TT #401

SHABBAT PARSHAT BO

8 SHVAT 5760  --  14,15 JANUARY '00

HALACHIC TIMES FOR YERUSHALAYIM

Correct for TT401. Ranges are THU to THU, 6-13 Shvat (JAN 13-20)

Candle lighting - 4:21pm

Havdala - 5:38pm (Rabbeinu Tam - 6:14pm)

Earliest Shacharit • 5:35-5:34

Sunrise • 6:35-6:34am (6:40-6:39am)

Sof Z'man Kri'at Sh'ma • 9:11-9:11am (8:24-8:25am)

Sof Z'man Shacharit • 10:03-10:04m (9:32-9:33am)

Chatzot (halachic noon) • 11:471/2-11:50am

Mincha Gedola (earliest Mincha) • 12:18-12:20pm

Plag Mincha • 3:55-4:00pm

Sunset • 5:00-5:06pm (4:55-5:01pm)

WORD OF THE MONTH

A weekly feature of Torah Tidbits to help clarify practical and conceptual aspects of the Jewish Calendar, thereby better fulfilling the mitzva of HaChodesh HaZeh Lachem...

First opportunity for Kiddush L'vana (for 3-days after the Molad people) was this past Monday night. 7-day opinion would allow K.L. on Thursday night, January 13th (after 6:20pm). Motza'ei Shabbat people will have their best shot on this Motza'ei Shabbat Parshat BO.

This month's "Moon situation" serves as a good example for two points.

The actual Molad of Shvat was last Thursday evening at about 8:15pm. Astronomical and mathematical calculations indicated that the Moon would not have been visible on Leil Shabbat (Friday evening). In fact, trained observers did not contradict that indication; they failed to see the Moon on Friday evening.

What this means is if we had a Sanhedrin today, then last Shabbat would have been the 30th of Tevet (a date that has not existed for many centuries) and Sunday would have been Rosh Chodesh (whether or not the Moon was visible - which it happens to have been).

Does this mean that we were off a day by having Rosh Chodesh on Shabbat? No it doesn't mean that. Without a Sanhedrin, Rosh Chodesh was exactly on the day it was supposed to be - Shabbat. 

probably continued (actually, it wasn't continued in the hard copy. Will I get to continue it for the web, email, and Palm versions? We'll see.)

Big Shabbat, Little Shabbat

If you would have given us the Shabbat, but not brought us near to Har Sinai, DAYEINU - there would be sufficient cause for us to thank and acknowledge G-d. Shabbat is a significant part of the Torah, but it preceded the Giving of the Torah by a few weeks. Shabbat is many things to us, but to no small extent it is the ETERNAL SIGN (and reminder) between G-d and the People of Israel, that He created the world in six days and that He "rested" on the seventh. We were introduced to Shabbat in the context of the Manna; this took place after Y'tzi'at Mitzrayim (the Exodus) and after the Splitting of the Sea, but before our arrival at Sinai.

Even before we left Egypt, we received our first communal mitzva, that of sanctifying the months of the year and setting up the Jewish Calendar. The Torah makes a point of telling us that, "G-d spoke to Moshe and to Aharon IN THE LAND OF EGYPT, saying... HACHODESH HAZEH LACHEM...

If Shabbat is a prime example of the Sanctification of Time, then so are the Holidays, whose sanctity is a direct consequence of the fulfillment of the mitzva of KIDDUSH HACHODESH.

There are several differences between Shabbat (big Shabbat) and the Yamim Tovim (little Shabbats, partly because of their fewer restrictions - some Categories of Melacha are permitted - and because the punishment for violation is less severe than for Shabbat), but one specific difference to focus on now.

To be sure, both Shabbat and Yom Tov manifest the special relationship between G-d and His People. Shabbat resulted from G-d's actions and He "included" us in picture by commanding us to observe Shabbat. We didn't make Shabbat; He did.

Yom Tov, on the other hand, is very much our doing. By G-d's command, WE are the ones who create the calendar and its holy days. There is a logic to this based on the fact that WE were slaves in Egypt and WE went out of there to freedom. (Of course, G-d took us out, but He turned over the setting up of the Calendar to us.)WE stood at Sinai and received the Torah, and WE followed Him through the Midbar. As He "included" us in the specialness of Shabbat, we, so to speak, "include" G-d in the celebration of the Chagim when we rejoice in the proper spiritual manner.

The mutuality of Shabbat and Holidays is a fulfillment of the part of G-d's promises (at the beginning of Va'eira) of V'LAKACHTI... and I will take you unto Me as a nation, and V'HAYITI... and I will be to you, G-d. There are other mitzvot that reflect the same idea, but perhaps none as beautifully as Shabbat and Chagim.

Things get interesting when Shabbat and Yom Tov clash. I'm not referring to Yom Tov falling on Shabbat, or on Friday or on Sunday. Then there is "interplay" between Shabbat and Chag with respect to cooking, lighting candles, saying havdala, davening, Torah reading, and other issues. All of these recognize the higher Kedusha of Shabbat and the special nature of Yom Tov. And everything seems to work out nicely.

I would like to take a look at a situation that might have occurred last Friday evening, IF we had a Sanhedrin, and IF the Moon would have been visible (it almost was).

Scenario: Kiryat Shmoneh (could happen anywhere in Israel, but K-8 makes things more interesting), Friday evening following the 29th of the month, and it has been calculated that the Moon might be visible. A fellow - let's call him Yossi - was in shul for Mincha and Kabbalat Shabbat and now someone is giving a five minute dvar Torah before Maariv. Yossi takes the opportunity to go outside and stretch his legs. Outside, he looks to the western horizon where the Sun has recently set. The changing colors are beautiful, the air is cool and clear, and - wait! What's that? A tiny sliver of light in the sky.

The WORD OF THE MONTH in Torah Tidbits mentioned that the Moon might be visible. It even gave the approx. position in the sky, and what Yossi is seeing could be it. Yes, Yossi says with a touch of pride, I am observing the first visibility of the lunar crescent. No one is around at this moment to share his experience with, and then the sky clouds up at that point and the Moon (if that's what it was) can no longer be seen.

Yossi is OBLIGATED to get into his car and drive to Jerusalem to appear before the committee of Sanhedrin judges and testify that he saw the L'VANA B'CHIDUSHA, the Moon in its newness. He will be questioned in detail about what he saw, and it might turn out that he will be one of two witnesses whose testimony will allow the Head of the Sanhedrin to proclaim the day as Rosh Chodesh. Holidays during the coming month will be fixed based on Rosh Chodesh.

Let's go back a step. Yossi will be driving to Yerushalayim on Shabbat! How is this allowed? To make the question even stronger, know that the judges of Sanhedrin will have been given accurate computer charts and computations confirming that the Moon would be visible exactly where Yossi claimed to have seen it. In other words, Yossi's testimony will not tell the Sanhedrin anything it doesn't know. But the Sanhedrin cannot act upon their informed knowledge. Eye-witness testimony is required. And Yossi and at least one other witness have provided that requirement. 

G-d had so many choices, so to speak, as to how to handle this situation. He could of had Yossi wait until after Shabbat. He could have allowed the Sanhedrin to act on their knowledge, rather than insist that Yossi "violate" the Shabbat. But He didn't. He gave us, the Jewish People, permission to push Shabbat aside in order to be able to fix our calendar according to the rules (His rules). Actually, we do not push Shabbat aside; G-d does (so to speak).

Why? Is it because the mitzva of Kiddush HaChodesh predated our receiving of the Shabbat? Remember that Shabbat really came first. It comes from Creation. The calendar, the months, the Holidays come from Y'tzi'at Mitzrayim and later. But that's not the point. Neither is level of sanctity. What is the point (maybe) is that G-d is showing us how very much He "enjoys" having us as His partners. And not secondary partners, as we are with Shabbat. With the Calendar and the Holidays, we are the main partners. What we say, goes. Even if we make a mistake, Rosh Chodesh is when we say it is. Using calculations and computers for fixing the calendar means that G-d and His creations - the Sun, Moon, Earth - determine what's what. Requiring eye witnesses gives us the active role in the process. That (apparently) is what G-d wants for us.

Sedra-Stats

15th of 54 sedras; 3rd of 11 in Shmot

Written on 207 lines in a Sefer Torah

14 parshiot; 8 open, 6 closed

106 p'sukim • ranks 29th (7th)

Same number of p'sukim as To'l'dot and Vayigash, but more words and letters than either of them

1655 words: ranks 21st (5th)

6149 letters: ranks 22nd (6th)

Among the longest verses in the Torah; THE longest in Shmot

BO contains 20 mitzvot of the 613; 9 positive, 11 prohibitions

In the first 14 sedras of the Torah, there have been only 3 mitzvot. Parshat BO is the beginning of the Torah, mitzva-wise.

Aliya-by-Aliya Sedra Summary

Numbers in [square brackets] are the Mitzva-Count from Sefer HaChinuch.

Kohen - First Aliya - 11 p'sukim - 10:1-10

G-d once again (previously with Frogs and "Dever") sends Moshe to Par'o (in his palace) to warn about the Locust.

[SDT] The signature of this week's sedra - BO EL PAR'O is a phrase that occurs three times, each as an introduction to one of the Plagues. Specifically, G-d said to Moshe to "come before Par'o" for the middle plague of each 3-plague set - FROGS, DEVER (animal disease), LOCUST. Baal HaTurim points out that when G-d sends Moshe to the royal palace, He uses the term BO. When He sends him to the river to find Par'o there, He uses the term LEICH.

This time, however, it is with the additional statement that G-d has hardened Par'o's heart so that His wonders will be evident to all, and that all will know Him. Moshe and Aharon warn Par'o of the potential devastation (the description of which is longer than usual).

Par'o's servants (advisors?) pressure Par'o into agreeing to release the People. Par'o offers Moshe the adults. Moshe's reply (which becomes a Jewish hallmark for the ages) is that our religious experiences must include ALL Jews, young and old. (Judaism places a premium on Chinuch.) The continuity of Judaism depends upon the relationship of one generation to the next. Par'o rejects this (as have other adversaries throughout our history) and expels Moshe and Aaron from his presence.

Locust were sent by G-d to punish Egypt by devouring the produce of the land. This was "measure for measure" punishment for the excessive field and planting work that Par'o imposed on the People of Israel in order to demoralize them and to prevent them from having a normal family life.

[Here's a Thought] Commentaries point out that Par'o and the Egyptians continually "overdid" their oppression and enslavement of the Jews. Even if we were to suggest that punishment is unfair to those who were acting according to G-d's wishes, it is for the excesses that they are being held strictly accountable. "Yes, I told you to rough them up, but I never said anything about beating them so mercilessly." (This does not mean to suggest that people who "play a part in G-d's plans" are not held accountable for their "regular" actions. They are. But there is special emphasis on the excesses. Having the people slave at making bricks is one thing. Withholding straw for the purpose is excessively cruel. Etc.)

On the other hand, the excessive cruelty of the Egyptians is partially responsible, so to speak, for G-d's switching to His Midat HaRachamim in judging the people, from the Midat HaDin which might have kept us in Egypt longer. The original prophecy to Avraham Avinu called for 400 years. Actual time spent in Egypt (not even in slavery) was "only" 210 years. The inclusion of the years from Yitzchak's birth is (can be seen as) a result of the excessive harshness of the Egyptian experience.

Levi - Second Aliya -12 p'sukim - 10:12-23

G-d tells Moshe to raise his hands over the land. Moshe raises his staff and the locust come. So overwhelming is this plague that Par'o "hurries" to call for Moshe and Aharon, admits to them that he has sinned, and asks them to pray for the removal of this terrible plague. Moshe does so, and a "reverse" wind causes the locust to disappear completely. G-d once again hardens Par'o's heart.

Plague #9 (just like #3-Lice and #6- Boils) is brought without warning.

The thrice repeated pattern is (1) find Par'o at the Nile and deliver the warning, (2) go to his palace and bring the warning "closer to home", and (3) twice-warned is sufficient; he won't let the People go, bring the next plague without additional warning. Additionally, there is an escalation in severity from the first to the second to the third plague in each set of three plagues.

Darkness, an unusual tangible darkness (not merely the absence of light), descends upon the Egyptians for a paralyzing 3 days (Rashi indicates that it was of a duration of six days). In the Jewish neighborhoods, there is light.

[Here's another thought] If darkness is usually considered to be the absence of light, then that can be the definition of "natural" darkness. Consistent with the other Makot, the plague of Darkness was not natural. Some of the unnatural qualities of the Darkness of Egypt was that it was substantive, that lighting a fire would not dispel it. This was a supernatural darkness. Perhaps, a darkness like pre-Creation darkness.

[SDT] "Man did not see his fellow, nor did a person rise from his place..." The Chidushei HaRim writes that this is a description of the worse kind of darkness in human life, when a person does not see the suffering of his fellow. Not only does he not extend his hand to help the other, but the  ultimate result is the inability of the individual to even help himself. The People of Israel had light throughout their dwellings. May we always be able to see the plight of our fellow Jews and respond with acts of Chesed worthy of our Heritage.

Shlishi - Third Aliya -9 p'sukim - 10:24-11:3

Par'o calls for Moshe and tells him to go, even with the children, but to leave the livestock behind. Moshe insists that ALL will leave.

[SDT] Moshe's words to Par'o are: "We will also take our animals with us, for from them we will take to serve G-d." The plain understanding of the pasuk is that Moshe was referring to korbanot, sacrifices. The Malbim has another beautiful interpretation of Moshe's statement to Par'o. "From the animals we will take lessons in how to serve G-d - from the cat we will learn modesty, from the doves fidelity, from the ants industry and honesty, etc." Had we not received the Torah, which teaches us proper conduct, we would learn these lessons from our animals. (And even with the Torah to teach us, we can see practical examples of its lessons in nature.

Par'o once again refuses, and this time he threatens death (he had Moshe's in mind - G-d "took it" in a different way) if he sees Moshe again. He thus inadvertently prophesies his own demise.

G-d next tells Moshe of the final plague, which will cause Par'o to hasten to expel the People of Israel from Egypt.

G-d instructs Moshe to tell the People to borrow gold and silver from their Egyptian neighbors.

G-d "reminds" Moshe that there is one more plague (the "real" one; the one that was presented up front, the one mentioned before all of the others) and then Par'o will send the people on their way.

G-d tells Moshe to tell the people to "borrow" things from their neighbors. He says that the people will miraculously feel kindly towards the Jews (even though the Jews are responsible, in the eyes of the Egyptians, for the hard times they have been suffering). G-d implanted in the eyes of the Egyptians an admiration and respect for Moshe.

[SDT] Par'o usually called for Moshe AND Aharon when he wanted to have a plague ended. With Darkness, he calls just Moshe. The KLI YAKAR explains that Par'o was aware of the story from Moshe's infancy that after being hidden for three month, his parents were not able to continue hiding him. This, explains the Midrash, was due to a light that appeared when Moshe was born. Par'o felt that the person who could dispel the darkness would be Moshe alone.

R'VI'I - 4th Aliya - 27 p'sukim - 11:4-12:20

Moshe says, in G-d's name, that He (G-d) will kill ALL Egyptian firstborns, that the screaming from the killings will be unprecedented, and that in total contrast, utter tranquility will reign in the Jewish area. G-d says that Par'o will once again refuse even this threat, so that the full course of wonders and miracles will benefit the People of Israel.

[SDT] One commentator says that Moshe was distraught by the extent to which Par'o went in his refusal to let the People go. Such dedication to wickedness in the face of such devastating punishment was truly disheartening to Moshe. How can the power of evil be so strong? How can someone fight against it and hope to win? G-d's answer was that it was He Who hardened and strengthened Par'o's heart. Left on his own, Par'o would have given in long before. Theoretically, G-d could do this to punish us, but in this case it was for our benefit.

The S'fat Emet marvels at the fact that only G-d would give the power to a wicked person to oppose Him. Why would G-d give Par'o the ability to defy Him? In order to bring about the marvels and wonders of the Exodus, so that the People of Israel shall know beyond doubt that G-d has taken them out of Egypt.

MAKAT B'CHOROT hit from the firstborn of Par'o to that of the servants. Why should the plain members of society suffer for the sins of the rulers? Because they too helped with the enslavement and oppression and rejoiced in it. Thus the commentaries say of Egypt more than 3300 years ago. We saw the same behavior only 55years ago with the fine German citizens who want us to believe it was just the Nazis who were responsible for the Holocaust.

[SDT] The Torah describes the tranquility of the Jewish area with the statement "a dog didn't even bark". Dogs usually sense death and instinctively react. To highlight the contrast between the Egyptians and the Israelites, the dogs were miraculously silent. In "tribute" to the dogs for their role in bringing greater honor and appreciation to G-d on the night of the Exodus, the Torah rewards them by telling us (elsewhere) to throw our "treif" meat to the dogs. (This applies only when a forbidden food is NOT also forbidden to derive other benefit therefrom.) Thus we have an unusual lesson in HAKARAT HATOV, acknowledging the good that another does for you.

[SDT] "No dog wagged its tongue" - The Chidushei HaRim sees this as a reference to the terrible sin of Lashon HaRa, gossip and slander. It can be said that Lashon HaRa caused us to be enslaved in Egypt. The Torah tells us that Yosef brought evil reports about his brothers to their father Yaakov. Their hatred for him resulted in his descent to Egypt and subsequently brought everyone else down there. Secondly, it was the Lashon HaRa of Datan and Aviram who informed on Moshe to Par'o, that he (Moshe) had killed an Egyptian, that put Moshe's life in grave danger. Redemption could not (would not) occur unless we had "straightened out our act". The Midrash tells us that the Jews in Egypt managed to keep the secret of the reason for our "borrowing" Egyptian vessels from our neighbors, for twelve months! A people who can manage not to divulge this information for a whole year has succeeded in purging itself of the temptations of R'chilut & Lashon HaRa, and merits redemption.

G-d commands the setting up of the Jewish calendar [4]. (Lots on this mitzva all the time in TT)

He then commands the taking of a lamb or goat for each household (approx.). The animal was to be taken on the 10th of Nissan (this rule was for "Pesach Mitzrayim" only and not for future Pesachs; therefore it is not counted among the mitzvot of the Torah) and held for the 14th of the month, when it was to be slaughtered in the afternoon [5]. Its blood was to be smeared on the doorposts and lintel (only that first Pesach). The sacrifice is to be eaten on the night of the 15th of Nissan [6], having been roasted, with matza and maror (this being part of the mitzva "for the generations", but not counted separately among Taryag); that is, neither cooked nor partially done [7], but roasted whole. No part was to be left over until morning [8]; any leftovers were to be burned. It was to be eaten with "belt tied", in haste, ready to leave (details for Egyptian Pesach only).

MITZVA WATCH

It is a bit confusing to distinguish between the details of the mitzva of Korban Pesach for all generations and those elements of the story of the Exodus which were meant only for that first Pesach. In fact, it is not just confusing; it is impossible to completely differentiate between the two categories of details... WITHOUT the Oral Law. The Talmud informs us as to what constitutes the mitzva of Korban Pesach. The Written Word is incomplete. Our Torah consists of two inseparable parts - the Written Word and the Oral Law (embodied in the Talmud and other sources). This is a fact that is reinforced over and over again throughout the Torah. If one attempts to understand the Written Word without the Oral Law and Tradition, there will be confusion at best and distortion and perversion of G-d's Word, at worst.

Then G-d will "pass through" Egypt on that night, kill the firstborns, and "pass-over" the Jewish home with the blood-marks. This shall become a holiday for all generations. Matzot are to be eaten for seven days and on the previous day (Erev Pesach) Chametz is to be eliminated from our homes [9]. (Eating of Chametz on Pesach is a rejection of membership in Klal Yisrael, hence the punishment of "excision".)

The basis of Yom Tov is set down in 12:16 - specifically that Melacha is prohibited, as it is on Shabbat, with the exception of "that which is needed for food".

The Oral Law and Rabbinic legislation combine to define that which may be done on Yom Tov. It is far more complicated than the pasuk seems to indicate. Logic cannot always explain the way things work out.

The source of "sh'mura" matza is in 12:17. The mitzva of eating matza on seder night [10] is followed by the prohibition of possession of chametz during all of Pesach [11]. Foods containing chametz are also forbidden [12].

MITZVA WATCH

Because the prohibition of chametz and the mitzva of matza are linked to each other in the same pasuk, we do not view Matza as a purely positive time-related mitzva. We might have thought that women would be exempt from the mitzva of matza; they are not exempt. In fact, women are obligated to perform other Seder night mitzvot as a package deal with matza. Specifically, women are obligated to fulfill the mitzva of Hagada - they should not be silent observers at the Seder table, but should participate in transmission of the story and details to their children and guests. Women are also obligated to drink four cups of wine. Our Sages give an official reason for this requirement (and that of Megilat Esther and Chanuka candles, as well) - "For they too were involved in the same miracles. " There are technical differences between the "official" reason for a woman's obligation of a time-related Torah law and a Rabbinic Mitzva.

Chamishi - fifth Aliya - 8 p'sukim (12:21-28)

Moshe gathers the elders of the People and relays G-d's instructions. He also tells them that when the People get to Eretz Yisrael, they will continue to commemorate the events of the Exodus, with questions and answers between the generations. The People do as commanded. Note the familiarity of the text (think Hagada) but also note the different combinations of questions and answers between the Torah and the Hagada.

Notice something. Not only is going into Eretz Yisrael part of the Promises of Redemption, but in the statement of the laws of Korban Pesach there is reference to "when you will come to the Land..." To the tachlis aspects that they had to attend to, is added the Package Deal aspect.

Shishi - sixth Aliya - 23 p'sukim (12:29-51)

It comes to pass, that the Egyptian firstborns are smitten, that the Egyptians shower the People of Israel with gifts, and hurry them on their way. The People leave in such haste that they take quick-baked breads with them without taking the time to let the dough rise. Approx. 600,000 men plus women and children leave Egypt, together with many Egyptians who are smart enough to flee with them. Thus ends a 430 year period of exile (according to some reckonings, this is the length of time from the prophecy to Avraham at the Covenant between the Parts and the Exodus). That night shall be a special night for all of Israel throughout the generations.

[SDT] The period of Egyptian "Slavery" is given as 400 years and as 430 years. An interesting Drash on the extra 30 years is that it corresponds to 210 yrs. of Shabbatot. A reasonable master would allow his slaves one day a week off. Par'o was excessively oppressive, not allowing the Jews to rest even one day. These extra30 years of Shabbatot are acknowledged by G-d, so to speak, by being added to the total.

The Torah now shifts from relating the story of the Exodus back to the rules for the Korban Pesach. Jews who have "left Judaism" and embraced another religion [13], non-Jews, even those who are committed to the Seven Noahide Laws [14] may not eat Korban Pesach. The Korban must be eaten in one place; removing it from its place is forbidden [15], as is breaking a bone in it [16]. Only Jews participate. An uncircumcised Jew may not eat of the K.P. [12] A true convert to Judaism is equal to a born-Jew. The People did as commanded and on the day in question the multitude left Egypt.

Observation: There are some parts of the Torah that are completely story-telling. The Book of B'reishit is a good example. (This is not to say that we don't learn things from the stories in the Torah.) Some parts are solid Mitzva. Parts of Vayikra and D'varim fit that description well. And other parts of the Torah are an interesting blend of story and mitzvot. Parshat Bo is an excellent example of the blend-type sedra.

SH'VI'I - 7th Aliya - 16 p'sukim - 13:1-16

As a commemoration of the Exodus (specifically plague #10), we are commanded to sanctify firstborns (human, kosher farm animals and donkey. Each of these categories of "b'chor" is treated differently) [18]. The Torah sets down the continuous observance of Pesach, even after entry into Israel.

The sedras of Shmot, Va'eira, Bo, B'shalach give us a good way to start gearing ourselves towards Pesach before the panic sets in.

MITZVA WATCH

Here in Parshat BO, we have the general command concerning the sanctity of the firstborns and the specifics about one type - the firstborn donkey. Elsewhere in the Torah are the details about firstborn humans and those of the 3 types of domesticated animals - cow, goat, sheep. A human firstborn MUST be redeemed. A kosher animal eligible for the MIZBEI'ACH as a sacrifice MAY NOT be redeemed. A firstborn donkey SHOULD be redeemed.

Specifically, the firstborn (if it is male) offspring of a donkey may not be used by its owner until it is officially exchanged (redeemed) for a sheep or the monetary equivalent of a sheep. The sheep (or money) is given to a Kohen as one of his 24 gifts of the Kehuna. The baby donkey then becomes the full possession of its owner.

According to the Torah, if the donkey owner refuses to redeem it, he must destroy it. Although this too is counted among the 613 mitzvot of the Torah, it is clear that the Torah "wants" the owner to redeem it and not resort to the terribly wasteful alternative.

Although one can get out of this mitzva by selling a part interest in the mother donkey to a non-Jew before the firstborn is delivered, the Shulchan Aruch forbids doing so, since the opportunity to do a mitzva would be lost. The reason the Shulchan Aruch had to warn us NOT to get out of this mitzva is that in the previous section it taught exactly that method of getting out of the mitzva of the firstborn of a kosher animal and required us, by Rabbinic law, not to allow ourselves to have that mitzva of B'chor. In other words, the same "legal technicality" (partnership with a non-Jew in the expectant mother) will succeed in our not having a mitzva to perform. In one case, kosher animal, it is too problematic without a Beit HaMikdash to allow the mitzva to exist (so to speak). In the other, donkey, the mitzva can be performed with no problems, and so it should be performed.

Chametz may not be eaten [19] or even owned [20] on Pesach. It is a mitzva to relate the story of what happened [21] at the Seder. T'filin also serve as a reminder of the Exodus.

Pesach must be in the spring, the time of renewal of nature. (This requires Sanhedrin to periodically add an extra month to postpone Pesach, so that it will always be in the spring. When there is no Sanhedrin, we have a fixed pattern for 13-month years; when there is a Sanhedrin, it has discretionary leeway within specific guidelines.)

MITZVA WATCH

Rambam states clearly that the two components of the Jewish calendar - Kiddush HaChodesh, the sanctification of the Month and Ibur HaShana, the intercalation of the Year, shall be counted as a single mitzva (numbered as [4] above). He notes that there are two separate p'sukim that command these two different procedures; he nonetheless insists that they are part of a single mitzva to make the Calendar. Ramban disagrees and counts each as its own mitzva. This is one of many points of disagreement between the Rambam and Ramban on the counting of mitzvot.

A first-born-male donkey must be redeemed [22] or destroyed [23] (a less desirable alternative).

The Torah reiterates the significance of the younger generation asking and receiving answers and explanations about the origin of the Nation.

The T'filin connection is also repeated. The two final portions of BO join the two first portions of the Shma as the four passages of the Torah contained in each of the two T'filin (written together on a single strip of parchment in the "shel yad" and on four separate parchments inserted into four distinct chambers in the "shel rosh"). The last 3 p'sukim are repeated for the Maftir.

Haftara - 16 p'sukim - Yirmiyahu 46:13-28

Parallel to the sedra, Egypt's downfall (at the hands of Bavel) is prophesied. (It is quite rare that a prophecy to another nation is used as a Haftara.) Israel, however, shall not fear; G-d is with us! The pasuk that assures us about the Ultimate Redemption mentions that it might happen in the distant future. Nonetheless, we shall not despair. This can be seen in context of the well-known notion that the Mashiach will either come "in his appointed time", or sooner. It depends upon us.

Rabbi Dr. Julian G. Jacobs in A Haftara Companion points out additional connections between sedra and Haftara. Locust are mentioned in both the sedra and Haftara. In the sedra, of course, locust is the 8th plague, the first of three mentioned in BO. In the Haftara, the Babylonian army is compared with the countless nature of swarms of locust. Aside from Egypt facing defeat in both sedra and Haftara, Egypt's deities are singled our for Divine destruction. In both sedra and Haftara we find that the underlings of the leaders of Egypt are much more in grasp of the reality of the situation they face than their leaders are.

PARSHA-PIX

Across the top, right to left, are the final three plagues - locust, darkness, and the killing of the firstborns. The sword is particularly appropriate to represent Makat B'chorot since the Midrash says that the firstborns of Egypt took to the sword to fight for Israel's release, so that they might be spared G-d's rath. Matza is matza. Duh. Lamb in the middle is the K.P. The clock reads "about midnight". G-d told Moshe that He would strike at midnight. Moshe related to the people that it would happen "around" midnight, so that no one should question G-d if their calculations of time we inaccurate. The dog is barking, because it isn't The Night. The can is a Hebrew pun for LEIL SHIMURIM. The donkey and goat are for exchange. T'filin are T'filin. The baby is a B'CHOR or the child to whom we tell of the Exodus. The guard is for the many terms of SH'MIRA in the sedra.

Special multiple-Kol HaKavods to Zvi Stone for (1) finding the inconspicuous PPP in last issue, (2) solving it, (3) faxing the sol'n in an entertaining manner. PAHA is Russian for RANA which is Latin for FROG, as per Plague #2.

B"H Yom Yom from Day by Day in Jewish History by Rabbi Abraham P. Bloch z"l

[6 Shvat] Jews of Majorca were guaranteed protection, 1393. This was "forgotten" about 20 years later, when persecution started up again. 20 years after that, the Jewish community was destroyed.

[January 13] Emile Zola published "J'Accuse", 1898. Pravda article, 1953, touched off a wave of virulent anti-Semitism throughout Russia.

[7 Shvat] Jews no longer required to attend conversionist services, 1430 (sounds good). Fifth Aliya began, 1930. KAF-CHET SAMEI'ACH., 1972.

[January 14] The Church burned Hebrew books and manuscripts in Rome, 1601. (It boggles the mind to try to imagine what writings were completely lost to us throughout our history.) Albert Schweitzer's birthday, 1875.

[8 Shvat] The period of the Elders (Z'keinim, the contemporaries of Yehoshua) came to an end; marked by an ancient fast day. Jews of Colmar (Northern France, I think) arrested for well-poisoning, 1348. (They were burned at the stake several months later.) Public execution of 9 Jews in Damascus, 1969. ASC b. LIJ, 1980.

[January 15] Jews of Switzerland were granted civic equality, 1866. (This came about due to considerable pressure from the United States on behalf of some of its citizens who had been discriminated against.)

[9 Shvat] If the following entry (or any others) sounds familiar, it's because it appeared two issues ago under January 4th. When I go through the dates in

the book, there are some items that I'll list only under the Jewish date - such as Yahrzeits - and some only under the secular date. Some don't get included at all, and some - the ones I choose to stress - are double-entered. That won't happen in the same issue, of course, but if the Jewish and secular dates are not in the same THU-to-THU range AND if the  item is particularly noteworthy, then it will appear twice.

In Toulouse, France, there was a Jew who converted to Christianity. He returned to Judaism, B"H. He was subsequently buried in a Jewish cemetery. Rabbi Isaac Males, HY"D, was burned at the stake, 1278, by the Inquisition, for allowing the burial. The severity of his punishment was based on the Church's need to deter those who might feel drawn to Judaism. Yahrzeit of Rabbi Eliezer Silver, leader of American Orthodox Jewry, 1968.

[January 16] First hospital in America under Jewish auspices, Mt. Sinai in New York, founded, 1852. The LAMED-HEI, 35 members of the Hagana who betrayed, ambushed, and killed by Arabs in the hills of Hebron, 1948. Prohibition began in the U.S., 1920.

[10 Shvat] Seven German Jews were tortured and burned at the stake, 1235. Yahrzeit of the "Previous" (Chabad) Rebbe, 1950. He was the father-in-law of the last Lubavitcher Rebbe (there does not seem to be a big rush to appoint a new one). 

[January 17] Earliest authorization for the establishment of a university (including medical and juridical departments) under Jewish auspices (sort of an early version of Yeshiva University), Sicily, 1466. Ben Frankin's birthday, 1706.

[11 Shvat] The Jews of Colmar (see 8 Shvat) were expelled, 1510.

[January 18] Speaking of universities... Judah Touro - American Jewish philanthropist - died, 1854.

[12 Shvat] Nazis provoked the first anti-Jewish riots in Amsterdam, 1941. The Jews successfully fought off their attackers. Two years later, 1943, to the day (12 Shvat), Jews in the Warsaw ghetto put up their fist resistance to the Nazi effort at liquidation. We years later, to the day, the Russian army liberated 2819 survivors of Auschwitz.

[January 19] 6000 Jews killed in Bucharest riots, 1941. Robert E. Lee b.d. 1807. Edgar Allan Poe's b.d., 1809.

[13 Shvat] French National Assembly granted full and equal citizenship to the Portuguese and Avignonese Jews, 1790. France was the first European country to pass such liberal legislation.

[January 20] Meeting chaired by Gestapo head Rhinehard Heydrich, discusses the implementation of the "Final Solution of the Jewish Question", 1942. Franco met with Jewish representatives to discuss the legal status of the Jewish community in Spain, 1965. First such meeting since 1492. George Burns b.d. 1898.

Meaning in Mitzvot by Rabbi Asher Meir

Each week we will discuss one familiar halakhic practice and try to show its beauty and meaning. The columns are based on the commentary "Meaning in Mitzvot" on the Kitzur Shulchan Arukh. You can subscribe by visiting Yeshivat Har Etzion's "Virtual Beit Midrash", www.vbm-torah.org.

NIGHTS OF WATCHING

The idea of watching or vigilance is a central theme in our parsha. The root "shemira", "watching", appears no less than eight times. We were bidden to watch the sheep for the Pesach sacrifice several days before the holiday (Shemot 12:6); to watch the matzot (Shemot 12:17); to watch and observe the day itself as a festival forever (Shemot 12:17); to watch and keep the particular observances of the festival (Shemot 12:24); to watch and keep the observance as a whole (Shemot 12:25); and to watch and keep the laws of Pesach as a commemoration of the Exodus (Shemot 13:10). And Pesach night itself is referred to as a "Night of Watching" (Shemot12:42).

The status of Pesach as a "night of watching" has specific halakhic expressions. For instance, on ordinary Shabbatot we follow Maariv with the blessing "Magen Avot", in order to allow latecomers and slow daveners to catch up, so that they won't be endangered by walking home alone. (SA OC 268:8 and MB 20.) But on Pesach, which is a night of watching, this blessing is omitted. (SA OC 487:1.) For the same reason, those parts of the bedtime "Shema" which are meant for protection are not said on Pesach night. (Rema OC 481:2.)

Shabbat too is considered a day when we are specially protected from harm. It is for this reason that the blessing preceding the Maariv Amida doesn't refer to HaShem as "Protector of His people Israel" (shomer amo yisrael), but rather as He "Who spreads a canopy of peace" (hapores sukkat shalom). (SA OC 267:3, MB 7, based on Zohar Bereshit, I:48a.) Yet "Magen Avot" and bedtime Shema are still said! What is the difference between the two kinds of protection?

The Prisha suggests that Shabbat protects us only when we keep it properly. The "sukkat shalom" is a potential, not a promise. However, the special shemira of Pesach doesn't depend on us. (Prisha OC 267:3b.)

We can find a basis for this distinction in our parsha. The Torah speaks of HaShem, so to speak, descending into Egypt in order to smite the Egyptians and spare the Jews: "And HaShem will pass through to smite Mitzrayim... and He will not let the destroyer come to your houses to do harm." (Shemot 12:23; see also 12:12 and12:29). This kind of unconditional protection was necessary for the Jews in the time of the Exodus, who were at a very low spiritual level as a result of living among the Egyptians for so long. 

On Shabbat, the character of the protection is different. HaShem doesn't descend to our place to protect us; rather, we ascend to His place, to a more exalted plane, where we are raised up above destructive forces. This is the metaphor of the "canopy of peace", a specific place where we are protected from harm. Such an ascent requires some participation on our part, and if we don't reach the proper level we still require some special protection.

Rabbi Asher Meir is in the process of writing a monumental companion to Kitzur Shulchan Aruch which beautifully presents the meanings in our mitzvot and halacha. Rabbi Meir - who has given a series on Business Halacha at the Center, as well as three sessions of Meaning in Mitzvot - the Shiur. He will, IY"H, be continuing the series on a regular basis. See back page for details.

WITH OUR CHILDREN... (from last year)

"With our youth and elderly..." Par'o was willing to allow the older generation to go and "celebrate", to exercise their religious prerogative, as long as the children remained behind. This is the formula for the demise of any religion or society. Without the children to follow in the footsteps of their parents, there can be no continuity. It was not only at this point that Par'o targeted the children. We certainly cannot forget his demand of the midwives to kill the baby boys, followed by his command to throw all male newborns into the river. Par'o knew the value and the role of children; so have many of Israel's enemies throughout the generations. But so did Moshe and Jewish leaders of all times. To emphasize this point, the main focus of the mitzvot of Pesach is the transmission of the lessons from one generation to the next.

Think about it. There is a custom, for example, to distribute nuts to the children before the Seder, so they will anticipate the Seder with excitement. The Seder itself begins with our arousing the curiosity of the children, to prompt them to ask questions. The MA NISHTANA is a special focal point of the Seder experience. There is the description of the Four Children in the preliminary "drashot" in the Hagada. The hiding of the Afikoman is meant to keep the interest of the children. The Mitzva of Hagada is specifically to tell the story of the Exodus and to explain the meaning of the mitzvot TO YOUR CHILD. And the songs at the end of the Seder- the counting song, ECHAD MI YODEI'A and Chad Gadya seem to be geared (so say some of the Hagada commentaries) to maintain the child's interest all the way through the Seder.

The emphasis that Judaism places on the children and their education is by no means restricted to the Seder table. The Mitzva of Learning Torah, we are taught, is equal to all other mitzvot combined. The command in the Torah to learn Torah is NOT, "You shall learn Torah", but rather, "And you shall teach your children..."

Teaching children is not only a matter of book-learning. Our obligations in the area of education of our children are not discharged when we sent them to yeshiva to learn. Children (of any age) will learn from their parents by example. The son that sits next to his father in shul, the daughter next to her mother, can learn lessons for a lifetime of davening. The Shabbat and Chagim experiences in the home, the acts of Tzedaka and kindness, etc. etc. that children see in their parents are a vital part of their education and the future of the Jewish People.

A Land flowing with Milk & Honey (from last year)

This phrase appears 14 times in Tanach (additionally in variations). The Chafetz Chaim says that Torah and Eretz Yisrael are to the Jewish People as the Soul & Body are to the individual. A body without a soul is just an empty shell. But the soul needs the body (in this world) in order to be able to achieve its lofty goals. The Torah is the Soul of the Jewish People. Without it, we die. But the soul requires its body, and that is the Land of Israel. (T)Here is where the Torah can live to its fullest.

The Chafetz Chaim's comment is based on the fact that in Tanach, honey & milk represents Torah. Therefore, "A land flowing with milk & honey" can be understood as a land filled with Torah. The hand-in- hand aspect of Torah and Eretz Yisrael is emphasized repeatedly in the Torah.

A Famous Misconception

In the olden times, people did not know as much as we do today about the cycles of the heavenly bodies and they needed eye-witnesses to testify to the first visibility of the Moon in order to know when Rosh Chodesh should be. Today, with advanced knowledge of astronomy and mathematics, with computers and all that, we don't need witnesses. And, IY"H when we will again have a Sanhedrin, we will not need to "go back" to eye-witness testimony; we are far too advanced for that.

Wrong. Not true. Major misconception.

In the olden times, the heavenly cycles were well studied and known. The position of the Moon was known. Rambam says that it is a Mitzva for Sanhedrin to make the necessary calculation in order to be able to tell if witnesses actually saw what they claim to have seen. This means that witnesses came to Yerushalayim to testify to what the Sanhedrin already knew. If the Court determined that the Moon would not be visible, then they did not even receive witnesses. Witnesses can come to testify on that night, each swearing (wanting to swear) that he saw the Moon. It won't move the Sanhedrin to do more than double-check its calculations.

So what am I saying? The Sanhedrin knew when to expect witnesses, so why did they need them. Unlike other kinds of testimony, where witnesses testify to a truth that is unknown to the judges, here we have the opposite. The witness thinks he saw the first visibility of the Moon. He really cannot always be sure. The Moon at this time of the month is showing a very small chip of light - too small to be called a crescent yet - very low on the horizon, where visibility is poorest, shortly after sunset when the western sky is not really dark yet, for a short period of time before the Moon sets. Clouds, ground haze, pollution, fog, trees, buildings, and other obstructions will block out the new Moon. Yet all this time, the Sanhedrin (and anyone else with a basic knowledge of astronomy will know exactly where the Moon is. Rambam mentions the astrologers of his time as experts from whom one might learn appropriate methods of calculation. Today, there are computer programs that serve just as well.

So what's the story? Why do we want witnesses when (a) we know what they are going to say before they do, and (b) they are less reliable than our calculations. And surely we are not going back to sanctification of the months by such a primitive method.

Unsophisticated method? Maybe. But that's not the point. G-d said that the Calendar is OURS. And this is how we are to do it. Because this is what G-d commanded AND because in this way, we are active partners with Him.

THE JERUSALEM INSTITUTE OF JEWISH LAW - Rabbi Emanuel Quint, Dean

Lesson #23 (part 1 of...) When Beth Din Sessions May Be Held

The Talmud (Baba Kamma 82a) records that during the fifth century before the common era, Ezra haSofer enacted ten major decrees. One of these enactments provided that a Beth Din should hold its sessions on Mondays and Thursdays, the second and fifth days of the Jewish week. This enactment was intended to strengthen the judicial process.

Over the centuries the practice has evolved that Beth Din sits in judgment on all days of the week, except as hereinafter specified. Many reasons are given as to the changes in days on which Beth Din meets. One of the reasons is that the requirements of various communities differ. To have a static situation would not be in harmony with the aspiration that the purpose of the judicial system is to make the system work more efficiently for all the citizens. As explained by Rabbi Yoel Sirkus (Bayit Chadash/Bach, Poland, 1570-1641, on Tur Hoshen haMishpat chapter 5), there is a sociological reason for the changeover. In the time of the Talmud, small communities were clustered around the larger cities. The inhabitants of those small communities came to the cities on Mondays and Thursdays to hear the reading of the Torah. This type of communal structure no longer existed in Rabbi Sirkus' times, so that inhabitants of smaller communities no longer had to come to the larger cities on Mondays and Thursdays.

The Torah prohibits numerous activities on the Shabbat and Holy Days. In addition, the Sages proscribe certain other activities. The Sages proscribed the judging of cases on the Shabbat and Holy Days, (Bezah 36b) the reason given is that the judges may write down their decision on the Shabbat or Holy day, and writing on these days is prohibited according to Torah law. If, However, the Beth Din did meet on these days, their proceedings are valid. There may be emergency situations where the most qualified Beth Din in a city may judge on the Shabbat and Holy Days. Also if the plaintiff is not asking for immediate disposition of his lawsuit, but merely wants to acquaint the Beth Din of his claim, the Beth Din may meet on the Shabbat and Holy Days. Thus weddings may now take place on Fridays, since if there is any claim of fraud in the marriage, the husband may gather three persons on the Shabbat to constitute a Beth Din and present his claim to them. In this situation there is no danger of the claims being written down because the Beth Din merely sits to hear the allegations of the plaintiff-husband in order that he may preserve his rights by making timely claim. The Beth Din should not meet on the Shabbat and Holy Days in the same place where they meet on weekdays, unless meetings to discuss communal problems are also held there.

Just as the Beth Din should not judge cases on the Shabbat and Holy Days, it should not sit on judgment on the days prior to these days, namely on Fridays and the eve of Holy Days. The reason given is that the judges will not give enough thought to their decisions since they will be in a rush to conclude and get home to prepare for the Shabbat or Holy Day. With this in mind, it has been held that the Beth Din may convene on Fridays and eves of Holy Days to hear the claims of the litigants, which is ordinarily not a time-consuming matter. This can only be done if all the parties consent to such procedure. The judges may not deliberate and render a decision on these days. The prohibition against rendering a decision may not be waived even if the litigants and the judges agree. Imagine a situation where all of the parties to the litigation, the plaintiff and his lawyer, the defendant and his lawyer, the three judges of the Beth Din, the officers of the Beth Din, witnesses, and the Beth Din stenographer are all present to make notes of the pleadings of the parties. The more time that they have invested there will be a unanimous type of agreement that this can be finished "in just a matter of a few more minutes". Those few minutes of course drag into an hour and the first hour into the second hour until someone finally says its is almost Shabbat. They may make it home on time without any preparation for Shabbat or perhaps not make it home on time. (When our family lived Flatbush we were close to a subway station. There were quite a few occasions when Rena had already lit the candles and I had left for the synagogue that friends came by to drop off their wallets, keys and other things in their pockets. Even after we had an eruv in Flatbush due to the Herculean efforts of Rav Solomon Sharfman, they still dropped off their muktzeh. I am sure each one felt certain that he had adequate time to be home before Shabbat and to prepare for welcoming the Shabbat.)

Of even greater importance is the fact that the judges of the Beth Din might be tempted to decide the case and continually look at their watches and make a hasty decision, when the halachah calls for a deliberate decision. Needless to say in case of emergency situations, the Beth Din may also render a decision on Friday or the eve of Holy Days.

Rabbi Moshe Isserles, the great Ashkenazik "later decisor", citing Terumath haDeshen writes, "There is an opinion that nowadays we may judge on Fridays and the day before a Holy day because of the neglect of teaching Torah which might be caused to teachers. [The teachers were usually off on Fridays and would not miss any school days if they went to Beth Din on Fridays.) This applies specifically to civil cases where the law is less rigid, since the Beth Din has the power of expropriation, but the law is not relaxed in matters regarding prohibited acts. It seems to me that this applies only if it chanced to happen on occasion, but there should not be any Beth Din appointed to sit on Fridays or the day before a Holy Day, and this is the way we are accustomed to act." (Ramo, Krackow, Poland, 1520-1572, Darkai Moshe on Tur Hoshen haMishpat, chapter 5). Rabbi Abraham Eisenstadt, commenting on the last phrase of Rabbi Isserles, cites sources who hold that the Beth Din are also not appointed to meet if a plague is raging in a city. (Piskei Teshuva, on Shulhan Aruch Hoshen haMishpat, chapter 5, comment 3, Poland, 1813-1868.) The topic of the times when Beth Din can function will be continued IYH next lesson.

The topic is fully covered in A Restatement of Rabbinic Civil Law, Volume I, chapter 5 published by Jason Aronson, Inc.

Address comments to quint@inter.net.il
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Usual charge for Israel Center classes and lectures is 5NIS for members, 10NIS for non-mem. Life members, free. Single fee for 2 or 3 consecutive classes.

Motza'ei Shabbat, January 15, 8:00pm - Special "brief" briefing from our man in Shepherdstown - What happened and is happening there and what we need to know about what's really going on - David Bedein, Jet-lagged media analyst - This will be a short presentation. See Monday morning 11:30 for more

Motza'ei Shabbat, January 15, 8:30pm (will begin IY"H at 8:45) - GEFEN AUTHOR'S EVENING - Spiritual Insights from a Jewish Sports Fan - Rabbi James Gordon, Author, Pray Ball! - Pray Ball will be available at a special price

Sundays at 9:30am (women only) - Mystical Insights into the Months of the Year - Golda Warhaftig

Sundays at 10:30am (women only) - MEGILAT ESTHER - Tonia Frohwein

Sundays at 11:30am (women only) - T'hilim Plus - An in-depth study for the mind, heart, and soul - plus The laws of Brachot

Sundays at 12:45pm - MAHARAL - A Depth of Thought - Leah Zitter

Daf Yomi in English - SUN thru THU  •  3:00-4:00pm

Sunday, January 16th, 8:00pm - Root & Branch presents... From Assimilated Jew to Jewish-Christian to Torah-true Jew - Rabbi Yaakov Singer

Sundays at 8:30pm - Taharat HaMishpacha Review for married women - Rabbi Moshe Flumenbaum - Further details, call 538-3701 ext. 108

Sunday, January 16th, 8:30pm - TOFA'AH - Concert for women by women - 25NIS members & students; 30NIS others

Monday mornings, 9:15am - MISHLEI - Rabbi Eliezer Grunbaum

Mondays at 10:30am - The Shma - Rabbi Zev Leff

Monday, January 17th, 11:35am - Shepherdstown - What happened and is happening there and what we need to know about what's really going on here - David Bedein - Media Analyst, just back from Shepherdstown

Mondays 12:30pm (for women only) - Emunah & Bitachon Workshop with Aviva Nissim - based on the book Faith & Trust by Rabbi Shemuel Houminer

Daf Yomi in English - SUN thru THU  •  3:00-4:00pm

Monday, January 17th, - Root & Branch - 7:30pm - Jewish Responses to Local and Global Environmental Crises - 8:30pm - Should You Be a Vegetarian? - Prof. Richard Schwartz

Monday, January 17, 8:00pm - You are cordially invited to a very special evening at the Israel Center - The program will include Dvar Torah by Rabbi Zev Leff, A performance of the Israel Police Orchestra, Very special refreshments, and gift mementos of the evening - And what besides the program makes this evening so special? It is FREE OF CHARGE to all adults. We suggest that you come early to get a good seat.

Mondays, 8:00pm - ANGER: THE INNER TEACHER - ongoing workshops with Rachel Trugman, M.A. - Pre-registration required • 08-9265247

Tuesday mornings, 9:15 - Torah Topics - Dr. Hayim Abramson

Tuesday mornings, 10:30 - Parshat HaShavua - Rabbi Mordechai Spiegelman

Tuesday mornings, 11:30am - Meaning in Mitzvot - Making Daily Practices Meaningful and Accessible - Rabbi Asher Meir

Daf Yomi in English - SUN thru THU  •  3:00-4:00pm

Tuesdays at 7:30pm - Dr. Daniel Stolper with his unique presentation of the Psychology of the Weekly Torah Portion - B'shalach: Dealing with Transition and Change

Tuesdays at 8:30pm - Taharat HaMishpacha Review for married men - Rabbi Moshe Flumenbaum - Further details, call 538-3701 ext. 108

Tuesday, January 18th, 8:30pm - GALUT & GEULA - a special guest shiur by HaRav Abba Bronspigel, one of the Roshei Yeshiva of Yeshivas Rabbeinu Yitzchak Elchanan (RIETS), who has accepted the position of Rosh Yeshiva of the new Beit Midrash Le-Talmud, Kew Gardens Hills, which is affiliated with the newly established Lander College for Men in Queens, New York

Wednesdays, 9:30am - DAVENING (Prayer) - Know it better, make it more meaningful, and be more comfortable with it - Dr. Joel Luber

Wednesdays, 10:30 - Peace of Mind - Alan Romm, P.C.

Wednesday mornings, 11:30am - Choose Happiness - Shoshanna Lane counseling coach

Daf Yomi in English - SUN thru THU  •  3:00-4:00pm

Wednesdays, 7:45-9:45pm - Jewish Philosophy: Rambam's Guide and Ramban on the Torah - Rabbi Chaim Eisen

Wednesday, January 19th, 8:00pm - "Pri" TU B'SHVAT SEDER - Conducted by Dr. Joseph Heimowitz - Explanations, teachings, readings - Wine & fruits will be served - Also introducing... Singer-composer Ben Reuven - 20NIS members (25NIS non-mem) - Adv. registration & payment required - Limited space • First come, first served

Wednesdays, 8:00-10:00pm - Aliya Counseling - Miriam Bass

Thursdays at 10:30am - TT folding in the Library - Shiur while you fold - Parsha or Calendar or both - Phil Chernofsky

Thursdays at 10:30am - SLIM FOR LIFE - Group weight-loss program for women - Your first class - no obligation - Libby, 651-8061 • Elisheva, 999-6479

Daf Yomi in English - SUN thru THU  •  3:00-4:00pm

Thursday, January 20th, 8:30pm - Concert for Women - Neshama Carlebach is back - with a new show - 30NIS in advance • 40NIS at the door

Thursdays, 8:00pm - What the Chumash Actually Says - Alan Smith - Korbanot - The Offerings

Thursdays at 8:00pm - Stories from the Gemara - Reb Yosef Schreiber

Thursday nights, 10:08-ish to 11:00 - Not at the Israel Center - on the radio! - Torah Tidbits Audio - Arutz-7, 98.7FM, 711AM, www.a7.org

Fridays, 8:45 to 10:00am - In-Depth Pirkei Avot - Rabbi Chaim Eisen - Pirkei Avot like you never learned it before!

UPCOMING

Sunday, January 23rd, 8:00pm - Putting a Dream into Action - Special talk by Mrs. Esther Wachsman - Sponsored by Mothers of Sons in IDF Combat Units - Lectures are geared to the general public and not just moms of combat soldiers

Monday, January 24th, 8:00pm - Special Guest Shiur - Rabbi Yossi Adler

Tuesday, January 25th, 9:30-12:30 - Ask a Lawyer - A Morning of Free Legal Advice with Ravit Marans, Adv. - Call 991-0164 to arrange time for your free consult

Motza'ei Shabbat Yitro, Jan. 29, 8:00pm - Memorial Shiur on the 5th Yahrzeit of Etta Ehrman Kossowsky - Shiur by Gila Rosen

TIPUL emergency medical services and the Israel Center are offering Basic CPR - Basic CPR and treatment for choking and stopped breathing for patients of all ages. Recognizing an emergency and how and whom to call for help. Injury prevention, safety measures and reducing the risk of heart disease. - The course length is a total of 9 hours and will be spread out over 3 weeks in 3-hr sessions. - TUE Feb. 1, 8, 15 - 7:30-10:30pm - Cost: 150NIS/members; 180NIS/non-mem - PRE-REGISTRATION A MUST and there is a minimum registration requirement. - Call Miriam, 500-3333 ext. 204

TIPUL emergency medical services and the Israel Center are offering Basic First Aid - First aid for all types of injuries and medical emergencies including: choking, bleeding, burns, falls, vehicle accidents, chronic and acute medical conditions. Injury prevention and safety at home, work, outdoors, when traveling. - Course length: 9 hours (Three 3-hr sessions) - SUN Feb. 13, 20, 27 - 7:30-10:30pm - Cost: 150NIS/members; 180NIS/non-mem - PRE-REGISTRATION A MUST and there is a minimum registration requirement. - Call Miriam, 500-3333 ext. 204

Tree Planting & President's Tour - Tuesday, January 18 - 8:00am to 6:00pm (approx.)

J.N.F. Tree Planting at Sho'eiva, Sculptures Park at President's Forest, Kibbutz Nachshon Glass-blowing, Weizmann Institute, New Visitor's Center, Chaim Weizmann's house, New interactive outdoor science park, Solar Center and new exhibits, Hulda Forest, Guide: Betsy Mehlman - Leaving from the Israel Center - Bring your own lunch - 80NIS p.p. (100 for non-members) - Payment and reservations MUST be made through Shulamit, coordinator 58-119-58 - If there is no answer, wait for the recording and leave your name and phone number after the beep.

Monday, January 24th at 11:35am

YOUR PARENTS/GRANDPARENTS LEGACY IS WAITING FOR YOU

Did you know that Yad Vashem has a disc of over 66,000 names of policyholders of valid insurance policies unpaid since 1940?

Did you know that by January 31st, 2000 over 200,000 names of possible policyholders will be available to the public.

If you have the exact name (as various spellings of names were known pre-1940), date of birth and last address of any relative who died in the holocaust, or who survived the holocaust as an adult but has since died, you may be the beneficiary of a policy.

The largest payment to date is $141,000. The initiator of the Int'l Holocaust Insurance Process will be speaking and will be available to answer your questions.

TIYULIM

For Tiyul Information & Registration, call the Israel Center at 500-3333

As soon as the call goes through, press 201. You'll either talk to a person or be able to leave a message.

Thursday-Sunday, January 27th-30th

Scholar in Residence: Rabbi Berel Wein

Booked solid. If you want to be added to the waiting list, please contact us.

Tel. (02) 500-3333  •  Fax: (02) 538-5186  •  email: philch@virtual.co.il

EILAT WINTER VACATION

Sunday, Feb. 27 to Thursday, Mar. 2

Deluxe accommodations, mehadrin, tours, shiurim, and more • Watch for details

GOLAN

SUN, January 16, 

SUN, January 23

WED, February 2 - In Hebrew (Moadon Sanhedria)

Leaving the Center at 7:45am, returning 8:00pm (approx.)

Lookout Points, Meet locals in situ, KATZRIN, capital of the Golan, Outstanding multi-screen, audio-visual presentation, Tour of the GOLAN WINERY (or Mei Eden or Marom HaGolan)

We will end our day with a delicious dinner (Mehadrin)

118NIS per person (136 for non-members)

Limited space; sign up NOW  •  Bring your own lunch or buy at Qatzrin Shopping Center where we stop for lunch. Additional stops coming and going

Two UPCOMING TIYULIM that are NOT to the Golan

Hebron Hills - The Shepherds' Country - Tuesday, January 258:30am-6:00pm, Led by Haim Makovsky

Highlights: Kever Rachel, Kiryat Arba, Hebron, Sussiya

Spanning Jewish history from biblical times to Israel's future, this tour begins at Kever Rachel. Then on to Kiryat Arba, which serves as an introduction to an inspiring tour of Hebron, the capital of Israel for seven years during the reign of King David, infused with the awesome sanctity of Me'arat HaMachpela. As we explore Beit Hadassah, the Avraham Avinu neighborhood and Beit Romano, we'll uncover the foundations of history that touched the lives of biblical figures including Avraham, Ruth, Yishai, Otniel and Avner. In Sussiya, as we walk through the remnants of this Roman-era Jewish town, it's not hard to imagine the bustling everyday life that once thrived here.

135NIS/mem • 145NIS/nonmem

Shomron - Olive Trees upon the Terraces of Time, Thursday, January 27, 8:30am-6:00pm, Led by Michael Lessann

Ariel, Samaria/Sebastia, Har Gerizim, Kever Yosef

Welcome to a region of contrasts! Ariel, the modern thriving capital of the Shomron, boasts a population of more than 20,000 and the College of Judea and Samaria, scheduled to become the newest Israeli University. In pastoral, scenic Samaria/Sebastia, biblical capital of the Kingdom of Israel at the time of Omri, Achaband Eezevel, we'll uncover the archaeological remains of their palaces, as well as a temple, an amphitheater and a hippodrome from at least three historic periods. This city was conquered by Shalmanser the Assyrian, Alexander the Great, and John Horkanus, and renamed Sebastia by Herod the Great. Har Gerizim marks the site where the Children of Israel received G-d's blessing. From this area, where Avraham first entered the Land of Israel, we can see breathtaking views of the Jordan Valley and the Dead Sea, and as far north as the Golan Heights. We close the tour with an inspirational visit to Kever Yosef and the Yeshiva Od Yosef Chai where we'll meet the dedicated young men who study there.

135NIS/mem • 145NIS/nonmem

The Jewish Outreach Center of Ra'anana in cooperation with the Israel Center present... Pesach Holiday at the Sol Marine Resort Hotel

Enjoy a fabulous Pesach at this NEW resort hotel on the Mediterranean located in Northern Nahariya (15 min. walk from city center)

Daily activities for all the family abound, and your Pesach holiday will be an unforgettable experience.

INCLUDING...

Full board (3 meals plus high tea), Daily tiyulim for the whole family, Daily entertainment for children and adults, Children's Mo'adon, Beautiful swimming pool and water slide, Full range of sports activities in and around the hotel incl. diving, water sports, volleyball and ping pong. All rooms air-conditioned, telephone, TV, ocean view, Health Spa on premises, Private or communal Sedarim available,

No Kitniot; yes G'bruchts. Glatt/Mehadrin available at no extra charge. Under Hashgacha of the Rabbanut of Nahariya and Rav Weiss

Shiurim (in English) with Rabbi Shmuel (Stewart) Weiss, director of the Jewish Outreach Center of Ra'anana, member RCA,

Easy Access by Train

Prices beginning at $840 pp. dbl. occ, 7 nights. Jr. & Family Suites available for large families. Up to 5 children in suites at half price. Space is limited  •  First-come-first served. Partial stays possible, depending upon availability. Payment by credit card or check. For information and reservations, call 052-428-508or052-753-446 or email: weildiam@netvision.net.il. See our website (with pictures) at www.geocities.com/raananagroup

OU/NCSY ISRAEL CENTER

10 Straus St., POB 37015, Jerusalem 91370

Phone: (02) 500 3333  •  Fax: (02) 538 5186

email: tt@ou.org or philch@virtual.co.il

Torah Tidbits website: www.ou.org/torah/tt
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DASH CHAM - BEAUTIFUL GIFT BASKETS FOR ALL OCCASIONS

TU B'SHVAT BASKETS, fresh and dried fruit

Birthday Baskets, Baby Baskets, Pamper Her Baskets, Shabbos Baskets, Mazal Tov Baskets, Student Baskets

Worldwide Delivery  •  For our complete offerings, see our website: www.dashcham.com  •  Tel: 02 672 2355  •  Fax: 02 672 4673

Pesach Rental - Fully furnished, spacious 3-bedroom apt. in Old Katamon. Kosher. Cable TV. Flexible dates. 972 2 679-8708

Dear Torah Tidbit Reader,

We launched our Cool Campaign around Rosh Hashana to raise funds to air condition our auditorium. We are immensely grateful to those of you who have so generously donated and we are happy to announce that we are more than half way there. We still have a way to go though and are therefore appealing to you to help us reach our goal. Due to the size of the auditorium and the need for extensive rewiring, the cost is estimated to be about $30,000.

We have designated the MIZRACH wall of the auditorium as a Dedication Wall - one part in honor of, and the other part in memory of loved ones. It is our hope that the learning from the many shiurim in that room will be a merit for our donors and the people inscribed. The prominent display in a room where words and thoughts of Torah are shared by so many people is a fitting tribute.

We are requesting donations of $500 per plaque (smaller amounts will be greatly appreciated too). We will be contacting those who contributed or pledged already - about the text of their plaques. Those who have not yet contributed - we hope you will be contacting us soon.

THANK YOU VERY MUCH!

We can handle donations in cash, check, or credit card, and donations in installments - shekels or dollars. US$ checks made out to P.E.F. ($50 min.) are US tax-deductible.

