TT #402

SHABBAT PARSHAT B'SHALACH

a.k.a. SHABBAT SHIRA

Date & Holiday: T"U b'SHVAT 5760

21-22 January '00

HALACHIC TIMES FOR YERUSHALAYIM

Correct for TT402. Ranges are THU to THU, 13-20 Shvat (JAN 20-27)

Candle lighting - 4:27pm

Havdala - 5:44pm (Rabbeinu Tam - 6:21pm)

Earliest Shacharit • 5:34-5:31

Sunrise • 6:34-6:31am (6:39-6:36am)

Sof Z'man Kri'at Sh'ma • 9:11-9:11am (8:25-8:25am)

Sof Z'man Shacharit • 10:04-10:05m (9:33-9:34am)

Chatzot (halachic noon) • 11:50-11:52am

Mincha Gedola (earliest Mincha) • 12:20-12:22pm

Plag Mincha • 4:00-4:06pm

Sunset • 5:06-5:13pm (5:01-5:08pm)

WORD OF THE MONTH

A weekly feature of Torah Tidbits to help clarify practical and conceptual aspects of the Jewish Calendar, thereby better fulfilling the mitzva of HaChodesh HaZeh Lachem...

Last opportunity for Kiddush L'vana this month is 12:42pm on Friday. Whenever the deadline is during the day, the actual last opportunity is the night before - all night long.

Remember that the deadline is calculated by the time of the NIGUD (opposition, when the Moon and Sun are on opposite sides of the Earth.). The NIGUD occurs at full moon (actually, full moon occurs at the moment of NIGUD).

For K.L. purposes, the average figures are used, not the actual ones. In other words, NIGUD (that is, last opportunity for K.L.) is half a Molad from the last Molad. That's 14 days, 18 hour, 22 minutes since 6:20pm on Thursday, January 6th.

The actual time of opposition will be about 6:39am on Friday. The difference of 6 hours between the actual and the average times have no significance, this time. (Sometimes they do.)

Also (sounds so Israeli, starting a sentence with also), the deviation between actual and average is not always 6 hours; could be more or less, could be earlier or later than average. (That's sort of what average means.)

The Real Benefit of Miracles

A miracle as such is often a bright "flash in the pan". Like the brilliant, blinding light of a camera's flash - brilliant, but of a duration measurable in fractions of a sentence. The effect of the flash, however, can last a much longer time.

B'shalach is a sedra filled with miracles - big miracles, little miracles, miracles within miracles. The people of Israel were accompanied by a miraculous pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night. Aside from the practical purposes of these wonders - essentially, direction and protection - they can teach us not to take regular every day clouds or fire for granted. They can enable us to see the Hand of G-d in every cloud and in every fire, not just these two miraculous ones.

The sea split for us once (or a couple of times), but from the experience (and the report of the experience) we can gain an appreciation of the everyday sea. The sea is teaming with life; the sea also takes life.

The people travel to a certain place, they are thirsty, but the water there is bitter. G-d has Moshe perform a miracle by throwing a certain stick into the water, and the water became sweet. Miracle that once. Practical and impressive. Next comes the lessons of the miracle. The challenge. When we encounter bitter water, we remember the miracle and we remember nature, G-d having wrought both. We study the chemical content of the water, we develop methods of purification, and we perform "miracles" over and over again. That is the real benefit of the miracle in the first place.

Food miraculously falls from the sky. We appreciate it (most of us), we thank G-d for it. And years later, our food comes from the ground. No miracle there. It's natural. What do you mean, no miracle. Nature is a miracle. Nature are the miracles we expect to continue to happen over and over again. The obvious miracles help us appreciate the subtle ones. That is the most valuable contribution of the B'shalach-type miracles - They teach us about TU b'Shvat.

Sedra-Stats

16th of 54 sedras; 4th of 11 in Shmot

Written on 216 lines in a Sefer Torah

14 parshiot; 9 open, 5 closed

116 p'sukim • ranks 23rd (6th)

1681 words: ranks 19th (4th)

6423 letters: ranks 18th (4th)

Fairly long p'sukim in words and letters, hence higher rankings in those categories

B'SHALACH contains a single mitzva of the 613, the prohibition of leaving one's Shabbat boundary on Shabbat. Here's an example of different counting. Although Rambam and the Chinuch each count T'CUM SHABBAT as the lone mitzva in B'shalach, Ramban does not. According to his opinion, T'CHUM is a Rabbinic prohibition, and no mitzvot come from Parshat B'shalach.

Aliya-by-Aliya Sedra Summary

Kohen - First Aliya - 14 p'sukim - 13:17-14:8

"When Par'o sends the People...", G-d leads them along a circuitous route to prevent them from panicking and returning to Egypt. Moshe, in fulfillment of the promise made to Yosef by his brothers, takes Yosef's remains out of Egypt with the People.

[SDT] The Midrash tells us that Yosef's bones had been hidden by the Egyptians in the Nile in order to prevent the Israelites from leaving the country. Yosef's coffin miraculously surfaced just at the right time, so that the People could take them with them when they left. We are taught that Yosef merited being taken out for burial in Eretz Yisrael because he had arranged for his father's burial. Moshe, in turn, was accorded the highest honor - G-d Himself - took care of Moshe's burial, in reward for the attention he paid to Yosef's remains.

[SDT] The Gemara teaches us that a dead body itself - and certainly one who is defiled to a dead body - is allowed into the "Levite Camp", and is only banned from the Mikdash area. This we learn from the fact that Moshe took Yosef's bones "with him". This halacha has significance today concerning the permissibility of ascending the Temple Mount in those areas that are not where the Temple and its courtyard stood. The Temple mount - outside the Mikdash area - has the status of the Levite camp, and one may go there following immersion in a Mikve to rid oneself of "the defilement that comes from the body". (Defilement to a dead body cannot be removed without the Para Aduma potion.) - with certain restrictions. A person careful about Halacha should consult Rabbanim with Temple Mount experience before ascending to there.

G-d provided an escort for the People in the form of a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire at night. G-d tells Moshe of His plan to lead the People in such a way that Par'o will pursue them in the misguided hope of bringing them back to Egypt. When Par'o is notified (by spies whom he had sent to accompany the Israelites) of the People's whereabouts, he (with G-d's help in making his heart "heavy" and "strong") takes a tremendous force with him and chases after the People of Israel.

[SDT] "And G-d did not allow them to go DERECH ERETZ P'LISHTIM. Literally, they did not take the straight route to the territory of the Philistines. One commentator suggests an interesting DRASH based on a play on words. G-d did not take the People out of Egypt in DERECH ERETZ, in the normal, natural way of things. Normally, bread comes from the ground; for the People of Israel, G-d sent them bread from above. Normally, water comes from above; for the People of Israel, G-d provided water from below, from the miraculous Well that accompanied them on their journeys, in the merit of Miriam. Not taking us out in a natural manner, leaves us with no doubt that it was indeed G-d Who took us out of Egypt. This is a crucial foundation stone of Judaism. Not only did we get out of Mitzrayim, but it was G-d Who took us out. Not only did He take us out, but the people knew it well.

Levi - Second Aliya -6 p'sukim - 14:9-14

The mighty Egyptian army pursues the People. When the People see them coming, they are greatly frightened because there is no place to flee. They complain to Moshe that it would have been better to have dies in Egypt. Moshe reassures the People, encourages them not to fear, promises them that G-d will fight on their behalf, and tells them that Egypt will soon cease to exist.

[SDT] It might be suggested that what is happening is a clarification of who took the People of Israel out of Egypt. Par'o actually thought that he let the People go - that he expelled the People from Egypt. That's even what it seems to say at the beginning of this week's sedra. G-d arranged to have Par'o run after them. Then the events make it clear to him - and to us - that G-d, and only G-d took us out of Egypt.

Shlishi - Third Aliya -11 p'sukim - 14:15-25

G-d "asks" Moshe why the People are screaming; let them just move on.

[sdt] Our Sages teach us that there are times that prayer is called for, and other times when action is the order of the day. Sometimes we must use long prayers and petitions; sometimes a quick prayer not only suffices, but saying more can be counter-productive. G-d says: MA TITZ'AK EILAI, why call to me? MA is spelled MEM-HEI. MEM represents the 40 days and 40 nights that Moshe was to spend in prayer on behalf of the People following the Sin of the Golden Calf. MEM represents long prayer. HEI stands for the simple but eloquent 5-word prayer for Miriam's recovery from Tzora'at which she contracted in punishment for speaking disrepectfully of Moshe.

And sometimes, neither short nor long prayer is appropriate. At this point of the Exodus, the order of the day was decisive action. Move it! There is another example later in the Torah of Moshe and Aharon springing into immediate action to stop a plague from decimating the People. We must know when to say T'hilim and went to act.

G-d tells Moshe to raise his hand over the Sea and split it, so the People will be able to pass through it on dry land. G-d informs Moshe that He will again harden Egypt's heart so that they will continue their pursuit. The Egyptians will finally know G-d's might. The guardian angel (pillar of cloud) that was leading the People now was repositioned between the Jews and the pursuing Egyptian army, thus preventing contact.

Moshe raises his hand above the Sea and G-d causes a powerful eastern wind to blow all night, followed by a parting of the waters. The People of Israel enter the Sea on dry land, between walls of water. Egypt boldly follows. The arrogant attitude of the Egyptians abruptly changes to fear and panic as their chariots lose their wheels and bog down in the seabed. (This is in sharp contrast with the perfectly dry land that Israel found beneath its feet.) Egypt finally (and too late) acknowledges G-d, not only now, but retroactively, as the One Who had fought for Israel in Egypt.

[sdt] What was the purpose of the strong wind blowing all night? Could not G-d have split the Sea with the snap of a finger? The answer is: Of course. But the night's preparation for the miracles of the day serve several purposes. The Egyptians are lulled into a false sense of security when something is happening that they can explain. They don't want to accept that the G-d of Israel is performing miracles for His people. No doubt, their wizards explained the desert winds and the effects it can have. Etc. Among the Jews, there are always individuals who would also like not to admit to G-d's awesome powers. They too will have their "excuse" in the natural components of the miracle. Perhaps, most importantly, this wind (and similar elements attached to other miracles) allows us to relate to and appreciate more, the miracles themselves. A snap of the finger brings results too quickly for us to think about what is happening. A night to ponder what was going on, further enhanced the appreciation of the Children of Israel for what had happened, was happening, and was to happen.

R'VI'I - 4th Aliya - 32 p'sukim - 14:26-15:26

Moshe is now instructed by G-d to raise his hand once more over the Sea so that the waters may return. He does so and the Egyptians are drowned. The People, however, have succeeded in passing through the Sea and are ecstatic in their salvation. They attain true belief and trust in G-d and in Moshe His servant. (Rambam states that complete, solid, lasting faith in G-d was attained at Sinai. Here we must say that the belief was great, but not yet permanent.) Next we have the Song of the Sea.

For your information...

The Song of the Sea is written in the Torah in a unique manner. The column it is contained within, is wider than all other columns in the Sefer Torah. There are five lines of regular text at the top of the column, followed by a blank line. The column starts with the word HABA'IM in all sifrei Torah (Scribal custom). It is one of only 5 columns that do not begin with a VAV (this is so for most Torahs, but some are not VAV-Torahs). The blank spaces are said to hint to deep secrets of Torah Knowledge.

What makes the Song of the Sea so special is that it is a direct quote of the People of Israel that G-d put into His Torah verbatim. In other words, the rest of the Torah is written by G-d; we composed this part. It is an inspiring passage that has been incorporated into the daily davening.

[SDT] Commentators point to the tense used in the beginning of the Song: Then Moshe and the Children of Israel WILL sing... This is taken as one of several allusions to the concept of T'chi'at HaMeitim, the resurrection of the dead, being found in the Torah.

It is written in Sefer HaChareidim that "he who says the Song of the Sea aloud and with joy, it is as if he was leaving Egypt at that moment - and his sins will be forgiven." In the merit of the Song of the Sea, G-d split the Sea for the People and forgave their transgressions.

The People continue their journey and fail to find water for three days. When they do find some, they complain bitterly (pun intended) of the inability to drink it. G-d directs Moshe to perform a miracle whereby the water becomes sweet.

[sdt] Aside from the literal meaning of the text, this episode is considered an allusion to the primacy of Torah in the life of a Jew. Both Torah and water sustain life - spiritual and physical. In the same vein, "three days without water" resulted in our reading the Torah on Monday and Thursday, so that in our wandering in the spiritual desert of life, we will not go 3 days without spiritual water. This is but one "use" of the well-known analogy between Torah and water.

Chamishi - fifth Aliya - 11 p'sukim - 15:27-16:10

The People next travel to Eilim and from there to Midbar Tsin, en route to Sinai. This time, they complain about the lack of food. G-d tells Moshe about the Manna which He will soon provide for the People. Moshe tells the People that they will soon see how G-d hears and listens to their complaints. Manna is not just the food that sustains the people throughout their wandering, it is also a crucial test of the faith that the people should have in G-d. The Manna was to fall daily except for Shabbat, and was not allowed to be left over night (except for what fell on Friday). This facilitated a constant strengthening of our faith in G-d -the need to "trust" him every single day.

Shishi - sixth Aliya - 26 p'sukim - 16:11-36

The account of the Manna continues... Quail miraculously appear in the evening. On the next morning, the Manna - protected by a layer of dew above and below it - appears. The People are fascinated by it and when they question Moshe, he explains the rules and procedures set down by G-d.

Despite being told that the Manna will NOT fall on Shabbat, there were individuals who went out to search for Manna. G-d "takes note" of this display of lack of faith.

Included in the instructions about the Manna is the command not to "leave our PLACE on the seventh day (to collect the Manna)". This was not just a rule for that generation; it is a mitzva among the 613 - the mitzva of T'chum Shabbat [24].

MITZVA WATCH

A PERSON SHALL NOT LEAVE HIS PLACE ON THE SEVENTH DAY. The Sages disagree as to whether this pasuk commands us concerning the Shabbat Boundary, or whether it inspired the Sages to restrict our "travel" on Shabbat. Rambam claims that T'CHUM SHABBAT is Biblical. The Rambam holds that the Torah forbids walking more than 12mil (24,000 amot) beyond one's "place of Shabbat". This corresponds to the length and breadth of the Israelite Camp in the Wilderness. Since this is the context of the commandment in question, Rambam posits that the Torah's limit is 12 mil.

The Sages, however, greatly shortened the T'CHUM, to 2000 amot, to conform with the description of the Levite cities (end of BaMidbar), where 2000 amot are specifically mentioned as being part of the cities. Ramban holds that the entire concept of a limit for the distance one may walk on Shabbat is Rabbinic - inspired by the Torah, but legislated by the Rabbis. Either way, all agree that we are forbidden to walk more than 2000 amot outside our "place" on Shabbat. "Place" is defined as where a person is at the onset of Shabbat. If that be a town or city, then the entire populated area, regardless of size, is considered the person's own "four cubits", and the 2000 amot limit begins beyond the border of the city. The laws of T'CHUM and the related topic of ERUV are very complex. The details are the domain of halachic experts. We must follow them in these matters. The concept behind the whole matter, on the other hand, should be well within our grasp. The six days of the work-week are characterized by being "on the go". Shabbat is the day of rest. Not only do we abstain from various creative activities, but we demonstrate with our entire deportment that G-d is the Master.

The episode of the Manna is the context in which the Shabbat was first introduced to the People of Israel. A sample of the Manna was stored as a remembrance for future generations.

SH'VI'I - 7th Aliya - 16 p'sukim - 17:1-16

The People journey to Refidim and once again complain about the lack of water. (It is not the complaint itself that "angers" G-d - if you're thirsty, you're thirsty. It is the apparent lack of faith and the doubt in the value of the Exodus that casts a negative light on the People.) In response, G-d tells Moshe to gather the Elders and People and strike a rock in their presence with his miraculous staff. The result is water for the People.

The final nine p'sukim (which constitute the Torah reading for Purim morning) tell of the attack by Amalek on the fledgling nation of Israel. It is the archtypical fight against those who would seek to destroy us. This battle repeats itself - in different forms - throughout Jewish History.

Haftara - 52 p'sukim - Sho'f'tim 4:4-5:31

During the period of the Judges, Bnei Yisrael found themselves cruelly oppressed. When delivered from that oppression, Devorah sang a song of praise and thanks to G-d, similar in nature to that of Moshe and Bnei Yisrael in the parsha. Similarly, the People's faith in G-d had similar "ups and downs" to those we find in the sedra. Devorah was instrumental in restoring a high level of faith in G-d among the People and in leading the People to great victories. The format of the Song of Devorah is the same as the Song of the Sea. In some traditions, the Haftara is shorter. Rabbi Jacobs points out some remarkable similarities in phraseology between sedra and haftara.

OUR FINE-FEATHERED FRIENDS

There is an old custom to feed birds on Shabbat Shira. Note that there are halachic problems with feeding animals other than one's own on Shabbat. Sefer HaToda'ah, for example, says that one should provide for the birds on Erev Shabbat Shira, not on Shabbat itself.

The reasons given for this custom help us in a gentle way to become more sensitive to the needs of the animals around us. There is a tradition that on the first Shabbat of the Manna, not only did people go out looking for Manna, but they (wicked people, says Rashi) had previously scattered Manna around the camp in order to find it and "make a liar out of Moshe". Birds came by early in the morning and ate up the Manna, thus protecting the honor of Moshe, and of G-d Who had said that Manna would not fall on Shabbat. In repayment "one good turn deserves another" style, we feed the birds around this Shabbat when we read of the Manna in the weekly portion.

Another reason for the custom is given. In this sedra, we joyously sing praise to G-d for His having taken us out of Egypt and saved us from the Egyptians. Singing is the special domain of the birds. That is how they express themselves in acknowledgement of the Creator (so to speak - or so to sing). We borrowed their skill; therefore we "pay royalties" on our Song by feeding birds on (before) this Shabbat.

We should not see this custom as just throwing a few crumbs to the birds. The act is a reminder of our obligation to repay kindnesses, HAKARAT HATOV, and of our attitude and treatment of the world's creatures in general. One idea reminds us of others. In last week's sedra, we read of the night of the Exodus when the firstborns of Egypt were being killed and in sharp contrast, there was utter tranquility in the Jewish area. The Torah says that "no dog barked". Barking under the circumstances of the Egyptian panic would have been natural for dogs. The Torah assigns to them a role in focusing on the miraculous nature of that special night. The Torah itself repays the "kindness" of the dogs by "recommending" that we give to them the meat that we may not eat - N'VEILA and T'REIFA. Another lesson in HAKARAT HATOV and in caring for the creatures of the Earth.

PPP: If it is to be all apples and alert alligators...

B"H Yom Yom from Day by Day in Jewish History by Rabbi Abraham P. Bloch z"l

[13 Shvat] French National Assembly granted full and equal citizenship to the Portuguese and Avignonese Jews, 1790. France was the first European country to pass such liberal legislation.

[January 20] Meeting chaired by Gestapo head Rhinehard Heydrich, discusses the implementation of the "Final Solution of the Jewish Question", 1942. Franco met with Jewish representatives to discuss the legal status of the Jewish community in Spain, 1965. First such meeting since 1492. George Burns b.d. 1898.

[14 Shvat] Yosef b. Issachar Suesskind Oppenheimer, financial expert, was executed in Vienna, 1738. (One example of many "court Jews" whose financial expertise was valued and used by nobility, who were able to use their high positions to improve conditions for their fellow Jews, and who, when they fell out of favor, were summarily disposed of.) Yahrzeit of the P'nei Yehoshua, 1756.

[January 21] Jews of Majorca were guaranteed protection, 1393. (The edict was "forgotten" several years later. This was not an uncommon experience in Jewish History.)

[15 Shvat] Rosh HaShana for trees. First round of Daf Yomi celebrated a siyum, 1931. Ghetto in Lodz was established by Nazi decree, 1941. First session of the Knesset in Jerusalem, 1949.

[January 22] The Iron Guard revolt in Rumania led to the first massacre of Jews there in World War II, 1941. Israeli forces withdrew from most of Sinai, 1957.

[16 Shvat] Aaron Bernstein and Perez Smolenskin died 1884 and 1885 respectively. The former advocated Reform Jewish life in Germany and the latter advocated secular nationalism in Eretz Yisrael. (I mention these two distinguished writers and communal workers to give pause to reflect on the elements that doomed their ideas to failure from the start. Religious life - of any sort - without Eretz Yisrael in the picture and life in Eretz Yisrael without Torah anathema to the goals that G-d gave us at the birth of Bnei Yisrael, the Jewish People - Eretz Yisrael, L'AM Yisrael, al pi Torat Yisrael, the Land of Israel to the People of Israel by the Torah of Israel. Rav Kook's Yahrzeit is a positive inspiration. These Yahrzeits give us pause to reflect on the "spark of Judaism" that manifests itself even when the overall picture is negative.)

[January 23] First printed Chumash with Megilot, 1492. H. 23 (337th); L.

[17 Shvat] Purim of Saragossa celebrated the escape from destruction of the Jews, 1428.

[January 24} France recognized Israel, 1949. Merchaviya, first Jewish settlement in Emek Yizra'el, 1911. First Jewish doctor (of many) to settle in North America, 1656 (Maryland). 

[18 Shvat] King Alfonzo V ordered Sicily's Jews to attend conversion sermons, 1428.

[January 25] Theodor Herzl meets Pope Pius X, who expresses the Church's opposition to Jewish control of Jerusalem, 1904. (This policy of the Vatican is alive and well today, and has significant influence in many circles.) The custom of tree-planting on TU b'Shvat was initiated by children of Jerusalem, 1925. HBV, LY.

[19 Shvat] Jews of Basle were burned alive, 1349, in wooden houses constructed for that purpose. (In relatively recent years, we tend to see Basle - and all of Switzerland - as quite civilized... and not un-nice to its Jews. In medieval times, it was a main "center of anti-Semitism".)

[January 26] The Russian army liberated 2819 survivors of Auschwitz, 1945. Switzerland recognized Israel, 1949. Israel and Egypt established normal diplomatic relations, 1980.

[20 Shvat] Birth of Asher b. Yaakov. First printed edition of Tzror HaMor, commentary on Chumash by Rabbi Avraham Sebag, 1523. (Very often, among the entries in Day by Day, Rabbi Bloch z"l includes dates of first publication of various texts. Usually, the entry "just" helps us get a picture of the proliferation of Jewish writing from the beginning of the era of the printed page. For this entry, however, Rabbi Bloch z"l attaches a historical vignette of Rabbi Sebag's life. Expelled from Spain in 1492, he made the unfortunate choice of places to flee to - Portugal. Their he was persecuted, his two sons were forcibly baptized and taken from him. He buried his manuscripts to save them from confiscation and destruction. After release from prison, he made his way to Africa where he managed to rewrite his works. Try to imagine the sacrifices made in order to keep the Chain of Tradition alive and well. These are Giborei Yisrael, no less than Yehuda HaMacabi.)Jewish doctors of Galicia were allowed to attend Christian patients, 1782.

[January 27] Earliest authorization for the establishment of a university (including medical and juridical departments) under Jewish auspices (sort of an early version of Yeshiva University), Sicily, 1466. Public execution of nine Damascus Jews, 1969.

MEANING IN MITZVOT by Rabbi Asher Meir

Each week we will discuss one familiar halakhic practice and try to show its beauty and meaning. These columns are based on the commentary "Meaning in Mitzvot" on the Kitzur Shulchan Arukh, which is serialized on Yeshivat Har Etzion's "Virtual Beit Midrash" website, www.vbm-torah.org. Subscribers are currently learning about Shabbat.

TRUMAH

This Shabbat is Tu BeShevat, Rosh HaShanah for fruit trees. Fruit trees need a Rosh HaShanah in order to demarcate crop years for trumah ("elevation") and maasarot (tithes). The Torah commands us to tithe "year by year" (Devarim 14:22) teaching that we may take tithes only from produce of the same year (Sifri). An individual fruit which is formed before Tu BeShavat belongs to the previous year (5759); one formed after belongs to the current year (5760). The identical rule applies to trumah - a small part of the crop (approx. 2% - PC) which is separated and sanctified to HaShem, and afterwards given to a Kohen.

This same-year rule is only one of many laws which require that the little bit of fruit we separate out as trumah starts out as an integral part of the produce which is being rectified. All of these rules ensure that trumah, which is referred to in the Torah as "the first of your crop" (Devarim 18:4), is indeed of the crop. In other words, trumah passes through two stages: first belonging to the crop as a whole, and afterwards separation and elevation from the crop, leading to rectification - rendering the remainder permissible.

Here are some other rules which contribute to the idea of "belonging": The trumah must be only some of the produce, so that there is an associated part left behind (Eruvin 37b); the trumah must be of the same species (Trumot 1:5), and should be in the same container (Challah 1:9), from the same stage of production (Trumot1:10), and in the same state of purity (Trumot 2:1 and 2:2).

Challah, a small amount of dough removed to make the loaf permissible, is also a kind of trumah, and the Torah calls it the "first of your kneading-trough" (Bamidbar 15:20). Not surprisingly, parallel requirements ensure that the stages of belonging, followed by separation and elevation, apply to challah as well. (Remnant:SA YD 322:1; same dating or species sometimes required: 324:4-8; same place and same purity: 323.)

These laws have a profound symbolism. The Torah calls these gifts "reshit", first, and "trumah", elevation. Their basic message is that the first, and best, of what we enjoy should be elevated, sanctified, and set aside for HaShem. Only after we have carefully acknowledged HaShem as the Source of our sustenance are we allowed to enjoy it. (Berakhot 35a says that all food is considered sanctified until a blessing is said; this analogy has a similar message.) 

An additional message is learned from the requirement of "belonging". Making this reshit start out as part and parcel of the food emphasizes that holiness doesn't belong to some alien realm, far away from everyday reality. On the contrary, sanctification must begin as an integral part of ordinary mundane existence.

The Midrash calls Adam "The challah of the world" (Bereshit Rabbah on Bereshit 2:21). Just as the little bit of challah separated is endowed with a special holiness, HaShem endowed Adam with holiness by breathing a divine spirit into him. But this separation and elevation of man was preceded by the stage of belonging to the material world - Adam was made from the dust of the earth. (Bereshit 2:7.) Like the challah's rectification of the whole loaf, man's ability to redeem the whole world through his spiritual separation and elevation is dependent on this prior stage of belonging.

The Torah is also called "reshit", as are the Jewish people (Rashi on Bereshit 1:1). Israel, acting according to Torah, will ultimately redeem the entire world of material existence - but only because we belong in the material world. As in the mitzvot of trumah and challah, the aspect of intimate belonging is what enables the subsequent stages of separation, sanctification, and rectification.

Rabbi Asher Meir is in the process of writing a monumental companion to Kitzur Shulchan Aruch which beautifully presents the meanings in our mitzvot and halacha. Rabbi Meir - who has given a series on Business Halacha at the Center, as well as three sessions of Meaning in Mitzvot - the Shiur. He will, IY"H, be continuing the series on a regular basis. See back page for details.

A Great Intro to Shabbat

At the Seder table, we sing DAYEINU, in which we say (among other things) Had You just given us the Shabbat, but not had brought us near to Mt. Sinai, we would have sufficient reason to acknowledge Your Goodness and thank You.

Imagining the experience at Sinai, the receiving of the Torah, and the awe- inspiring presentation of the Aseret HaDibrot, we sometime forget that we were introduced to the Shabbat before hearing the words of Commandment #4.

Not only is it significant to know that Shabbat preceded the Receiving of the Torah, but it is also important to see how it was presented to us and what aspects of Shabbat were presented.

Our first experience with Shabbat in the context of food. The Manna had been falling for a week, and the people had gotten into a daily routine of collecting the Manna, using it all in the course of the day, and repeating the same thing on the next day. Then we were told that Shabbat is different. And we were told that on Friday. That is significant too. Shabbat is to be prepared for. We don't just jump into Shabbat. We prepare for it on a practical basis - the Manna will not fall on Shabbat, so we have to prepare for it. But the acts of preparation are more than practical. They are acts of honoring the Shabbat.

It is as if G-d said to us: On Shabbat Shira, I want you to ease yourself into the Shabbat. Relax. Don't go out of your place. Take the time to smell the chumus. Next week (Parshat Yitro) we'll get down to the details. All the prohibitions. But first see Shabbat as something to truly enjoy and value.

Shabbat was introduced via the Manna, and it remains as a commemorative of that special miracle. Lechem Mishna, the beautiful Challa cover, Seuda Shlishit, preparing the Cholent - it all reminds us of the kindness of G-d, His special relation ship with us.

When we get to Sinai, we get the nitty gritty. In the meantime, we have what to thank G-d for the Shabbat.

SEUDA SHLISHIT - SHALOSH S'UDOT (from past TT)

One of the elements of ONEG SHABBAT is to have (and enjoy) three meals on Shabbat. This idea is linked to the pasuk from this week's sedra (16:25): "And Moshe said: Eat it (the Manna) today, for today is Shabbat to G-d; today you will not find it in the field." The threefold use of the word HAYOM (today) in reference to eating the Manna is considered an ASMACHTA for the Rabbinic rule requiring three meals on Shabbat.

One should be careful not to slight Seuda Shlishit.

The following is based on the halachic section of YEINA SHEL TORAH on SHABBAT KODESH by R. Binyamin Adler (Feldheim Publ.). His sources include Rambam, the Shulchan Aruch, Mishna B'rura, and other halachic works.

Everyone is required to have of Seuda Shlishit; one should be careful to do it, even if one is satiated (from lunch).

Shulchan Aruch states clearly that women are obligated too. The Mishna B'rura elaborates on this point and reiterates that women have equal requirements for all aspects of Shabbat. Furthermore, women were equal beneficiaries of the miracle of the Manna, this being a/the source for Shalosh Seudot. Women should take this mitzva seriously, especially in families where the men have Seuda Shlishit in shul between Mincha and Maariv. Many women in that setting feel it unnecessary for them to have the third Shabbat meal.

One should have KAVANA (have in mind) to fulfill the mitzva of Three Meals on Shabbat when eating Seuda Shlishit.

One need not torture himself in order to eat Seuda Shlishit. If one is stuffed from lunch (and afternoon snacks), he is exempt from Seuda Shlishit. The mitzva is part of ONEG Shabbat and was not given to us for our discomfort. (On the other hand, one should pace himself so that this situation does not occur.)

The third Shabbat meal may be eaten from Mincha time - the earliest time that one may daven Mincha, namely from a half-hour after halachic noon. It is preferable to eat Seuda Shlishit, not just after Mincha time, but actually after one davens Mincha. If this is not practical, the meal can be eaten before Mincha.

How late can one eat Seuda Shlishit? One should be careful to begin the meal before sunset. If begun on time, Seuda Shlishit may continue as late as you like. How much after sunset may one still begin Seuda Shlishit is a matter of differing Psak Halacha; consult your Rav if this situation occurs.

Ideally, one should have the twin loaves of Shabbat for Seuda Shlishit too. The use of two loaves to "break bread" is based on the Manna which fell in double amount on Erev Shabbat, allowing the people to prepare some for the Shabbat, when the Manna did not fall. This is recorded in B'shalach, this week's sedra. If one does not have Lechem Mishna, then HaMotzi may be said on one loaf, or even a slice.

It is proper to use Lechem Mishna for Seuda Shlishit. Can one do less? Yes. But why would you want to?

Does one need to cover the Challot? No, for one reason and yes for another. Recommendation is to cover the Challot at Seuda Shlishit, but to remove the cover for the HaMotzi bracha, even if it is your custom to leave them covered during the bracha at the other Shabbat meals.

There are opinions that Mezonot is sufficient. Some allow other foods as well. One should follow the first opinion, that requires Challah, unless one is too full from lunch to have a whole meal. In other words, "I don't feel like washing" should not be the reason that one does not have bread at Seuda Shlishit.

One should sing Z'mirot at Seuda Shlishit; Mizmor L'David is traditional for this meal; some say/sing it three times. Y'did Nefesh is also a traditional Seuda Shlishit song. One should learn Torah at this meal, and share divrei Torah with family and guests.

R'tzei for Shabbat is included in Birkat HaMazon regardless of how far into the night one's Seuda Shlishit has been extended. If one davened Maariv before benching, or said Baruch HaMavdil bein Kodesh L'chol before benching, then R'tzei is not said.

If one forgot to say R'tzei, one does not repeat the benching. This ruling differs from the other two Shabbat meals, for which forgetting R'tzei does require repetition of the Birkat HaMazon. Since bread is required for the first two meals, it is as if the Shabbat requires the benching, not just the bread. Therefore, leaving out R'tzei invalidates the benching. Since other foods can qualify for Seuda Shlishit, we can say that Shabbat itself does not require the benching. The bread does. If one eats bread (as one should for Seuda Shlishit), then it is proper to mention Shabbat with R'tzei. But leaving it out by mistake is not a "fatal" error, benching-wise.

G'MATRIYA based on L'ORAH SHEL TORAH by R. Yaakov Auerbach z"l

Shabbat has a variety of nicknames, one of which is SHABBAT LA'SHEM, Shabbat to G-d. R. Auerbach found an interesting numeric link between Shabbat and G-d's name. The g'matriya of Shabbat is 300+2+400 = 702. G-d's four-letter name adds up to 26. If one adds all the numbers from 1 to 26, the sum comes to 351. Doubled the value comes to 702.

Remember too that there is a mathematical relationship between G-d's name of 26 and the g'matriya of ECHAD which is 13.

Another G'MATRIYA based on L'ORAH shel TORAH by R. Yaakov Auerbach z"l

The concluding words of the Shira, contain the prophecy of the building of the Beit HaMikdash. ...Mikdash HaShem konenu yadecha. HaShem yimloch l'olam va'ed. ...G-d's Sanctuary which You have established. G-d shall reign forever and ever. The numeric value of this pasuk and a half hints towards the future location of the Mikdash. 444 + 65 + 132 + 44 (685) + 26 + 100 + 170 + 80 (366) = 1061. Where does Divrei HaYamim tell us that Shlomo built the Beit HaMikdash? BI'rushalayim, B'Har HaMori'ah, 588 + 207 + 266 = 1061.

The prophet Ovadya ends his book with V'HA'Y'TA LA'SHEM HA'M'LUCHA, 426 + 56 + 106 = 588. Where is the "seat of G-d's Kingdom" (so to speak)? BI'RUSHALAYIM, in Jerusalem, which is 588.

What is particularly charming about R. Auerbach's g'matriyot is the use of the words of the Tanach, rather than a contrived choice of the g'matriya-maker. Furthermore, unusual spellings or choice of words as in the Tanach make the g'matriya work; taking the "more common" words would not work. In this example, we find the first HaShem spelled in the less-common Alef-Dalet-Nun-Yud way, rather than the common YUD-KEI-VAV-KEI (as we say it). Also, L'OLAM, forever, is spelled without the VAV.

Snack Guide

Let's leave HaMotzi out of this SNACK GUIDE. Washing for bread takes some (not all) of the fun out of brachot - what to say, on what, in what order, etc.

We will deal with the following brachot:

(2) Mezonot

(3) HaGafen

(4a) Ha'Eitz

(4b) HaAdama

(5) Shehakol

(0) She'he'che'yanu

This after bracha (called BOREI N'FASHOT) and the one on the back page, called BRACHA MEI'EIN SHALOSH, which means: a single bracha that contains the themes of the "Three Brachot", i.e. Birkat HaMazon.

Let's refer to it as the 3-fold bracha.

This SNACK GUIDE will touch on a variety of Halachic issues related to Brachot. On some of the issues, there might be different opinions. Dissenting opinions will not usually be presented here. It is best not to take this guide as an exhaustive, authoritative work on Brachot. Because it is not that. It will serve to raise your awareness of Brachot and of several issues related to Brachot.

The Gemara in Brachot says: He who benefits from this world (eats or drinks) without a bracha, it is as if he used something consecrated to G-d. Another version is: ...it is as if he steals from G-d. Yet, one may not make unnecessary or wasted brachot. And then there are the subtle ways we give honor to G-d, Eretz Yisrael, and/or the brachot themselves by saying proper brachot. Come & Learn

The tiniest quantity of food - even a crumb or a sesame seed, require a before bracha. A single drop of a drink requires a before bracha. Chewing gum requires a before bracha.

Tasting without swallowing does not get a bracha.

Water to wash down a pill or clear an obstruction from the throat does not get a bracha.

Juice, on the other had, used to help a pill down DOES require a bracha.

After-brachot are required only for a "significant" amount of eating or drinking. Halacha defines a quantity AND a time period in which the minimum quantity must be consumed in order to require an after- bracha. If a person were to eat a single chocolate chip every minute for a record- breaking 35 hours in a row, although2100 chocolate chips, no after-bracha would be said. There are many much more practical situations where these rules apply, but you get the idea. If this raises a real question in your mind, ask it to your Rav. That's (one of) the purpose(s) of this SNACK GUIDE.

Chewing gum and sucking candies get a before-bracha (#5), but no after-bracha.

Cake and wine: Say #2 on the cake first and then #3 on the wine. The exception to this rule is Kiddush on Shabbat morning (that's when you might have wine & cake). By the rules of brachot, #2 has priority. By the rules of Kiddush, wine goes first.

#2 (for cake, cookies, pretzels, Bisli, pasta, and many other products made with flour) has priority over all other brachot. (Remember, we're leaving HaMotzi out of it.)

#3 has priority over 4a, 4b, and 5. Not only that, but if you make a #3 on wine and at the time you have in mind to drink soda (for example), and the soda is on the table (both factors might not be necessary, but for this statement, consider both factors), no separate bracha is necessary for the soda. The #3 on the wine covers all other drinks (if).

Furthermore, if you drink wine during a meal (I know I said I'd leave HaMotzi out, but...), it requires a #3; the #1 does not cover it. If you had said #3 on Kiddush, then wine during the meal is covered by the wine before the meal.

Fruits and vegetables (#4a & #4b) have priority over #5. In none of the situations mentioned so far does it matter what you like best or what you want more.

Notwithstanding the above statement, there are situations that the order is changed. E.g. when eating an ice cream cone (with a substantial, good tasting cone that is not "subservient" to the ice cream), two brachot are required. One may say #5 first and when he gets to the cone he says #2.

Of course, it's fun to bite off the bottom of the cone and then race the melting ice cream...

If you are about to eat several fruits, all of which get #4a, then honor of the bracha goes to one of the Seven Species. (There are 5 fruits among the 7.) This means that apples and dates, the #3 is said on a date. This honors Eretz Yisrael, which is described in D'varim 8:8 with these particular fruits. Even if you like apples, the dates get the bracha. With more than one of the Seven Species, there is an order of priority based on how close following the word ERETZ are the fruit in question. The order is olive, date, grape, fig, pomegranate.

If one makes a bracha on an apple and then wants to eat a date, he may do so without another #3 only if he had in mind the dates when he made the bracha on the apple. If he did, then he did the wrong thing by taking the apple first, but no bracha is required for the dates. If he did not have the dates in mind, then they get their own #3.

OTOH, a #3 on dates will cover all fruit (except olives) even though none of the other fruit was in mind during the bracha.

If none of the Seven are involved, then honor of the #3 bracha goes to that which you like best. If you like them equally, then the one you want more now gets the bracha. There is more. But no room here.

Now here's a detail that many people get wrong. If you have mixed fruits with 4a and 4b brachot, then the honor of the bracha goes to what you like best. This overrides 7 Species. Grapes and banana, and you like banana better than grapes, you say 4b on the banana and then 4a on the grapes. This is different from all #3fruits, because in this case the #3 fruit will be getting its own bracha. Banana and grapes will each get a bracha. The Halacha allows CHAVIV (what you like better) to determine which goes first. (Remember, this is 4a and 4b only. All other combinations, the lower number goes first.) If you like the choices equally, then4a goes before 4b, because 4a is more exclusive than 4b.

BTW, the determining factor as to whether a 4a or 4b is said on a fruit is what happens to that on which it grows after the fruit is picked or rots. An apple tree survives season after season; its apples come and go, but the tree remains. 4a.

The banana "tree", on the other hand, withers down to the ground each year. A new plant grows from root stocks from below the ground. 4b.

The grape vine might not look like a tree, but it survives throughout the year. 4a. Etc. Etc.

One makes an AL HA'ETZ (back page) after fruits of the Seven Species. One says Borei Nefashot after all other fruits. If one is saying an AL HA'ETZ on grapes, for example, then all other fruit of the tree are covered and do not get a separate Borei Nefashot. Foods other than fruit, though, will require their own Borei Nefashot.

Bracha #0 can follow or precede the fruit bracha. Both opinions are recognized.

The Back Page of TT402

Usual charge for Israel Center classes and lectures is 5NIS for members, 10NIS for non-mem. Life members, free. Single fee for 2 or 3 consecutive classes.

Motza'ei Shabbat, January 22, 8:30pm - The Big 10 - A look at some of the mitzvot in, and differing attitudes towards the Aseret HaDibrot, by Phil Chernofsky

Sundays at 9:30am (women only) - Mystical Insights into the Months of the Year - Golda Warhaftig

Sundays at 10:30am (women only) - MEGILAT ESTHER - Tonia Frohwein

Sundays at 11:30am (women only) - T'hilim Plus - An in-depth study for the mind, heart, and soul, plus The laws of Brachot

Sundays at 12:45pm - MAHARAL - A Depth of Thought - Leah Zitter

Daf Yomi in English SUN thru THU  •  3:00-4:00pm

Sunday, January 23rd, 8:00pm - Putting a Dream into Action, Special talk by Mrs. Esther Wachsman, Sponsored by Mothers of Sons in IDF Combat Units, Lectures are geared to the general public and not just moms of combat soldiers

Resumes Sunday, January 30 at 8:30pm, Taharat HaMishpacha Review for married women - Rabbi Moshe Flumenbaum - Further details, call 538-3701 ext. 108

Monday mornings, 9:15am - MISHLEI - Rabbi Eliezer Grunbaum

Mondays at 10:30am - The Shma - Rabbi Zev Leff

Monday, January 24th, 11:35am - You may be entitled to Benefits from Pre-Holocaust Insurance Policies - Question & Answer Session

Mondays 12:30pm (for women only) - Emunah & Bitachon Workshop with Aviva Nissim - based on the book Faith & Trust by Rabbi Shemuel Houminer

Monday, January 24th, 8:00pm - The Role of the Dayan, Din vs. Compromise, Moshe vs. G-d by Rabbi Yosef Adler, Rav of Renat Yisrael Cong. Teaneck, NJ, Principal, Torah Academy of Bergen County

ANGER: THE INNER TEACHER - ongoing workshops with Rachel Trugman, M.A. - MON 8:00pm - Pre-reg. required • 08-9265247

Tuesday mornings, 9:15 - Torah Topics - Dr. Hayim Abramson

Tuesday mornings, 10:30 - Parshat HaShavua - Rabbi Mordechai Spiegelman

Tuesday mornings, 11:30am - Meaning in Mitzvot - Making Daily Practices Meaningful and Accessible - Rabbi Asher Meir

Tuesdays at 7:30pm - Dr. Daniel Stolper with his unique presentation of the Psychology of the Weekly Torah Portion - YITRO - The Psychology of the 10 Commandments - from Relationships to Law

Resumes Tuesday, February 1 at 8:30pm - Taharat HaMishpacha Review for married men - Rabbi Moshe Flumenbaum - Further details, call 538-3701 ext. 108

Tuesday, January 25th, 8:30pm - Insider's Report on the Syrian and PA tracks of the "peace" process - What they are not telling us - David Bedein, Media Analyst

Wednesdays, 9:30am - DAVENING (Prayer) - Know it better, make it more meaningful, and be more comfortable with it - Dr. Joel Luber

Wednesdays, 10:30 - Peace of Mind - Alan Romm, P.C.

Wednesday mornings, 11:30am - Choose Happiness - Shoshanna Lane counseling coach

Wednesdays, 7:45-9:45pm - Jewish Philosophy: Rambam's Guide and Ramban on the Torah - Rabbi Chaim Eisen

Wednesdays, 8:00-10:00pm - Aliya Counseling - Miriam Bass

WED, January 26, 8:00pm - Root & Branch - What's the Gov't Doing?!? - Prof. Herb Sunshine

Thursdays at 10:30am - TT folding in the Library - Shiur while you fold - Parsha or Calendar or both - Phil Chernofsky

Thursdays at 10:30am - SLIM FOR LIFE - Group weight-loss program for women - 

Your first class - no obligation - Libby, 651-8061 • Elisheva, 999-6479

Thursday, January 27th, 5:00-8:00pm - Encounter with Healing: If you choose to love and be loved, to search, to be grateful and connected to the higher power of HaShem, and achieve a wholesome level of health, then this group is for you! Allow yourself to find health, joy, acceptance, appreciation and peace through healing your deepest self. We invite you to journey with us into the light to find strength and enough love within to emerge with an awareness of your co-creative self and become the best you can be in order to find and give blessings to the entire world. Elana Wasserman from Tzfat will be giving the class. Thu, Jan 27, 5:00-8:00pm Separate seating. 150 NIS. For further info call 02-656-5680

Thursdays, 8:00pm - What the Chumash Actually Says - Alan Smith - Korbanot - The Offerings

Thursdays at 8:00pm - Stories from the Gemara - Reb Yosef Schreiber

Thursday nights, 10:08-ish to 11:00 - Not at the Israel Center - on the radio! - Torah Tidbits Audio - Arutz-7, 98.7FM, 711AM, www.a7.org

Friday mornings, 8:45 to 10:00 - In-Depth Pirkei Avot - Rabbi Chaim Eisen

If you think you know Pirkei Avot but have never learned it with Chaim Eisen, think again! And give this class a try. You'll be glad you did.

UPCOMING (beyond next week):

Motza'ei Shabbat Yitro, Jan. 29, 8:00pm - Memorial Shiur on the 5th Yahrzeit of Etta Ehrman Kossowsky a"h - The Jewish Money Lender in Parshat Mishpatim. Shiur by Gila Rosen

Sunday, January 30th, 8:30pm - Author evening with Rochelle Majer Krich, well-known author of 8 critically acclaimed novels, in addition to 3 Jessie Drake mysteries. Many of her heroines are either Orthodox Jews or are somehow drawn towards Judaism. An interesting evening is in store. Friends and classmates of Rochelle's (Stern College for Women) are invited to a mini-reunion at 8:00pm

Monday, January 31st, 11:35am - Ruth Zeidman, holocaust survivor and author of Light in the Darkness will talk about her experiences

Dating Pitfalls and How to Avoid Them - another "Let's Talk Tachlis" program with Rosie Einhorn L.C.S.W. and Sherry Zimmerman, Esq. authors of Talking Tachlis, a Singles' Strategy For Marriage & the weekly advice column, "Navigating the Dating Maze" - MONDAY, JANUARY 31 at 8:00pm at the Center  •  25NIS admission - *website: jewishdating.com, sponsored by Aish Hatorah

TIPUL emergency medical services and the Israel Center are offering Basic CPR

Basic CPR and treatment for choking and stopped breathing for patients of all ages. Recognizing an emergency and how and whom to call for help. Injury prevention, safety measures and reducing the risk of heart disease. The course length is a total of 9 hours and will be spread out over 3 weeks in 3-hr sessions. TUE Feb. 1, 8, 15 - 7:30-10:30pm - Cost: 150NIS/members; 180NIS/non-mem - PRE-REGISTRATION A MUST and there is a minimum registration requirement. - Call Miriam, 500-3333 ext. 204

Motza'ei Shabbat, February 5th, 8:30pm - Caring for One's Elderly Parents - Dr. David Schnall, Visiting Fulbright Professor

Also coming to the Center... TIPUL emergency medical services and the Israel Center are offering Basic First Aid. First aid for all types of injuries and medical emergencies including: choking, bleeding, burns, falls, vehicle accidents, chronic and acute medical conditions. Injury prevention and safety at home, work, outdoors, when traveling. Course length: 9 hours (Three 3-hr sessions) SUN Feb. 13, 20, 27 - 7:30-10:30pm - Cost: 150NIS/members; 180NIS/non-mem - PRE-REGISTRATION A MUST and there is a minimum registration requirement. - Call Miriam, 500-3333 ext. 204

GOLAN

All right. Let's make things crystal clear, unambiguous. A couple of weeks ago, I wrote about the Golan Question and thought I was being very clear in favor of keeping the Golan as part of the State of Israel. The last sentence in the Lead Tidbit seems to have caused some confusion among TT readers. After receiving a few calls about it, I reread the sentence and realized that I was using the term Piku'ach Nefesh in an inaccurate way.

I sent out a second message to the email list with a clarification, but could not do so with the printed version of Torah Tidbits. Here's what I wrote to the email list:

Several people have questioned the statement towards the end of the lead tidbit this week, which says: It is Piku'ach Nefesh to leave the Golan.

The term I should have used is SAKANAT NEFASHOT, danger to life. That's what I meant by Piku'ach Nefesh. I think that we must not give the Golan to Syria (I thought that was clear from the rest of what I wrote) because it is an integral part of Eretz Yisrael, because it is an integral part of the State of Israel, because18,000 Jews have made their homes there - legally AND with the encouragement and blessing of the State of Israel (left and right governments), AND BECAUSE with the Golan we are far safer than without it. To keep the Golan will save lives. To give up the Golan might, G-d forbid, put us in danger.

Let me add to the above statements. First, I speak for myself, Phil Chernofsky, not for the Israel Center (the title of this page, notwithstanding) and not for the Orthodox Union. I know that I am expressing the feelings of the majority of Israel Center participants and Torah Tidbits readers, but I speak for myself alone. I also know that there are members of the Israel Center family and TT readership who don't agree with me. Not the first time. There are people who don't agree with my stated views on Yom HaAtzma'ut, smoking, "Pluarlism", and other topics that have been mentioned in the pages of Torah Tidbits throughout its 7+ year history.

I refuse to accept the well-meant suggestions of some readers who think I should stay away from anything controversial. And I thank the many readers whose feedback has been supportive to what I write.

I am saddened when I hear that someone refuses to read TT because of something I wrote about Reform Judaism or about Hallel on Yom HaAtzmaut or because I used a picture of Joe DiMaggio in a PPP or because I questioned the kashrut of a favored liquor. My Americanisms often bother some non-American Anglos; my repeated explanations of the Molad and Kiddush L'vana turn some people off; and some people (about 1.7% of the readership - JK) think I tend towards overkill with statistics and initials.

Personally, I agree with those readers who find TT informal, personal and personable, and not just another Parsha Sheet. 

Back to the Golan issue. The Center has been bringing a busload of people to the Golan each week for the past several. See the Tiyul pages for details of upcoming Golan tiyulim.

From all that I've heard and seen, in the Golan and from its people, and from David Bedein and others on the latest developments on the Syrian and PA "peace" tracks, I remain firm in my resolve that we must not give the Golan to Syria, AND that I must continue to speak out on this issue. And that includes in Torah Tidbits.

Whether keeping the Golan or giving it up puts us in a better or worse military and security position, is hotly debated among experts. But there are some incontrovertible facts that must be faced. The monitoring of Syrian newspapers, radio and TV has revealed that Asad and Co. are not speaking to their people of peace with Israel. Think about what that tells us of Asad's agenda.

Rabbi Yisrael Haber, a Chispin resident and Chabad rabbi for the "north", spoke to our tiyul group last Sunday. One of the points he made concerned not just the Jews living on the Golan Heights, but those who have passed on. Imagine, he said, burying a loved on in a Jewish cemetery in the Land of Israel (and State of Israel)and then giving that part of the country to a (hostile) neighboring state. What do you do? Leave them buried in Syria? Just an additional piece of heartache to add to the pot.

And then you hear of another idea, another theory, as to what is motivating Syria, the rest of the Arab world, the president of the United States. Why is Israel being asked and pressured into doing something that you just don't ask sovereign states to do?

TAP. Remember those initials. Trans Arabian Pipeline. A very, very, high profit project which was planned to include the Golan. Who do the oil companies and the oil-rich Arab states want to own the Golan? And what would they be willing to do to get what they want. Think about that.

Sixty years ago, Jewish communities were uprooted and moved around. Remember by whom. How can we even think of doing it ourselves? Peace? The Golan residents seem to think it's pretty peaceful as is.

PARSHA-PIX

Upper left and upper middle are the Pillar of Cloud and Pillar of Fire that led, accompanied, protected the people - day and night - on their way out of Egypt. The flat tire represents the wheels of the Egyptian chariots which fell off when bogged down in the mud of the seabed (Bnei Yisrael had the additional miracle of the land upon which they walked was dry and hard, even though it had so recently been under water).Then, of course, is the graphic (Davka) of Moshe raising his hand (with the MATEH) over the Sea and it split. Middle-bottom is a brick pattern, like the way that the Song of the Sea is written in the Torah.

Upper right is the water coming from the rock that Moshe hit (as instructed). Mid-right is a quail, as in S'LAV. The two challot represent the double portion of Manna that fell on Friday, in honor of Shabbat.

Lower left are three facets of the battle against Amalek: Moshe's upraised hands, Yehoshua's sword, and the pen with which the account of the battle was written down, as mentioned in the Torah.

Which brings us to the lower right and the representations of the Haftara, the Song of Devora. That's the singing bee. And next to her is the thunderbolt or BARAK, Devorah's associate. Below them is the milk that Yael gave to Sisra to put him to sleep, and the tent peg with which she made a holey temple (as in the old -and poor - joke).

G'MATRIYA - Rabbi Yaakov Auerbach z"l made the following numeric observation. Moshe's two "assistants" vs. Amalek were Aharon & Chur. Combined, numerically, they add up to 1+5+200+50 (256) + 8+6+200 (214) = 470. A perfect team to take on Amalek (full g'matriya) = AYIN (70+10+50=130) + MEM (40+40=80) + LAMED (30+40+4=74) + KUF (100+6+80=176)= 470.

THE JERUSALEM INSTITUTE OF JEWISH LAW - Rabbi Emanuel Quint, Dean

Lesson #24 (part 2 of...) When Beth Din Sessions May Be Held

During which times of the day may a Beth Din hold its sessions? At first glance it does not seem to be an overwhelming question. What difference should it make? The difference is that the Torah, and halachah, are involved in setting the times for trials. It states "...on the day that he causes his sons to inherit..." (Deut.21.16). The Talmud (Sanhedrin 34b) explains that this verse does not literally refer to the father causing his sons to inherit but rather, to the court determining a person's right to the inheritance, which is a civil action. And since the verse states "on the day" it would appear that the case must be adjudicated during the daytime. But there is another verse that states "And they shall judge the people at all times" (Exodus 18.12) which indicates a trial can be held at all times. The Talmud reconciles both verses by showing that the trial must commence in the daytime, but the rendering of the decision can be at night. There is another opinion in the Talmud, that of Rabbi Meir, who holds that the entire trial including the rendering of the decision must be in the daytime. He basis his holding on the verse that states "According to their word shall be every controversy and every plague" (Deut. 21.5).

Just as the Torah says that a person who is afflicted with a plague must be judged by the priest only in the daytime to determine if he has the plague, similarly a lawsuit may be judged only in the daytime night. Thus we see that the Torah mandates certain laws regarding when a trial can take place. All of the great decisors such as Alfasi, Rambam, Or Zarua, Asheri, Yad Rama, Tur, Shulhan Aruch, Lebush, Sma, Schach, Beir Hetev, and Aruch haShulhan state that the commencement of the trial must take place during the day. However, if commenced during the day and all of the evidence was received that day or on subsequent days during daylight hours, then the judges may hold their deliberations at night and may render their decision at night.

The litigants can agree that a session of the Beth Din take place at night. I have participated on many a Beth Din that sat at night by agreement of the parties. Moreover, if the litigants have been summoned to appear at Beth Din at night and they appeared and participated it will be treated as if they have stipulated to have the trial take place at night.

It has been held that if the leadership of a community adopts regulations providing for trials at night, then this procedure becomes binding on all the inhabitants of the community. If the parties have failed to stipulate and there are no rules requiring nighttime trails, then a person cannot be punished for neglecting to come to Beth Din at night even if he was served with a summons requiring such attendance.

A summons may be served at night requiring attendance during the next day or on any future day.

The entire Beth Din system was originally composed of judges who were scholars and who had to give up time from their Torah studies in order to sit in judgment. Given their natural reluctance to relinquish study time, it became necessary to establish certain minimum amounts of time during which a Beth Din is required to hold sessions. The judges went in to judge cases immediately after the morning prayers and they did this without taking any time out for eating. They sat in judgment until the time of the midday meal. The Talmud (Shabbat 10a) points out that scholars ate their first meal in the sixth hour of the day. In Jewish law, the day's hours are calculated by taking the amount of daylight hours and dividing by twelve. Thus assuming a day equally divided between day and night, we would have twelve equal daylight hours from 6:00am to 6:00pm, and the scholars would eat between 11:00am and noon.

There is a difference of opinion among post-Talmudic authorities whether the mandatory meeting time of the Beth Din is until 11:00am, until noon, or sometime in between. Alfasi, followed by Asheri holds that the judges must sit until the sixth hour. This might indicate until the beginning of the sixth hour which is about11:00am. Rambam, however, states that the judges must sit in judgment until the end of the sixth hour, which would be until noon. Tur holds that the law is in accord with Rambam. But there is also an admonition that a scholar must commence his midday meal no later than before noon. The commentators reconcile these views by stating when Rambam and Tur hold that the judges sit until the end of the sixth hour, they are referring to a time approximately a few minutes before noon.

Tur goes on to say that after the morning session the judges are no longer required to sit in session. Bach comments that judges should not think that they are prohibited from sitting in judgment in the afternoon because they would be neglecting the study of Torah. The judges should be told that their function is so important that they may resume their legal sessions after lunch. Aruch haShulhan concludes that the preceding rules were followed during Talmudic times. At the present time, however, Beth Din reconvenes after the midday meal.

In discussing this topic, the Talmud and the codes also mention that provision should be made for recessing the afternoon session in order to afford the participants an opportunity to recite the afternoon prayers. The lawyers who are representing the litigants, should stop their clocks from running while dovening mincha. They should doven at their own expense, not at the client's expense. I was once at a meeting and my client went to doven mincha with the lawyers and he said that he thought it would be fair if we kept the time running.

This lesson and the next lesson dealing with the minimum monetary jurisdiction of the Beth Din evidence the fact that the halachah is all inclusive. There are too many people who think that the Jewish religion is very exacting when it comes to laws of kashruth and Shabbat. They should know that the halachah covers all contingencies in all situations in civil law as well as it does in matters of ritual.

Address comments to quint@inter.net.il

Torah Tidbits is...

A many-paged booklet on Parshat HaShavua, the Jewish Calendar, various other Torah topics, and a weekly glimpse into the Israel Center's multifaceted programs;

An email Torah message sent to thousands of list subscribers around the world;

Part of the OU's website, www.ou.org/torah/tt, with thousands of hits per week;

A Thursday night radio show of Torah and music on Arutz-7 (98.1FM, 711AM and live and archived at www.a7.org);

An AFTI team that finished on top of its division and that is on its way to the Holyland Bowl;

AND... as of TT 400 a couple of weeks ago, Torah Tidbits is now available for download and hotsync to your Palm(tm) handheld device.

On the TT website (www.ou.org/torah/tt) is a new button to press that allows you to download a .prc file of Torah Tidbits to your computer. From there you can add the file to the file list on the install tool and hotsync it to your Palm(tm) device where it is readable with any document reader.

If you did not understand the previous paragraph, don't worry about it. It just means that you are not (yet) Palm-connected. If any of your friends or relatives are, you can tell them about this newest form of TT. Highly recommended for bus rides, subway, train, or wherever and whenever you have a few minutes to spare. (One of these weeks, IY"H, there'll be bookmarks to help you jump from one feature to another.)

Your feedback is welcome.

TIYULIM

For Tiyul Information & Registration, call the Israel Center at 500-3333. As soon as the call goes through, press 201. You'll either talk to a person or be able to leave a message.

Do you want to visit the GOLAN, an integral part of Eretz Yisrael and the State of Israel? IY"H, we're going once a week. We will have more IY"H after those, AND we are working a follow-up tiyul for those who have been on one of the Golan Tiyulim already. Watch for further announcements.

SUN, January 23 - Booked Solid

WED, February 2 - In English & Hebrew Registration for this Tiyul must be made through Shulamit - call her at 58-119-58 - leave message

MON, February 7 - Wide Open (at the moment)

WED, February 16 - Wide Open (at the moment)

Leaving the Center at 7:45am, returning 8:00pm (approx.)

LOOKOUT POINTS (time and weather determine how many and which ones)

Drive-though and explanations of various settlements, a touch of archeology

Meet local residents in situ (where they live)

QATZRIN, capital of the Golan, Outstanding multi-screen, audio-visual presentation

Tour of the GOLAN WINERY (or Mei Eden or Apple-packing plant)

Delicious early dinner (Mehadrin)

118NIS per person (136 for non-members)  •  Limited space

Bring your own lunch or buy food in Qatzrin or other location

EILAT WINTER VACATION - Sunday, Feb. 27 to Thursday, Mar. 2

Deluxe accommodations, mehadrin, tours, shiurim, and more

Treat yourselves to a Mid-Winter Vacation in EILAT - 5 days - 4 nights in Eilat

Sunday to Thursday, February 27th - March 2nd, 21-25 Adar Alef 5760

Shalom Plaza Hotel (Special El Artzi Mehadrin Dept.)

We'll be visiting... Sde Boker, Nachal Zin Observation Point, Mitzpe Rimon, Carpentry Studio of the Crater, Mount Hizkiyahu, Red Canyon (a real one; not a mall), fish factory famous for "Denis" fish, unique palm trees, Um Rash Rash, glass-bottom boat ride, underwater observatory, Sea World, Oceanarium, Timna Park, Nachal Shlomo

Bus with us all the way, to & from, in & out, all around

Guide with us from departure to departure

Evening programs, shiurim, lectures

1111NIS for members, 1234NIS for non-members (pays to join)

Bring lunch for Sunday (or buy at the mehadrin restaurant at Mitzpe Ramon)

Last call for these two non-Golan tiyulim:

[A] Hebron Hills - Shepherds' Country - Tuesday, January 258:30am-6:00pm. Led by Haim Makovsky

Kever Rachel, Kiryat Arba, Hebron, Sussiya

[B] Shomron - Olive Trees upon the Terraces of Time - Thursday, January 278:30am-6:00pm - Led by Michael Lessann

Ariel, Samaria/Sebastia, Har Gerizim, Kever Yosef

135NIS/mem • 145NIS/non-mem (each tiyul) • Bring your own lunch

OU/NCSY ISRAEL CENTER

10 Straus St., POB 37015, Jerusalem 91370

Phone: (02) 500 3333  •  Fax: (02) 538 5186

email: tt@ou.org or philch@virtual.co.il

Torah Tidbits website: www.ou.org/torah/tt

Arutz-7, 98.7FM, 711AM, THU 10:08-11:00pm

Live and archived on www.a7.org
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DASH CHAM - BEAUTIFUL GIFT BASKETS FOR ALL OCCASIONS

Believe it or not - PURIM is right around the corner

Large variety of MISHLO'ACH MANOT

Birthday Baskets, Baby Baskets, Pamper Her Baskets, Shabbos Baskets, Mazal Tov Baskets, Student Baskets

DashCham brings geographically separated family and friends a lot closer together.

Worldwide Delivery  •  For our complete offerings, see our website: www.dashcham.com  •  Tel: 02 672 2355  •  Fax: 02 672 4673

Pesach Rental - Fully furnished, spacious 3-bedroom apt. in Old Katamon. Kosher. Cable TV. Flexible dates. 972 2 679-8708

Dear Torah Tidbit Reader,

We launched our Cool Campaign around Rosh Hashana to raise funds to air condition our auditorium. We are immensely grateful to those of you who have so generously donated and we are happy to announce that we are more than half way there. We still have a way to go though and are therefore appealing to you to help us reach our goal. Due to the size of the auditorium and the need for extensive rewiring, the cost is estimated to be about $30,000.

We have designated the MIZRACH wall of the auditorium as a Dedication Wall - one part in honor of, and the other part in memory of loved ones. It is our hope that the learning from the many shiurim in that room will be a merit for our donors and the people inscribed. The prominent display in a room where words and thoughts of Torah are shared by so many people is a fitting tribute.

We are requesting donations of $500 per plaque (smaller amounts will be greatly appreciated too). We will be contacting those who contributed or pledged already - about the text of their plaques. Those who have not yet contributed - we hope you will be contacting us soon.

THANK YOU VERY MUCH!

We can handle donations in cash, check, or credit card, and donations in installments - shekels or dollars. US$ checks made out to P.E.F. ($50 min.) are US tax-deductible.

KIBBUTZ ULPAN - Learn Hebrew on a Religious Kibbutz

5-month work-study program that includes learning Hebrew, working on a kibbutz, hikes, seminars and a short army course.

Cost: $450 for the entire 5 months, including classes, room and boar and all extras.

New Olim are entitled to a discount. Who's eligible? Jewish kids from all walks of life between the ages 18-30.

Be'erot Yitzchak starts in Jan. & Jul. 00 - Call Esther for details at 03-937-1972

Sde Eliyahu begins Feb. & Aug. 00 - Call Henya at 06-658-0531

Yavneh begins Mar. & Sep. 00 - Call Meshulam at 08-854-8311
