pm - Cost: 150NIS/members; 180NIS/non-mem - PRE-REGISTRATION A MUST and there is a minimum registration requirement. - Call Miriam, 500-3333 ext. 204

Monday, February 7th, 11:35am - Caring for a Loved One: Trials & Tribulations - Shelly Eisenstein MSW

Wednesday, February 9th, 8:00pm - Update - plus Question & Answer period - Dr. David Luchins

TIPUL emergency medical services and the Israel Center are offering Basic First Aid

First aid for all types of injuries and medical emergencies including: choking, bleeding, burns, falls, vehicle accidents, chronic and acute medical conditions. Injury prevention and safety at home, work, outdoors, when traveling. - Course length: 9 hours (Three 3-hr sessions) - SUN Feb. 13, 20, 27 - 7:30-10:30pm - Cost: 150NIS/members; 180NIS/non-mem - PRE-REGISTRATION A MUST and there is a minimum registration requirement. - Call Miriam, 500-3333 ext. 204

Tuesday, February 15th, 10:00am to 1:00pm - Ask a Lawyer - A morning of free legal advice - Call 058-728-000 to arrange time for your free consult - by appt. only

OU/NCSY ISRAEL CENTER

10 Straus St., POB 37015, Jerusalem 91370

Phone: (02) 500 3333  •  Fax: (02) 538 5186

email: tt@ou.org or philch@virtual.co.il

Torah Tidbits website: www.ou.org/torah/tt

Arutz-7, 98.7FM, 711AM, THU 10:08-11:00pm

Live and archived on www.a7.org
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This publication is assisted by a grant from the Jewish Agency for Israel

Printed by Shoshanim Press (02) 538-9968

DASH CHAM - Gift Baskets for all Occasions

Purim is around the proverbial corner - Large variety of Mishlo'ach Manot

DashCham brings geographically separated family and friends a lot closer

Birthday Baskets, Baby Baskets, Pamper Her Baskets, Shabbos Baskets, Mazal Tov Baskets, Student Baskets, "No special reason" baskets

Tel: 02 672 2355  •  Fax: 02 672 4673  •  www.dashcham.com

KIBBUTZ ULPAN - Learn Hebrew on a Religious Kibbutz

5-month work-study program that includes learning Hebrew, working on a kibbutz, hikes, seminars and a short army course.

Cost: $450 for the entire 5 months, including classes, room and boar and all extras.

New Olim are entitled to a discount. Who's eligible? Jewish kids from all walks of life between the ages 18-30.

Be'erot Yitzchak starts in Jan. & Jul. 00 - Call Esther for details at 03-937-1972

Sde Eliyahu begins Feb. & Aug. 00 - Call Henya at 06-658-0531

Yavneh begins Mar. & Sep. 00 - Call Meshulam at 08-854-8311

