TT 425


SHABBAT PARSHAT KORACH (SH'LACH in Chutz LaAretz)


28 SIVAN 5760 - June 30, July 1 '00


We read/learn the 4th perek of Avot this Shabbat; 


In Chutz LaAretz, it's the third chapter





HALACHIC TIMES FOR JERUSALEM


Correct for TT425. Ranges are THU to THU, 26 Sivan to 3 Tammuz (June 29 to July 6)


Sunrise & sunset: First times take into account elevation. Times in parentheses do not.


Latest times for Sh'ma and Shacharit: First times are GR"A. Times in parentheses are MAGEN AVRAHAM.





Candle lighting - 7:13pm     earliest: 6:24pm      


Havdala - 8:32pm (Rabbeinu Tam - 9:06pm)


Earliest Shacharit • 4:31-4:35am


Sunrise • 5:31-5:35am (5:361/2-5:40am)


Sof Z'man Kri'at Sh'ma • 9:07-9:09am (8:10-8:13am)


Sof Z'man Shacharit • 10:19-10:20am (9:41-9:43am)


Chatzot (halachic noon) • 12:421/2-12:44pm


Mincha Gedola (earliest Mincha) • 1:19-1:20pm


Plag Mincha [Friday] • 6:24-6:24pm [6:24pm]


Sunset • 7:54-7:53pm (7:s48-7:48pm)





WORD OF THE MONTH


A weekly feature of Torah Tidbits to help clarify practical and conceptual aspects of the Jewish Calendar, thereby better fulfilling the mitzva of HaChodesh HaZeh Lachem...





This Shabbat we bench Rosh Chodesh Tammuz, which will be on MON and TUE.


The Molad of Tammuz will be on Motza'ei Shabbat, 23h, 5m, 1p.


In Rambam's notation (day begins at 6:00pm and no minutes, just 1080 chalakim per hour), that's RISHON, 5 hours, 91 chalakim.


The actual Molad (astronomical) is 10:21pm Israel Summer Time.


With the Molad occurring when it does this month, there is a chance - but the experts are not sure about this - that the Moon will be visible for a short time on Sunday evening, July 2nd at about 8:10pm. With a Sanhedrin, this would be one of those months that the Witness Reception Committee would wait for witnesses, but without any certainty that they'd be coming.





Behind Next to Every Good/Bad Man...


Don't want to be politically incorrect, but do want to make a point...


Shlomo HaMelech writes in Mishlei (14:1), "The wisdom of women builds her house, but folly plucks it down with her hands." Rashi, based on the Midrash, renders the pasuk, "The wise among women build their homes, but foolish women destroy them." Rashi, again citing the Midrash, gives examples of a wise woman and a foolish one - the wife of ON BEN PELET and the wife of Korach, respectively.


We hardly know who ON b. PELET is. He is mentioned only once in Tanach, in the opening pasuk of Parshat Korach, as a co-conspirator. And as the episode of Korach and his rebellion unfolds, ON is gone. Tradition tells us that ON had a change of heart and did not stay with Korach's gang. The Midrash says that it was his wife who talked him out of staying with Korach. And her argument was very practical, not altruistic. Not for the Sake of Heaven. Just plain pragmatism. And yet Mrs. Ben Pelet is the woman that the Midrash chooses as the model of the "wise woman" of Mishlei 14. Many other women in Torah and Na"Ch could be pointed to for their wisdom. Why the wife of ON b. Pelet? Could not Sara, Rivka, Rachel, Leah, Yocheved, Miriam, Devorah, Esther - among others - have been better choices? More inspiring?


Perhaps. But maybe the point in the Midrash and in Mishlei is that we are dealing with plain common sense. No Divinely inspired conduct. Not the deeds of the Matriarchs of Israel. Just a plain person. Unremarkable for anything else.


ON b. Pelet's wife said to him, "You have nothing to gain in this fight. If Aharon wins, then you'll follow him, and if Korach wins, you'll be one of his followers." That's it. And yet this is the wisdom of a woman, says the Midrash, that builds and maintains her home.


And who was the foolish woman who destroyed her house? Korach's wife. The Midrash attributes Korach's actions to his wife's instigation. 


Back to the positive side, when one reflects upon the role played by women in guiding the course of events in Jewish history, it becomes obvious that they have been very significant contributors to the results.


It was Sara Imeinu who saw the need to rid Yitzchak of the influence of Yishma'el. Avraham Avinu hesitated to take action until G-d told him to listen to Sara.


And Yitzchak loved Eisav... He was "blinded" to certain things that Rivka saw clearly. And it was she who engineered the events that led to yaakov receiving the Brachot intended for him.


Rachel and Leah, apparently not Yaakov, perceived that the destiny of Israel depended upon both of them being wives of Yaakov and mothers of the Sh'vatim. And the acted accordingly.


The midwives (perhaps Yocheved and Miriam) boldly defied Par'o to save the baby boys. Subsequently, Amram had separated from his wife in Egypt and other men followed suit. Miriam prophesied that his decree was harsher than that of Par'o. As a result, "The man of Levi went and took (reunited with) the daughter of Levi", and from them came Moshe and the redemption of the people from Egypt. Yocheved and Miriam and Bat Par'o - women, all three - were responsible for Moshe's continued well-being and development. Because of righteous women our ancestors were redeemed.


Devora, Yael, Naomi, Ruth, Esther... the list goes on... and on...








SEDRA STATS


38th of the 54 sedras; 5th of 10 in Ba.


Written on 184 lines in a Sefer Torah


13 Parshiyot; 7 7 open and 6 closed


95 p'sukim - ranks 39th


1409 words - ranks 36th


5325 letters - ranks 35th


Ranks 9th in Bamidbar in all 3 categories


Above average (10th among the 54 sedras) in words & letters per pasuk. Korach is a short sedra with fairly long p'sukim


MITZVOT 9 mitzvot of 613; 5 positive and 4 prohibitions


Korach has more mitzvot than average for its size; only 17 sedras do, as opposed to 35 sedra with fewer than average mitzvot





Aliya-by-Aliya Sedra Summary


[Numbers] are the Chinuch's mitzva count 





KOHEN - First Aliya - 13 p'sukim (16:1-13)


"And Korach took". 


Commentators suggest different meanings for this phrase:


Korach took the Reuvenites with him in his rebellion against Moshe;


Korach "took with words" (i.e. persuaded) others to join his rebellion. 


Korach "took apart" - split people between himself and Moshe. 


Korach is identified as the son of Yitzhar, grandson of K'hat, great grandson of Levi. It is quite unusual to identify biblical personalities as such. Rashi points out that the lineage mentioned in the pasuk stops before reaching Yaakov Avinu who foresaw Korach's wickedness and pleaded with G-d not to be included in the Torah's account of Korach's deeds. On the other hand, it reached back to Levi because Korach's being from Levi was the major factor involved in the whole episode.


Korach, Datan & Aviram and ON b. Pelet (who backed out in time) challenge Moshe's authority. Korach enlists 250 men to publicize his/their "cause". 





[SDT] Korach was a first cousin of Moshe and Aharon. He felt slighted by the fact that both top positions - the leadership and Kohen Gadol-ship - went to two of his uncle Amram's sons and the leadership of the K'hat family went to another cousin, the son of Korach's father's younger brother - Elitzafan b. Uziel. Korach found sympathy for his cause within the tribe of Reuven because Reuven himself was passed over for the leadership (which went to Yehuda), the birthright (Yosef received the double portion of the firstborn in the form of the tribes of Ephraim and Menashe) and the Kehuna/Leviya. 


Moshe proposes a test - both Aharon and Korach's people will offer incense before G-d and G-d will indicate whom He chooses. Moshe tries to talk Korach out of his fight by telling him that being a Levi is special - why seek more? Moshe then calls for Datan & Aviram (from here we learn that the court sends a deputy - a shoteir - to bring in an accused party); they arrogantly refuse Moshe's summons. 


[SDT] Sources tell us that Korach taunted Moshe Rabeinu with two mocking questions - A talit made completely of T'cheilet, does it require Tzitzit (with the T'cheilet strand)? A house filled with Torah scrolls, does it require a mezuza? Both questions pointed to the same complaint: A Nation of holy people, people who heard G-d's Voice at Sinai, do they require holy leaders? The basis of suggesting the talit question is the juxtaposition of the Korach episode to the portion of Tzitzit at the end of last week's sedra. The Kli Yakar suggests that the mezuza question is alluded to by the description of Datan & Aviram arrogantly standing at the doorway of their tent and mocking G-d's commandments and Moshe's leadership. 





LEVI - Second Aliya - 6 p'sukim (16:14-19) 


Datan & Aviram, two people with a long record of evil behavior, compounded their wickedness with the unpardonable affront to the Land of Israel by referring to Egypt as "the land flowing with milk and honey" that Moshe took us out of, to "kill us in the wilderness". 


Moshe angrily asks G-d not to accept the incense offerings of Korach's group. Moshe then reiterates the challenge to Korach. Korach gathers the People to witness the "showdown"; the 250 people and Aharon will each have the special vessel onto which they will place a glowing coal, onto which they will put the incense and they will all be standing at the entrance to the Ohel Mo'ed. G-d's "glory" was revealed to the People. 


SDT: The Gemara tells us that when Korach challenged Moshe's authority, it was the Sun and the Moon that appeared before G-d and said: If you side with the son of Amram (i.e. Moshe), then we will continue to shine; if not, we stop shining. What is the significance of this statement from the Gemara? One commentator points out that the Sun and the Moon were originally of equal greatness, and the Moon was diminished because "two kings cannot rule with one crown". This was exactly one of the problems with Korach's arguments, so the Sun and Moon were particularly appropriate participants in this issue. Notice that not only must the sun acknowledge the situation, but so must the moon. Korach's downfall was his lack of acceptance of a moon-like role.





SHLISHI - Third Aliya - 24 p'sukim (16:20-17:8) 


G-d tells Moshe and Aharon to separate themselves from the rest of the People so that He will destroy them. Moshe - even while being upset in the extreme with the challenge to his own integrity - pleads on behalf of the People before G-d, asking Him not to punish the multitude because of the sins of an individual. Moshe warns the People to separate themselves (physically and psychologically) from Korach and his followers lest they be included in the punishment to come. Moshe declares that all will know that G-d has sent him to do all that he does. If these wicked people shall die in a similar manner to others, then G-d has not sent Moshe. But if G-d will "supply" a new creation and the earth will open its mouth and swallow Korach and company and all that belongs to them, then all will know that these people have truly rebelled against G-d. As Moshe finished these words, the earth beneath them split, opened and swallowed all with Korach. (Implication from the p'sukim is that the People did not actually die but left this world in this unusual and miraculous manner.) 


[SDT] Korach and Co. were punished "measure-for-measure". They sinned with their mouths, by making outlandish claims and speaking falsely against Moshe. The Mouth of the Earth which swallow them was their appropriate punishment. 


The People shouted in panic when they witnessed what was happening. A Divine fire consumed the 250 incense offerers. G-d tells Moshe to tell Elazar b. Aharon to collect the fire-pans and scatter the burning coals. The copper from the pans was to be used to plate the Altar as a reminder that a non-Kohen must not attempt to usurp the Kohen's authority. 


The next day the People, fearing retribution, complained against Moshe for killing (part of) G-d's Nation. G-d's Cloud descended upon the Ohel Mo'ed and Moshe and Aharon went there for instructions. 


[SDT] The earth not only swallowed Korach's gang, but their possessions as well. The message, says IMREI SHEFER, is that one's wealth often causes a person to be arrogant. This, in turn, leads sometimes to challenging authority. The people's possessions were not innocent bystanders, so to speak, to Korach's rebellion.


Note that in Korach's rebellion we see not only two punishments, but two very different kinds of punishments, which, in turn, reflect on the type of sin. Datan and Aviram and their ilk were plunged down into the bowels of the Earth. But the 250 K'toret-offerers, they were honorable people. They were godly. The Torah testifies to that when we are first introduced to them. They honestly believed that they were making proper offerings to G-d. Otherwise, they would not have risked their lives. They must have been surprised to have failed! Their sin was reaching TOO high towards the Divine. And their punishment was to be struck down by Divine fire (as had been Nadav and Avihu).


Rabbi Yaakov Moshe Poupko has a very interesting theory that explains Korach's rebellion. It does not apply to Datan and Aviram and their kind - they would challenge G-d and Moshe for any or no reason. But Korach (perhaps) and the 250 prominent individuals who joined him, they might have been thinking the following:


Moshe was chosen by G-d to lead the people. True. And he will always be on a higher level than the rest of us. We, not G-d, elevated Moshe even higher. We decided that we did not want to hear the "Voice of G-d" anymore and we requested that Moshe tell us what G-d wants of us, and we will comply. G-d spoke to all of Israel. That was the plan. And that put all of Israel on the level of prophecy. With Moshe as the chief prophet. We forfeited our direct communication with G-d, and we made Moshe the ONLY prophet. (Let's not complicate the issue with the 70 elders who shared of Moshe's prophecy, like a candle that lights others.)


The Gemara says that the "deal" that the People of Israel made at Sinai concerning not having direct communication from G-d, was an irrevocable, forever deal. Korach wanted to change his mind. Perhaps he was no longer confident that Moshe could actually bring the People into Eretz Yisra'el, after the whole Meraglim fiasco. The merit of this theory is that it balances the motivations of Korach's gang. Datan and Aviram were BAD. The K'toret bringers were not necessarily so. Probably not.





R'VI'I - Fourth Aliya - 7 p'sukim (17:9-15) 


Once again G-d "suggests" that He destroy the People. This time Moshe does not plead with G-d on their behalf but immediately instructs Aharon to burn incense on coals from the Altar and that he should pass among the People to stop the plague that had already begun. This quick action stopped the plague which had already claimed 14,700 lives, not counting those who perished in the Korach incident. 


Sometimes, in times of trouble, Moshe prays to G-d extensively. His prayer after the Sin of the Golden Calf is an example of long prayer. We can even say that it was a prayer that lasted 40 days. When Miriam was stricken with Tzora'at, Moshe uttered to short 5-word (11 letter) prayer for her wellbeing - KEIL NA R'FA NA LAH. And at this point in Korach, Moshe senses that prayer will not work - swift action is called for.


The Torah speaks of the 10 times we "tried G-d's patience" in the Midbar. This is one of the items we are supposed to always remember. Pirkei Avot (5th perek) mentions this among its series of tens. Let's take a look at three of the times - the Sin of the Golden Calf, the Sin of the Spies, and Korach's rebellion.


CHEIT HA'EIGEL resulted in the deaths of the actual perpetrators (3000 men), but the rest of the People were basically forgiven after Moshe's pleading. The spies themselves were killed, the adult male population was banned from entry into Eretz Yisrael, and were to die out in the course of the 40 years of wandering. It might not sound like it, but the people were basically forgiven for this too (but with harsher punishment). 


In contrast, the 250 incense offerers were consumed by fire, Korach, Datan and Aviram and their people, households, and possessions were swallowed up by the Earth, and for complaining in the aftermath of the Korach rebellion, a plague erupted and claimed 14,700 lives "on the spot". The plague was "contained" by Moshe's swift actions. A heavy price was paid for the Korach fiasco.


Combining different ideas in the commentaries, we can suggest the following: The Sin of the Golden Calf represents sins against G-d. He can be, and often is, most forgiving for that kind of sin. The sin of the spies was an affront to Eretz Yisrael. This, so to speak, G-d considered a graver sin, and was less forgiving. Korach's rebellion was directed against Moshe. It was a BEIN ADAM L'CHAVEIRO issue. These are the kinds of sins that G-d is least willing to forgive.


The same observation has been made in comparing the Flood, which came as a result of a breakdown in society, with the Tower of Babel, where people united to rebel against G-d. The punishment was much less severe in that case. 





CHAMISHI - Fifth Aliya - 9 p'sukim (17:16-24) 


G-d tells Moshe to speak to the People and take a staff from each of the tribal leaders, the staff to be inscribed with the leader's name. The name of Aharon was to be inscribed on the staff representing the tribe of Levi. The staffs were to be placed in the Ohel Mo'ed. The person whom G-d shall choose, his staff shall blossom; this manifestation of G-d's choice shall hopefully put an end to the complaints and confusion of the People. The People did as instructed and the staffs were placed in the "Tent of Testimony" overnight. On the following day Aharon's staff had blossomed. Moshe showed the staffs to the People and each tribe took its staff back. 


G'MATRIYA from L'Ora shel Torah by R. Yaakov Auerbach z"l


Here is a numeric confirmation of the role of the kohanim as representatives of all of Israel. Shmot 28:1 - Bring close to you Aharon your brother and his sons with him from among the People of Israel, to serve Me. The g'matriya of that pasuk is 3166. So is the total of the g'matriyas of of the names of the 12 sons of Yaakov - Reuven, Shimon, Levi, Yehuda, Yissachar, Zevulun, Dan, Naftali, Gad...





SHISHI - Sixth Aliya - 24 p'sukim (17:25-18:20) 


G-d tells Moshe to return Aharon's staff to the Mishkan as a reminder to the People not to rebel or complain. Moshe does as instructed. The People express their feelings of despondency and fear of Divine punishment for their various lapses. G-d reiterates that the Kohanim and Leviyim hold special positions and have the responsibility to avoid risking their lives by overstepping their bounds.


Leviyim are required to guard the Mikdash [388]. (Honor guard)


[In fact, there were 24 watchposts, 21 of which were manned by Leviyim; three were within the Temple and were manned by Kohanim.] 


Kohanim and Leviyim are forbidden to perform each others sacred tasks [389]. A non-Kohen/Levi may not work in the Temple [390]. It is forbidden to disregard the obligations of the Temple honor-guard [391]. 


The Torah next lists several gifts that are given to the Kohen - the meat of certain korbanot, t'ruma, bikurim, consecrated objects, the firstborn of kosher farm animals and the redemption/exchange for a firstborn donkey. Firstborn humans are to be redeemed for 5 silver shekels [392]. 


Firstborn cow/goat/sheep may not be redeemed [393], but must be brought as a korban within a year (if unfit for the Altar, the b'chor is the possession of the kohen without restrictions). All gifts of the kehuna (24 in number) are for Aharon and his descendants in perpetuity. However, the Kohen does not receive a portion of land in Israel. (This is the basis of the complex intertwined relationship between kohen and non-kohen.) 


Note that there are more mitzvot mentioned here than are numbered among the 613. The ones not numbered are counted elsewhere in the Torah, and are referred to here in the context of that which is due the kohen in exchange for his service and life-role.


Speaking of firstborns...


Three kinds of firstborns. Human firstborns MUST be redeemed. Even though the text of Pidyon HaBen calls for the kohen to ask the father of the baby which he prefers, his son or the 5 silver coins, the father may not opt for the money.


The firstborn of a donkey SHOULD be redeemed, but there is a fallback mitzva, frowned upon but nonetheless on the books and available.


The firstborn of a kosher domesticated farm animal (cow, goat, sheep) MAY NOT be redeemed.


No other firstborns have sanctity and mitzvot associated with them. Not horse or camel, not deer and antelope, not cat or dog or bird, etc. In other words, we do not generalize these mitzvot by saying that the Torah was just using an example.





SH'VI'I - Seventh Aliya - 12 p'sukim (18:21-32) 


The Levi is to receive tithe (1/10 of the produce) from all Israelites. (The 10% is to be taken AFTER the T'ruma was taken off for the Kohen, which is about 2%.) This is his due in exchange for this work in the Mikdash. 


Leviyim also do not receive land; their role is that of a spiritual functionary. They receive Ma'aser in lieu of a portion of land. (They also had 48 cities designated by the Tribes, for them to live in.) The service of the Leviyim in the Mikdash constitutes a positive mitzva [394]. So too it is a mitzva to give Ma'aser Rishon to a Levi [395]. In turn, the Levi is commanded to give a l/10 of his tenth to a kohen [396]. This is known as t'rumat ma'aser or ma'aser min hama'aser. This mitzva is performed in a technical way nowadays in Eretz Yisrael to permit the balance of the produce to us. 


Last 3 p'sukim are reread for Maftir.


Aharon's rod gave forth SH'KEIDIM, almonds.


300+100+4+10+40=454. Chashmona'im = 8+300+40+6+50+1+10+40=455. They came forth from Aharon. (Baal HaTurim doesn't mind ±1)





Haftara - 24 p'sukim - Shmuel Alef 11:14-12:22


Towards the end of Shmuel HaNavi's "career", he renews the kingship of Shaul HaMelech, but he reminds the people that it is a bad idea to have a king. He also recounts some of the backsliding and punishments of the people from the time of Moshe (this is a major connection to the sedra), and challenges the people to impugn his behavior over the years.This too has a parallel to Moshe's being upset that the people would rebel against him after all he did for them. Striking among the common points between sedra and Haftara is the invoking of a miracle to "back up" his credentials. The unexpected violent storm, then, parallels in a way, the flowering stick.





T'CHEILET - The Biblical Blue


Last week's TT contained some points about T'cheilet. The parsha of Tzitzit which ended Sh'lach, is followed by the Midrash that Korach dressed his gang in garments made completely of T'cheilet-dyed wool, and taunted Moshe with questions meant to question his authority. Here, and on the next page are some of the things that the next great Moshe (Rambam) wrote about Tzitzit in general and T'cheilet in particular. 


Tzitzit consists of white strings and the T'cheilet string. The white strings can be made of wool or linen or of the same material as the garment to which the Tzitzit are being attached. They can be white or the same color as the garment to which they are being attached. For example, an orange colored cotton garment (4-cornered) can have "white" strings of wool or linen or cotton, and they can be white or orange. the P'til T'cheilet, however, can be made of wool only, and must, of course, be colored T'cheilet.


The BEGED SHE'KULO T'CHEILET, of Korach fame, does indeed require Tzitzit. The white strings must be white, so that they contrast with the one string of T'cheilet. This is the exception to the above rule. Red can have red "white" strings, and green, green. Purple, purple, and chartreuse can have chartreuse strings. But a T'cheilet garments whites must be white. If no proper T'cheilet dye is available, then a blue garment can have blue Tzitzit. But if there is T'cheilet, then only white can be used for the white strings (as above).


Korach didn't seem to be interested in the answers to his question, but maybe you are.


If you have any T'cheilet-related questions, try the website of the AMUTA...


www.virtual.co.il/orgs/orgs/tekhelet/


(orgs twice is not a typo - it's necessary) The site is nicely organized, very educational, and - I think - inspirational, as well. Even a touch of humor. T'cheilet is a very special mitzva that is once again within our grasp. GO FOR IT!





NCSY B'YISRAEL NEWS


Camp registration is coming to an end. We want to thank all our loyal supporters, as well as newcomers to NCSY, for signing up.


Camp Dror is fully booked (We aren't always last-minute-people). And, while registration for the new Torani Camp is still open for its August session, we are accepting only a very small group, so if you are interested, we recommend you sign up quickly. We are also happy to report that the Kollel in Kharkov is once again fully registered and is closed. As a spin-off of the Kollel in Kharkov program, we are exploring a new variation of the "roots" route. How does Fez, Morocco sound? Maybe next summer... Stay tuned.





MEANING IN MITZVOT by Rabbi Asher Meir


Each week we discuss one familiar halakhic practice and try to  show its beauty and meaning. The columns are based on the commentary "Meaning in Mitzvot" on the Kitzur Shulchan Arukh, which is serialized on Yeshivat Har Etzion's "Virtual Beit Midrash", www.vbm-torah.org. Subscribers are learning Coming shiurim include Rosh Chodesh and Yom Tov.


PIDYON HABEN (REDEMPTION OF THE FIRST BORN)


The mitzvah of pidyon haben, mentioned at the end of our parsha (Bamidbar 18:15), is the subject of a scintillating Chassidic exposition in the teachings of Rav Nachman of Breslav, as explicated by his disciple Rav Natan Sternhartz in Likutei Halakhot. Rav Nachman's approach uncovers a hidden meaning in the momentous events of the Exodus, and gives us a new insight into the role of the Jewish people.


Chassidic thought discerns an active aspect in creation, associated with the transmission of a seed or potential for growth and development, and a passive aspect which enables the realization of this potential by accepting and nurturing it. G-d's presence is manifest in the world when these two capacities are properly matched and lead to the propagation - that is the conception, birth and development - of holiness in the world. But without HaShem's active influence, there is no growth; the material world in itself is essentially sterile.


The first-born, as the inauguration and initiation of this process of propagation, naturally symbolizes the essence of the process. 


But the sad truth is that the creation does not always acknowledge its sacred Progenitor. The essentially sterile material world, which owes all its growth and development to the spiritual influx from HaShem, sometimes declares independence and arrogantly claims mastery over creation. Its favored target is the "first-born", which symbolizes the power of propagation which is in fact completely lacking from this world, as this power is totally dependent on HaShem.


One of the most audacious attempts at this fraud was the sale of Yosef, who was the first-born of Rachel, Yaakov's primary wife. Yosef was also a tzaddik, one who staunchly maintains his connection with the higher world of holiness; his dreams indicated the proper order of creation, where all creatures would bow down and acknowledge the supremacy of righteousness. (Bereshit 37:7, 37:9.)


Yosef was sold for twenty silver pieces into slavery in Egypt (Bereshit 37:28), the ancient world's outstanding example of thralldom to the flesh, where he faced the most strenuous temptations which sought to sever his connection to holiness and modesty. Eventually, as the first-born, he was the vanguard of the entire family of Israel, all of whom entered the exile of Egypt and faced the resolute efforts of sterile materiality to enslave and extinguish the flowering of holiness.


In the end, our Jewish commitment to righteousness and chastity succeeded in completely overcoming this danger. Egypt did not overcome Israel, who are HaShem's first-born (Shemot 4:22); rather, Egypt's first-born were wiped out. And rather than falling into the hands of the wealth of Egypt, the wealth of Egypt fell into our hands! (Shemot 12:36.) We emptied Egypt of its riches - symbolizing our ability to subordinate our material desires and exploit the treasures of this world in the service of holiness. We took the remains of Yosef with us, symbolizing the utter failure of the carnality of Egypt to ensnare us in the slightest degree. (Shemot 13:19.)


However, the Exodus was only a battle in our continuing and unrelenting war against subordination to material desires, a war which will end only in the time of the final redemption. We have to constantly demonstrate that our "first-born", our power of growth and renewal, comes solely from HaShem. The redemption from the Kohen suggests that the first-born in effect "belongs" to the Kohen, who represents devotion to G-d's service. [It seems that this is particularly important since the sin of the golden calf, where some of the first-born showed that they were still liable to succumb to the rule of gold, of riches. But the tribe of Levi completely resisted this temptation.]


We redeem our first-born from the Kohen for five selaim which are twenty gerah, recalling the twenty silver pieces for which Yosef was sold. (Bamidbar 18:16.) The money which we received from the merchants, who epitomize subordination to earthly concerns, is now given to the Kohen, who epitomize the subordination of earthly concerns to holiness.


We can discern a similar message in the mitzvot pertaining to the first-born of the chamor (donkey), which represents chomer, materiality. We have the ability to redeem the material world by giving its exchange to the Kohen, symbolizing its subordination to holiness; if we are unable to redeem it in this way then we have no choice but to destroy it. (Shemot 13:13.) 


(Based on Likutei Halakhot on pidyon bekhor and pidyon peter chamor; see also Igrot Rayah 555.)


Rabbi Meir is in the process of writing a monumental companion to Kitzur Shulchan Aruch which beautifully presents the meanings in our mitzvot and halacha. Rabbi Meir is now directing the Jewish Business Response Forum at the Center for Business Ethics and Social Responsibility, Jerusalem College of Technology - Machon Lev. The forum aims to help business people run their firms according to Torah, by obtaining prompt, relevant responses to their questions. He has taught at the Israel Center, and IY"H will again do so.





From Hasidic Wisdom by Simcha Raz (Elkins/Elkins)


People who are worthless, but who are aware of their worthlessness, are better than virtuous people who are aware of their virtue. - The Seer of Lublin


Some people recite words of Torah to reach the seventh Heaven. I think one should recite the Torah to reach the center of the listener. - Rabbi Menachem Mendel of Kotzk





B"H YOM YOM from Day by Day in Jewish History by Rabbi Abraham P. Bloch z"l


[26 Sivan] Yahrzeit of Rabbi Yitzchak b. Chaim, head of the Volozhin Yeshiva, 1849.


[June 29] British arrested 100 leaders of the Yishuv on the "Black Sabbath", 1946. --0-- Nazis murdered the male Jews of Drobian, Lithuania, 1941. --0-- Crusaders massacred the Jews of Mehr, 1096. 


[27 Sivan] End of Miriam's confinement in the Midbar. --0-- The Romans stormed the Samaritan stronghold on Har Gerizim and killed 11,600 people, 67ce. --0-- Rabbi Chanina b. T'radyon, one of Asara Harugei Malchut, was burned at the stake. Rabbi Akiva was imprisoned. 132ce. --0-- Second expulsion of Jews from France, 1322. --0-- Purim of Florence, celebrating escape from massacre, 1790. --0-- Memorial day for Lithuanian Jewry.


[June 30] In 1294, the Jewish community of Berne, Switzerland forfeited all financial claims against non-Jews, and then were expelled from the country. --0-- The Jewish comminuty of Morgentheim, Austria was massacred, 1298. --0-- Henry Ford retracted and apologized for the publication of the Protocols of the Elders of Zion, 1927. --0-- The last British armed forces left Israel, 1948. 


[28 Sivan] Bnei Yisra'el arrived in Midbar Paran. --0-- Slobodka Yeshiva closed its doors, 1941.


[July 1] Titus set up battering rams to assault the walls of Jerusalem, 70c.e. --0-- Russian Jews granted permission to print Jewish books, 1862. --0-- Pogrom in Jassy, the cradle of Rumanian anti-Semitism claimed 5000 Jewish lives, 1941. --0-- First Jew to lose his life in the American Revolution, 1776. --0-- Sir Herbert Samuel became first British High-Commissioner of Palestine, 1920. (The dedication of what street took place in his presence?) --0-- Jews of Lithuania received a Charter of Privilege, 1388.


[29 Sivan] Moshe sent the Meraglim to survey Eretz Yisrael. (Of which Jews in Chutz LaAretz read on the day before - this year). --0-- Follow the contrast: Chovevei Tzion was founded in America, 1897. Six years later, same date, Russia banned all Zionist meetings, 1903. --0-- Germany occupied Kovno and Vilna, 1941. 


[July 2] Nazi-instigated pogrom claimed many Jewish lives in Lvov, 1941. --0-- Chumash with Ramban first published in 1490.


[30 Sivan] Residence tax on Hungarian Jews was abolished, 1846. --0-- Numerous Jews were killed in a pogrom at Jassy, Rumania, 1941. 


[July 3] Pogrom in Bialystock, 1903.


[1 Tammuz] Yaakov and family went down to Mitzrayim (according to one source. This would be the establishment of the first voluntary Jewish settlement outside of Eretz Yisrael). --0-- Many Jews were killed by a riotous mob in Seville, 1391. The riots spread throughout Spain. --0-- Yahrzeit of Rabbi Shlomo Kluger, 1869. --0-- Massacre of 2300 Lithuanian Jews by Lithuanians, 1941. 


[July 4] Pogrom in Kielce, Poland, first post Nazi massacre of the Jews, 1946. --0-- Catherine II of Russia restricted the area where Jews were permitted to trade, 1794. --0-- RAID AT ENTEBBE, 1976. --0-- The non-Jewish owner of a building used as a shul was burned at the stake, 1632. --0-- American Independence was declared on 17th of Tammuz, 1776. --0-- 41 Jews were burned at the stake in Brelau, 1453. The remainder of the Jewish population was expelled.


[2 Tammuz] Rabbi Shmuel b. Yechiel of Cologne was killed by Crusaders, 1096. Earthquake hits Eretz yisrael, 1927.


[July 5] The then 50-year old Jewish community of the Belgian Congo, consisting of 2500 Jews fled in the wake of riots which followed independence, 1960. --0-- The Knesset passed a law granting every Jew the absolute right to settle in Israel, 1950. --0-- The Pope decreed against blood-ritual charges, 1247. (It seems that the decree was ignored.) --0-- Another pope banned forced baptisim of Jews, 1345. (This decree was overturned by subsequent pope's in 1597 and 1747 - and probably by others at other times as well.)


[3 Tammuz] Yehoshua "commanded" the Sun and the Moon to stand still. --0-- Here's a repeat from last week (its secular date - this is commonly done in this column, but mention is being made now to focus attention at what might strike you as absurd, and yet...): Rabbi Menashe b. Yisrael petitioned for permission to practice Judaism in England. Permission was granted by the Council of State, 1656. --0-- Yahrzeit of Rabbi Bernard Illowy, 1871. A staunch opponent of the Reform movement, he was the first Orthodox rabbi with a PhD from Europe to settle in the U.S. --0-- 1500 Jews of Kovno and 11,000 Jews in Kishinev were killed, 1941.


[July 6] President Roosevelt called for an international conference to consider the "displaced persons" problem, 1938. The negligible results highlight the passive role the Western world in the face of the Nazis. --0-- The first 14 members of BILU arrived at Yaffa port, 1882. --0-- Bendin (Poland) ghetto uprising, 1942.





The Gemara tells us that Rabbi Chanina b. Dosa, when he prayed on behalf a sick individual, he was able to say, "this one will live or this one will die". He was asked how he could tell and he answered that it depended upon whether his prayer flowed freely from his mouth or not. 


The ROKEI'ACH cites Parshat Korach as the precedent for this. When G-d said He would destroy the people because of Korach, Moshe and Aharon "fell on their faces" and said "if one person sins, will you get angry at all the people?". Subsequently, they again "fell on their faces", but this time, no prayer came from their lips. Moshe immediately knew that "the plague has already begun".





From the Desk of the Director


Parshat Korach reminds us of the axiom that power corrupts and that absolute power corrupts absolutely. So, while Jewish tradition encourages communal leadership, it is consistently cognizant of the human tendency to abuse authority. The Torah warns the mortal king to avoid excesses, and the spiritually elevated prophets had consistently to bring the kings of Israel to task. In Perek, Shemayah advises: "Love work, hate lordship, and seek no intimacy with the ruling power."


In our society, we tend to look up to power; we are awed by power; we are swayed by power. Yet our commentators remind us that the "king" is but a concession to human weakness. The misuse of power for popular or political reasons - as in the case of King Saul - is also an example of human frailty.


Rav Soloveitchik noted that Parshat Korach teaches us that, ultimately, rulership is divinely endowed. It is, in fact, an extension of the pure godly attribute, "Lecha Hashem Hamamlacha" - 'To you Hashem belongs the kingdom.' The Rav recalls the distrust that 'Melech Elyon,' the Heavenly King has of 'Melech Evyon,' the earthly king.


Of course, the real distinction lies in the difference between "rulership" and "leadership." In Jewish Tradition Moshe, our leader, is also Moshe Rabbeinu, our teacher whose sanctity and status derive from spiritual endowment. May we all be blessed with such leaders.


Sincerely yours,


Menachem Persoff, Director, Israel Center





ParshaPix


Upper left is a split-ground earthquake scene. Upper middle is a fire. If one were to ask, how did Korach and his gang meet their end, "getting swallowed by the Earth" would be only partially correct. The 250 incense offerers were killed by fire. And there is a question as to exactly what happened to Korach. Some sources say that his end was a combination of both punishments.


Upper right is a guard at his post; this refers to the obligation of the Leviyim to do SH'MIRA in the Beit HaMikdash area. Actually, the Leviyim stood guard on Har HaBayit (the Temple Mount) and outside the AZARA, the courtyard of the Mikdash. They manned 21 posts, and there were 3 posts in different rooms of the Beit HaMikdash complex that were manned by Kohanim.


The 5 coins are for Pidyon HaBen, one of the mitzvot of Parshat Korach.


In the center of the PIX are the barren staffs of the tribes surrounding the flowering staff of Aharon (of Levi). 


Lower center is a gift, representing the gifts of the Kohen and Levi which are enumerated in the sedra. 


Lower left is an example of one of the MATNOT K'HUNA. It stands for the tenth part of the tenth part that the Levi must give to a kohen from the Maaser he receives (from Yisra'eilim). 


Which brings us to the lower right and a lamb in a baby carriage, which refers to the topic of B'CHOR B'HEIMA T'HORA. The aspect of this topic in Korach is the prohibition of redeeming (attempting to redeem) the animal.


There are many "uses" of ParshaPix, but the most common uses they seem to be put is as a Parshat HaShavua discussion starter for family and guests around the Shabbat table. Perhaps between the gefilte fish and the main course someone opens TT to page 3 and asks the youngster next to him what he sees. Well, what do you think Korach was trying to do? Or, why do you think we gives gifts to the Kohen and the Levi? Take it from there.





NESTO - New English-Speaking Teen Olim (and others) - REPORT...


We had the privilege to listen to Ahuva Gray tell her story of becoming a Jew by Choice two weeks ago, and how she made the critical decision to embrace Judaism as well as make aliyah to Bayit Vegan. NESTOites had the opportunity to engage Ms. Gray in an informal question and answer session both before and after her presentation, and were impressed with the commitment that she has shown toward following through with her goals in life.


This past Thursday night, a room full of NESTOites gathered over bagels and cream cheese to discuss future programming for NESTO, and what the ultimate goals are for the organization. The ideas and advice that the teens offered will form the basis for programming in the upcoming year.


Final hatzlacha to all the kids who are taking their final bagrut this Friday morning.


Be sure to read this column next week to catch the details of our end-of-the-year Shabbaton in Beit Shemesh.


To those participating this Shabbat in the NESTO End-of-Year SHABBATON - Have a great time!





TTriddles


Last week's TTriddles.


[1] Who/what/where/is/are K'RUS-P'DIN?


[2] Whose were curved rather than angled and dotted?


[3] The alliterative forbear, pop & son.


[4] They shared a mission and initials.


[5] Let's call a spade a spade.


[6] No title, name - here; title, no name - there.


[7] From sendee to sender.


[8] Find K+A-P for F and O&W.


[9] Before San Francisco and New York.


[10] 13 months pregnancy?


[11] The big head is a hand or a Jew.


And [12] which was hiding in the ParshaPix:





From the top.


[1] K'RUS-P'DIN are Tzitzit (see Onkeles).


[2] In the listing of the Meraglim at the beginning of the sedra, there is a common TRUP pattern of ZAKEIF KATAN, an angle and a pair of dots, for the words L'MATEI YEHUDA... The only two Meraglim that are different are Menashe's and Efrayim's, where the TRUP is MERCHA TIPCHA, "curved as opposed to angled and dotted"


[3] Alliteration, in case you've forgotten, is Great green globs... As applied to the Meraglim, only Yissachar gives us the same initial letter for Shevet (forbear), and ploni b. ploni, viz. L'matei Yissachar, Yig'al b. Yosef.


[4] Also from the names of the Meraglim come Gadi b. Susi and Gadi'el b. Sodi - they share initials and a mission.


[5] This was the weakest one, in retrospect, but it was meant to point to the comment of the Vilna Gaon that the place from where the Meraglim took the Eshkol of grapes and which they named Eshkol, was previously called Eshkol. He bases his comment on the variant spellings of ESHKOL in the pasuk. Like calling a spade a spade.


[6] Here (in Israel) we read the 3rd perek of Avot, which begins with the mishna of Akavya, no title but a name. There, in Chutz LaAretz, they began their perek with RABBI (R. Yehuda HaNasi) - a title, but no name.


[7] Yehoshua went from being a sendee in the sedra to being the sender of spies in the Haftara.


[8] K is for Keves, A for Ayil, P for Par, F for flour, O&W is oil and wine. K,A,P respectively were accompanied by 1,2, and 3 tenth of an Eifa of flour. K+A-P=0. For oil and wine, the amounts are 1/4, 1/3, and 1/2. K+A-P = 1/12.


[9] Before SF and NY, the Giants lived (and played baseball?) in Hevron.


[10] My favorite, but a real hard one, so it seems. At the Seder, 9 are the months of pregnancy and 13 are the Divine attributes. In Sh'lach, there are 9 Divine Attributes. Does that mean 13 months of pregnancy if we edit ECHAD MI YODEI'A?


[11] The big head is the large initial letter of Yigdal. Yud - Yad - Yid.


[12] And finally, a throwback to the original PPPs, now referred to as a visual TTriddle. I'm not giving the sol'n. I challenge you to solve it.


RHM submitted a partial. So did DM. Rehovot Klavan & Co. had a nice sol'n set (CD), as did WMEISNER@shaalvim (CD). Be in touch.


This week's Ttriddles are...


[1] PPP of this week, next week, and the one after.


[2] Considered Gainsborough's most famous portrait.


[3] Sacred recycling, twice 29.


[4] Up and down for Yitzhar.


[5] This kid yes, that kid no.


[6] Avraham, Moshe, Kalev, Bnei Yisra'el


[7] It's like the last row in checkers


[8] Whether it's like the Security Service or like the City of the Avot makes no difference.


[9] Powers not delagated to the United States by the Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the States, are reserved to the States...


and [10] is the graphic from the ParshaPix of TT#424 - Shlach.





THE JERUSALEM INSTITUTE OF JEWISH LAW 


Rabbi Emanuel Quint, Dean 


Lesson # 43 The trial - Who may be witnesses (part 2)


Continuing the laws of who may be eligible witnesses, we come to the subject of individuals who may testify. Each paragraph succinctly discusses another type of person, the subject being italicized:


The proselyte may act as a witness and testify regarding occurrences he witnessed after his conversion. However, he may not testify to an event that he witnessed before he became a proselyte. 


A bastard may be a witness. This is not a person born out of wedlock, as he is called in many societies. The term has specific reference to one of the two following situations. In very general terms, a bastard is (1) A child conceived of an incestuous cohabitation. (2) A child conceived by a married woman from a man not her husband. 


A person who is totally blind may not testify. This is true even in a case in which Beth Din knows that he can recognize voices. A person who is blind in one eye is eligible as a witness. 


A person becomes an adult to testify the same time that he is a bar mitzvah, that is, he has attained the age of 13 years and a day. If younger, he may not testify even if he is highly intelligent and educated. A person may not testify after attaining majority regarding things he witnessed when he was a minor. There are some exceptions. The minor may testify, together with an adult, on the authenticity of his father's signature or that of his brother or his teacher. The minor and an adult who witnessed the wedding of a previously unmarried woman may testify when he reaches adulthood (together with the other adult witness) that it was indeed the woman's first marriage. There is a difference between the amount the estate has to pay to the widow of the decedent, if the wife was previously married or if she was not previously married. Since the wedding took place many years before the death of the husband, there is no independent testimony, except for one person who witnessed the wedding as a child and another adult who also witnessed the wedding. The case before the Beth Din places the widow against the other heirs of the estate. Of course if the widow produces the kethubah then the question is moot, since the kethubah would have the stipulated amount. All of the foregoing rules regarding the minor are only a guide to Beth Din, which must decide each case as it sees fit.


The role of the woman as a witness is discussed by me in the Appendix to Volume 1. The appendix is called "The Role of the Woman in the Beth Din System." One whose sex is unknown may not testify. The person may be a woman. Similarly a hermaphrodite may not testify.


Regarding the role of an intoxicated person as a witness, the law is that a drunk may not testify. If a person had some intoxicating drink, he may testify if Beth Din deems him fit to testify. He may not testify to a matter that he witnessed while he was drunk.


A gentile may not be a witness in a trial in Beth Din.


The mentally deficient person may not be a witness. The Beth Din must decide in each case whether the person is so mentally deficient that his witnessing of the event and his testifying about the event are meaningless. The inordinately foolish who are not able to distinguish between contradictory matters and do not understand things as persons of normal intelligence do, may not testify. Persons who are unduly impulsive and are quick to judge and who act like madmen are in the category of mentally deficient. Beth Din must decide each situation as it deems appropriate.


A deaf-mute may not testify. A speaking deaf person may not testify because he cannot hear the judges and their admonitions. A hearing mute may not testify because he is required to give oral testimony. A person who has lost his speech may not testify in writing even if he was tested and found competent in a matter that allows him to testify if he were to divorce his wife. However, he may testify to enable a woman to remarry. There are cases in which the only evidence that a woman may have to enable her to remarry is based on the testimony of a person who has lost his speech, as for example of he witnessed the death of her husband. The exception was made to prevent the woman from being perpetually unable to remarry. My experience has been that in practice the Beth Din may accept the testimony of all those in this paragraph, usually with the consent of the parties. 


An epileptic may not testify while he is having a seizure. If the Beth Din is satisfied as to his capacity, then he may testify while he is not having a seizure about a matter that he witnessed while he was not having a seizure. The foregoing applies to any other types of illness that leaves a person capable at certain times and not at others. 


If a person was a deaf-mute or mentally deficient or totally blind when he acquired the evidence, then he may not testify even after he regained his ability to hear or speak, or after he regained his mental ability, or after he regained his eyesight, respectively. In the converse situations, he may also not testify. However, if he was able to hear and speak, and able to see, and was mentally sufficient and was also in such state when he came to testify, then he may testify even if in the interim he became a deaf-mute or blind or mentally deficient. 


All of the foregoing rules generally apply even if there are no other eligible persons to testify.


There is an exception if the occurrence took place in a location frequented only by women, such as the women's section of the synagogue. In such a case, women can testify to the basic facts of the occurrence. For example, the synagogue was crowded and two women fought over a seat and one woman hit the other and bruised her. The bruised woman sues the assaulting woman in Beth Din. Only women who were in the women's section can testify as to what happened. 


A minor may testify as to events that took place in the classroom. An example would be of student molestation by his teacher. Unfortunately this is not such a rare occurrence nowadays.


A woman or a minor can testify that a Sage was assaulted or insulted or as to other spontaneous disputes or fights. It is obvious that one cannot prepare witnesses for a spontaneous event. 


Beth Din has broad discretion in all of these matters. The more worldly experience the judges have the more latitude they have to permit testimony of these witnesses for whatever the testimony is worth. 


The subject matter of this lesson is more fully discussed in Volume 1, Chapter 35 of A Restatement of Rabbinic Civil Law by E. Quint and on sale at local Judaica bookstores. 


Address questions to quint@inter.net.il





TIYULIM


LAST CALL


Friday, July 7th, 8:30am to 1:00pm - Half-day Guided Tiyul


Hebron • Kiryat Arba • Kever Rachel


90NIS for members (105 for non-members)


The next two scheduled Friday Hebron-KiryatArba-KeverRachel tiyulim are on Fridays, July 21st and August 4th





TIYUL HOTLINE 500-3333 ext. 211. As soon as your call (500-3333) is answered (with Israel Center, Shalom), press 211


Every have difficulty reaching us or leaving a message concerning a TIYUL?


Yes, you say? Hard to believe. But the following might make things easier next time. Our phone number is (02) 500-3333. If all you want to do is leave a TIYUL-RELATED message, press 211 as soon as your call is answered, and leave a message on the TIYUL HOTLINE. We check for messages on that line often. Or, you can press 204. Then you can leave a message for Ita Rochel (which is the same as leaving a message on 211, since she's the one who checks 211 messages), or you might actually be able to talk to Ita Rochel. Or, you can press 0 and talk to a staff member (assuming someone is in). See how easy? We await your call.





New, improved 1-day trip to the Golan      


Monday, July 10th - Leaving Center at 7:45am sharp, returning 8:00pm (approx.) 


Expert guide with us all the way (not just in the Golan) namely, MICHAEL LESSANS


Lookouts over the Kineret and Syria. Drive-through and explanations of various settlements. Meet local residents. GAMLA observation park. GOLAN WINERY. Late lunch (Mehadrin)


136NIS p.p. (150 non-members). Bring snacks (or buy), shoes for walking (not strenuous)


The 1-day Golan date after this one: Wednesday, August 2nd with Danny Erlich, and then another IY"H on Wednesday, August 16th with Michael Lessans





Western Galil Overnight - MONDAY, JULY 17th. Leave Israel Center at 8:30am. Zichron Yaakov including the Ramat HaNadiv Gardens. Carmel Mountain range, Daliyat Hacarmel - Druze Village. Bet She'arim, ancient Jewish town from Mishnaic times. Lochamei Hageta'ot Yad La Yeled Museum, Memorial to the 1.5 million children killed during the Holocaust. Check into Shlomi Guest House. See the sunset, tour & ride the Cable Car at Rosh Hanikra. Dinner and Evening Activity


TUESDAY, JULY 18th - Breakfast in Shlomi. Tour of Nahariya. Tour of Akko including the Tunisian Synagogue, Akko Prison, Ramban Synagogue, Old City, Napoleon's Hill. Stop for lunch - on your own. Tour of Natzeret Elite. Plus surprise visit. Return to J'lem 6:00-7:00pm


Guide: FEIGA KAHANA


500NIS per person (non-members add 30NIS)





Moadon Sanhedria presents... (for men and women) - 4-day Health Seminar at Yad Binyamin Guest House - MON thru THU, July 31 - August 3, '00


Live & Learn the Joys of Macrobiotics


Expert lectures & demonstrations by leading authorities on many aspects of healthy living: Nutrition, Reflexology, Cooking, Medicinal Herbs, Exercise... MORE


888NIS p.p. dbl. occ. (single suppl. available) for members of the Moadon or the Center


Call Ruth Brand, (02) 53 53 973, 053-589576 or Shulamit (02) 58 119 58








OU/NCSY ISRAEL CENTER


10 Straus St., POB 37015, Jerusalem 91370


Phone: (02) 500 3333  


  Fax: (02) 538 5186


email: tt@ou.org or philch@virtual.co.il


Torah Tidbits website: www.ou.org/torah/tt


Arutz-7, 98.7FM, 711AM, THU 10:08-11:00pm


Live and archived on www.a7.org


Union of Orthodox Jewish Congregations of America


National Conference of Synagogue Youth


Printed in house at the Israel Center








DASH CHAM - Gift Baskets for all Occasions


What to show someone how much you really, really, really care about them?


Know someone who just made Aliya? Or gave birth? Or is about to graduate? Or changed jobs? Or has a "special" birthday coming up? Or is just a very special friend with no special occasion?


DashCham brings geographically separated family and friends a lot closer


Birthday Baskets, Baby Baskets, Pamper Her Baskets, Shabbos Baskets, Mazal Tov Baskets, Student Baskets, "No special reason" baskets


Call 672-2355 for all occasions... or none


Fax: 02 672 4673  


  www.dashcham.com
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TT 425 - SHABBAT PARSHAT KORACH (SH'LACH in Chutz LaAretz)














