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This[Bhabbatisfhed34thlday[(of(355)@ndhe20th[Shabbatlof[51)[df[(3767
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Lessonfrom@[Mcoincidence"

Coincidencelis[fheldoteworthydlignmentldfifwoldrithoreldventsidridircumstances
withoutldbviousldausalldonnection.dlet's[detdid[df(fheIhst[partdffheldefinition
andIearn@Iéssonfromtheldoteworthy@lignmentldffivoldccasionsthatidefinitely
do[Raveldlmheaningfulldonnection.[DUBiShvatfallsidnShabbatShiral@dbout[30%
of (theimel[dIlstatistically, (Xhat'sCoften.[dnCrecentyears,[(TULBiShvatLWaslbn
Shabbat[3,[4,[And[¥Y Years[ago.[Whenlit[happens,[aslit[doesthis[Year,[dne's
pondering[tends[tolgolin[theldirectionLbf[MiraclesCind[Nature, LWith[Parshat
B'ShalachlgresentingfheltiraclelSideldfthefhoughts@ndUBiShvatfbcusinglus
on[mature.@habbat$hiral@nd[TUBiShvatlpresentlusWwithlhterestinglprepare
for[@lplayldnords; [gleaseldon'tlgroan(llfbodfbrihought.

Gld[dayslibMoshefhatHelill[drovidelthelgeopleith[[ObreadfromXhelReavens"
whichfhelpeoplelwilll[datherldn[dldaily
basis,(thatOlmaydesthem,Whether
theywillCwvalkCOnCimy[Crorah, CorChot".
Rashild explains thatd GLd O will[d see
whether[thelpeople[follow[kthellules
relatedodheMNL{manna)lwill dhey
leaveldverldny@ndwillEheyIbok[{forlit
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On the fourth day of Creation,
"G d made the two great lumi
naries, the great one to rule the
day (Sun) and the lesser one to

rule the night (Moon)..."
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Lead(Tidbit .

peopleWouldleeplGLd'sl[dommandthentsldr
not,[@And[h[particular,@hat@heléxperienceldf
the[MNOWould[teach[people[that[Tmanldoes
notivelby[Bread@lone", utByBhelvord[df
Gd.

Okay[{actually,Welghould[day[@U), [Wntil[dow
we'velbeenalkingAbout[®he[Fhabbat[Fhira
sideloflissue.[Theliracle[$ideCof[fheRopic.
Let's[bring[thingsCdownloléarth.[Tollhe[TU
BiSh[IMat[didel[dfthelday.

Weldo[HotPeceiveMECHEMMINHASHAMAYIM
anymore.[TheNRad@n@imost40Ltearldun
andCéndedWhen[BneilYisraelC&ntered[Eretz
Yisrael.[OAOsampleOofCOIMNCOwaslkeptasla
reminder, [ButWedodbngerldeceivedNEnd
weldollbnger[@te[MN.

Welkat[LECHEMCMINCHAARETZ.CAndCmany
otherfhingshatldomedromheldround.[And
manyUotherCthingsCfromOnature.C(And, Cof
course, foodCanddrink[hatCareCmadeldrom
naturaldIdrCédtherwisedllingredients.dmpor[]
tant$idemote: [Even[thelmostartificial (Hood
ingredientsCAreCimade(from[things[that[G[d
createdChs[Cpart[Cbf[thisChaturalCwvorld[(1Tko
reallyOtOs@IIFromChature.)[(Weltoo[havela
challengel&imilar(dandCmaybelCimore[Subtle)
thanthoseldffheMidbarldeneration.[Because
welhavelmany[dules[anddegulations[hatldo
with[hefood[Welkat.[Yes,[WeltanplanCon
leftovers, Cbut[ve've[got[kashrutlaws[bnd
brachotolhake,[@ndanyldtherfhingsthat
demonstrate[ourkeeping[(GLd[nthelpicture
and@othliewingbod[ds[dSimplelDdecessity[df
life.(Wellbolthust[dlways[deelfthe[Hand[df[G[d
infhelfbodweldat,[@ndBecomelthoremindful
of[(Hisldmnipresencel@nddurldelianceldn@nd
commitment@o[Him.[(Wellooldolhotivelby
bread[dlone.

Word of the Month cont.

Abweekly Torah Tidbits featureto help clarify practical and conceptual
aspectslof the Jewish Calendar, thereby|enhancinglour appreciationlof
Gld's gifttoAm Yisrael of HaChodesh HaZeh Lachem...

If we take a closer look at this idea, we will
concede that the Sun does rule the day, but the
Moon, in its current state, varies from night to night
in the amount of night it rules, and with what
strength. There are nights of a month when there is
only a delicate crescent of the Moon that is visible
for a short time after sunset, and then the Moon is
"off duty", so to speak. There are days when we
can see the Moon "moonlighting" (pun definitely
intended) during the day, while it had only put in
partial duty the night before. And many variations
of this. But there is one time of the month around
the 14th or 15th that the Moon truly rules the night.
The consecutive months of Sh'vat, Adar, Nissan, and

lyar each contain days of note that occur when the
Sun rules the day and the Moon rules the night, all
night, and at its strongest and fullest. TU BiShvat,
Purim, Pesach, and Pesach Sheni. This has been just
a casual observation...

B'shalach STATS

16thloflb4[sedras;#thof(i 1Gn[Bhmot
Writtenlbn[215.330ineslin[alorah,lfanks 7
14[parshiot;[®lopen,biclosed
1160p'sukimltanks23rd[{6thin[Eh'mot)
1681 0Wwordsl[lltanks 9th[(4thlGnBh'mot)
6423lettersllranksi 8th[{4thlGnBh'mot)
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B'SHALACHI[containslalsinglelmitzvalofithe
613,dhelprohibitionbflleavinglone's
ShabbatboundaryIM'CHUMBHABBAT
(T'chum[Bhabbat'simemberIshiplinithe
familylof(Taryaglisldisputedlldetailsiin
MitzvaWatch)

Aliya by Aliya
Sedra Summary

NumbersCinO[squarebrackets]aretheOMitzvaldountCofC0Sefer
HaChinuchDANDRambam’s[0SeferCHaMitzvot. JA=ASEI[{ positive
mitzva); =LAV {prohibition).X:YOs¥he[perek@ndpasukFrom
whichfhehitzvaldomes.

[P>IX:Y{Z)]@ndOS>X:Y{Z)]OndicatelStart[of[aparshalp'tucha
or[§'tumaldespectively.X:Yk[Perek: PasukldfftheBeginningdfThe
parsha; [Z)sdheMumberldfp'sukimhfhelparsha.

KohenFirstliya
14p'sukim13:17114:8

[S> 13:17046)] "When[Par'oLsends the People...",
Gldleadsthemlalonglalcircuitousroute to_prevent
them O from panickingand O returningito D Egypt.
Moshe, (in‘fulfillmentrofrthe promise ‘made torYosef
byrhis‘brothers, takes Yosef's(remains out of (Eqypt
withithePeople.

TheMidrash!tells s that Yosef's boneslhad
m beenlhidden by the Egyptians!inlthe[Nilelin

orderltolprevent(the Israelites from[leaving
thelcountry.[Yosef's(coffinliniraculously surfaced just at
thelright!time, So(that the Peoplecould take!lit With them
whentheylleft.| Welareltaught that Yoseflinerited being
takenoutloflEgypt|for buriallinEretz Yisrael lbecauselhe
hadldarranged|forhis|father's burial there. Moshe, lin(turn,
waslaccorded(the highest honor!11Gd Himself fook[care
oftMoshe's burial, [in(rewardfor the attention he paid(to
Yosef'slremains.



[FYI]CThe[GemaralteachesCus[that[aCdeadbody
itselfMAnddertainlyldnelWholik[defiledHo[d[dead
bodyMlik[allowed[nto@heJLevite[Camp",Cand s
only[BannedfromheMikdashl3rea.[ThisiWekarn
fromBheacthatMoshelook¥osef's[Boneswith
him".O ThisO halacha has significance today
concerningthelChalachicChermissibility(toChscend
Har[HaBayit[ih(Thosel@reas[fhat@re[OUTSIDEhe
placelWherefheMikdash@ndts[dourtyardsMIGHT
haveBeen.Mhat[Partldf(HarHaBayitBasheldtatus
oflftheMevitel[damp,[@ndldnelthay[dofherebllowing
immersiondinCalMikveOtoOridConeselfCof[0"the
defilementfhatldomesfromhelody". [(Defilement
tolaldead[bodyltannot[be*emovedWithout[the
ParalAdumalpotion[@nd[doldneldannotldolihtolfhe
Mikdash[CpartCofCHar[HaBayit.) dTand CwithCbther
restrictions.CACperson$houldCtonsultCa[Ravith
Har[HaBayitlelxperienceBeforeldoingEhere.

G/d/providedianiescortforithe Peoplelinithe form(of
a/pillarioficloudby'dayandapillariofifire atnight.

[P> 14:1014)] GidtellstMoshelof His(plan(tollead
the(Peoplelinisuchlawayl that Par'o  will pursue
themrin‘the/misguided hope ofibringingthemback

toEqypt.

When(Par'oris/notified (byispiesr'whom herhad sent
tor1 accompany! the( Israelites) ] of (| the() People's
whereabouts, (he((with(1GId's helprin- making( his
heart"heavy'/strong) takes'atremendousforce with
him@andichasesafterithePeopleofisrael.

"And Gld\did notlallow(themfo [goIDERECH
m ERETZIP'LISHTIM.  Literally, 'they did[not
takelthe straighttoute(fothelterritorylof'the
Philistines.\Onellcommentator!suggests anllinteresting
DRASHbasedon a playlonwords.[Gld did not!take(the
Peopleloutlof Egyptlin DERECHERETZ, lin(the hormal,
natural Wayoflthings, [butindmiraculous Way. Normally,
bread comesfrom thelground; for the Peopleloflsrael,
Gld(sentthem|bread|firomlabove.[Normally, [water(¢comes
fromlabove;, [for(the Peoplelof'Israel, (G d provided|water
frombelow, [fromthe miraculous Well thatlaccompanied
themlanltheir journeys, linthemerit of\Miriam. [Notfaking
usloutlinlanaturalimanner, leavesus Withnoldoubtthat it
waslindeed! G|d| Who! took usl outl ofl Egypt.| Thislisl a
cruciallfoundation|stonelof Judaism. Notlonlydid e get
outloft Mitzrayim, [butlit ' was G d Wholtooklus out.| Not
onlyldid Heltakelus out, [but(the people knewland know!it
well.

LeviriSecond Aliya !
6m'sukim14:9 14

ThemightyJEgyptianJarmyCpursuesJtheJPeople.
When_the[PeoplelofrIsrael see them coming, they
arelgreatlyfrightlened becauseltherelismoplace(to
flee. They_complaintorMoshe[thatCit-wouldhave
been(bettertothavediedinEgypt.(Moshe(reassures
the[People,lencourages themnot tofear, (promises
themthatCGrdrwill_fightContheir‘behalf, ;and tells
themthat(Egyptwill[sooncease tolexist.

Itlseems(that[ Par'olactuallythought(thathe
m letlthe PeoplelgoTlthat lieléxpelled|the People

from[Egypt.[That'slévenlhatlit seems!folsay
atlthe lbeginningof'this Week'ssedral (WhenPar'olsent|the
peoplelout...).|GldlarrangedtolhavePar'o run dfter them.
Thenlthelévents make!(it ¢rystallclear!folhim land folus(T)
that Gd, landonly (G dfook us out of [Egypt. [Withoutthis
partlofithe Exodus procedure, Par'oland his peoplelland
probably some Jews|aswell, wouldlthink that Par'olhad a
partUinlettingus[1leavel 1 Egypt. [\ With[the lopening
commandmentof!ithe\Aseret IHaDibrotIstating, [l _am
HaShem, your Gld, Whotook Youloutlof Mitzrayim... this
pointlislessential.

Shilishi Third Aliya 1
11 p'sukim 114:15129

[P> 14:15m11)] GLd('asks"(Moshewhy(the People
arelscreaming;letthem justmove/on.

OurlSages(teach us!that therelareltimes!|that
m prayerisLtalled for, “and bther times When
actionlis'thelorderlof!the day. Sometimes e
mustlusellongprayersland petitions; sometimesLalquick
prayernotJonlyOsuffices, Jbutsayingimorellcanllbe
counter productive.[Gld(says:IMAITITZ'AKUEILAIL [why
call'tolMe? MAis spelled MEMHEIL IMEMcanBepresent
the40Ldays and 40 nights(that Moshewas[to[spendin
prayer onlbehalf of the Peoplefollowing the Sinlof! the
Golden Calf. MEM vepresents(longprayer.[HEI can|stand
forlthelsimplelbutleloquent[ 5 bword prayerfor Miriam's
recoveryl] fromU] Tzora'at') whichl] shel] contracted] in
punishment! for speakingUisrepectfully ofl Moshe. And
sometimes, (neithershortnorllonglprayer!lislappropriate.
Atthis[pointof! the[Exodus, [ the brder of! the dayvas
decisivelaction. [Movelit![Therelisanotherléxamplellater
inlthe 1Torah Uofl IMosheland\AharonUspringingUinto
immediatelactionlfolstoplalplague fromkilling(thePeople.
Welmustknowwhen!(fo say T'hilim and Wwent(folact, land
whenltoldo both.

GldtellsirMoshertolraiserhisrhandrover the(Searand
split(it, (sothePeoplewill(belabletopass throughit
oncdryand.GdrinformsMoshethat'Hewillcagain
hardenEgypt'stheart(sothattheywillicontinue their
pursuit. The(Egyptianswillfinallytknow [Gd's Might.
TheCguardianTangelO(pillarCofOcloud) DthatOwas
leadingthe People now(was repositioned between
thel JewsU andl theJ pursuing EgyptianC army,
preventingcontact.

Moshelraiseshishandlabovethe(SeaJand(1G/d
causes_apowerful_easterlytwindtorblowrallnight,
followedbyrarpartingrofthe waters. The Peoplerof
Israellenterthe Searonrdrydand, betweenwalls of
water.

EgyptCboldlyfollows, “buttheirCarrogantattitude
abruptlychangestofearrandipaniciasitheirichariots
lose theirwheelsandbogdownin(theseabed.{This
isfinsharprcontrastiwithitheperfectlytdrylandthat
Israel found beneathiitsifeet.)

Egyptfinally(toorlate) acknowledgesGid, motronly
now, (butretroactively,asthefOneWhorhad fought



forisraeliinEgypt.

Why!(thel stronglwind blowingl all night?| Could! not G'd
havelsplitthe[Sea Wwith(thesnapof a|finger?
m Thelanswerlis: LOf course. But[ the night's
preparation for(the miracles|of\the day|serve
severall purposes.| The Egyptians| arellulledintola  false
senseloflsecurityWhen|somethinglis happening|that(they
canl explain.[Theyldon't[want(tolaccept that the Gldlof
Israellis performingliniracles| for His people. [ Noldoubt,
theirWwizards|explainedthe desertwinds andtheéffectslit
canlhave.[Amonglthe Jews, therelare dalwayslindivid Tuals
who lwould like ot toladmit(to[Gd'sLawesomel powers.
Theytoo\willl1have Itheir[ | "excuse"lin[Ithe Inatural
components| bf the iniracle.[ Perhaps, mostLimportantly,
thiswind (and(thelike) allows us(to relatelto and better
appreciate, themiracles themIselves. A snapof the finger
bringsresults toolquickly [forlus to thinklabout Whatlis
happening. [A[hight fo ponderWwhatlvas goingon, [further
enhanced(thelappreciationoflthel Childrenlofl Israell for
whathadlliappened, was happening, l[and Wwas [fo lhappen.

R'vi'iFourthAliyar:
32 n'sukim14:2615:26

[P> 14:26m6)] MoshelistnowrinstructedbyGrd(to
raiserhisrhandroncermoreroverthe Searsolthatithe
watersmaytreturn..Heldoesso andthe Egyptians
aredrowned. ThePeople, however, havesucceeded
in(passingthroughtheSealandarelecstaticinitheir
salvation.[Theyrattain truerbeliefCandtrustCinCGrd
andlinMosheHis servant.[(Rambam/states/ that
com(Iplete,solid, dasting faithfin[Gdwas attained
atSinai.Herewemustsaythatithebelief wasgreat,
butmotyetpermanent.)

[P> 15:1019)] Nextcomes the Songroflthe Sea.
Whatmakes theSongofthe(Searsospecialis thatit
isfardirectiquoterofithePeoplelofiisrael that(Gdput
into’His Torahverbatim. Infother'words, the testiof
theTorahdswrittenby[G(d; wecomposed thispart.
ItD is0 an0J inspiringd passagel thatD hasC been
incorporatedintothe(dailyidavening.

Itlisbwrittenlin| Sefer HaChareidim that"he wholsays|the
Songloflthe Sealaloudlandlwith|joy, it is asif

m helwaslleaving Egyptlat(thatinoment 1land
hislsinsill belforgiven. " In the meritlof the

SongloflthelSea, Gd split_the[Sealfor thel Peoplel and
forgaveltheirtransgressions.

This9pasukparshals[liniquelntheWwaylitOds
written[ih[d[Sefer[Torah.[Mheldolumnihatldontains
theShiralisWiderhan@llIEheldtherldolumnsihfhe
Torah.[It[k[@MraditionHoStartBheldolumnwith[3
lines[®elonging@ohelprevious[parsha,beginning
with(The[CWwordCHABA'IM.{Many[SifreilTorahCare
written[so[Xhat[CeachCcolumndIIbfChpprox.[R45
columnsBeginswithTheletterWAV, [@xceptEor(3
columnsthisOsCdneldf(Eheive.)Thenldinells
skipped{thisfsNerytare[hdhelTorah)dnddhen
theirstine[0f[AZLYASHIROkOWritten[@IIdhevay
acrossiheldolumn.[ThelmextOinefhas[dnelWword,[@
blankldpace, @[groupldfidords{from3[5),[@nother
blank3pace,(andthen@&3ingleWordlol&nd[the

line.[Call®hisOine[patternCA.[Thehextine[3tarts
with[@[group@dfiwords[{2[8),@Hpace,@nd@nother
groupdfiwords[{B3[5). [TallFhisOinel[pattern(B. [After
theirstdine, Mhedest[df(fheJhiralparshaldonsists
of[@nother[290ines, [Alternating[patterns[ARnd B,
ending@ith@n[A.Then@0inelis[Skipped.Hivelthore
"regular"Inesdf[Torahextinishoff(iheldolumn.
TheldolumnithheShiralBasfheldame@umber(df
lines@s@llTheldtherTorahldolumns, ButlikWider,
asCmentionedCearlier.CAndOtChasChOotCofCblank
spacel@nd@woBlank[dines.[TheSonglih[Haazinulis
alsorittenh@differentdfbrmfromtheldestdfthe
Torah,ObutOthisCcolumnOinOB'shalachOisCdmore
eyeldatchinglyUnusual.

[P> 15:20002)] FollowingtheShiraCportionCisCa
2pasuk’parshardescribingMiriam'srallyingrofithe
women(tojoinintheShiralintheiriownway.

[S> 15:22005)] ThePeople_continue theirjjourney
andfailtofind ‘waterforthreerdays.(Whentheyrdo
findsome, theycomplain(bitterly{pun‘intended) rof
theDinabilityDtoOdrinkJit. OGldOdirects MosheJto
performramiracle’bythrowTingrarspecialpiecerof
woodrintothe waterCwherebythe water[becomes
sweet.

Asidelfroml(thelliteral meaningoflthe fext, this épisode!is
consideredan"allusiontothe primacyof
m Torahlinlthellifelof alJew.[Both[ Torah and
water sustain!life(llspiritualland physical. [In
thelsamevein, "lthreeldays withoutWater" fesultedlinlour
reading(the TorahlonMondayland Thursday,sothat(in
ouranderinglin(theSpiritual desert of!life, weWilllnot
go3ldaysithoutspiritualWater. [Thisisbutone"use" of
thelwellknownlanalogybetween Torahland water. This
idealisnotjustlamatter oflDRASH. [Thellast pasuklofthis
parshatells!thatiflwe WillCharken to Gld's[Voiceland
followlthe[Torah, lkeep|thelmitzvot... [then(all thelills that
befell Egyptiwillriot be putuponlus...

ChamishiFifth Aliya
11 p'sukim115:2716:10

[S> 15:27m4)] The(People nexttravelto Eilim and
from[theretorMidbar[Tsin, enroute toSinai.LThis
time, theycomplainaboutthelackoffood.

[S> 16:400(7)] Gld(tellsiiMoshe labout/ithe IMN
(manna, mahn, yn) which'He(will'soon providefor
thePeople. Moshe tells the People that they will
soon(see ThowGld(hearsiand( listens(to[their
complaints. MNismotjustthefood thatsustainsithe
peoplelthroughouttheirowandering, Uit CisJalsoCa
crucialrtestrofithefaithrthatthepeoplershouldrhave
inGrd. ThetMNwas tofall[dailyexceptforiShabbat,
andwasmnotallowedtobeleftiovermightiexceptifor
whatfellDonOFriday). CThisCfacilitated CaCconstant
strengtheningDof Cour faithin G d Ortheneedto
"trust"Him everysingleday.



Shishi SixthRliva 1
26 p'sukim16:11:36

[P> 16:11m17)] Thelaccountofithe(MN(continues...

Quailimiraculouslyrappearrin/therevening,land(the
peoplereat"meat".COn thenexttmorning, ‘theC(MN[TJ
protected bylallayer of [dew above and below(it(
appears. The[Peoplerarefascinated byritrand ' when
they_questionCMoshe, Cheexplains_therulesCand
procedures set down[ by G'd. Nonetheless, there
were[peoplewhotleftroverrMN from onelday(tolthe
next, and(thisrangered Moshe. And, despite being
told that thecMN will_NOT(fall_on_Shabbat, there
werelindividuals' who wentoutito/searchforiit.

[S> 16:28019)] GidI"takes note" of this display of
lackiof faithrand "asks"Thowlongwewillicontinueto
refuseto keepHis/commands.

ThelparshalofiheMNOs0urirstdealihtroduction
toBhabbat.OrhisOsCtheCmeaning Cbf(theineldn
DAYEINU, (had[Youlgivenisdhe[$habbat@nd[hot
broughtCus[Chear[Har[Binai, CDAYEINU.CAlthough
Shabbati$[@nhtegrallfartldf(Revelationdt[Sinai, it
actually[pre[ldededM™atanorah.

SeveralCcustomsCandOpracticesClcomelfromCkhe
Parshaldffthe[MN.

OurCusebfCkwo[hallotChtCeach[ShabbatCmeal
(ideally,d atO thed thirdd meal,d too)O isO a
commemorationCbof(the[MNOwhich[FelldOnCHouble
quantityldn(Briday,ihHonorldfiShabbat.

Theldoveringloffihel¢hallalks[partially Cduefofihe
layerldfi[dewfhatldoveredland[drotectedfheMN.

WeOearntheOmportantOesson[thatCBhabbatOs
honoredby[beingCprepared For.OtOsChotJustCa
corollaryCofCXheprohibitionsCofCEhabbatThat[ve
prepare[burfoodOnChdvance, OtOsCanCessential
feature[df[Shabbat[@ndfhedole[dffheldaysldflthe
week.

TheOrequirementOofld havingOthreeCO mealsCon
Shabbat,BhaloshBeudot, [slihspiredByIhelpasuk
thatldescribesWhatMosheldaidEbheldeople@bout
theirfirsti(Bnd@llSubsequent)Shabbat.[AndMoshe
said, [dat[t[(kheMN)Ioday, Ibrlfbdaylis[Shabbatiob
Gld,fbdayMouill[BotFInd(X[MN)[hFhefeld.[dhe
threelnstancesCbfCHAYOM[{today)On[theCpasuk
with[@atingl@nd[Fhabbat,Onhspired{shalllivel3ay)
ourBagesblfequirefhreelhealsldnBhabbat.[{It's
moreldomplicated@han@hat, Buthive'll[SufficeWvith
thislexplanation.)

Includedrinrtherinstructions about therMN s/ the
command ot/ to["leave our PLACEron[therseventh
day(torcollectithe[MN)". Thisiwasmnotjustarule for
thatlgeneration;fitlisamitzvafamongthe 613 1the
mitzvalofT'chumiShabbat [24,L321 16:29].Briefly,
therpointrof TCHUM s[notabout howfarcwe may
walkronrShabbat. 1trisraboutrhow farrAWAY FROM
HOMEwemay(go.Thislisobviousfromtherhalachic
detailsCofCT'CHUM. Theweekdaysarefor_going.
Shabbatrisforstayingput{asdefinedibyrhalacha)
andibeingableto"relax"andponderiGd'sCreation
andMasteryoverall.

ArsamplerofithelMN was(storedasia temembrance
forfuture/generations.

Accordingio[Rambam, dheprohibition[of(T'CHUM
SHABBATChas[twolphases.OrhedrorahCprohibits
going[butsideCAd 2[MILboundary,that[Histance
beingtelated[Xo[thel$ize[bf(the[C&ncampmentof
BneilYisraellhfheMidbar.Mhisis[ogical"[Because
itWas[ihBheldontextldflihe[éncampmenthatihe
prohibillXionCwasfirstCcommanded.Orhe[1Sages
drasticallyOreducedtheOdistanceoneCmay[go
outsideRisOplaceldfldwelling”,Hold[there A MILAr
2000CAMOT approx. [km).[ThisChneasureCvas
“borrowed”dromhe[Torah’siscriptionCofCthe
LeviteOcitiesO(theO6OcitiesCofdrefugeandan
additional[d2[ditiesEb[BelgdivenIbfhedeviyim@fter
conquestand3ettlingCof(Eretz[Yisrael)And[their
citymits.@Mhis[boHas@[ogic”Eblit.

Ramban[holds[that[®the[WholeRopic[df(T'CHUMLLs
Rabbinic; that[theMorah[HoesChotChavelsuchlCa
restriction,@ndfhatfhelpasuklihfhisiWeek’s[dedra
fromCOwhichCRambamOearnsO"CHUM, Ois[Ckalking
aboutldtherShabbatmhatters.

It$ImportantEblinderstandhatfhelgrohibition[df
T'CHUM, [beOt[D’'OraitalCbrCD’'Rabbanan, CvasChot
meantoCput@imitCdnphysicalCéxertionCorEhe
distancel@[personlthayldalklidn[3habbat.[AlPerson
who[ livesO inO ad house inO thed boondocks
(yenemsvelt)vhich[s[docatedConCaCsmallCplotCof
landCwithCh(fenceChAroundOt, Cds[trestricted (ko[Ca
distancelofCabout@ kilometrerCoutsidehis[(dence.
Another[personwhoivesOn & bigCEity Ctan[walk
from[dnel@nd@bfheldtherffom GiloEbRamotl@nd
back[CagainlimilesCandOmiles[dIland ChotChave A
problemGf(T'CHUMAtRIl.(And[évenEheirst[guy
withfhe[Bouse@earoldthers[danWalk@roundldnd
aroundBis(gropertydlIBhabbatlbng.[AsbngldsBe
does[hot[goloutsidehis[T'CHUM, [he’'s[dkay.{Not
really,[BecauselRelRasiblflgureldutidhyBelSpends
allCBhabbatCvalkingnlLtirclesCaroundChisChome.)
Thebpicsdf(M'CHUM@E@ndBIRUV@reldomplex.dhis
onlyfbucheddnldfewldoints.

Sh'vi'izSeventhAliya 1
16 p'sukim17-1116

[P> 17:107)] ThelPeople journeyrto Refidim and
again_complain_aboutthe lackofrwater.(ItCis[not
theCcomplaintCitself_that(l'angers"Gd O TitCis the
apparentilackoffaithrandtherdoubtiin‘thevaluerof
theOExodusUthatcastsJalnegativeClightConCthe
People.)Inresponse, G d tellstMosheto gather.the
Eldersijand(1Peoplelland(Istrike1aIrock(lin[Itheir
presencewithChisCmiraculousCstaff. Thelresultis
waterforthePeople.

[P> 17:8006)] Thelfinal9p'sukim((itCisCalsothe
Torah(readinglof Purim morning, telllof the attack
byAmaleklon(thefledglingmation(ofiisrael. Itds the
archrtypicalfight_againstthosewhowouldseek to
destroyrus. This(battle[repeats(itself i1differently



throughoutiJewish History.

[P> 17:14m3)] GidrtellstMoshe torwritetdownland
telllYehoshuarthat1(Gd) williwipe loutithememory
of’/Amalek... This/isinot just/Israel'sibattle, ‘but/Gid's
aswell.

Haftara 52 p'sukim

Sho'rtim4:4 5:31

In[thelitime lofithe1Judges, 'Bnei Yisrael Ifound
themselves( cruellyroppressed. In/thesedralitiwas
Par'o; inl the haftararit is Yavin andhis general,
Sisra.Devorahienlists/Baraktolead an/army‘against
them.Withthe success/of the(battle, Devorahisanga
songlof praiseland thanksto[G(d, similarlinnature
torthatiofiMosherand Bnei Yisrael’in/the parsha.(So
too, (the[People's/faithlin(GId had similar'ups‘and
downs'"[tolthoserin the sedra. Devorahiwas(key(to

restoringarhigh(level of( faith in Gid amongthe
Peoplelandiinleadingthe 'Peopletogreatvictories.

S'faradim readtherSonglof Devorahlas/therhaftara
for B'shalach./Ashkenazim(startrearlierrandrinclude
in'theireadingtherstoryiofSisra'sitemporarylescape
fromBarak/andrhisiarmy, lonly(tofind thisidemiserat
the"hand (and[tent peg)i of( Yael, wife of Chever
HaKeini.
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Lesson #366

Taxing members
of the community

ExternalTaxes

Much(loflwhat(is(8aidlin[thisTesson[and[in some of the
coming[lessonsdescribesthe[Jewish[community (When
theylivedlin[ghettos[and had[testrictive[tights, buthad
the(tight [fo[more[or [less govern(as(they[pleased(aslong
as(they[paid(thelsecularrulers ofl thelcountrylor state
exorbitant(taxes. Everylinhabitant[6flthe ¢community is
obligated to[pay[ the[lexternal [ taxes[ imposedon[the
inhabitants[oflIthe Jcommunity, Jwhether [Jor[lnot[the
inhabitant[is[a[permanent tesident orhas[$omel other
exemption fromlinternal[taxes. Thetreasonfor[thislis
that(thetuler, [inimposing[such taxes, looks [fosee how
many [peoplelthere arelin[the Jewish[ community[and
does [hot[ takelinto[account that[many ofl the[persons
whoCarellin[ the[lcommunity Care[imerelyvisitors.[[He
deemsl(allloflthepersons helfinds presentfolbelpart of
theltax[base. Iflthe[tuler imposes[ahead(tax, éveryone
must[pay suchltaxes,lincluding[Torah(scholars.Because
ofthe[special Crolethat[the [ /Torahscholarsplaylin
Jewishlife, Ctheylareexempt[from[Jsome[ taxes, the
theorybeing(thatlit[isbecauseoftheir(scholarshipthat

thelcitylis[safe.[RabbiTsserleslin his[glossesto[¢chapter
163 Lofl Choshen[ Mishpat[Wwrites [the[ following[law:[A
community[ loaned money[ to[ the[ruler, 5who[told the
community[fotepay [itself from(taxes¢collected for this
purpose. [ Thereafter, thel ruler changed[ his/ mind[ and
insisted[that[the[loan[bel¢ancelled[and[that/taxes[paid
belsentfohim without[theloffset for [themoney, (which
theltuler Chad[in[essencelexpropriated for himself. The
community[teconciledlitselflto the[fact(that[the[(money
raised(by(thesetaxesWwaslost dndthe taxes Wwould have
tolbel[paid, [and[the townspeople[did actuallypay[the
taxes. [ The tuler[died and[his[sonascended the throne
andlagreed(fo(thelarrangementmade by his [father, that
is, [that(the[citizens [would [not[havel(to[pay[twice. Tt Wwas
held[] that[J under(] suchl] circumstances, | the[ ] money
recovered(by(the fown[douncil (from[the [fuler (beheld by
them[land[ need/ Inot( bel refunded( to[ lcompensatel the
taxpayers. Thelteasonlis[When[the[tuler[Stated[thatlhe
would[not[repay[the[Jloan[there Jwas[Ja[luniversal
acceptance | thatl the[ Jews[ had[ given[ ip[any[ hopel of
recovering[the moneys. Oncehopehas/been(given up,
the[moneys [areldeemed/abandoned. [This(is[fiot[similar
other [ situations[ described[in[ chapter[262[ ofl Choshen
Mishpat, [ Where[ abandonment[ of hopel ofl recovering[ a
loan(] is[] not[] sufficient[] to[| be[ deemed[] all legal
abandonment. [In[thelatter[$ituation therelis $till (some
hope(that(theloanwill beldepaid. Inthe[caselof'theruler
therelis[dctually [mohopethat(theloanwill befecovered
after(the(ruler(has(stated(that helwill ot repay. Therelis
alsolanlopinion[that[évenlin[the[case[ofla tuler, therelis
not[reallyJacompletelabandonment of! hope ofthe
community [being[tepaidthelloan[to the tuler [and[thus
when[thelking’s[Son[tepaid the[money, [it[is fobe paid
to[theJinhabitants of[ithe Jcommunity [whoJgavethe
money [for [thelloan; [therelis[alsothe opinion[thatthere
is(mever[anabandonment oflthe(tepayment[ofltheldebt.
Thelcommentators 3ay[that[évenlaccording(to[thislast
opinion(therelislanabandonment[of hopelofl tecovering
thelrepayment[becausetheltulertay [say (helisTepaying
theldebt[and[then[ declarel that[the[tepayment(is(to[be
paid[J as[J an[] additional (] tax.[] The[J community[’ is
collectively[liable Jforlimpositionsmade “against[the
community.[Therelisnol¢collective tesponsibility[ifTthe
rulerJlevies[Jallspecial [lassessment[Jor[] fine[Jon[Jan
individual [6fTthe[¢community.

Internall Matters! for which[Taxes may! be
Levied

Thelcouncillor government 'hasjurisdictionover[those
types [oflmatters thatlany[governmenthas. For [éxample,
itChas[jurisdiction[to[providepoliceprotection tol[the
inhabitants. [Inthe[todes this[is[designated[as having
thel community [tesponsible[ for[the[building[ ofl aliwvall
around[thelJewishlarealand/building(aguardhouseland
proper [ doorsand[bolts[tol keep[ marauders out[ ofl the
community.[ Thelconstant[fear [of pogroms[tesultingin
high[fatalities, injuries, and[ plundering[ ofl property by
thesurroundinghonlJewish[peoplelis[sowell (known
thatlittle hasfo[be[said here. [Generallythe [community
at[litsownCcost[Jand JexpenseJhadto Cprovide: [fire
extinguishing facilities, firemen, Csanitary[Cand Cstreet



cleaning[ facilities, Jwater[J and [ sewage[Isystems, [ to
provide[the[Tmembers "ofl ‘the “lcommunitywith[shuls
together [lwith 'TorahUscrolls, Cprayer [books, [printed
copies [ ofl the[ Bible, "houseofl study.[(Many[ofl the
Jewish[ghettos [were[ constructed _bfl wood andsmall
fires[spreadlinto[large[ conflagrations.) Every[Jewish
community [fequires [asmany(shuls(as[aremecessary for
the Onumber Lofl lworshippers Uin[the[Jcommunity, INo
Jewish[community¢an eéxist[withouthouses [of(study[of
the[Torah, wellStocked(libraries, (hospital [¢linics[and[a
mikveh. [And[folappoint(tabbis,judges [of[the Beit Din,
teachers [ofl Torah, ‘shul[functionaries, tantors, [charity
collectorsCand tharity[dispensers, free[loan dispensers
andsuch[Jother [functionaries “andinstitutionsas[the
community[and[thel¢ouncil[deem necessary. Theselare
besides [thelschools for[thelchildren[of the[¢community.
Theprimeltesponsibility Lofl every[Jew[isto[study[the
Torahlincluding[the ¢ommentaries and(the[Oral [ Torah,
namely[the Mishna“and["Talmud.Throughout[all Cof
Jewish[history, ‘no[ Jewthoughthimselfl freeofl the
responsibility [ofl studying Torah.[No[matter Thow!tired
and hungry[a[personmightbefromlhisbackbreaking
laborfoleke[out(a(living, heknew/(that(dtthe[énd[ofTthe
dayheWwould[go[to[the houselof study folstudy Torah
and(fo(sayhis[prayers. [This(attitude[of the Jew fowards
thestudy[of the[ Torah, “especially[the[ study[ofl the
Talmud, [is[lwhat[ Thas[Isustained[ lthe[ lJewish[Jpeople
throughout(thelages.

Who/may votelin/the election of the[council

In[] small] communities, [] the[] matters[] dealing[] with
community[can[beldecidedipon[bylalyote of all the
members[0f the[¢community. Inlarger [¢communitiesand
evenlin[somelsmall communities[theldecision[inaking
process!isleft(folacouncil [élected By the[community. In
thelcodes, thelparticipationlin[the making[ofl decisions
orlin[Voting[for ¢ouncil (members[is[usuallylimited[to
malelltaxpayers. ] There[Jis[Jusually[lweighted[Ivoting
giving[ greater [weight[tol the Votes Lofl those who pay
higher [taxes. [ This[is[done[so[that[the[poor With[their
greater humbers [ cannot[foist[all[oflthe obligationslof
the[ community[uipon[thelrich. Onlthel bther[hand,the
weighing[is mot[solgreat[thatal$small (minority[of Tich
taxpayerswould[have(the completeWweighted[Say!lin[the
voting. [Therelshould[alsolbe[View[ given[tolthe poorer
peopleUofl Jthe lcommunity. [ The[Thalacha Cadvisesthe
poorer [inembers [and[the ticher (member [fo try[toWwork
outltheir [differences(in(a [fairmanner. [(Thecontinuation
oflthis lessonwill [@appear Y H [in [the mextesson.)

Thelsubjectmatter|df'thislessonlisimorelfullyldiscussedlin
volume!3, |[chapter(1630f\4 Restatement of\Rabbinic Civil
Lawlby|Emanuel Quint.(Copies oflallvolumes(can be
purchasedlatlbcal Judaicabookstores. Questions lto
quint@inter.net.il

Spiritual/and [Ethical Issues/in(the
B'reishit/Stories

YAAKOVIBLESSESHISSONS
[1] by Dr.Meir Tamari

Thelblessings(that[Yaakov(gives[tolhis[sons(areboth[the
endoflalperiod/and(thelbeginningloflanother onelthatlis
fundamentally(different, [one(that(isinique,lintrinsicland
basic[to[ Judaism.[ Thelfirst, imarking[ thel purposeland
content[ ofl the Wwhole[ book [ ofl B'reishit, [is[alperiod of
individuals[J[Adam,[Chavaldnd (their(sons,Noachand(his
descendants, [ Shem, ] Ever,[] and[] the[ ] Patriarchs[]and
Matriarchs(andtheir(sons];the [Second ook lis[that(0flAm
Yisrael.[Thepurposelofithe(first, according [to[Ramban, [is
toldemonstratethat/thisnationisldescended from pureland
holy[seed. "According[to[Abarbanel, Shem[ MiShmuel,
Rabbi(S.R.[Hirsch, Rav[A.[T. Kook andothers, whilelthe
purposeofl thellstoriesJin[Bereishit[lis[to[iteach [that
individuals(canbe(piouslanddchievelalrelationshipwith
Hashem, [that(dflthe second [period (i5(to/showhow!/d[whole
nationlis holyland(servesHim.

Beforellookingat/theltwo(blessings/that[Yaakov(gives(his
sons, thelfirstlonelto[Yosefland [thelsecond tolall (12 tribes,
itlis[pertinent(to/notelthat/the nature(oflwhat the[Tanach
callsCJalblessing,[lalbracha, [lis[far [ removedfrom [our
concepts. [Usually, 'when [Wwelask for[abrachalwel[want(to
receivel something[ that wel need,[ tol ask! for[ financial
success, forlsuitableltharriages, [for [dhildren, for [Successlin
Torah [studies, for (health. Tt/is[instructivelin [this[regard[to
note(thatlin(theweekday[Sh'moneh[Esrei, $uch tequests,
following [ from[ that[ ofl R'ei(prayer[ for[ redemption, | are
preceded bylasking[for [ T'shuvaland(forgiveness;|perhaps
ourneeds[arel caused byl our lown[ spiritual Cor[moral
shortcomingsland/thatishouldbeour first'concern.

Inlcontrast(tolourconcept, thepatternofithebrachotlinthe
Tanachlis[morelin the[natureoflalwillor[testament. Ttlis
perfectlyliormalland common [for [peopleltobequeath their
material ‘good[toltheir heirs[beforel their death; indeed
Rambaml ¢odifies[that from[the[Torah, peoplelhavelthe
halakhicfight(tobequeath [their [wealth[foltheir [¢hildren,
and(this/doesnotlonlylapplyltolJewsbut(also/tonon [Jews.
However, the[Tanachic[pattern[differslinthat(it[givesan
addeddimension fowealthlandinheritance. It inderstands
andlinsists/thatlpeoplehave,inladdition [tomaterial [@ssets,
spiritual land horal Waluesto[Bequeath [tolthoselsame heirs.
"Nachala, inheritance, (has/thesameroot[ds machal, [fiver,
andlinleffectlall (wills, arelal flowing[ofl wealth, both
material Cand[§piritual, from[onel generation[tol another
generation" (Rabbi(S.R.Hirsch).

Sowel] findJthat[Jthroughout[Jthe[ ] Tanachthat[the
wills[B'rachotldreboth (material [and [Spiritual. [G[d Blesses
Avrahammot[dnly; "I vill thakeloflyoulalgreat Mation, dnd
bless [youland makelyour amelgreat[the founder(oflanew
nation, therightfolG[dIgiven prosperityland(dmewname
thatlis[tolgrow(tbgreatrenown [(S. R.Hirsch)], butlalsobe
allblessing[[helJandJhis[Jdescendants[Jare[to[Jdedicate
themselvestothe Divinepurpose/ofbringing happiness|to
thetol[Wworldandto[mankind[so[that[theyltelestablish
themselves(as/intheloriginal [purelcalling (0flAdam[(S.[R.
Hirsch)]"[(B'reishit[12:2).[Yitschak[gives one[b'rachalof



material [lgoods[to[ [Yaakov[ /mistaking[Thim[ for[ Eisav
(B'reishit(27:28129),and[then [later [gives/the[ Abrahamic
blessing[ ofl Land(Peoplell Torah[ tol Yaakov[ knowingly
(28:4). Similarly, at[the[endof. Bamidbar, Moshel first
divides(thelinaterial [assets[ ofl Eretz[ Yisrael (between [the
tribes(andthen (at[thelend [of D'varim heltellsthem (of their
spiritual[futures.  David [HaMelech [ firstldemonstrates[on
whom [ thelmantlel of kingship[devolves (Melachim[ Alef
1:1(31)and [then tells[Shlomo(whatlis[required (ofla Jewish
king,both [personal [pietylandlin statecraft((MelachimAlef
2:102);litlis fitting [that[the first(is/thehaftaraloflChayei
Sara, marking/thelsuccession0f Yitschak to/Avraham, and
thelIsecond[Jis[Jthe[Jhaftarallofl I Vaychi, [ imarking[Ithe
succession (oflthe tribes(tothe Patriarchs.

Yaakovllin[his[blessings! follows[ the[lsamel Tanachic
pattern; firstithe [property/rightdccruing(tolalfirst[(born(ofla
doublelsharelis[given[to[Yosefl for his[twolsonslandthen
thelspiritual[guidanceland [future/development/is(given fo
alalbrachaltolhis[12[sons,lincluding[ Y osef. " However,
beforeldoing(so, Yaakov, bearing(in[tind thelspecial [Case
oflthelexilelin (Egypt, [firstHas(d[request[tomake0flY osef:
"burymelhot[in[Egypt".["'Since[ Y osef had brought his
father [down [to[Egypt, [it[was[only(dight[thathe[should (be
responsiblefor[seeing/that[helis/taken[from[thereland
buriedin[Eretz[ Yisrael. [As[Yaakov[ says,[!"dol for[ime
chesedand[ emet"[(B'reishit[47:29), chesed[ as[ the[ all
powerful[tulerand/emet[aslalson's halakhiclobligation"
(B'reishit[IRabba).["Yaakov[ noticed [ lwhat[Ja[ Jpowerful
influence! thel being! gripped[ byl thelland[ ofl Egypt[ was
havingon his[family, how/they(Began to(see(theJordan in
theNileland[to(find their staylin [Egypt(nolgalut"[(S.R.
Hirsch). [By(¢stablishinghis sepulchrelin (Hevron, (henot
onlyshowed[ hisldisagreement(with [this[ philosophy(but
gavelthemd[concretelsite(to(regard [asd[memorial (0fltheir
realhome. [Indeed, (Divrei Hayamim/tells that(throughout
theyearsofl the [Egyptian[lexile,[ the tribes Jofl Israel
regularly(visited[ Eretz[ Yisrael,[ tended[flocks[ thereand
continued[toldemonstrateltheir[eternal ‘possession [of the
Land.

This[ Tanachicpattern[ofl ethical Wwillsis[onel that[3vas
followed throughout[Jewish history[by[great scholars, by
famous [ pious[leaders, and[ byl ordinaryl people. There
exists(awholeiteratureofisuch [dthical wills, [0ftwhich the
followingislonlyloneléxample.

"On(thelday(that([1[bequeath toyoulthelmaterial (heritage
granted [ ito[Jme[ by JHashem, [ [I[Jshall[itransmit[to[lyou
primarilythelqualitylofitrustworthiness by virtueof'which
[{acquired(these[possessions. [It[was my!(fruthfulness(that
bestowed[on the @wealth [greater than [that6fimylparents. I
prospered(and (becameluseful [folmyselfland [folothers. [Be
zealous(] for[) the[J welfare[] ofl others, [ even[] LIFNIM
MISHURAT HADIN, keep [your (word(and do[not[¢vade
your [public(dr [privatepromises madeleither Verballylorin
writing, [before [ witnesses or [in [private. [Reject[and [avoid
fraudulent, [Junderhand Candillegal [practices. /Dol not
partakeloflanything[largelor[small(that[is(not[yours. Be
proudJofl your Jmoral [l values[Jand[Jcontent[]in[Jyour
truthfulnessfor [therelismolgreater mobility[and[nolinore
gloriousfihheritance" ((Will df Rambam).
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[1][From[the¥irtual[desk[oflthe[OU
VEBBE REBBE

The OrthodoxUnion 3 Wialits website Zfields|questions of
all'typeslinlareas|afikashrut, | Jewishlawldndalues. Some
oflthemlarelanswered by EretzlHemdah, [the Institute for
Advanced| Jewish Studies, Uerusalem, "headed by Rav
Yosefl Carmel Land[ Rav Moshel Ehrenreich, [ founded| by
HaRavShaul Yisraelil zt"], [ to prepare rabbanim"and
dayanim(tolservel the National Religious communityin
Israelldnd abroad. [ Askthe Rabbilis|aljointWenturelofthe
OU, Yerushalayim Network, Eretz Hemdah... land[ the
IsraelJCenter. [ 1ThelfollowingUis Ual 1Q&A [ from |Eretz
Hemdabh...

I havel] al] monetary[ | dispute[ | with

someone, which1[havetried [to [settle

through] compromise.] Last[ | week, | I
received[alhazmanal(summons) from(albeit din
tolappear[as[al defendant onthe matter onl a
certainl date. [1[do [not know![that[1[Wwant[to use
that[beit[din, [and (I[also [do Mot [know [fheéxtent
ofl the!¢claim. [Iflit[is[teasonable, I may[pay to
avoid[ machloket[ and[ headache. Dol Il havelto
comel Ito[Ithe[Ibeit[ /din"Jwho[summoned(Ime
unconditionally, [as[their[letter [implies?



willing [to/compromise(tolavoidmachloket, and
youlseem dware(that(anyladjudication should[be
beforeld[beit[din, tegardlessloflyour[¢chances tolwin (see
Choshen[Mishpat[26).[ Welwish [morel[ peoplehad[your
approach land[ arel happyl( tol share[ the[ clear[ halachot
regarding your situation.

Regarding(thelchoiceloflalbeit[din,[when[the[problem(is
that(thellitigantslive[far from[eéach [other, theldefendant
has/precedencel(see/Shulchan [Aruch, [CM14:1). When the
lack [ofl agreement[ has[ tol do[ with[thelsides’[ feelings
towards(theldifferent batei(din, (neither(side[c¢an [force(the
other(tolacceptlalspecificlbeit din. Rather, [the[system[of
ZABLA, linwhich[¢ach [party[picks(a[dayan[and[the two
dayanimselectla'third, lislemployed (ibid.3:1).

TherelJare[ twol primary[ limitations[on [ZABLA.['One
exception [is[thatlif the[plaintiff’s(beit[dinlis[alset[beit
din,” [tolthelexclusionlofldthers(in(thelarea, the [setBeit din
hasfjurisdiction(Ramalad(loc.). This[situation(is/generally
uncommon/in major, ¢ontemporarylJewish [communities.
Additionally, lif 'thebeit(din that 'summoned [feels[that/one
party’s[*ZABLA [dayan”[is[unfit[to serve that(tole, they
canldisallowhim((ibid.(13:1).Inlany(case, [the(stafflof the
firstbeit/din/comprises/the“pointthen” kintil [@[validpanel
isL¢hosen[for[thelpurposelofl bindingadjudication. You
should[tespond[tolthem[promptlyland[tespectfullyand
follow[ their procedural Cinstructions unless[ therelisla
reason (tolsuspect(their(credentials. [Although [you meed mot
accept/them tolhear[thel¢ase, [it[isnotmecessarily(fair to
discount/them justbecauselthe(dther(sideichose them.

Inltheory,[it[is[ sufficientl that[ al hazmanal contain[the
identityloflthe(plaintiffland/thebeit/din[andthe[timeland
placel of! thel summons(|(seel Halachal Psuka,[ IChoshen
Mishpat[11:(7)). In[practice, many[bateil din[expect the
sidestb [present their respectivelclaim [@nddounterclaim in
significant( detail [prior(tolthe hearinglinlorder[tol make
mattersrun more(smoothly.[Thelquestion(arises when the
defendant /demands[Jinformation [ that[ Ithe[ Iplaintiffl lis
unwillingtoldivulge before(thelhearing.[TheB’er[Sheva
(cited[bylthe[Shach, [CM[13:1)[learns/ from![thel concept
that oneldoes(notdivulgelalllofThis[claims|outsidel court
(Bava(Batra(31a), thatlonelis not(dfequired to(divulgelany
detailsloflhis[ ¢laim.[This[is[to not allow[the defendant
time(to[fabricate aldefense. ThelShach(deflects(theB’er
Sheva’s/proofland(eéxplains/that(a(defendant(has the(right
tolknow(somethinglaboutthelcase, solthathielcan consider
complying with [theplain[Ttiff’s[demands/rather(than(golto
court.[Most[poskim[(includingtheNetivot, ad[loc.;[see
Pitchei Teshuva, adlloc.:4) dccepttheShach’s(dpinion.

Howlimuch[detail imust[the[plaintiffl divulgelinlorder[to
satisfy(the defendant’s[demands[for [information?Does/[it
apply[to[thelamount[ofl money,[ as[youlinquire? The
Shach’s[ reasoning![ certainly[ applies( tol the[ amount[ of
money, whichlis[crucialto[ determine Wwhether helwill
bother(toladjudicate. [ In[fact,[the[Urim[(13:1)[says[that
even(thosewholdonot dccept/the[Shach’s opinion agree
thatlonelhas(tolat[least divulge[thelamount oflthelclaim.
The[PitcheiTeshuval(ibid.)dddsthatlonelhas[foltell [what
typelofl claim[itlis[(loan, damages, etc.).[The[plaintiff
certainlydoesnot have[toldivulgelhislevidence[{Shach,
ibid.).

InCsummary, “whilethe[beit[ldin’shazamanal“appears

A Your attitudelisHealthylih [Several ways. Y oulare

legitimate, you/dan[demand!aldifferent(beit[din[(atIeast(a
ZABLA)l4nd[youl¢an[makelyour [tesponse dependention
knowing theeéxtentdfithe plaintiff’si[demands.

Askthe[RabbilQ&Alis partloftHemdat Yamim, [the weekly
parshasheet published by Eretzl Hemdah. You ¢anliead
this(sectionlor(the entirelHemdat Yamim at[www.ou.org
orbwww.eretzhemdah.org. [And/orhouldan beceive [ Hemdat
Yamim byl email Jweekly, 1byUsending!lanlemail to
info@eretzhemdah.orgl] with[] thell message:
Subscribe/English (forl) the| Englishl] version)l] or
Subscribe/Hebrew!(for the hebrewYersion). [Pleaselleave
thelsubjectblank. Askthe[Webbe Rebbelis partially|funded
bylthellewish Agencyforllsrael

21 Candle by Day

OnelofJtheJbest Jways[ toJapprise Jallman[Jof( Ithe
foolishness ofThis arguement his to allow him[to keep
on/buildingupon(it(by émphasizing and[expanding!its
several] points[| until,[] in[] the[] very[] process’] of
magnificationhis(blown[upabsurdities(strike him[in
theface.

From™MA [CandlebyDay" byRabbiShraga Silverstein

AlCandlebyDay dThe[Antidote[d[TheWorld [(OfIChazal
bylJ Rabbil] Shragal Silverstein[] «[1 Now[] available[] at
054120909200

31 CHIZUK and IDUD

for Olim (& Mot yet Olim(respectively

Thel) Gemara,[] Sotal] 36b,[ ] offers[| twol! seemingly
contradictorylportrayals[ofl thel eventsleading up[tolthe
Splitting [ bf! thel Sea. Rabbil Meir,[ al fourth[ generation
Tanna, [ portrays! thel Jewish[ Peoplelinlal fairly[ positive
light.[ In"his[ opinion,  thel twelvel tribes[ werel eager! to
follow[God'swill, [each [fighting [for the(lionor (0flbeing the
first[ tol jumplinto[ the water.[ In[stark[ contrast,[ Rabbi
Yehuda, [al¢contemporarylofl Rabbi[Meir's, envisions[the
twelveltribeslasparalyzed byl(fear, (each(fighting[to stay(dn
drylland.

Generations[ later, RabbilYehoshual 0fl Kutne[tead[ this
talmudicl ) passagel[]and[]concluded(that,[ ] rather(]than
presenting[two(different(portrayals(ofithe[Splitting [ofithe
Sea, [R'[MeirLand[R'[Yehuda [offered Lone inified [Vision.
ThelJtwelvetribes Iwere[neither [absoluteheroes[Inor
completelcowards, butdather[daverage(human (beings[torn
between [Jthe[ldesire( to[Jassumel responsibility[ ‘and[the
inability[Jor Junwillingness[Jto[ lact[ lupon[IthisIdesire.
Preferring [foloccupy(the moral (high[ground [between(the
worldloflgood [intentions/and(that(oflconcretelaction, [ the
Jewish[Peoplewere(caught(at/alstandstill intil the bravery
oflonelperson, Nachshonben Aminadav, [propelled(them
toltheir(destiny.

Thelevents ofl the[past/twol summers[inIsrael,[ coupled
with[$candallafter[$candallin[the[uipper[échelonsoflthe
Israelilgovernment, have forced mormal (Israeli[citizens[to
ask(thelquestion: (Wherelarelour [leaders? Fartoolmany[of
us, however, [arel satisfied[ tol live[ with[ this[lquestion,
followingin[thel footsteps[ of our[desert/ ancestors who
preferred(tol talk[about["diving[in"[rather[than[actually



getting [ Iwet. [ /It lis[Jonly[ lwhen[wel[ lourselves| Jassume
responsibility, rather than terelyltalkingabout how/things
should[be better, thatWwelcan [bravelthe stormy(waters/dand
marchldonfidentlylahead tothe Promised ILand.

Dyonna Ginsburg, Jerusalem

TORAHUTHOUGHTS Uas| contributed byl |Aloh[ Naaleh
members for publication!in!the Orthodox[Union's "Torah
Insights',[] all weeklyl| Torah!] publicationl| onl| Parshat
HaShavu'a

4] Wisdom (& Wit

ThelChafetz[Chaim[would/carryla pictureloflR’[Nachum
of [Horodn (with (him, [for[he[¢onsidered [R'[Nachum [to[be
thelépitomeofichessed.

R’Nachum barelyleked [out(aliving asthelshamash 0flthe
local (shul,[and[spent(all [ofThis free[timelhelping [others.
Forléxample, (helc¢ollected[tzedakamoneywhich helpaid
tolthellocalbaker, lshoemaker, ‘and[ tailor. IWith[ that
money, the(baker(gavelthepoor free bread, [the [shoemaker
fixedtheir(shoes, [and [thetailor mended their clothes.

R’[Nachum[would[ givel fivel dailyl shiurim[in[thelshul,
withoutreceiving[pay(for lanylofithem.

EachFridaylevening, all[theJewish Soldierswhohadbeen
posted(tolthelarealwouldline[uplafter [davening,land[R’
Nachum would find/a[place(for [éach [one(toleat. Helwould
bring[tolhislownhome!lall[those[for [Whom[hel¢ould not
findlafplace.

Shmuel Himelstein"has DwrittenaUwonderful Useries!| for
ArtScroll:[Words of Wisdom, Words of Wit; [ A Touchlof
Wisdom, "A[ Touchoft Wit; “and "Wisdom [ and Wit"[—
availablelatyourllocallJewishlbookstorel (or shouldbe).

Excerptedith(thelpermissionof thelcopyrightlholder

E (3]

"~
orrion Frem (| I A
Pory

e Porrion

byRakel Berenbaum
FEEDback [to berenbau@actcom.net.il

On Potential & Trees

ThelUewslhavelleft Egyptlanditeachlthe(Sea. The
Egyptians,(Wholwake[upland(realize that'theyhave
actually(freedallltheir[slavellaborers, havelsecond
thoughts[andl chasel after( thelfleeing(slaves. They
meet/attheSea.

HerelwelarelIconfronted with([the[ following[ verse
"Moshelsaid(tol[thepeople,'Dolnot belafraid, stand
andlyoulwill seelthelsalvation[of(Hashem, that[He
will[doforlyou™(14:13).

Infallong(lbn(Ezra, helaskslalquestionlonthisiverse.
Howlis(itthat[the Jews(didn't(even thinktofighttheir
Egyptian(] pursuers?(] Thel1 600,000(1 Jews! surely
outnumbered(thelEgyptiansthatfollowedthem.[And

theJewslleft Egyptrarmed. ' Whydidn't(they(fight(to
savelthemselves/fromthe[Egyptians?

Thellbn[Ezralanswers[hisLown[question. ThelJews
hadlbeen(slavesltolthel Egyptiansiforfmanylyears,
theylhadlthelyokel of[servitudelon(their[shoulders.
They(feltlinferior(tolthe people[wholhad been(their
masters(forCmany(yearsland[thereforel theyl didn't
havelthelcourageltolfight.[Theyldidn't[realize the
potential [power(thatwaslavailabletothemiftheyl(all
worked(togetherland mustered(upstrength, ambition
andicombinedieffort.

Rav[Chayim[Shmuelevitzlsayswelshouldkeeplthis
inCmindCinCallCof Courdailybattles with[ the‘world
around(us.LIf[peoplelviews themselves_asLinferior
theywill'notbelievelinithemselvesianditheirlabilities
theywilllbecomeiiotallydiscouraged/andtheywillinot
even(trytofight.[Onithelother’hand/ifiwerealize that
welhavellgreat[potential[land[larelawarel]of jour
strengthsthenliffwelset ourfmindtolsomethinglwe
shouldbelabletolsucceed.

TUBIiShvatlislalsolalcelebrationof the potential.[TU
BiShvatwas[chosenlastheRosh[Hashana, the hew
year, for(trees. Theldeterminingldate(forlcalculating
the(tithesl({taxes)ron(fruit, [duethatlyear.(ltfwaslthe
beginningloffalnewfiscalyearsincelthe(Verselsays
"Youlshalltithe[all[theyieldof "yourseed, which
comes! forth[ from[thelfieldyearbylyear[(D'varim
14:22).

Mostfruit(treeslinllsraellare’dormantiduringthefirst
half(1ofthelIcold[Trainy[lseason(landlduelltolllow
temperatures(]arel]unablel]tol]absorbl] water ] and
nutrients1fromJthellsoil.[1 The1Rabbis[Twantedto
establish(thenewlyearfor(thefreesionlthelaverage
dateloniwhichthe(fruit(treesbegintolawakenfrom
theirrdormant’seasonland(start[to[makeluselof(the
waterlalreadylavailablelin(the(ground. Thislhappens
infSHVAT. Thelestablishmentlofithis(datewas[used
tomark(thelstart of(the[fruits[formation.[ Thelhew
year(oftheltreelcelebratesthebeginningof theltrees
useloflits[potentialandnotthe(completionofthe fruit.

Letlus(learnfrom(the[verselintheParshaland from
theltrees[tolhot fearto uselobur_potential. CAlmonds
arelonelof the(first trees[to[blossomLin[lsrael 50
herelaretwolalmondrecipeforTUBiShvat.

10Minute[Strawberry/AlmondPie

2(pkg.largelstrawberries

3Tbsp.[cornstarch

%alcuplsugar

1[Gupwater

1(tsp.lemonljuice

2[cups.whippingcream, whipped

Yalcupislicedlalmonds

9linch(pastrypielcrust
Bakelcrust.[1Combine[11Jcuplldiced(IberriesIwith
cornstarch,[Sugar, Wwater,[@ndlemon/juice.Cookover

medium Uheat[JuntilCithickened, [Jabout[15 ) minutes.
Removelcaps(fromremaining berries.Placelberries



inCpielcrust, tips.up.[Pourlthickened mixtureover
berries.[Topwith[whipped treamandlalmondsljust
beforelserving.[Servesi8.

Almond/Apple Chicken/Salad

Yalcupmayonnaise
415(¢.[cutuplcooked(chickenbreast
1lcupdicedicelery

1lcup(peeledlandchopped red(deliciousiapples
llcupisliveredialmonds

Combinelchicken,¢elerylandlapples.(Toss[well[with
mayonnaiselandladdlalmonds. Foricreamierichicken
salad,'addmoremayonnaise.Coverlandirefrigerate

6] ParshaPoints/toPonder
B'SHALACH

1)(G[Dlinstructed Mosheltoltell theJewish [peopletolwalk

back[towards Egypt[tofool [Par'olintolthinkingthat[the
Jewslwerellost(in[the(desert. [ The[Egyptians Wwould(then be
motivated tolchaselthe Jews[(see[14:1[4).[Whyldid[the
Jewshaveto[put(forththatleffort? Why!(didn’t/G[D[simply
putlit(in[theminds[oflthe(Egyptians[to[give[¢haseltolthe
Jews?

2)[Why! does[ Moshe,  when [ speaking[ tol[ the[ Jews[on
Friday, tellJthe[Jews[that[IShabbat(Jis[going[Jto[Ibe
TOMORROWI(15:23)?Shouldn’thesay TONIGHT?

3)[(Whyldid [ Moshelspecificallyl¢choose[ Y ehoshualto[go
select(soldiers/to/fight/against/Amalek(see17:9)?

THESE'ARE THEANSWERS

Ponderthelquestions/first, then read liere

1)[ThelOhrHaChayim@nswers[that(G D [wanted [the Jews
tolactivelyperform(this/frap [tolstrengthen [them(when [the
Egyptians[Jactually(Jattacked. 1WelIseel /that[the[lJews
complained(to[G[Dleven[despitelthelfact(that[theyltook
partlinthisruse((14:10(11).Their[panicwouldhavebeen
far[worseland[devastating had[they hot[beenl[alpart[of
drawing the Egyptians|to/attack.

2)[Rav[Yaakov[ Kaminetskyluses[ this[ verse tol further
support Hhis/dontention [that[prior folthe/givingofithe Torah
halachicldaysbegan in thethorningandiotinthe/evening
asltheyldolafter the(givinglofithe(Torah. (Rav[Yaakoviuses
thislideatblexplain mumerous/dther verses.)

3)[ThelChafetz[Chayim points(tolthe(fact[that[the Torah
describes|Yehoshualds/someone[WHODID INOTIMOVE
FROMITHEITENT((Sh'mot[33:11).[This[means that/he
did['notlIceasel from[istudying| Torah.[ Thel Jews[ iwere
attacked byl |Amalek[ because! theyl werel laxlin[ their
connection[to[ Torah[(Bechorot[5b).[Thus,[ Moshel chose
Yehoshualwholdisplayed thelopposite[tollead the[Jewish
peopleltovictorylover[Amalek.

ParshaPoints| to\Ponderis prepared by Rabbil 'Dov
Lipman, Who lteachesat Reishit Yerushalayim, [Tiferet, land
Machon! Maayan!in| Beit Shemeshland! RBS and|is[the

authorlofl)"DISCOVER: [ Answers| [for Teenagers! l(and
adults) \tol|Questionslabout!1the \Jewish| | Faith", |just
relpublished by Feldheimppp@israelcenter.co.il
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Alnew! Torah Tidbits' column with"a Parshat' HaShavua
insight geared towards|the young reader... or their parents
and grandparents'to read to them.

The[Bhabbat[velfead[Parshat[B'shalachlls
called3habbat$hiralllhe[Shabbatlof($ong.
AfterBneiYisraelOeft[Egypt,[Par'oldecided[Be
wantedhemback.Helook[hisLéntire[army
and8et[dut@oldhasehedews.Butdhelews
hadldeachedYam[Bufllfhe[Sealdf(Reeds[dnd
couldn't[dodbrward.On@fremendoustiracle,
Hasheml[gplitfhelSealih[fwoldofhedewsldould
passfhroughldnldryland! WhenhelEgyptians
reachedfhelshorel@ndliedbldross,fhealls
of CwaterlCcamelkrashingCldown.OThe[entire
EgyptianCArmy[Cdrowned.[Mosheland[all[the
people[kang[Az[¥ashir[dllbne[bf(the[dmost
beautifulOdsongsUinOthedTorahOtothank
Hashem[fbrkhisl@mazingiracle.

ThereCwereChmoreCmiraclesClafter[(that.OThe
people[heeded[Food.[TheyhadCholfields[to
plantl@nddolplacefoBuy.dnstead, fheirfbod
cameldown[fromBeaven. It[FellHofheldround
every[inorning,resh,utritiousfand[dovered
withOdew.[Mahn[hu?heyldsked.[What[s[ik?
And[Soltheyldalledifmahn".

Moshelold[hemDoldatherlénoughlinahnfor
eachlday,OonelddayOatCaCtime. COTheOnext
morning[Hashemoulddendtore.[@nHBriday
mornings,Chowever,[theyCvere[To[take(two
portionsldfthahndneforBriday@ndldnefor
Shabbat, [becausellnodmahnCwouldfallClon
Shabbat.[Forforty Years[GLd fed@hedewslih
theldesertCith[ThisChmiraculous[food.[They
could[dook[ix[orBakelik[drdoastlik. Tt[Hasted
like@nyfbodfheyldesired.When[theyldntered
EretzlYisrael, Hhenahn[holdonger@ppeared.
Now[they[RadIblplantl@ndldeapldropslihlfheir
fields.

ButlEretz[YisraelWas[a[blessedland, & and
flowingithmhilk[@ndBoney, [@0anddfWheat,
barley,[grapes,[figsCandCpomegranates; [bf
olivesCandldlates; C(allandWhereXhey[Wwould
eatfheirfullih[dafetyl@ndby,Gustldsfheyldid
whenthey[Ffound[the[mahnOn[the[Hesert.
Therelas[ustldneldondition: MheMandMould
only[producelitsdropslifiheydollowed[GLd's
Torah.

B'shalach@ndthelstorydflthelthahnlis@lways
readlduringfheeekdfMuBiShvatIlfhelday




Hashem[blesses[thel[Ffruits[(bf(the[land[bf
Israel.[This[year,[Shabbat[FhirafallsConthe
15th[df(Sh'vattheléxactldateldfMuBiShvat.
Today[eldon'tCéatCmahndromheaven, but
weltanCeatCourillCofCmahn"CWwhichCtomes
from[fheldroundfhe[Blessedfruits[df[Eretz
Yisrael.

8] MicroUlpan
Car:[How![do[youlsay Bumper, bumper [guard?
PAGOSHIAND ZIZEIIPAGOSH

9] Torah fromNature

KomodoDragon

Largest(living(lizard, [Sometimes [teaching[a [Tength[0f[3
meters. WNativelto Indonesial(thelisle[6f Komodoland[a
fewlother [islands). Theylare[versatile[predators, [eating
everythingfromlinsects(tobirds[tolizardsand[snakes[fo
rodents[tol[larger (lmammals, “$uchas3vild[boars, deer,
andleven [Water (buffalo. Theylare iildly[poisonous, [in
addition(fohaving[bacterialin/their(dalivalthat(can/infest
andkill [their [preyslowly.

Theytan[eat as[muchlas[80% [ofltheir[Iweight[in one
meal! [That[¢ouldmeanlover[100 kilo[ofimeat(for(al130
kilo[dragon.[And[youthought"dragons[werel fictional
animals.

Now [ get [ this[IT"Blood[plasmalofl Komodo[dragons
contains [powerful [antibacterial [Substancesthat/could be
developed[“asnew[useful Cantibiotics[lin[thelJongoing
worldwide[] battle[] against[] the[] evolution[] of
antibiotic(desistant[microbes." [This[kind[ofl fact[ goes
beyond MRMH [ tol[ show[ s how[ G[d's| creaturesl can
benefit(us.

Notlonly[does[ thel KDl teproducel sexually[ [Tas imost
animals[do, butlit[iscapableofl parthenogenesis. A
female KD [¢an[produce [viableleggs [without[a [partner!
(ItUinvolves [lchromosomes [that[duplicate[ ithemselves
rather [than[¢ombine [ Wwith[those[from[the[partner.)[ The
offspring[in this[case willCallbe[male.[When[ they
mature, [they[ can[mate[Wwith[their (mother [and [produce
bothmaleland[femaleoffspring.[AlSingle female(KDis
thus(dapableloflipopulating(a new habitationher .own.

ro)ShabbatShira

EreviShabbat/Shira(llTake!(a bird to Iunch

There[are[ twol teasons[(at[least) [for I the[ custom[of
feeding[birds Cbon[ Erev[ Shabbat[ Shira. (Although[the
minhag[ islassociated[ with[ Shabbat[ Shira,[ there[is[ a
halachic[problem[in[feeding[ birds[ [Tother than[bne's
own[birds on[Shabbat. Therefore, [ the transfer" Loflthe
custom(toErev[Shabbat.)

TheTorah[(inParshat B'shalach)[tells as[that[ some
peoplel went[ but[ looking[ for[ MN[on[ Shabbat,[ even
though([G [d[(through(Moshe) (had(told[then[that[noMN

would[falllon[Shabbat and(that[they [Were[to[$tay[put.
Welhavelal[Tradition[that the peopleWwere Datan[and
Aviram, [andthat(they (had Scatltered (MN [around[the
campllate[Friday hight[and [Wwere[planning[to'make a
liar" CoutLofl Moshe[ by ["'finding" [the(MN [on[ Shabbat
morning. [Their[planvasthwarted by[birds[that[had
eatenup the[(MN. [This[preserved(thelintegrity [of (G [d's
word[and[Moshe's. [In"grateful “acknowledgment, [the
custom[ camelaboutto[ feed [ birds (who [ food supply
during(theWwinter [is[skimpy, [at best) [on[(Erev) [Shabbat
Shiral(andall Wwinter [long).

Al different( reason[ ITbut[ onel that[ alsollis[ based on
HAKARAT[HATOV,lis[ that[ iwe["borrowed"[ ISong
from(the[birdslin order tolthank(G[d[and acknowledge
Him[for[ the[ miraculousevents[ ofl the[ Exodus, Which
culminated Cwith [ the[ Splitting[ofl the[Sea. Songlis the
bird'sCmethod(so[to speak) of praising[the Creator.
Since[welused(thatmedium(at(the[Sea, [welfeed Birds[on
(Erev)[Shabbat(Shira.

Onel[way Cor[the[other [(oranother), (welneed[to[be
sensitive[to[the needs ofl bther[¢reatures, and[to teach
our children(about HAKARATHATOV.

i Allfavorite |Bracha/Dilemma
inhonor(of TU BiShvat

Dried(fruit: [Raisins, [dpricots, [pineapple.

Apricots[Jare[Jyour[Jfavorite. ) Then[Jpineapple. [ Last,
raisins.

Threefruit, [fwoldifferent(brachot.[(What(goes [first?

Raisins, [you[say, because[theyare[ofl the[ 7 [Species.
Good[guess, but[pineapplewouldhave priority [because
youlllikeJit[Ibetter [(CHAVIV) Uand[Jthe [Jbrachot [are
different. [(Shiv'attHaMinim[takes[priority (within[the
same[bracha(llseelater.)

Okay, [pineapplelthen. Problem. [ Apricotshave[priority
for [thefirstbracha becauselyoullike them best.

Solstart(with[theCapricot. [Nol[lcan[do.[Raisinshave
priority(as[Shiv'at HaMinim/[(with[the[same Bracha).

Raisins[] beats[] apricots.[] Apricots ] beatl[| pineapple.
Pineapple(beats(raisins.

A[RockPaper[Scissors/fypeBrachaDilemma.

This questionhas[some[different possiblesolutions.
But[beforetheJanswers, [let's ook “lcarefully Cat[ithe
question/and(some(ofTthe[premises(that(itlis built(on.

Shulchan[Aruch(statesthat[if youlhave[more[thanone
fruit, (allwith[the [$ame[bracha, [then[the honor [of! the
brachalgoes [fo[fruitlamong(the[7 Species (D'varim(8:8).
The[5 fruits“among[the[7 [Species [are alsolprioritized,
with[Ctop [honor Cgoing[toJOlives, becausethey[Jare
mentionedin[thepasuk[first[after[theword (ERETZ
(that[is, (the[second[ARETZ [that[appears [inthepasuk).
Dateslarel$second(tolbe hamedlafter TARETZ. Grapes,
figs[and[pomegranatesarelthird, fourth, andfifth[after
the[word[ARETZ [(albeit, afterthe [firsttARETZ in the
pasuk).[Although(theyprecedelolivesanddates in[the



pasuk, [Ithey ] "dropped" toJthird, JJfourth, Jand [ fifth
position[/because 'wheat[Jand[barley[Jare[ ‘mentioned
beforel them. [ This[!'pushed" [olivesand[ dates[into[ the
first[twolslots.[So[ifTall[youlhad[fo[¢choose[from[in[the
Brachal[Question(abovewere!taisinsdnd dpricots, you'd
make(theBoreiPri[HaEitz[on(the taisins, becauselthey
are[/from[JShiv'at{1HaMinim, Jeven[JthoughyoulJlike
apricots better.

Then[Shulchan[Aruchldeals Wwith[more[than éne["fruit"
with[differentbrachot[involved[(meaning both HaFEitz
and HaAdama).[Onelofl the[bpinions [ brought[in[this
caselis[thatlCHA VIV (which(youlgenerally[like [better)
determines [What[ gets[the first[bracha. If[youljustthad
apricots Jand[jpineappletoichoose[from, HaEitz[lon
apricots(wouldbelsaid first, and[then([HaAdamaon[the
pineapple. ] Raisins[] and[] pineapple, ] HaAdamall on
pineapplewould(go firstandthenHaEitz[on the[raisins.

With[just[this[information from"Shulchan[Aruch[(and
not[ bther [ bpinions[ that[ arel imentioned), [ thel question
stands. [J Raisins[ ] beats[] apricot[] becausel] of[| Shiv'at
HaMinim[] AND[Ithe[lsamel]bracha. | Apricots[]beat
pineappleand Ipineapple[]beatsIraisins[Jbecausel]of
CHAVIVIAND/two[brachot. Thelopinions iipon[which
theldquestion(is[based [seem[fo[belthemajority dpinions
among[Rishonim and(poskim.

Twoldifferent"minority" Copinions[thatare[imentioned
in[Shulchan[Aruchlandlin(the[Mishna[B'rural(actually,
in[Jthe[1Bi'ur[JHalacha) Jwould[obviate[lthe lquestion.
Shulchan[JAruch's first[presented Jopinion[where [ Jtwo
brachotlarelinvolved[is[that youl¢can[chooseWhatever
youlwant(tomakelthe brachalon(first. Neither [ CHAVIV
nor[Shiv'attHaMinim[would[dictate[what[goes [first. In
our situation, according[to[thisopinion[(althoughlitlis
mentionedfirst, the[ Bi'urCHalachalsays[that[it(is[a
minorityopinion[ that Wwe[don't[accept), youltanl start
with[thelraisins Cor[the pineapple. (Not[the apricot,
because(raisinsHave[Shiv'at[HaMinim[priority.)

Bi'ur[Halachal also imentions| some[ minority[ bpinions
thatHaEitzalways(goes before [HaAdamal(whichis mot
how [Wwe [poskin, (but[it[is What[many[people probably
thought[was[the[obvious[tuling). According[to[these
opinions, [therelis[also[nolquestionhere. [Raisins ¥ould
gofirst’dnd [then the Brachalon[pineapple.

Therelis[a[third(possibility. [Shulchan[Aruch(tells (usthe
Rambam's[opinion, mamely[that[tegardless of whether
welare[Jdealing['with[Jone[lor twollbrachot, [JShivat
HaMinim[ornot[TTICHAVIV [always[goes [first. [(And,
Rambam's [definition Cofl CHAVIV [is[what[you[ want
most(NOW.[Not[what[isLCHAVIV [folyoulin general.)
Accordingly, [ifTapricot[is hot[only[your[favorite, (but
that's Wwhat[youwantmostmow, then[it[gets first(bracha.

Therelisanlimplied [ (but[not[stated) [conclusion[by[the
ShulchanAruch, that[the[Tmajority [Jofl TPoskim[hold
Shiv'at[] HaMinim[ ] within[J the[J samel] bracha,[ | and
CHAVIV [between[two[brachot. [Andlon(this basis, our
question/still[stands.[Sowhat'sfo[be done?

Rabbil] Reuven[] Aberman(] suggested[] an[] interesting
solution. 'He[said[ that When[ the[Halacha[P'suka({(the

authoritativeJopinions [that [Jwe[ ifollow) sends us[in
circles (as[in[this[case), welcan[call Juponanother
opinionimentioned and[seeliflit[will Chelp.[And,[sure
enough, Rambamlis[available[(so to[speak)[to helpluis
outLofltheloop. Y oullikeltheapricots [best? And[that's
what[you Wwantmostmow? [Go[for[it, [Saysthe [Rambam.
Nolproblem. No[dilemma. Rambam[fo(therescue. [(It[is
probably[fair(to[say that[Somelofl thelother["opinions
thatwe don't suallyfollow" [will [also[get s [out (of our
problem[8ituation.)

Besides [ being[‘an[interesting[ question, _the foregoing
was[presentedas[alteminder[oflthe[complexity[oflthe
laws[ofl brachot,[andoflthe Valuelin[learning[more of
theldetails[inorder tolimprove our performance[of the
mitzva oflmaking[brachot. On[thelother hand, in[your
quest[ for[ details,[ don't forget the[ broad  conceptl of
brachot [TwelJacknowledge [JandCthank (/G [d[for [this
amazingly[diverse Wworld Hel¢reated [and[placed [uis [in.
Happy(TUBiShvat.

1121 G’matriya
Interesting[G'matriyalfind: [Sh'mot[15:18
HASHEM I YIMLOCHI’OLAMIVA'ED:

Oft[3aidlin davening, Thas[a[G'matriya6f 376, as does
the[word[SHALOM.

Significance?Don't(know. Dolyou?

(13 Torahfrom/aTalmid[(a)

LetMyPeopleStay?

by OrenBenzaquen, YeshivatiSha'areilMevaseretZion

In[Parshat(B'shalach,[we[Seela[tecurring[theme ofl Tthe
Jewish[peoplel struggling[ tol severl their[ connection[ to
Egypt.[Welsee thisthrough[Hashem’s[actionsfowards
them[ and[ various complaints[ that[ seemingly show[ a
lackofTEmunah.

The[Parsha (first(starts[out[withHashem taking[theJews
outlof Egypt[throughlal¢ircuitousroutebecause[Helis
afraid(that[the[people (may want[to[treturnto[Egypt[if
theylarelattacked. Atlthis [point[We mustlask[ourselves,
why [Would[BneilYisrael [possibly want[tolgo[back[to
Egypt?[ThelJews, includingthe Svomenand[children,
suffered(forturousslavery(there. [They[yearnedtolleave
Egypt[ for[sollong, and[ now! that[the opportunity! is
finally(here, [could[they [possiblyWant[fo[goback?

ThenWwhen[Am[Yisrael (Was[Wwaiting[by[the[ Y am[Suf,
whilelthe[Egyptian[army[was advancinglon[them, they
turned[tfo[Mosheland asked, "Is[it[becauselthere[Wwasla
shortagel[ofl graves[in[Eygpt[that[youltook us[to dielin
theldesert? ' Whathavelyouldone[fo s in[takingus out
of (Egypt?[(14:11)[Couldlit[be thatlafterthe[spectacular
miracles [and[strength Hashem[showed[in[taking[Bnei
Yisrael lout(oflEgypt(that(they douldpossiblyhiave[such
alacklof [Emunah? Do they[teallythink[that{Hashem
was[able[to[take[them[this[far, but[now[He[will[be
defeated by the[[Egyptianarmyand[not[be[able[to
protectthelJews?



When[BneilYisrael [feached Maraland found that[the
water [there[Wwas bitter [they[again/complainedfoMoshe
saying, [*“What[shall Cwe [drink?[((15:24) [ After Cjust
witnessing[Kri'at[Yam[Suf, just[threeldays earlier, and
singing[alglorious praise to[ Hashem, Thow[touldBnei
Yisrael [possibly[think[that [Helis mow[going[toforsake
them(dndmot givethemWwater?

When(the[Jews[cameltol[the[desert ofl Sin, they once
again/started[fo[complain.

This(time, [they Went[to[Moshe[and[Aaron[saying, (*If
onlyvehad died by the hand ofl Godlin[thelandlof
Egypt, Whenwe[sat[by[pots[ofimeat, When Welate bread
tolour [fill! (For [youhavelbroughts outlinto(this desert,
tolJstarve[Jthe[Jentire[Jcongregationto[death! [(16:3)
“CouldBneilYisrael ‘teallybel$o smallthindedlas to
prefer [fo/die(satiated By eat(and (Bread[in [Egypt, rather
than[patiently Cwait[and show/[faith[that Hashem[will
take[care(0flthem?

Bneil[Yisrael’s(third[and[final[complaint[in[the[Parsha
happens(in/Refidim.[Again, When(they first[arrivethere
is(noWwater, [Solin[the[words[ofthe Torah, Bnei Yisrael
“quarrel”[with[Moshe. [Oncelagain[we are[compelled fo
ask, [dspeciallylafter[Hashem(has [dlready(proven[thathe
will JprovideUthem[water [lin[IMara, [lwhere[Jis[/Bnei
Yisrael’s [Emunahlin(Hashem?

With[miracle[after (miracle,[Hashem[has proven(thathe
providesfor[and[protectsCAm[Yisrael. It[isjust[mind
boggling/thatBneilYisrael [show(such(a lack[of[Emunah
in[Hashem. [Do(they teally (believe thatlHashem[didlall
Heldid[for [them, [taking[them[s$o far[in[everylinstance
only(fo/dbandon/them(dlong(the Wway?

TheLubavitcher [Rebber[lin[this[Sichat[IShabbat[for
Parshat[Beshalach(suggests[the[following, Which seems
tolanswer[dur questions. [ The[Parashalstarts[off, fWhen
Par'o[sent[the[people[away.” Wel arel[ told[ that[ Bnei
Yisrael [didn”t[simply[leave Egypt[on[their[own, but
had[tolbel$entlaway[by[Par'o. This[implies that[there
were[SsomelJews[Wwho(didmotWwant[folleave [Egypt,[and
only[did[solbecause[Par'olsent[ them[out. It[could[be
possiblelthat(after (the[TenPlagues/and(the magnificent
miracles [that[(Hashem[performedin[Egypt, (these[Jews
believed[that[1Par'oJwould noJlonger oppressand
enslaveJthe[1Jewish[people. JInstead [they [lwould[be
allowed[folivelin peaceand ¢omfort. [ Thelquestion for
these[Jews [Would how[be, Whyleavel[all this[comfort
and(tranquility, as[partlofl the[Wworld”’s[most[powerful
nation,[fo[go Wwanderin[theldesert? This[éxplains[Vvery
wellJwhy[JHashem[had[Jto[take[1BneilYisrael [Jin[a
circuitous[toute[awayfrom[Egypt[so[thatthey[Wwill[mot
bel¢lose bylandwant(foteturn. [ This alsolexplains Why
Bneil[Yisrael [always complained[to[Moshe[that[things
were[ better [in[Egypt, why [ were[they[ takenout[from
there?

Thelmessagefrom![this[is obvious[forlall ofTus today.
Weloften[find[ourselves [sitting[in[positions [éfT comfort,
unprepared(fopushforwardlinto(the[desert” leaving(all
of"ourTuxuries "behind "and[following[in[the ways[of
Hashem.['Allthough[welook[at[BneilYisrael [in[this

week’s[Parshaland[are[fast[to[judge, [Wwould e[ have
donelmuch(better ourselves? [Dolweldolmuchbetter [in
oursituations[today? (Welshould take[this[as[al[lesson
andlearnfrom(their(mistakes. 'Weliustnot[get[¢caught
uplin[thel¢comfortsand[luxuries[that[modern(life[often
provides, [rather “pushforward Cwith[[EmunahCin[Cour
Avodat[Hashem.

YSMZlislallearning[program!forigraduatesof Yeshiva
high(schools throughout North[America, [ Canadalind
various European|countrieslincluding(the UK. [t offers
serious|students(thelideal .éxperiencelaoflearning Torah
inllsrael, [throughlalunique blend of Torah(learninglon
thelhighest(levelland(the Warmthland friendliness ofla
smallYeshiva.

141 DivreiMenachem

Parshat[B'shalach teminds s ofl the[ power[ofl denial
andrationalization JwhenJwe[Jconsider [Jboth[/Par'o's
behavior Land[that[of Bneil Yisrael [prior [toland[during
the[Crossing[of'the[Red[Sea.

Letus(first[tecalllthe[teaching[that[Hashem[hardened
theheart0flthe (mightyPar'olandtook ‘theIsraelites on(a
twisty[and[éxtended journey[through[theWwildernesslin
order [tolgive[tise[toéxtended and[continuous miracles
(R'CChananel, [JRashi). JThus wouldUthe[1lessons [lof
Hashem's ‘émnipotenceland(c¢ontrol [ofldestiny [be[better
engraved!(inthe minds[ofldoubting[individuals.

Now, _when[Par'o[realized[that[the[ slaveswere[not
returning,heshouldhave[been[ terrified[to lconsider
bringing[Ithem[Iback, [Ifollowing[lall[Jthe[Thorrendous
plaguesJthat[Ibefell Chis[people. lHowever, [Jas[/Bnei
Yisrael Cretraced [their [ stepsJandhaltedbefore[ Baal
Tzefon,1Par'oliclearly[rationalized [Cthat[his god[Thad
forced(them[foreturn. LLater (heldenied Hashem's tolelin
the($plitting[ofl the[sealand[relied on[the east[wind[to
protect(his|chariots.

Asl[ffor[ the[ Jews,[ thel brganized Egyptian[ army[ was
enough(tol tause manyto[panic,[tolignore the  recent
miracles,and[to[preferto[ die[linCEgypt[irather than
contend ‘with[their (pursuers. [As[forus, [ Where does[dur
collective[memory (leadus(foday?

Shana(Tovaltoyour favoritetree,
Shabbat( Shalom, Menachem| Persoff

Towards better Davening
and TorahReading

WY - THT WY

Both[wordshavel(theroot[0f [FEAR[(reverence). Each (has
its[pronunciation (issue. Thefirst(is[d/davening/and(Torah
reading(issue;/thelsecond[is from[Birkat[HaMazon[(last
paragraph)

Thefirstmeans: And[they((the Nation) feared (G [d...[The
wordis[properlypronouncedlin threelsyllables: VAIYIR'U
(TifTonelsays[VAIYIR[U, hel¢hanges/themeaning oflthe



word [tb"land [they/saw". Different(root; different meaning.
VAl(openl[syllable),[ YI[(another(open(syllable), and then
R'UI(SH'VA NA inder [the[REISH).

In(benching, lastpart,(themeaning/is["Fear[HaShem, [you

His holylones... Notice[thattherelisnolvowel [inder[the

REISH. [Thelvowel [ofithe!ALEF [(a[SHURUK) lis [doopted

by(the REISH!(solto[speak)landthe[ALEF [isiINACHA [T
totallylsilent/danddon[¢ontributing tolthepronunciation (of
thelword.[ Technically, [ the word[is[alsinglel syllable[ ]
Y'RU. Not[YIRWU, which means, [they[will[see. Y'RULis

thefuturethird [person [plural form.

SHEYIBANEHBEIT HAMIKDASH...

Alseriesloflarticleslon Beit!tHaMikdash welated topics by
Catriel Sugarmanlintended tolincreaselthel knowledge,
interest, dndlanticipation|dfithe Feader, [therebyhastening
thelrealization dflourlhopes|and\prayers|fortherebuilding
oflJerusalemldndthe Beit HaMikdash.

Morelon Kedushaand["Radiation"

In(tesponselto[TT [reader Daniel [(Gwertzman's(letter, we
compared(the"behavior patterns” [6f Kedushaltoradiation.
Mr.[Gwertzman [ noted[that['the[ tourists[ hel[deals[with
compare [the Beit[Hamikdash [tola Muclear [reactor (withthe
corebeing theHolylof Holies[and[if onelapproaches too
closelyltolioliness, lit[can resultlin death.

[[said [ that[ unquestionably[ there[‘are[ certain[parallels
between the Holyland[radiationinlthat(both(arelactiveland
potentiallyveryldangerous. (Vayikra[15:31).["Alfire[came
forth“and[consumed" the kons ofAharon, Nadav[and
Avihu, [because["they[broughtla[strange(fire before[Gld,
that'Helhad mot[¢ommanded[(Vayikra10:1).["A[Divine
fire[ lconsumed![ Ithe[1250( /Incenselofferers lofl 'Korach's
coteriebecauselthey(presumptuously/made!(their offering,
thereby!¢hallengingthelordained[Divinelorder. Uziyahu
Hamelech [ was! struck [ with[ Tzara'atl when[hel brazenly
marchedlintol the[ Mikdash [ to[offerincense (II[ Divrei
Hayamim(26:19).(LLike/theldore(dfla Muclear [reactor, [death
threatens/ all whol approach( thel holy[ byl unauthorized
peoplel] or(] without[] thel] proper[| preparation.[] The
welllmeaning[ Uzzal was| struck [down[ for[ touching[the
Aron[ Habrit[ (IIl Shmuel[ 6:6).[ In[his[ case, it[ was[not
presumption[at[all! (With[the[best[intentions, helonly
wanted[tol savelthe Aron[from topplinglover[whenlthe
oxen[pulling[the wagon[ stumbled! Onlthel other[hand,
Tum'a [limpurity(TTis [Mot(in [itselfla [Sourcelofldanger. The
elaborate[ purification!tites[ ordained[ byl thel Torah,[ the
purification[oflthe Zav, the[Metzora, [étc. [donveylalmoral
messagelto[Am[Yisrael;[they[were[not[énacted[tol guard
Am[Yisrael from[antagonisticldemons(or(inimical (magic.
R.[Yochanan(ben[Zakkailsaid,"Notatter howlit@appears,
thelcorpseldoes notldefile, hor[does[the mixture ofl ash
(fromthePara[Aduma) (purify. Theltruth [is[thatthe[rite[of
theParalAdumalis/aldecree(oflGld. TheHolyOne, blessed
be[He, said, [[havelset[down[al[statue, 1[havelissued a
decree. [ Youlare not[ permitted[toltransgress[Myldecree"
(Pesikta[ Rabbatil 14:14).(Strictly[speaking, [ thelcorpse
itselflis[notimpure;itCmerely[ "radiates" Limpurityor
causesimpurity[to[those[Whol[¢omelinto[¢ontact[with [it,
"overshadow"[it,[étc.[As[the[Yalkut[Shimonilquoting the
Sifri[Zutalputs(it, "Theperson who(fouchesthelcorpselis
impure;thel¢orpselitselflis[notlimpure." Whatl[does[this

mean [Halachalema'aseh, [practically/speaking?TheZayit
Ra'anan remarks/that/atfthefimelof Techi'at[Hameitim, the
resurrection [of'theldead, [thenewlytevived (Wwill (not[have
tolundergo/d[purification [processbecause When [theywere
dead, theyWwere not[impure. Admittedly, (the[Gemaralis
somewhat horelambiguous.SeeNidal70b.)

Tum'ah(thayBeldefined(as/d[spirituallymegative/dondition

thatlis["contagious"[and[thathas[the[ power[to['infect"

people, [food, Cor[I'vessels" [depending on[its "Halachic

virulence".[However, mowherelin[the Tanachlis(there[an

allusion to[ldanger Uor [indeed [any[JconsciousJactivity
emanating/from therealm dflimpurity. Indeed therealmof
impuritylis[ seen[as hothing[ elsel except the sourcel of
defilement. Inlhis[daily[life, with[thelexception[ofl the

prohibition (6f"approaching" @ Nida/(or Y oledet(or Zava),

itlis[hever(sinfull for[alhon[Kohein[tolbelin&alstatel of
impurity.[Only[bringing limpuritylintol contact[with[the

holy, [e.g. éntering[the[Mikdash[or [eating[Kodashim[in[a

state[oflimpurity, [isldangerous. " The[purpose ofithelaws

isltolavert(such(confusion [oflthelimpureland[the(sacred, to

keep [theuinclean [dwayfrom [contactWwith[theholy, dnd to

guard(the(holy(from[defilement(by/thelunclean. Toldefile

the[ Tabernacleofl thel Lord[is[tolincur[death." Note

Vayikral(15:131,122:19.[Contactlwith a/corpse, [thesourcelof
theimost[ virulent[ form [ ofl impurity[is[ not[ dangerous.

Sickness, [ like[all[ physical "harm,[ comes, not[ from![the

realmofimpurity, but[ from G[d.  Similarly,[ thel "evil

spirit" [that[troublesSaul Mis(from[G[d".[Even[Tzara'at[T]
whichlis[defined(ds(a[primarylsourceloflimpurity[1lis ot

demoniclin(drigin, butrather(aldiseaselsent by G d. Unlike

Zoroastrianism, [ which[doespostulates/al¢osmicldualism

andlalcosmicl conflict' between[twol antagonistictealms,

the[Torah[postulatesthelessential (inity ofl the universe.

Impuritylis Motconsideredlanlindependent primaryforce.

Mr.[Gwertzman's[tourists are[not[wrong[when they[say
that, (ikeamuclear [teactor, the[Mikdash [hasrestricted
areas, [speciall¢clothing[and[ifTonelapproaches(too ¢losely
tolholiness(it/¢an(tesult(indeath. Wot[only(that,but/there
were(special [proceduresto followland [only[¢ertain [fimes
when[onel could[ conduct! ritualsor[ enter[thel Holyl bof
Holies."[The[Various Midrashim[¢claimthat[Nadavland
Avihulindependentlylentered the Kodesh Hakodashimland
offered[ Ketoret.[ Had [ they[consulted with[ their[ father
(Aharon)lor[theirincle Moshe, 'theynever Wwouldhave
undertaken suchlanlinappropriateland(rash(act. The[Sages
accuse[ Nadav[ and[Avihul of! thel following[ sins: [ they
partook [oflwine[beforel ¢éntering the[Sanctuary;they did
not(wearthefour prescribed[priestlyl garments; theyldid
notwash [theirhands(andfeet [with [water [from [the[Kiyor;
theylused [ Vstrangel fire";[ and, notl commanded by GId,
theyldared[ offer[incensel in[ the[ Kodesh[Hakodashim.
Theselacts[defied the[special [procedures" [1aid down [by
GId.TI[Divrei Hayamim[26[ describes|thel $ad[ fate[ that
befell[] thel] powerfull] Uziyahul! Hamelech] who
presumptuouslylattempted|(tofollow!(in [the footsteps(ofithe
250 Mincensel offerers".["When he[ (Uziyahu Hamelech)
was/strong, hisheartwaslifted up [soheldid corruptly, and
heltrespassed(against(the(Lord his[G[d; forhe[wentlinto
the[ ] Templel lofl Ithe[ | Lord[Jto[ 'burn(Jincense..."[1The
Midrashimlexplain the rationale behind thelking'srash [act.
"GldlisKinglandsolamI. It Behooves(thelterrestrial (king
toldolthelservicelin[the[ Templelofl the[Celestial [King."
Forewarned [ of thelseriousness[ ofl his[act[by the[Kohein
Gadol, [Uziyahulcouldnot/plead [ignorance, "It pertaineth



not/toltheeWziyahu, [to(burn incenseinto(thelLord, (but(to

thelpriests, [thesons [0flAaron [wholare donsecrated [to (burn

incense..."I[Divrei[Hayamim[26:18). [ Refusing [toback

down, [the headstrongking[was instantly punished[1"lthe

Tzara'atbrokelforth [onhis[forehead..." Tleven thoughhe

had[‘notleven Coffered thel Ketoret[ lyet. [ Josephus[adds

(Antiquities[10:4),"In(the(meantime, [a[ greatearthquake

shook the[ground(and (a [rent[was(made(inthe Temple, [@and

thebright(tays oflthesun(shonelthrough[it, and[fell ipon

thelJking's[face,[ linsomuch[ Ithat[/leprosylseized[ thim

immediately." [(The comment[ofl Josephus!thatlaltaylof
sunlight(caused Uziyahu's(Tzara'atlis[probably/based on(a

nollongerJextant IMidrash[that[Jinterprets[/Vehatzra'at

Zarchalin HIDivrei[Hayamim 26:19(as[the"Tzara'at([lthe

'leprosy' LI was[ caused by the[ sun's_rays." [ Thelusual

meaningldfZarachlis["shine" [ds[in [Hashemesh [Zarachat (]
the"lsunshines".)

ThelanalogylisnotWrong. [Similarfolan/éxposed [Coredfla
nuclear [reactor, [contact, linlawful [@pproach [dr éven[seeing
theHolylislethal! [G[d[said to[Moses,"You will (hot be
able[to(see[My!face, formohuman[¢anseeMylfaceland
live" (Sh'mot(33:20).

Catriel's book in" progress: [ The Temple| of Jerusalem, A Pilgrim’s
Perspective; A\Guided Tour through the Templelandithe Divine Service
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ARSHAK IX
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demoralizingl&ffectdfftheWheelObsinglWas[pPart
offtheir[@unishment.

s Upperightisfheater[domingfrom@itbckhat
MoshelstruckWithEhe[Staff.

ges TheBirdnderfhelStreamdfWateris@quail,[E@s
inCquaildIB’LAV,ThatCpreceded(theMN[Ti.e.
manna).

ggs ThefvoldhallotEbEhedeftdffhelquail SMECHEM
MISHNEH, OwhichCOcommemorates[ltheCdouble
portionCbfCMNXhatFellCbnFridayOnCorder[to
provide(For[Fhabbat.[(We[hot[only[luse[double
challotldnShabbatiblfdememberheMN, Butiwe
cover[fhemXopl@ndDBottomXoldemind is[df[the
twoayers[ofldewIhatCprotectedfhe[MN.The
MNOWasCourlntroduction[o[Fhabbat.[Beelthe
candlelskicksEbpldenter.

ges Thelorm@tefheléftoverMNMthereShouldbot
haveBeen@ny.

ges ThreeOfacetsOofOtheObattledagainstCIAmalek

(bottomIkftR&ldenter): Moshe's[lpraisedBands,
Yehoshua's(8word, @nddhepenwithDwhichhe
accountldfftheHattleMasrittendown.

ges LowerOrightOisOtheOrepresentationsCofCthe
Haftara.[ThelSinging(®eelik[Mvora.[Thunderbolt
=[BARAK,[Devorah'sCassociate.[Milkthat[Yael
gavedo[Jisra,[dndIheentPpegwithWhich[She
killedl@imMWhen[BelfellEsleep.

ges Thelpieceof@rickOvall(tepresentsEhe®rick
patterndfidordslihfheMorahfbr[AZMASHIR.

ges TheCupsideldown[heart[tefers(to[thelphrase
VAYEIHAFEICHL'VAV...[Par'o[had@[¢hangelof
heart...@gain.

ges ThelStoplSignwithEhelwordShabbatisfbund@t
thedimitCbfCbne'sOT'chumdShabbat,[Shabbat
boundary.

TTRIDDLES...

are[Torah[Tidbits[style[ riddles on[ParshatHaShavua
(sometimeson[thecalendar). 'Theyare foundlin[the
hardl¢opyof ITT [scatteredthroughout, usuallylat[ the
bottom [ofdifferent(columns. (Inthel¢lectroniclversions(of
TT,OtheyUlare[ifound Call Ttogether CattheJend Coflthe
ParshaPix[TTriddles[|section.[] Thel]best[ | solution[ | set
submittedeach Wweek[(therelisn't[always[albest) winsla
doublelprize[a[CD [from [NoamProductionsand/or[a gift
(game, [puzzle, Book, [étc.) from BigDeal.

Lastlissue’s (BO) TTriddles:

[1] How oldlisMoshav Eiver Peleg?

Thel[Torah(fellsus that theMOSHAV [0f BneiYisrael
in[Egyptiwas[430[years. (Actually, the[peopleWwerelin
Egypt[ for[ 210 years;[ the[ 430 lis[ counted/ from[ the
prophecylofl énslavement[at[the[ Brit[Bein[HaB'tarim.)
Thelother[occurrencelin the Torah[6fT430 years[is the
number[ofTyears[dfter PELEG[wasborn, that(his father
EIVER [ives.Hence, Moshav[Eiver[Peleglis[430[years
old.

[2] 'With(a[LAMED/it(definitely doesn'ti move
withaPEI

Let'sCstartCwithCan[uncommonwordCin[the Torah[]
CHIPAZON.[1t[is[Jan[Jimportant[ Jword[for[1Y"tzi'at
Mitzrayim,[in[particular, and[GEULA, lin[general.[The
word[occurs[in[Tanachlonly[threeltimes, éach[timelas
B'CHIPAZON 1withhaste. [In[Parshat[Bo, [the[people
in[ Mitzrayim[ were[ commanded[ to[ eat[ their[ Korban
Pesach[IB'CHIPAZON, becausel ithey [ were[ tol[ lleave
Egyptlat[alimoment's hotice. At[the[end of R'El, 'the
wordlis[appliedfolthelspeed(haste) [Wwith[Which[we left
Egypt, and[is[associated[With[thel quick[baking[matza
(in[contrast[folthe[slow[process ofthakingBread). Also,
in[ contrast[ tol the speed ofl the[ Exodus[from[ Egypt,
Yeshayahu! tells[us[that[theultimate Geulalwill[hot
comel hastily. If[ youlteplace[the[ PEI[in[CHIPAZON
with[a[LAMED, [ youl gett CHILAZON,snail, wihich
definitelydoes motmoveB'CHIPAZON.



[3]2 words[TIsame [letters, different vowels 1]
onel | involves! | verticall | motion, | thel | other
involveshorizontal motion

Therelis[almorelelegant[way![this[TTriddle[¢couldhave
beenl Iposed:[1TakelJal Iword[ lfrom[Ithel Isedral lwhich
represents [ vertical (imotion. Move[Jone[dot[ from[Jone
place[Jto[1the[ ] other[land[ change[]the[ ' motion[]into
horizontal.[Either[Wway, (here's[the answer. [ Moshe[as
toldtolIraiseThis[hand[(other times, [his [staff), the
commandIwordis IN'TEL, UNUN(TETHEI Uwith[la
SH'VAunder(the NUN [and[a[TZEIREI under (the [ TET.
Moveloneldotlofl the[SH'VALand[putlitfunder [the two
dots[] ofl] thel] TZEIREI[ and[] you[l getl] NITEH,
NUN/CHIRIK [and[TET/SEGOL.Thatword[appearsin
BamidbarwhenBneiYisrael[say(they will[pass through
thelferritory[oflEdom[and[(Emoriland[stay[on[the[main
road Mveering meither [to the right Mor the(left.

[4] all'the daveners at/565 Broadway 07055

This timelit[was[people from[Pasaic[ New[Jersey[Ilor
peoplel whol know [ peoplel in[ Pasaicl I Tthat[ had[ the
advantage[in[solving[this[TTriddle. Located["at[ 565
Broadwayin[Pasaic[is[one[ oflseveral shuls[hnamed
ADATHOISRAELL (or[ ADASU YISRAEL,[1 ADAT
YISRAEL).ITheldavenersofl ithat[shul Clare [ IK'HAL
ADATIYISRAEL.[Allloflthemimakeup KOLIK'HAL
ADATLYISRAEL,alphraselthat[occurs onlytwicelin
Tanach(linParshatBo, ¢oncerningWhois[commanded
tol participatelin[Korban[ Pesach, and[in[Bamidbar,[in
theldescription[ofithe[Sin[ofltheSpies.

[S]LUHISL/BROTHERS [ /ATE[JA/LOTL[]OF
MATZATWHATWHAT?

WHATWHATL is[] thel] mainl] clue.[] In[] Hebrew,
MAHMAH.J Which[ is[J the[] root[ ofl] the[] words
L'HITMAHMETI' AH [from[Parshat[ Bo, [ referring[to[the
fact(thatthe [Exodus[was[so(fast(thatthe[Jews[could not
linger [fo[prpare bread(and other [provision... In[B'reishit,
it(is Y osef's[brothers[Who[$ay[they cannot[linger, (but
must[teturn[to Egypt[with[Binyamin... Ironic,[no? CAnd
alsolin[B'reishit, Lot[did[linger, even thoughlheivas
told[to[flee[S'dom(quickly.[Solthese threeloccurrences
ofl] thel] MAHMAHL[ (whatwhat)[] words[! are[] HIS
BROTHERS, [LOT[(whichlis[Why(the Wwhole[TTriddle
islin[uppercase, [ tolallow[the 3vord[(LOT[to[$neak by
unnoticed,[and MATZA.

[6] ' Thelguy from Maon[and Moshe [lthat's it
people wise

He'rel[whatlal fulll¢redit solution[tolal TTriddle[looks
like.[Tt[is[from[Ace[TTriddler[HC:[Therelare[only two
peoplelin[Tanachwholare[¢alled (ISHIGADOLIM'OD
(aJ veryl] great[] man).[] Onel] ofUl them[] isL MOSHE
RABEINU, [wholis teferred(to this[week[ds[being[great
in[Egyptlin theleyes ofPar'o's[Servants [and[the[people.
TheIsecond Uman[JisJthe[1"guyJfrom[IMaon",la.k.a.
NAVAL, [ thel Thusband [ lof [ JAVIGAYIL.[1Thel Iphrase
GADOL[IM'OD[Jis[Imentioned! Ifour[ 'moreltimes[Jin
Tanach, [But(dnly(theldbovelfwoldre egarding [people.

[7]/AB=Him; BA=us

Aland[Blrepresenttwo words, $pecifically, (HASHEM
and[ TZ'VAIOT [tespectively. [In[that[brder, TAB, [ they
refer to Him. [ But L TZIVOTLHASHEM, that(is,[ BA,
refers[tolus,[Bneil Yisrael.[ Byl the[way, in[ the AB
arrangement, [ the[words appear246[ times[in[Tanach
(nonelin[Torah), @nd(areltwoloflthe"Names (0f G [d[that
arenot/to(belerased". The BA [arrangement [occurs [only
once, in[Parshat[Bo, in[describing[BneilYiosrael Wwho
arelleavingMitzrayim(after(430 [years. Theltermlis(also
found(in/Chabadliterature.

Thisweek's TTriddles:

[1]Caside from[5(2s, therelare(4/5s, a3, and
another 2

[2]Conly[twicelin[Tanach [lthis week's(sedra
and haftara

[3]Hadhe(been[Jewish, where might[Sisra's
funeral’have(been?

[4] They arelinthe/coccyx/position
[5] baked bean curd [when?

[6] Bob[] Dylan’s(]featured  number( | from
Bringing it /All[Back Home (f)

[7] The[Ramon Jose Trilogy
[8] Twicelin(the AM, oncelinthe PM

[9] Yosefiwas[Yocheved’s alterego?



