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SHABBAT PARSHAT T'RUMA

6 ADAR ALEF 5760  --  11,12 February '00

HALACHIC TIMES FOR JERUSALEM

Correct for TT405. Ranges are THU to THU, 4-11 ADAR ALEF (February 10-17)

Candle lighting - 4:46pm

Havdala - 6:01pm (Rabeinu Tam - 6:39pm)

Earliest Shacharit • 5:22-5:16am

Sunrise • 6:22-6:16am (6:27-6:21am)

Sof Z'man Kri'at Sh'ma • 9:07-9:04am (8:22-8:19am)

Sof Z'man Shacharit • 10:03-10:00m (9:32-9:30am)

Chatzot (halachic noon) • 11:53-11:53am

Mincha Gedola (earliest Mincha) • 12:23-12:23pm

Plag Mincha • 4:16-4:21pm

Sunset • 5:25-5:31pm (5:20-5:26pm)

WORD OF THE MONTH

A weekly feature of Torah Tidbits to help clarify practical and conceptual aspects of the Jewish Calendar, thereby better fulfilling the mitzva of HaChodesh HaZeh Lachem...

First opportunity for Kiddush L'vana, 3-day after the Molad custom, was Tuesday night. 7-day custom AND Motza'ei Shabbat sayers of K.L. have a great opportunity this Motza"Sh, Feb. 12th. The whole following week is good, including Motza"Sh Feb. 19 (don't purposely wait for then) and even Sunday night Feb. 20 until 1:25am.

More on the two Adars, now that we are into the first. Which is the "real" Adar? The question isn't askable for the time of Sanhedrin. Then (past and future), there is Adar, followed by... Nisan or another Adar, depending upon the pronouncement of Sanhedrin. With our fixed calendar, there are two ways of looking at the situation. Each with some logic on its side.

Logically, the first Adar should be seen as the real one, followed by the second Adar whose function is to postpone Pesach so that it falls in the Spring. Then, for reasons of linking the Geula of Purim with the Geula of Pesach, Purim and the Four Parshiyot were moved into the Adar closer to Nissan. And that's the logic for the other view. Having moved Purim and Parshiyot into the second Adar, it became the "real" Adar. After all, what kind of Adar is there without Purim? Either way, the presents of Purim and Shushan Purim Katan in the first Adar makes a statement. It says, this is the real Adar, but Purim was moved out for other reasons (in addition to the juxtaposing Geula to Geula, there are sources that claim that the Purim story happened during a second Adar in a Shana M'U'beret). Proof is the residue of Purim that remains behind on the 14th and 15th of Adar Rishon. If Adar Alef were just the added month, there would be no cause to have a Purim Katan. Or maybe it says, "I used to be the real Adar when I had Purim, but..."

The issue is not just academic. In which Adar does a boy or girl reach the age of mitzvot? In which Adar is a yahrzeit observed?  (more to come)

In a Shana M'uberet (13-month year, like this year), T'ruma is read well before the Four Parshiot time period begins (37% of the years). In a Shana P'shuta, T'ruma can be SH'KALIM (3.3%, rare), ZACHOR (4.3%, also rare), or a HAFSAKA, a break in the flow of the Parshiot (55.5%)

Build a/the Mikdash Today!

"Build for Me a Sanctuary, and I will dwell among you." Moshe Rabeinu and his generation fulfilled this mitzva with the Mishkan in the Midbar. Shlomo HaMelech and his generation fulfilled the mitzva with the building of the first Beit HaMikdash. (Those who build the structure for the Mishkan in Shilo, and in the other places the Mishkan rested between entry into Eretz Yisrael and Bayit Rishon also fulfilled the mitzva.) Those who returned to Eretz Yisrael from Bavel with Ezra and Nechemia and all those involved in the construction of the second Beit HaMikdash fulfilled the mitzva.

What about the rest of us, throughout the generations, and today?

Let's address this question in three ways.

Rabbi Eliezer Azikri, 16th century (actually, it was the 54th century - we're in the 58th) Tzfat Kabbalist, author of Sefer Chareidim, wrote several beautiful "love poems" to G-d. His most famous is Yedid Nefesh. Another is BIL'VAVI, which states, "In my heart I will build a Mishkan... and for its eternal flame, I will take the fire of the Akeida, and as a sacrifice, I will offer my very soul." Although not the "official" method of fulfilling the mitzva to build a Sanctuary, the dedication and commitment of a Jew to Torah and mitzvot, motivated by love and fear of G-d and inspired by the deeds and qualities of the Avot and Imahot, certainly fulfills the spirit of making a Sanctuary for G-d to dwell in each Jew.

That was the individual fulfillment of building a Mikdash. The communal version has been and continues to be the establishment of Jewish communities with shul, school, mikve at its epicenter. A shul is called a Beit Mikdash M'at, a Mikdash in miniature. When a group of Jews build a Jewish infrastructure for Torah way of life, they have definitely fulfilled another dimension of the mitzva to build a Sanctuary, so that G-d will dwell among us.

And what about the actual third Beit HaMikdash? - may it be built speedily in our time. This is the third way of answering the original question. Let's leave aside the issue of whether the third Beit HaMikdash will descend from Heaven in fire, completely intact and immediately usable, or whether we will do the physical construction. And let's leave aside the questions of when we may commence building and who will instruct us. Rather, let us take a look at the foundations upon which the Mikdash will be built (so to speak). According to Rambam, Melech HaMashi'ach has three major tasks: To restore the Torah to the People of Israel, to restore the People of Israel to Eretz Yisrael, and to build the Beit HaMikdash. Instead of looking at these as three separate tasks, let's consider the spread of Torah and the return of Jews to Eretz Yisrael as the foundation of the 3rd Beit HaMikdash. When we once again become the Nation of G-d that lives by the Torah and in Eretz Yisrael, then the Mashiach is a corollary and the building of the Beit HaMikdash is a foregone conclusion. (Pardon the over-simplification.) There are all kinds of technical problems to the actual building of the Mikdash now. But there is nothing stopping us from laying the foundation. He/she who works to spread Torah, mitzvot, midot, values, etc. is fulfilling the mitzva of building a Sanctuary so that G-d will dwell among us. He/she who encourages and facilitates Aliya is also involved in the mitzva. This is the third practical method of fulfilling this special mitzva.

The beauty of the three methods is that they do not operate on an either-or basis. They go hand in hand and complement each other every step of the way.

And to this mitzva and these ways of fulfilling it, we can apply the important teaching of Rabbi Tarfon: It is not incumbent upon you to finish the tasks, nor are you at liberty to remove yourself from actively pursuing these tasks. Building the Mikdash is not a three or four times ever mitzva, it is an everyday, always mitzva, because it is linked to keeping mitzvot and living a Torah life. This is the Parshat T'ruma challenge.

PARSHA-PIX

The bags of gold, silver, and copper refer to the generous contributions of the people to the building of the Mishkan. So too the olive oil, gem, wood, and variously colored threads (three kinds of wool, linen, and gold). The rings in the middle refer to the many rings mentioned in the sedra - for the carrying poles and to hold the wall-beams together. The column in lower right is for the columns mentioned. Sewing machine for the Mishkan's coverings (which were woven, but each panel was joined to its neighbor by sewing). Lower left are the three types of Menora designs, G'VIYA, KAFTOR, PERACH.

Sedra-Stats

19th of 54 sedras; 7th of 11 in Sh'mot

Written on 154.8 lines in a Sefer Torah

9 Parshiot; 3 open, 6 closed

96 p'sukim - ranks 38th (9th)

1145 words - ranks 45th (10th)

4692 letters - ranks 41st (9th)

Overall rank: 42nd in the Torah

T'ruma is a short sedra with very short p'sukim (especially in words per pasuk)

Mitzvot

T'ruma contains 3 of the 613 mitzvot; 2 positive; 1 prohibition

Aliya-by-Aliya Sedra Summary

Numbers in [square brackets] are the mitzva-count of the Sefer HaChinuch.

Kohen - First Aliya - 16 p'sukim - 25:1-16

G-d tells Moshe to tell the People to donate materials in amounts that "each person sees fit". The donations were to be of gold, silver, copper; dyed wools (blue, purple, red), fine linen; goats-hair fabric, red-dyed sheepskin, Tachash skins; acacia wood; oil for light, spices for the anointing oil and the incense offerings; gemstones for the Eiphod and the Choshen.

"And they shall make for Me a Sanctuary, and I will dwell in their midst" [95]. This well-known pasuk constitutes the mitzva to build the Mishkan in that generation, and the Beit HaMikdash in later times. Each time the Mishkan was taken apart, transported, and reassembled, the mitzva was fulfilled. It was fulfilled by Shlomo HaMelech and his generation, and by Ezra HaSofer and his generation. It will be fulfilled IY"H when the third Beit HaMikdash will be built, IY"H in our own time.

[SDT] Some commentaries interpret the word B'TOCHAM as within each person of B'nei Yisrael, not just in the midst of the People.

MITZVA WATCH

Rambam gives 14 rules for the counting of the 613 mitzvot. Rule #12 is that it is not "appropriate" to count as separate mitzvot those commands that are part of a more all-encompassing mitzva. Therefore, Rambam does NOT count among the 613 the mitzvot to make the Aron, Menora, Shulchan, Altars, etc. since they are included in Building the Sanctuary. Other mitzva-counters disagree. Ramban, for example, counts the making of the Aron as a separate mitzva (but not the other sacred vessels).

G-d will show the various forms that the work should take as models for the people to follow in M'lechet HaMishkan, the sacred task of building the Mikdash.

The first specific command is that of making the Aron (Holy Ark). It is to be made of wood, plated with gold inside and out. Four gold rings are to be fixed to its sides to receive the Carrying Poles (themselves made of gold-plated wood). The Carrying Poles, once inserted into the rings, may never be removed [96].

MITZVA WATCH

Note that although all the positive commands related to the details of each of the vessels are included within the "super-mitzva" of building the Mikdash (and everything in it), this prohibition is counted separately. In other words, the commands to make the Aron, to plate it with gold, to attach rings, to make poles, to put a decorative border around the top of the Aron, to make the lid, etc. etc. are all part of the mitzva to make the Sanctuary. The prohibition of removing the carrying poles is its own mitzva.

The "Testimony" (the LUCHOT - Tablets) shall be placed in the Aron.

Clarification: Some commentaries describe the ARON as three nested, open-top boxes - an outer box of gold, a middle box of wood, and an inner box of gold which had a rim to cover over the thickness of the wooden box, so that only gold would be visible both from the outside and inside of the ARON. There are different opinions as to how thick the gold plating was.

[SDT] And you shall TAKE for Me a T'RUMA, rather than GIVE. Commentaries note in various ways, that giving to G-d, so to speak, is really something that one gains from, be it the honor of giving to such a lofty endeavor as building the Mikdash, or the Divine promise that one will be rewarded with wealth for giving generously to worthy causes. Either way, the verb, 'to take', is an appropriate substitute for 'to give'. Even the word for giving (as in the half-shekel, Parshat Ki Tisa), V'NAT'NU, and you shall give, is a palindrome, reading the same backwards as forwards. This hints at the concept that he who gives, receives.

Levi - Second Aliya -24 p'sukim - 25:17-40

A thick, solid gold lid (called the KAPORET) is to be made for the Aron. From the lid are to be formed two Cherubs facing each other with their wings spread out above the lid. Communication from G-d will be from "between the two K'ruvim"

Think about this...

It seems a bit strange, does it not, that we would be commanded to make the K'ruvim in light of the strong prohibitions against graven images. And more so, if we note the chronology of the events in the months following the Exodus - specifically, that the command to build the Mikdash followed in the wake of the Golden Calf fiasco. The "answer" is that G-d is the Boss. He says no graven images - then we don't. And the Golden Calf is the ultimate affront to G-d. He commands us to make the K'ruvim, then we do. There are many examples of this idea. Lighting fire is forbidden on Shabbat. In the Mikdash it is required. Piku'ach Nefesh situations require it. This is not contradictory. This is recognizing G-d's mastery of the world and our commitment to follow His commands.

A special table of gold-plated wood shall be made; a frame and decorative border to the frame are to be made of gold. Four gold rings are to be attached to the legs of the table as receptacles for the carrying rods. Shelves and supports for the shelves complete the Shulchan.

The Lechem Panim (Showbread) are to be placed on the Shulchan at all times [97].

MITZVA WATCH

This is not considered just a detail of the making of the Shulchan, but as its own mitzva. The mitzva involved baking 12 special loaves (they were halachically matza) on Friday to replace the previous week's loaves on Shabbat. Tradition records a weekly miracle that the one week old Lechem HaPanim was found to be fresh by the kohanim on duty who shared in the Lechem HaPanim. This mitzva makes the statement that we should not view food as just the physical necessity that the rest of the world sees it as, but rather we are challenged to add a spiritual dimension to even the most mundane of our human activities. The Lechem HaPanim are the model; our laws of kashrut, brachot, and more help us achieve the spiritual levels of this concept.

In KI ESHM'RA SHABBAT we sing that G-d gave a Torah-mitzva to the Kohanim to put the Lechem HaPanim on the Shulchan on Shabbat. Therefore, we are forbidden to fast on Shabbat (except for Yom Kippur). In other words, G-d showed us, so to speak, the potential spirituality of food. Food is not incidental to Shabbat; it is a significant part of our observance of Shabbat.

(some Chumashim put Shlishi here)

The Menora is to be made of solid gold, one continuous piece, a central branch with six side branches (3 on a side), decorative orbs, flowers, and cups adorned the ends of each branch, with additional ones on the central branch. The Menora's utensils were also made of gold. Additionally, there was a 3-step platform that was used by the Kohen when he tended and lit the Menora.

In fact, the Kohen would be able to reach the oil lamps even without the platform, but climbing onto the platform allowed the Kohen Gadol NOT to raise his hands above the level of his forehead, because of the TZITZ which he wore. (It was considered disrespectful for the K.G. to raise his hands above the TZITZ.) The steps also made tending the Menora more comfortable.

Sources tell us that G-d had to show Moshe a fiery form of the Menora so that he would see how it was to be formed.

All parts of the Menorah were integral to the whole; none was "merely" attached. Torat Moshe applies this to the People of Israel and, from a play on words, says that even Jews who have strayed from Torah and mitzvot are part of the whole.

Shlishi - Third Aliya - 14 p'sukim - 26:1-14

The MISHKAN (the term is used for the whole structure as well as the first fabric covering) was a roofless structure covered by three layers of coverings. The first was called the Mishkan and was made of 10 panels of woven fabric made from 3 different colors of dyed wool, plus white linen. Five panels were attached to form one section; similarly for the other five panels. The two sections thus formed were linked with buttons of gold through loops of blue wool, the buttons being attached to the edge of one section and the loops woven onto the edge of the other section. The weave of the Mishkan included images known as K'ruvim.

Above the Mishkan was an 11-panel covering (sections of six and five panels joined with copper buttons) made of goats' hair. The Mishkan was decorative; this covering, known as the OHEL, was utilitarian, affording protection from the elements. The OHEL and MISHKAN covered the sides of the Mishkan as well as the top.

The topmost covering (some say it was just on the top, not the sides; others say it too draped down the walls of the Mishkan) was made of red-dyed sheepskin and the skin of the Tachash. (The identity of the Tachash is in dispute; some say that it was an animal that existed at that time only, specifically for the purpose of making the MICHSEH, the top-covering of the Mishkan.)

Mazal Tov to David & Adele Cohen                              on the birth of a grandson

FOR YOUR INFORMATION...

The Mishkan, as described in the Torah, functioned for the 40 years of the Wilderness (actually 39 years), and the first 14 years in Eretz Yisrael (in GILGAL), the years of conquest and settlement. After that, a stone structure - with the same dimensions - was made in SHILO to replace the gold-covered wood wall sections. The three coverings were the same, as were the furnishings inside the Mishkan. The Mishkan stood in SHILO for 369 years. After ELI HAKOHEN died, the Mishkan was set up in NOV (13 years) and then (after Shmuel's death) in GIV'ON (44 years). That's a total of 480 years, from Y'TZI'AT MITZRAYIM until the first Beit HaMikdash

R'VI'I - Fourth Aliya - 16 p'sukim - 26:15-30

The walls of the Mishkan were gold-plated wooden boards. Each board was to have two pegs to be inserted into silver foundation sockets. Boards are to be joined by square gold rings through slits at the top of the boards; connecting rods through rings mounted on the sides, above and below their mid-lines; and a central bolt through the center of the boards, internally. There were to be 20 boards each for the north and south walls, eight on the west. The east was open, covered by a special curtain.

Perusing the many books on the Mishkan and Beit HaMikdash, one discovers differing opinions among our sources in many, many of the details. Although the Torah is fairly detailed - and the Talmud adds many more details, there are many points open to speculation. Were the wall boards of uniform thickness or did they taper towards the top? What did the decorations look like? Etc. Etc. The important question that follows all of these different opinions is this: Does it make a difference? Let's try to answer that on a "tachlis" level. We are waiting for the 3rd Beit HaMikdash. Groups of people have started preparing for it in a practical manner. They have made some of the vessels to be used in the Beit HaMikdash. Among other things, they made a Menora. Will it be able to be used in the next Beit HaMikdash? It's made of silver, not gold. That's allowed. It doesn't have the ornate decorations and design. That too is okay when the Menora is not made of gold. It was not hammered out from one piece. Okay, too, for non-gold Menora. So far, so good. Is it the right size? How long is a Tefach? What shape are the limbs of the Menora? Don't know. How much of a deviation from the "correct" shape & size is allowable? Don't know. So will the Menora that already exists in the Temple Institute in the Old City be usable in the next Beit HaMikdash until a proper gold is made? Good question.

(SPECULATION...) The Sanhedrin at the time will rule on these questions. It could go either way. To whatever they say "yes", we will smile and have a head start on the Beit HaMikdash. For the items that they reject - gems, Kohen's garments, spices, vessels, whatever - we will be given instructions as to how to properly finish the job.

[SDT] Rashi brings a Midrash that says that Yaakov Avinu foresaw with Divine Vision that wood would be needed by his descendants upon their departure from Egypt. He brought saplings with him to Egypt which he planted and ordered his children to take the wood with them when they left Egypt.

Chamishi - Fifth Aliya - 7 p'sukim - 26:31-37

A woven curtain (like the first covering of the Mishkan) was to be hung from four gold-plated wooden pillars to separate between the Holy of Holies and the main hall of the Sanctuary. This curtain is called the PAROCHET, and gives its name to the curtain which we place on the Aron Kodesh in shul. Their functions are not the same; their names are.

[sdt] Rashi says that PAROCHET has the connotation of a partition (as opposed to a curtain covering an entrance), similar, says Rashi, to the word PARGOD, something that separates a king from his subjects.

MA'ASEI CHOSHEIV, explains Rashi, is highly skilled weaving (could it be embroidery of a sort?) which results in different designs on each of the two sides of the fabric.

The Aron is to be put into the Holy of Holies. The Shulchan on the north wall opposite the Menora on the south wall are placed outside the Parochet in the main section of the Mishkan. (The custom is to place the Chanukiya on the south wall of the shul, to remind us of the Menora of the Mikdash.)

A curtain similar to the Parochet was to be hung across the entrance of the Mishkan. This MASACH is to be hung on five wooden pillars plated with gold, fitted with golden hooks, and inserted into gold foundation sockets.

The Parochet and Masach were woven from yarn which consisted of 6 threads each of the 3 colors of wool and white linen, i.e. 24 threads in the yarn that was used for this purpose.

Some commentaries say that each curtain hung from hooks on the supporting pillars. Others say that a rod was inserted at the top of each curtain and the rod was suspended from the hooks on the pillars. This would allow the Parochet and Masach to hang evenly without sagging.

Shishi - Sixth Aliya - 8 p'sukim - 27:1-8

The Mizbei'ach (Altar) is to be made of wood, plated with copper. It is a square with raised corners. All vessels and utensils for this Altar were to be made of copper, as are the rings for the carrying rods. This Altar was outside the Mishkan, in the courtyard of the Mikdash and was used for most of the sacrifices. (As opposed to the internal, golden, incense Altar - not mentioned in this sedra).

The Torah says that this Altar was 3 amot tall. R. Yehuda says: understand it as it is written. R. Yosi says just as the internal Altar is twice as tall as it is wide and long, so too is this one. It measures 5 amot sq. therefore, it is 10 amot tall. But the Torah says three? That is from its SOVEV (seen in the picture just above the carrying rods.)

Interesting observation: Aron, Shulchan, Menora are presented in the 1,2,3 slots of T'ruma. Then comes the structure of the Mishkan, and then the External Altar. No mention of the Internal Altar; that doesn't come until T'tzaveh - after the garments of the Kohanim. The Washing Basin and its Stand don't show up until the beginning of Ki Tisa. This is an unusual separation of different holy vessels and cries out to be explained. We'll see what readers come up with.

SH'VI'I - Seventh Aliya - 11 p'sukim - 27:9-19

Linen curtains were to be made, as were wooden columns, decorated (not completely covered) with silver. The courtyard curtains were to be hung from silver hooks on these columns. Each column was supported by a copper foundation socket. An entrance curtain was to be woven in the style of the Mishkan, the Parochet, and the Masach, to be hung across the eastern side of the courtyard. Copper spikes helped anchor the curtains that surrounded the Mishkan.

We have been without a Beit HaMikdash for so long that many of us have developed a "who needs it?" kind of attitude about a physical Mikdash. Without analyzing the following analogy too much, here's a thought. Even if one has been davening by heart for a long time, and knows the prayers well, there is still many benefits to his getting a beautiful Siddur to use. It gives him a focus, enhances his service of G-d, is physically attractive and spiritually inspiring.

The last three p'sukim are read for the Maftir.

Haftara - 20 p'sukim -M'lachim Alef 5:26-6:13

Parallel to the command to Bnei Yisrael in the Wilderness to build the Mishkan, the Haftara describes the monumental task undertaken by Shlomo HaMelech in building the first Beit HaMikdash.

The reading begins with a statement that Shlomo received the wisdom he had asked for. Then it mentions the treaty between Hiram of Tyre and Shlomo HaMelech.

A work force of 30,000 Jews was conscripted for the difficult task of quarrying stone and cutting of wood for the construction of the Beit HaMikdash. The building of the Beit HaMikdash began in the 480th year following the Exodus, in the month of Iyar, which is here identified as ZIV.

Towards the end of the Haftara, we have an important "clarification' of the command to build the Mikdash from the Torah. In the sedra we read: Build a Sanctuary and I will dwell among you. What G-d said to Shlomo HaMelech was this: The House which you are building, IF you follow My statutes and obey My laws, and loyally follow all My mitzvot, then I will keep My promise to your father David and I will dwell in the midst of the Children of Israel and I will never abandon My people. In other words, the mere physical construction of a Mikdash does not guarantee that the Divine Presence will be with us. The bottom line, as it always is, is that we must be faithful to HaShem and His Mitzvot. Temples and sacrifices, and all kinds of religious rites are meaningless (and probably worse than meaningless) without our loyalty to HaShem. The Mikdash and all the rest, help us realize our goals.

PPP sort of

I'm still having a tough time getting into the swing of PPPs again, but I'm hopeful that it will happen on of these weeks. In last week's TT, on page 10B (which was the last page actually written), there were a few reminders. Among the real reminders was a riddle: half of... an apricot, a face, the copper mines. Three people found the riddle and submitted the same correct solution, one by email, one by fax, and one by phone. Half of MISHMISH is MISH, half of PANIM is PA and half of TIMNA is TIM. Together, MISHPATIM.

The correct solvers have each won a CD from NOAM Productions. Either drop by the office to pick up your prize, or give me a call and we'll make some arrangement.

For this week, who are the Rachel & Leah of T'ruma? I might ask the same riddle on TTA on Arutz-7. Here's another: What is the Davidson/Amramson volume ratio?

B"H Yom Yom from Day by Day in Jewish History by Rabbi Abraham P. Bloch z"l

[4 Adar] The body of Rabbi Meir of Rothenburg was released for burial, 1307, 14 years after his death. Jews of Rome declared free citizens by the French army, 1798.

[February 10] Jews were granted right of residence in Stuttgart, Germany, 1779. (As bad as all the bad things that happened to the Jewish people were, one often considers some of the good things also bad - PC) First ship to break the British blockade of Palestine, 1934. (Worldwide publicity of "illegal" immigration of Jews to Israel was an important factor in England's ultimate decision to give up the mandate.)

[February 11] Russia broke diplomatic relations with Israel, 1953. Jews of Uberlingen, Switzerland were massacred, 1349.

[6 Adar] Moshe Rabeinu completed his review of the Torah and was told by G-d that his death was coming near. R. Shmuel b. Natronai, one of the Baalei Tosefot, was tortured and martyred , 1197. The first printed edition of the whole Chumash with Onkelos and Rashi was published in Balogna, 1482 (same day as Moshe finished teaching it). Expulsion of the Jews of the Free City of Lubeck, Germany, 1816, 117 years (almost to the day) after they were expelled the first time.

[February 12] Abraham Lincoln and Charles Darwin born on the same day, 1809.

[7 Adar] Birthday and Yahrzeit of Moshe Rabeinu a"h. Jews expelled from Austria, 1670.

[February 13] Byzantine Emperor Justinian ordered the public reading of the Greek translation to Parshat Hashavuah on Shabbat morning and prohibited Rabbis from giving drashot on the Torah portion, 553.

[8 Adar] Jews of Barbados were granted permission to take an oath on the Old Testament, 1674. This was a first for the New World. 151 years later, also on 8 Adar, Jews of Maryland were allowed to take a non-Christian oath. A declaration of belief in Reward and Punishment in the World to Come was part of their oath. Yahrzeit of Levi Eshkol, 1969.

[February 14] The Knesset opened its first session, 1949. Jews of Rome had been subjected to a humiliating medieval practice of running a race in the Roman carnivals, scantily clad, amid insults and blows. This practice of "Black Monday" (the day of the weekly carnival) ended in 1667. 2000 Jews were burned in Strasbourg,1349.

[9 Adar] Traditional date of the first dispute between Beit Hillel and Beit Shammai.. Observed as a fast day in the past.

[February 15] Mikveh Yisrael home of the first Jewish agricultural school in Palestine, was founded, 1870. 

[10 Adar] Massacre of the Jews of Freiburg, Germany, 1349, in the Black Death riots. Jews of the Austrian Empire were granted equal civil and political rights, 1849. (Expelled, given equal rights, Nazi sympathizer partner in the government - some of the ups and downs of Jewish life in galut.)

[February 16] Jews miraculously escaped violent earthquake in Italy, 1570. First organized Arab attack, on Tirat Tzvi, 1948. First shul in Madrid for 425 years was dedicated, 1917. Jews of Sweden were emancipated, 1870.

[11 Adar] Pope prohibits anti-Jewish sermons, 1434. First printing of Rashi on Torah, Italy, 1475. (This first printing of Rashi was without the text of the Torah. Subsequent printing - for the next 500 years and counting - were done the way we are familiar with.) First printing of the whole Tanach, 1488. Yahrzeit of the Chida, 1806.

[February 17] Chaim Weizmann was elected first president of Israel. (First Jew to carry the title NASI in over 1500 years.)

MEANING IN MITZVOT by Rabbi Asher Meir

Each week we discuss one familiar halakhic practice and try to show its beauty and meaning. The columns are based on the commentary "Meaning in Mitzvot" on the Kitzur Shulchan Arukh, which is serialized on Yeshivat Har Etzion's "Virtual Beit Midrash", www.vbm-torah.org. Subscribers are currently learning about Shabbat.

The 39 Forbidden Shabbat Melachot

In parshat Trumah we begin learning how the Mishkan (desert tabernacle) was constructed. Many details of the Mishkan's construction are relevant for the future - they can guide us in preparing for the third Beit Mikdash, which we pray will be imminently built. But this knowledge is also relevant for the present. This is because of the intimate connection between keeping Shabbat and the construction of the Sanctuary.

In the Ten Commandments, we were forbidden to do "melacha" on Shabbat. We must desist from creative work on Shabbat to commemorate HaShem's desisting from creation on the seventh day. But the Torah did not reveal what acts constitute "melacha". Our Sages learned that the forbidden melachot are precisely those labors which were needed in preparing the Mishkan (Shabbat 73b). This seems to hint that in human terms, the building of the Temple can be compared to the creation of the world!

This comparison is elaborated by the Midrash, which explains that when HaShem created the world, He sought a "nether dwelling", so that His presence should rest even in the material world. The whole world was meant to be the sanctuary of the Holy One, blessed be He - a place for His presence to dwell.

But when Adam sinned God's presence was driven from this world, and the continued wickedness of subsequent generations drove the Shechina farther and farther away. However, the Patriarchs reversed this trend, and set in motion a process of drawing near to HaShem which culminated in the creation of the Tabernacle, which again restored His presence in the nether world. (Tanchuma Naso.)

We see that the construction of the Mishkan was intended to achieve the exact same objective as the creation of the world itself: to provide a place where HaShem's Presence could dwell within the material world. Indeed, the Tabernacle succeeded where the original creation failed, for since the building of this sanctuary HaShem's presence has never been completely driven from the world.

And for this very reason, the work of preparing the Sanctuary must cease on Shabbat. The Torah says "Keep My Shabbatot and be in awe of My sanctuary - I am HaShem" (Vayikra 19:30), and our Sages inferred that building the Sanctuary is forbidden on Shabbat. (Yevamot 6a.)

In this way we demonstrate that preparing the Tabernacle (or Temple) is a continuation of the work which HaShem began when He created the world - preparing a place where God's Presence can dwell among mankind. And just as HaShem desisted from His efforts on Shabbat, so we desist from ours.

But why does this compel us to rest from our ordinary everyday labors? The answer is that these labors also involve building a sanctuary! By relating these seemingly mundane labors to the work of the Mishkan, the halacha teaches that all of our weekday endeavors are ultimately directed towards making the world a fit place for God's presence. The spiritual repair of the world is intimately bound up with its physical repair. By pursuing our workaday concerns in accordance with the laws of the Torah and with the proper intention, we create an abode for Godliness in our surroundings.

Commemorating the Shabbat of the Creation by stopping work on the Mishkan shows that building the Sanctuary is a continuation of the work of creation; going one step further and basing the prohibition of everyday labors on the work of the Mishkan shows that these labors are a continuation of the work of the Sanctuary.

A Jew's weekday labors are not forbidden on Shabbat because they are so profane. On the contrary, they are forbidden because they are so holy - they are our way of turning the world into a sanctuary for HaShem. And these labors must cease on Shabbat, just as the work of building the Sanctuary ceased on this day, and as God's own work of creating the world ceased on the Shabbat. We interrupt our efforts to repair the world to remind ourselves that these efforts will eventually cease as they are crowned with success, on the future "day which is all Shabbat". We need to experience a bit of that future, in the form of Shabbat which is "like the World to Come", in order to properly prepare for it.

The Chicken or the Egg? (from the archives)

To the Seder table for a moment (interesting how the Seder experience is definitely more than a once-a-year thing). DAYEINU. The is a sequence presented, which (let's say) represents G-d's "original" plan. It starts with our coming out of Egypt. Nine additional items are counted off, all involving the Exodus, punishment of the Egyptians, and our safety and well-being in the Wilderness.

We then get the Shabbat (let's call it a preview of the Torah), stand at Har Sinai, and receive the Torah.

Next step is to enter Eretz Yisrael and then build the Beit HaMikdash. 

Hold it. Change of plans. Build a Mikdash and I will dwell among you. This command is to construct a portable, temporary Sanctuary to serve as our focus of religious energy until we find the permanent location of the Mikdash.

The totally portable Mishkan and the semi-permanent Mishkans of Gilgal, Shilo, Nov, and Giv'on serve us for 480 years, until Shlomo HaMelech builds the Mikdash in its eternal, permanent, forever and ever place (even when it isn't physically there) - Yerushalayim.

Most significantly, it is the first 40 years (really a bit less) of the Mishkan before we ever step foot into Eretz Yisrael.

So which comes first - the Mikdash or Eretz Yisrael? Let's put it this way. We need the Torah and we need a Mikdash even when we are not yet in Eretz Yisrael. That's why we got the Torah at Sinai and not after we entered the Land. That is probably why we built a Mishkan in the Midbar.

But THE place for Torah and THE place for Mikdash is Eretz Yisrael. Eretz Yisrael is the body. The Torah is our Soul. And let's call the Mikdash our heart.

Without Eretz Yisrael, we still develop life-support systems to sustain us. But we always must remember that our life is not complete until we can live a Torah Life and rejoice in the building of the Beit HaMikdash in Eretz Yisrael. Maybe this is what the Haftara comes to remind us.

And, of course, Eretz Yisrael is hollow without the people of Israel, without Torah, and without the Mikdash. We need it all to be whole.

The Multifaceted Mishkan

The entire sedra of T'ruma is devoted to the instructions for building the Mishkan and constructing its holy furnishings. The details concerning the garments of the kohanim and the Kohen Gadol are found in next week's sedra of T'tzaveh, along with the description of the Golden Mizbei'ach. The Washing Basin and its stand is presented in Ki Tisa. In Vayak'hel and P'kudei we find the actual construction of the Mishkan and the making of the Sacred Garments. Five sedras - just about the whole second half of the book of Sh'mot deals with the Mishkan. There is a tremendous amount of detail, and it is all practically presented twice. Why so much attention paid to the Mishkan, and why the specific sequence of events that unfold alongside the details of the Mishkan?

Another question - different but most definitely related - is when were the People of Israel commanded to build the Mishkan?

It seems that the actual chronology of the first months of the Jewish Nation went something like this: We left Egypt on the first day of Pesach, crossed the Sea and witnessed the drowning of the Egyptians on the seventh of Pesach. We traveled from place to place, during which time we received a preview of the Torah - specifically Shabbat and some other topics, for a few weeks until we arrived at Sinai before Shavuot. Following Revelation at Sinai on Shavuot, we waited for 40 days and nights for Moshe to return to the Camp from the Mountain. On the 17th of Tammuz, was the Sin of the Golden Calf and the smashing of the first LUCHOT. On Rosh Chodesh Elul, Moshe went back up the mountain - after destroying the Calf and castigating the People - to ask for Divine forgiveness on behalf of the People. On Yom Kippur, a bit less than a half year after the Exodus, Moshe Rabeinu came down the Mountain with (1) G-d's forgiveness, (2) the second set of LUCHOT, and (3) the command to make the Mikdash. Collection of materials and beginning of construction coincided approximately with Sukkot, six months after leaving Egypt. A lot happened in that first half-year.

If the command to build the Mishkan followed the Sin of the Golden Calf, is it in some way an atonement for the sin? And if so, does it not follow that having a Mikdash is not an ideal situation? This is a famous question that each of us must ask and answer. We are not dealing with a minor, esoteric point of Jewish law; we are dealing with THE Beit HaMikdash. We associate the Complete Geula with the building of the third Beit HaMikdash. We see it as going hand- in-hand with the Coming of the Moshiach. We must have the concept of Mikdash reasonably clear in our minds.

MLHD - The parents decided to buy a computer for their child. There is SO MUCH that the child will be able to learn and develop with the help of a computer. They buy the computer and hide it in a closet, having decided to give it to their child on his birthday, a few days from now. In the meantime, the child brings home a less-than-perfect report card. He is doing poorly in a few subjects. The computer will now be given and put to use tutoring the deficient student in his failing subjects in the hopes of improving his grades.

It is possible that the child will view the computer at first as the hopeful antidote to his poor performance in school. To him, the computer was given to him in the wake of his poor report card. It is hoped, however, that the child will improve academically and soon grow to use the computer for its original purpose - to improve his mind, entertain him in an educational way, to help him realize his fullest potential.

Notice well, that the command to "make a Sanctuary" is presented to us in the Torah following the wondrous events of the Exodus, the Crossing of the Sea, and Revelation at Sinai. Not only is Mikdash mentioned, it is presented with full details, up front, without the "taint" of the Golden Calf. Yet it is presented as a POTENTIAL. "And you shall..." When the actual work is done, it is in the aftermath of the Golden Calf. Full details again. The Mishkan is two things. It is what it could be, and IY"H in the time of the third Beit HaMikdash, will be. A pure vehicle for our spiritual energies. In reality, the Mikdash contains an element of atonement and repair of the sin of the Golden Calf. Perhaps that is why the Mikdash has yet to be permanent. Perhaps it is part of building the Third Beit HaMikdash that we must build our society into one that excels on both a G-d-fearing level and an interpersonal one.

G'MATRIYA based on L'ORA SHEL TORAH by R. Yaakov Auerbach z"l

By far, the main, most essential item in the Mishkan is the ARON. Ramban explains that this is so because the SH'CHINA (Divine Presence) is found on the ARON. The ARON is the first part of the Mikdash that we are commanded to build. In the ARON were the LUCHOT and the first Sefer Torah that was written by Moshe before his death. (Some say that the Torah was placed on a shelf that was attached to the side of the ARON for that specific purpose, there being no room for the Torah inside the ARON. Others, with a different calculation of dimensions, hold that the Torah Scroll was placed in the ARON, next to the LUCHOT.)

The ARON is called ARON BRIT HASHEM, the ark of the covenant. This is, no doubt, due to the contents of the ARON, the LUCHOT (and the Torah) are the "documents" attesting to that covenant. The whole Mishkan is sometimes referred to as MISHKAN HA'EIDUT, because of the ARON and its contents.

The idea of the Mishkan being the Aron (and/or vice versa) is supported numerically:

ARON BRIT HASHEM = 1+200+6+50 (257) + 2+200+10+400 (612) + 26 = 895.

MISHKAN HA'EIDUT = 40+300+20+50 (410) + 5+70+4+6+400 (485) = 895.

What's a TACHASH? Some say: ermine, wild ram, okapi, antelope, giraffe, narwhal, sea cow (dugong), type of seal; some say it was an animal that existed at that time only. Others define Tachash as "dark, waterproof leather".

"Neither Rain, nor Snow..."

We appreciate the efforts of all TT distributors. However, one person's efforts during Jerusalem snowstorm needs to be told.

Beth B., who distributes to the Kiryat Moshe and Givat Shaul neighborhoods, and the hotels there, usually picks up her 200 TTs on Thursday night at the Israel Center. Because of the weather, she could not get out Thursday night, nor could we get to her. So very early Friday morn, Beth could be seen with her shopping cart in tow, happily making fresh snow tracks from Kiryat Moshe down Rehov Yafo to the Center on Straus (about a hour's walk). She loaded the big bags (left outside the door for her) into her cart and returned to Kiryat Moshe where she delivered all the TTs as usual and on time. That's dedication!

Kol HaKavod, Beth, and thanks.

THE JERUSALEM INSTITUTE OF JEWISH LAW

Rabbi Emanuel Quint, Dean

Lesson #26A - Conduct of the Judges

This lesson should by right be Lesson 29. It should follow lesson #28 that deals with personal qualities of a judge. But after reading Phil Chernofsky's opening column in TT 404, I thought that this topic should be moved up to this week.

In Lesson #1 I wrote about the young lawyer who inquired of her rabbi if Jewish law covered fraud in sales. He answered "Judaism doesn't get involved in these areas." I showed there how preposterous it was to think that even rabbis could display such a lack of knowledge of Torah. One might think that the first Parsha after Yitro with the giving of the Torah would commence with laws of Kodshim (sacrifices), Beth HaMikdash, the Parsha of Kedoshim, Shabbat, Family Purity, etc. But instead it commences with the laws of relationships between man and his fellow man. Some think that there is a dichotomy in Jewish law (Halachah) between "bein adam Lamakom" (between man and God) and "bein adam lachavero" (between man and man). Nothing can be further from the truth. By commencing the laws of civil law following the giving of the Torah, God showed us that the dichotomy is not as aforesaid. But rather the second segment, while called "bain adam lahcavero", is really a triangle, consisting of God, man and his fellow man. God is in both sides of the dichotomy. A referee in a football game who closes his eyes to the truth, causes falsity to become the prevailing value. This is especially true when so many of the participants in the football game are outwardly observant Jews. As Phil so accurately stated, "they cannot see the Torah values that they have trampled upon." They distort the intent of God in giving us all types of laws including civil laws and conduct at sporting events.

What is the conduct required of a judge? In Hoshen haMishpat chapter 8 we find that the judges must sit in fear of the Almighty and in a serious manner. The judge should see himself as if a sword were lying on his neck and as if purgatory were open before him. The judge should know whom he is judging and before Whom he will be required to give an accounting in the future if he perverts the cause of justice. The judge is judging the children of God.

Any judge who does not render a truthful judgment causes the Divine presence to depart from the people Israel. Every judge who intentionally and wrongfully causes money to be taken from one litigant and to be given to another will in turn be judged by the Almighty and pay with his own life. Every judge who judges a truthful judgment even if only for one hour (the time of a football game) causes the Divine presence to dwell among the people Israel and is equivalent to perfecting the entire world. (Shabbat 10a) During the Days of Awe we say many prayers in which there are references to judgment not only as an attribute of God, but also as a name of God. Judgment is His name. The judge is a partner in sustaining the world by firming up one of the pillars upon which it stands.

A judge is forbidden to act in an arrogant manner with the community. The judge should act with humility and restraint. The judge should be patient with the troubles and burdens of the community.

It is incumbent on the community to treat the judge with respect and honor. The judge should not act in an irreligious manner or become rude or drunk in public.

It is forbidden to slight the messenger of the Beth Din. If a person vexes the messenger of Beth Din, the messenger should report it back to the Beth Din so that they may take appropriate action to punish the offender.

In his personal life and in his professional life, the judge must never behave in a manner that would cause others to disrespect him.

I wrote in Lesson #1 "Ask an Orthodox Jew, "If one wants to be pious, which laws should he or she perform?" This indeed is a question posed in the Talmud (Baba Kamma 30a). Most of us would answer "The laws taught in tractate Shabbat, or tractate Niddah, or tractate Chulin (dealing with kashruth) or tractate Avoth, or tractate Berachot". Indeed, the Talmud, amongst its three answers names the latter two tractates. But the Talmud, in its infinite, infallible wisdom quotes another opinion, that in order to be pious one should fulfill the teachings of tractate Nezikin (Baba Kamma, Baba Metzia, and Baba Bathra).

I have no doubt that every person on the football field that day, whether observant, or not, thought of himself as being basically honest. The observant Jew should also have thought where are the standards of honesty found, if not in the Torah? The persons who won a game knowing that they did not actually win must have wondered the next morning in the synagogue when the Ten Commandments were being recited by the Torah reader, "Did I fully comply with them in accepting the victory?" What about not to steal?

Did the referees show the players that one should admit a mistake? Will the referees come to the players on the losing team on Erev Yom Kippur and ask for forgiveness? If the answer to this last question is yes, why not admit it now?

I conclude with something else that I wrote in Lesson #1:

"In fact the Talmud goes on to say that when a person reaches the Next World, the first question he or she will be asked is "Did you conduct your business transactions faithfully?" (Shabbat 31a) On Yom Kippur during the confessional we say that we seek forgiveness for the sins committed in our business dealings. Thus one of the six orders of the Mishna and Talmud is devoted to Nezikin; of the 14 books of Maimonides code of Jewish Law (Yad HaChazaka) over 3 are devoted to the laws of nezikin. In the Shulhan Aruch one of the four parts (three of ten volumes) Hoshen haMishpat deals with nezikin.

With this as background, we shall attempt in future essays to familiarize the reader with some of the laws of nezikin, so that one can be a better Jew and answer HaShem in the Next World, "Yes we dealt faithfully in our business transactions." "Yes, we dealt faithfully in our sporting transactions.

The subject matter of this lesson is more fully discussed in Vol. 1, Chapter 7, of A Restatement of Rabbinic Civil Law by E. Quint. (On sale at Pomeranz's Book Store. Volumes ordered from Pomeranz can be inscribed by the author.)

Address comments to quint@inter.net.il

Ed. note: Rabbi Quint used the ATFI story that I presented in last week's lead tidbit as an example for some of the material in his lesson this week. Neither of us was implying that anyone involved acted in intentional violation of Torah teachings and values. Whether you, dear reader, agree that mistakes in judgment or behavior were made or not, treat matters as hypothetical, and hear what we were trying to say and the lessons we were trying to teach. - PC

Torah Tidbits in the Palm of your hand - Technology serving Torah

Download the Palm(tm) version of TT (i.e. if you have a Palm(tm) device and if you want TT on it) from the Torah Tidbits webpage - www.ou.org/torah/tt.

Recommended sites with Jewish "stuff" for the Palm: www.pilotyid.com and www.penticon.com.

FEEDBACK

Last week's Lead Tidbit on Matan Torah, Mishpatim and Football generated an unusually large volume of reader feedback. It was more than just a large number of comments, it was also the passion of many of the responses. The overwhelming majority of comments were in agreement with the ideas expressed. Special thanks to two readers who sent emails with other sports stories with a mussar message to them. Rabbi Quint also reacted strongly, as you can see in his column on page 16-17. Many people said they spent time discussing the issues at their Shabbat tables. Two people, while in agreement with the point, raised the issue of Lashon HaRa. I'm not sure if it was or wasn't, but I would like to apologize to the League officials if it seems that I was impugning their character or commitment to Torah values. I was expressing a disappointment in a "football is football" attitude, in the inaction which left an acknowledged glaring mistake uncorrected, and in individuals who KNEW that an injustice was occurring, but didn't know (or want to) how to redress it.

Then there were readers who chalked the whole thing up to "sour grapes" at Torah Tidbits, the Team losing out. Of course, I insist that it wasn't sour grapes, but there is the further disappointment for the players and coach of Tidbits, who didn't get their well-deserved chance to show the league which team was really #1.

TIYULIM

For Tiyul Information & Registration, call the Israel Center at 500-3333. As soon as your call is answered, press 201. Then either talk to a person or leave a message and we'll call you back.

YARCHEI KALLAH at LAVI - RASHI and RAMBAM with Rabbi Berel Wein

We know it already took place, but it's been such a part of Torah Tidbits these past few months that we wanted it to stay around one more week.

GOLAN - Wednesday, February 16. The bus is filling fast, but there is still room for you

Leaving the Center at 7:45am, returning 8:00pm (approx.)

LOOKOUT POINTS (time and weather determine how many and which ones)

Drive-through and explanations of various settlements, a touch of archeology

Meet local residents in situ (where they live)

QATZRIN, capital of the Golan, outstanding multi-screen, audio-visual presentation

Tour of the GOLAN WINERY. Delicious early dinner (Mehadrin)

118NIS per person (136 for non-members). Limited space  •  Call NOW to reserve. Bring your own lunch or buy food in Qatzrin or other location

Mid-Winter Vacation in EILAT. 5 days - 4 nights in Eilat, 21-25 Adar Alef 5760, Sunday to Thursday, February 27 - March 2, at the beautiful (4-star) Shalom Plaza Hotel. Half-board • Mehadrin (arrangement for groups; not available to individuals). Leaving the Center at 8:00am on Sunday

We'll be visiting... Sde Boker, Nachal Zin Observation Point, Mitzpe Rimon, Carpentry Studio of the Crater, Mt. Hizkiyahu, Red Canyon, fish factory famous for "Denis" fish, unique palm trees, Um Rash Rash, glass-bottom boat ride, underwater observatory, Sea World, Oceanarium, Timna Park, Nachal Shlomo

Bus with us all the way, to & from, in & out, all around. Guide with us all the way (except for the return to Jerusalem). Evening programs, shiurim, lectures

1111NIS for members (1234NIS for non-members - pays to join)

Bring lunch for Sunday (or buy food en route)

The Back Page of TT405

Usual charge for Israel Center classes and lectures is 5NIS for members, 10NIS for non-mem. Life members, free. Single fee for 2 or 3 consecutive classes.

1. Motza'ei Shabbat, February 12th, 8:30pm. Mishkan & Mikdash. Guest shiur by Rabbi Meyer Fendel

2. Sundays at 9:30am (women only). Mystical Insights into the Months of the Year with Golda Warhaftig

3. SUN, February 13, 10:30am (men & women). A Taste of Rambam with Phil Chernofsky (MEGILAT ESTHER with Tonia Frohwein resumes IY"H on the 20th)

4. Sundays at 11:30am (women only). T'hilim Plus - An in-depth study for the mind, heart, and soul plus The laws of Brachot

5. Resumes IY"H Sunday, Feb. 27th - MAHARAL - A Depth of Thought with Leah Zitter

6. Daf Yomi in English. SUN thru THU  •  3:00-4:00pm

7. TIPUL emergency medical services and the Israel Center are offering Basic First Aid. First aid for all types of injuries and medical emergencies including: choking, bleeding, burns, falls, vehicle accidents, chronic and acute medical conditions. Injury prevention and safety at home, work, outdoors, when traveling. 9 hours (Three 3-hr sessions). SUN Feb. 13, 20, 27, 7:30-10:30pm. Cost: 150NIS/members; 180NIS/non-mem. PRE-REGISTRATION A MUST and there is a minimum registration requirement. LAST CALL for this course. Call Miriam, 500-3333 ext. 204

8. Sunday, February 13th, 8:00pm - Update plus Question & Answer period. Dr. David Luchins

9. Sundays at 8:00pm. Taharat HaMishpacha Review for married women with Rabbi Moshe Flumenbaum. Further details, call 538-3701 ext. 108

10. Monday mornings, 9:15am. MISHLEI with Rabbi Eliezer Grunbaum

11. Mondays at 10:30am - The Shma with Rabbi Zev Leff

12. Monday, February 14th, 11:35am. The Yo'etzet Halacha: The "New" Phenomenon of Women and the Halchic Process. Guest speaker: Dr. Deena Zimmerman, Physician, certified expert in Hilchot Nida

13. Mondays 12:30pm (for women only). Emunah & Bitachon Workshop with Aviva Nissim, based on the book Faith & Trust by Rabbi Shemuel Houminer

14. Monday, February 14th, 8:00pm. The Loving Word - Learning to Communicate. Workshop with Rachel Frumin, M.S. and David Kaufman, social worker. 25NIS members and students (others 35)

15. ANGER: THE INNER TEACHER, ongoing workshops with Rachel Trugman, M.A. MON 8:00pm - Pre-reg. required • 08-9265247

16. Tuesday mornings, 9:15. Torah Topics with Dr. Hayim Abramson

17. Tuesday mornings, 10:30. Parshat HaShavua with Rabbi Mordechai Spiegelman

18. Tuesday, February 15th, 10:00am to 1:00pm. Ask a Lawyer - A morning of free legal advice. Call 058-728-000 to arrange time for your free consult - by appt. only

19. Tuesdays at 7:30pm. Dr. Daniel Stolper with his unique presentation of the Psychology of the Weekly Torah Portion. T'tzaveh: Priests Closer to G-d? The Psychology of Clothing

20. Tuesdays at 8:30pm. Taharat HaMishpacha Review for married men with Rabbi Moshe Flumenbaum. Further details, call 538-3701 ext. 108

21. Wednesdays, 9:30am - DAVENING (Prayer), Know it better, make it more meaningful, and be more comfortable with it, with Dr. Joel Luber

22. Wednesdays, 10:30 - The Most Serious Issues People Face Today! Happiness & Peace of Mind, with Alan Romm, P.C.

23. Wednesday mornings, 11:30am. Choose Happiness with Shoshanna Lane counseling coach

24. Wednesdays, 7:45-9:45pm. Jewish Philosophy: Rambam's Guide and Ramban on the Torah, with Rabbi Chaim Eisen

25. Wednesdays, 8:00-10:00pm. Aliya Counseling with Miriam Bass

26. Wednesday, February 16, Root & Branch, NOTE TIMES - 7:00pm, The Golan: An Integral Part of Israel. Guest speaker: Mrs. Astrid Kampen Hasday, Admn. Qatzrin Foundation

27. 8:00pm. Don't Believe the Lies You Hear: Authentic Islam Requires Us to Love the Jewish People and Support their Right to the Land of Israel. Guest speaker: Shaykh Prof. Abdul Hadi Palazzi, Sec'y General Italian Muslim Association

28. Thursdays at 10:30am. TT folding in the Library, Shiur while you fold. Parsha or Calendar or both, with Phil Chernofsky

29. Thursdays at 10:30am. SLIM FOR LIFE, Group weight-loss program for women. Your first class - no obligation. Libby, 651-8061 • Elisheva, 999-6479

30. Thursdays, 8:00pm. What the Chumash Actually Says - Alan Smith. Korbanot - The Offerings

31. Thursdays at 8:00pm. Stories from the Gemara with Reb Yosef Schreiber

32. Thursdays, 10:06pm (approx.) on Arutz-7. TORAH TIDBITS AUDIO with Phil Chernofsky. 98.7FM, 711AM, www.a7.org

33. Friday mornings, 8:45 to 10:00. In-Depth Pirkei Avot with Rabbi Chaim Eisen 

34. Motza'ei Shabbat, February 19th, 8:30pm. The Beauty of Music, the Beauty of Life. Yisrael Lutnick and La'Omek with Bill Bozin & Zalman Salamander present an evening of Jewish music, both original and popular, with a special tribute to Jewish Broadway composers. Also featuring the debut of the Shaarei Mevaseret Band. 35NIS

35. Monday, February 21st, 11:35am. A Hole in the Donut and other poetry by Evelyn Hayes

36. Tuesday, February 22, 8:30pm. Will Congress Foot the Bill for an Israeli-Syrian Agreement? Guest speaker: Morton Klein President, ZOA

OU/NCSY ISRAEL CENTER

10 Straus St., POB 37015, Jerusalem 91370

Phone: (02) 500 3333  •  Fax: (02) 538 5186

email: tt@ou.org or philch@virtual.co.il

Torah Tidbits website: www.ou.org/torah/tt

Arutz-7, 98.7FM, 711AM, THU 10:08-11:00pm

Live and archived on www.a7.org
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DASH CHAM - Gift Baskets for all Occasions

Purim is around the proverbial corner - Large variety of Mishlo'ach Manot

Watch for special Torah Tidbits Mishlo'ach Manot packages from Dash Cham, in next week's TT.

DashCham brings geographically separated family and friends a lot closer

Birthday Baskets, Baby Baskets, Pamper Her Baskets, Shabbos Baskets, Mazal Tov Baskets, Student Baskets, "No special reason" baskets

Tel: 02 672 2355  •  Fax: 02 672 4673  •  www.dashcham.com

PESACH RENTAL - Fully furnished, spacious 3-bdrm apt. in Old Katamon. Kosher. Cable TV. Flexible dates. Call 02-679-8708

RENTAL JERUSALEM MEGIDDO TOWERS, near Shaarei Chesed, close to city-center, shuls, facilities. 3 bedrooms - sleeps 6, 2 bathrooms, all linen, fully equipped. Call 02-561-7702, harvey@actcom.co.il

