J1 st
M"AALAE

T

"YNIU'A 1990A

TORAM
Tidbils

TwolWeeks[@go,[RoshHaShanalfellldnShabbat.[AndWeldiddotMlowShofar
onfhatlday.BvenfhoughfheMorahldommandsdsbhave@M'ru'aay"dn
the[frstldfishrei.

ThendherelWas[3¥habbat[Bhuval@dndmowlvelhavedhedhird[3habbatldflthe
year.[And[dguessiwhat?[We'redot[doingMoMouchldurSetslof[ArbaaMinim,
even[though[The[TorahC¢ommands[us[totake[themConthelFirstCayof
Sukkot.

Infact, fheTorahdnlyldommandslsOnfhelitzvaldffheHour$pecieson
thelirstlday; Hakinglhem@n@llldaysofl3ukkotlik[d[dabbinicCdommandih
commemorationCbf(Xhe[BeitCHaMikdash.[CAndCbn[the[BhabbatCbfCChol
HaMoedWeldon'tEbuchhem.ThisMear, However, [itisEheMorah's[dommand
thatOsCHetCaside[bytheldecreetolpreventOnadvertent[Violation[Cbf[the
Shabbat.[Aside[from@[demonstrationdffhe[awesomelpowerdflthe[Sages,
givenohemby[BhelTorah,[k[(Meedsobepointed [duthatBhey[didthot
have[to[makel[thisCparticularCdecree.[But[theyHid.[CAndChgaindasCive
discussedWithBhofar)Wedbok[br@Thandle"IbnderstandhyfheSages
bannedDulav&[BtrogldnShabbat.

Part[oflheCanswer,Again, OsEhatWeldre[hotldealing Qvith & [problematic
coincidenceldfltheldalendar,Wel@reldealinglWithMtheirstl@mongfheldays
declaredHoly".[G[d[Sanctified[Shabbat[@nd[dommandedsibkeep"[it.[And
He@lsolsed$habbat@sldfhodelfofeachsowoHanctifyfime.Heldid
Shabbat, ButiWeldofhel@hagim.[SolChazalltaintained[Shabbat's[Fositionih
thefbrmldffthelg'zeira.
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andC¢onceptual CaspectsCof[thelewish Calendar,[thereby

better fulfilling fhemitzvalafHaChodeshHaZehTachem...

TheCmoladCof[Tishrei
was[on(Friday[évening
Leild Rosh[1 HaShana.
KiddushL'vanall was
eitheraid(by[people
before[Yom[KippurlorltightCafterl[it.[In
caseldone[hasmotyet[Said[(KLXhis[month,
thedastlopportunitylis(Leil(Shabbat[Yom
Tov,[irst(hight[of[(Sukkot.[Generally,[(Wwe
don't[SayKLOn[Fridaymight{orlYom[Tov
night).[(However, Off ({ifCAndConly[if)[the
lastOplik[leil[Shabbat, ThendnelfaylSay
KLGhenHatherfhanhisslit.

Each[Cmonth,the(deadlineCisChalfCway
betweenthe[OmoladOandthefollowing
molad.[0TheClaveragetime[it[takesthe
moon[togothroughlits[phasesis[29d
12h[44mp.Halflofkhatlis[14[days,[18
hours22[minutes. Thatdimelis[dalledhe
NIGUD,¥helpointlinfimelivhenihelmoon
is(FullCandCstopsCgetting['larger".[After
the[NIGUD,xhe[Cmoon[begins[to[wane
andWwe[@odbngeridanSay[KL.

Specificofhe[ArbaaMinim, ffhey[dervelds[ddtrongeminderdf[Mature,[@nd[Gurldonnection o[, Then[$habbatlis
thellltimatedeminder[df(@reationdf[Naturelfland@verything).[AndSo[Shabbattselfakes@veribrithed[Speciesibr

its[day[df[Sukkot.
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followShabbat[dules.[IYom[Tov[is

mentionedhfheBrachalforldandles,3s
isShabbat, Butfhelprocedurebr
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READINGS[FORBSUKKOT
&SIMCHATITORAH

KOHELET istusuallytreadtbntshabbatThol
HaMoed[Sukkot.[Weldon't(Raveldneldffthosefhisyear,
solihsteadWelrkadKohelet[dnfhedirst[daydfMomMov,
whichi$[Shabbat.[In[Thutz@aAretz, [Koheletit[feadldn
Shabbat[ShminilAtzeret.) Ikt [Head Beforefheldeading
offhe[Torah.WhenKoheletlik[dead fromd[Parchment
megilallcommonlhOerusalem),Brachotdre[deciteddn
theteading.No[brachotlare[$aid Of (it (s [tead rom[&
printedbook.[Thelinegilal®by$hlomo[MHaMelechlnChis
laterQyearsMakes[d[8eriousObok@tHhedlifeWeldllive,
and[Bis[donclusionsBoilldownIbofhereBeing@othingldf
realCvalueOnThisCWorld.CExcept[to[be G d[fearing.
KoheletOprovidesCaOsoberingObalanceOtopotential
inappropriateevity [oflBhe[Chagdndhopefullyfocuses
ourby[ihfhelgroperldirection.

oncxhe First I]Iay CofISukkotCweCread Cfrom
ParshatCDEmor,dVayikrad23,0the PortionCof(dthe
Festivals.(OWeOactuallyOstartOtheOreadingCseveral
p'sukim@8arlierithfhetitzvotldfdotEaking@nld@nimal
from[tsthotherblselit[ds@MorbanBeforeiti[B[days
old.[AndIheProhibitiondf[Slaughteringl@nl@nimal@nd
its[bffspringCbnthe[kamel[Hay.[MThisCkeconditzva
appliesfokorbanot@nd@oMsecular"iseldf[@nimalsbr
food.[Mhef(frsttitzvalis[SpecificallybrMorbanot(butlits
spiritMelongsibl@rofane@nimalsibo).

Next[theOrorahkeachesCus[themitzvot[Cbf[Kiddush
HaShem(@nd[itsdpposite.

ThenOwvekrometotheFestivalsCportion.oThe[drorah
begins[Wwith(Fhabbat, Followed[by[Pesach,the[Dmer,
Shavuot,[RoshHaShana, MomKippur,[@ndBukkot.This
52pasukfortioni$readfbrAdeoplelthisMear,[Hecause
iti¥[Bhabbat.

The Maftiriteadfrom@ESecond [Morah, from[Parshat
Pinchas.OtOsChCbpasukCpresentationCofCthe[Korban
Musafldffthefirstday@flSukkot.

The HaftaradomesfromZechariya@nddontainsthe
famousprophesydfffhelimelhhefuturelWhenldther
nations[lillltecognize(fhe[One[GldAndXhosetations
that[PersecutedkraellWillBeldeverely[@unished.There
isfAlliniversallinessage[of[$ukkotnhdhat[peopledrom
otherMationsWill[dIsoBeldhallenged Withfhe[thitzvaldf
Sukka.@Mhelniversal@atureldf(Sukkotldan[dlso[Bel[Seen
byfhe[20BullsdfftheMusafsdffhelSevenldays.Solibo,
theBacthatfhelWorldkGudged HorBainfallldnSukkot
givesfhe[Roliday[dniversalfavor.

At Mincha©BnShabbatlYom [(Tov[@fternoon, Weldead
thefirstCpartsCofCV'ZOTCHABRACHA, COwhichDisCthe
upcoming@weekly”[Bedralfordheldecond$habbatihla
row.

Chol[HaMoed

TheOTorahOreadingCfor0Sunday,OMonday, OTuesday,
Wednesday, [Thursday,@ndEriday, [k[fhe[same".[One
TorahlisfakenldutlJasldpposedib[Thol[HaMoed[Besach
whenwol[TorahsCarelisedC@éachday).[(4peoplelare
calledfbfhelTorah@ndfheldamelSetdflp'sukimibead
forCeach[bf(the[Aliyot.[Each[CAliyaltonsists[bf[three
p'sukim{theCminimumOength),Ctomesfrom[Parshat
Pinchas[@nd[dealsWithfheMusafldffering[dfléachlday.
Unlike[PBesach,Whoseldays[Havelfthe[SameMusaf,fhose
of(XheldaysCof[BukkotdifferdnheChumberCofbulls
offered.

SimchatTorah

On[theMight@fSimchatdorah, Weldead[dhe[Beginning
of (WZOTHABRACHA. Thistdheldnlymight@fEheyear
thatCe[teadfromhe[Torah, CafterJoyously[dancing
withfhe[Torahs@ndhakingMakafot[@roundfheBima.
ItOeflects@heGoy@ndObvelWefeelMowardsfhe[Torah
on[this[daylCof(itsC¢elebration.[The[DIdMinhagYeruld
shalayimQGR"A) [s[mototead he[Torahon[$imchat
TorahChight.CAnd, Qustforyourknowledge, C5hulchan
AruchCHoes[mentionrorahCreadingCbn[LeilCBimchat
Torah,[utChotdrom[V'zot[HaBracha.Rather[different
ParshiyotldrelreadbridachAliya.

on Simchat[Torahimorning,Gafter[Hakafot,
welftead[the$edraloflV'Zot[HaBracha.[Becauselit[s
Shabbatthis[year,Xhere[are[V Cofficial CAliyot, Cfather
thanThebasCbnYom[drov[Hays.[MThel$edralsChot
completedWith[Bhese[Z[Aliyot, Butheldeading[does(a
bitdurtherhanOnyearsOivhen3imchat[TorahOk[on[a
weekday.

Thesel[3even{customs¥ary)[portions[@retereaddver
and[dver(dgain,mhanydimesWith[deveralTorahs[Being
read8imultaneously@tldifferentdbcationsih(3hul.[This
allows[@veryonelblreceiveldn[BliyaldnSimchatDorah.

Followinghis,fhe Chatan[Torahs©alledforthe
last[Aliyalih[fheTorah.[Aldhupalitdftenthadeldverthe
BimalbyFour(tallCuysCithCaRalit, Chs[the[TorahOs
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completed.Therelis[@[dustomhatfhelast[AliyaBefore
ChatanTorahis[divenibldneldffftheldldestlthenlih[Shul,
andWith[him, @IIHoungboys[{wholdannottakeltheir
own[Aliya)arelnvited[Xo[3hare[thisCKOLHA'NE'ARIM
Aliya.

After\I'zot[HaBrachal(andheBook[dfD'varim,@ndthe
wholeTorah)k[dompleted, @heTorahkifted, [dlosed,
and[dressed"@nd@SecondTorahisreadfirom.

ThisOime, dhehonordf(iheAliyaldoesolfhe Chatan
B'reishit, HorlWhomwillBe[dead dhe®eginning [offhe
Torah.We[@everfinishiWith(BheTorah.[(WeBegin[it[ds
soon[@siwelgetbfhelénd.Thiss[fhereal“[deasonfbr
our[yreat[joy.[BchoolkhildrenChrefoyfulOvhenthe
schooly¥ear[énds.[Weldelebrate, [hotheldonclusion[df
the@orah, ButfheonderfulfeelingdffBeginning@gain
anddfBeinghelPeopleolWhomBhelTorahWas[given
anddorWwhom[@hel[TorahOsCourfwayofife.CAgainlCa
ChupalisfhadeObrthis[AliyalcustomstightQlaryfrom
shullbshul).

TheholedrstidhapterldfB'reishitifead, @lusfhelfirst
fourp'sukimdfihe[2nd¢hapter,OvhichCdescribeshe
first@habbat.

Then MaftirdsteadFromChCthirdBeferTorah. It
comes[fromPBarshatPinchasldndPresentsfheMusafldf
ShminiBtzeret.

Finally,(xhe HaftaraofSimchatOTorahCpicksCup
wherehe[TorahOeftCoff(MMvith[(thebeginningCof[the
Book[bf[l¥ehosha.Aside[(fromOtsCbeing[the[hatural
choiceorMaftaralof[V'zot[(HaBrachabecauselik[k[iks
continuaion,[[@Iso[dontains[GLd's[éncourageidhent
to¥ehoshualbldiingbfheMorah@ndimmerselih[tday
and[@ight.BarticularlyQuited FbrSimchatorah.

What does Sukkot
commemorate?

AlltholidaysTBiblical,/Rabbinic,/ModernTTmarkrevents
thatoccrredonthedatesiwelcelebratetherholidays.[So
toolforifastidays.Dateslarelsignificant. ' Welleft Egyption
the15throf Nissan(TThence, the date forrPesach."We
receivediitheTorahJat'HarISinaiCon[’Shavuot.[lRosh
HaShanamarksthelCreationfof(HumaniBeings. Purim
andChanukararellockediintoitheiricalendarpositionsiby
whatloccurredronthoserdays.[Onthelsadlside,[Tish’a
b’AvOandOtheDotherOfastOdaysOassociatedOwithOthe
Churban(destruction)of theBeittHaMikdash, each(fall
onldaysthatlsomethingparticularfoccurred.’Soltoo(for
YomHaAtzmaut@ndYom(Yerushalayim.

Whatrhappenedronthe1 5throf ‘Tishrei?(f(something
(GR"A)thenrokay, butlif not, thenwhatlis[Sukkot’doing
specificallyatithisitimeof the yeariandonlthatidate?

TurD saysO thatD hadD the mitzvald of0 Sukkal been
commanded(atPesachltimel(becauseloflits.connection
toltheExodus),littwouldhotlbelhoticeablelthatiwelare
performinglaimitzva;littwouldseemthatiwelaremerely
seekingicomfortlinthelwarmingspringtime.COn[the
other'hand,"whenwelleaverourrhomesras othersCare
returningtoltheirsfinranticipation‘offcoolerrandrwetter
weather, themitzvaaspectiof’Sukkalismanifest.

Rambamiseemstoltakelanoppositelview,/hamelythat
thetiming Tof ([SukkotlisfarkindCgesture by GrdiTwe
dwelllintheSukkawheniitlismeithertoohotmortoicold

toldorsolinfanenjoyablemanner. (Aot dependsupon
wherelyoullivelEretzYisraellisthighly recommended.)

RambanisaysithatiSukkotlissetlatthelothersideof(the
year(] from[] Pesachl] to[] emphasizel that[] well must
appreciate]Gd’s[havingtakenusout of (Egyptiand
protecting‘usCintheWildernessTTALLCYEARCROUND.
PesachrandrSukkotrarereachrar7 rdaylcommemoration
ofthelExodus,[each’beginsionthe1 5thiday oflthe(first
monthlofthelyear(both Nissan“and[TishreiCare[first
months).

AccordingtotheVilnalGaon, afteritheSinof theGolden
Calf,ithe[HeavenlyCloudsieftthepeople.[Onlyafterihe
commandtolbuilditheMishkan,andrafterthematerials
werellcollectedJandthellconstructionJwasaboutJto
begin, did[theCloudsireturn..The GR"Asays[thatlthis
happenedion(15Tishrei,(hencethatdatefor Sukkot,the
Sukkaremindingusofthe Clouds.

Menorati1HaMaorlsays(lthat(1Sukkaisflarthumbling
experience,perfectforitheJewwhorhasjustbroughtrin
therharvestrandrisfaboutltotuck "himselfTcomfortably
intorhistThomerfortherwinter."Hewouldusuallyburst
withiprideratiwhatrheraccomplished.'Sukkarbringsithe
Jewloutlof ThisccomplacencyrandiremindrhimTTinlthe
frailSukkaof(Gd’sidominion(overinature.

ChidusheirHaRim[saysthatthereasonCgivenCbylthe
Torah(forrSukkalTTlnTorderlthatyourigenerationsishall
KNOW...KNOWLEDGE [can/belachievedbest{orionly)in
adsinfreeCatmosphere,JonlyrightDafter0the JYamim
Nora’'im.[Alpersondoes/notlsin[unless’helisiovercome
byrfoolishness.[Thus,"welarelcapable of fulfillingthe
mitzvalof(Sukkalbestduringthedaysfollowing[Yom
Kippur,iwhenT’shuvahasitestoredourimental powers.

The Composite/Chagland
theSimcha'/Machine

The view(] of [ the1 GR"A[] notwithstanding,[]it[] seems
obviousthatSukkotlisrnot’soimuchrarholidaylinfandrof
itself, butliticanbelseenasialcompositelaveryspecific
andispeciallcomposite,of(otherichagim.

Picture,fifcyourwill,falmachinerthattwelwillfusetorfilter
outlthelrelementrof’simchal{joy) fromrotherrholyrdays,
copythatllelement] of [ simchall withoutJits[ partner
emotions,land/buildiwiththatisimcha,la’specialholiday,
onewelllsuitedtorepresentithemiall.

Put[Pesachlintolthemachinefandextractthejoyof
leavingEgyptianslaveryfandChumiliationtorbecome
Grd’'speople.lLeavelbehindtheemindersrofrthebitter
yearslasslaves.[Leavebehindthenhervouslanticipation
of DwhatOwillDbecomeUofIthisOnewnation,Jsolllong
enslaved.[Takethatpureljoyof Pesach, duplicatelit
(don’trtakeritrawayfromPesach)fandfashionCanother
sevenldaylholidaybeginning onthe15thlrof(thefirst
monthrofitheyear{Nissanfand[Tishrei’bothqualifyfor
thatChonr), fandrletlit[toorbelinfcommemoratinCofthe
Exodus.

NowltakelShavuot,theltimeof ithereceiving Cof the
Torah.[Putlitfintolthelmachineltolseparatelitsexquisite
joyfrom[ithelotherlfeelingslof lawelandlidread.(1The
thunder,ightning,firefand’smoke,everistrengthening
soundrofitherShofarfwerenotjoyfullexperiTences.But
theJjoyJof iTorahOisOrealDandOveryOmuchOaOpartCDof
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Shavuot.[Duplicaterit.[Leaveltheloriginal'with[Shavuot
andtakelthelcopy,thepurejoyrof(beinglfonelof (GId’s
nation.[Attach(thattoranteighthidaythatwill followthe
sevenidays/ofthelChag. Letthatbeaday of rejoicingin
the(Torah.[Purefjoy.Let’slcalllit’SimchatTorah.[Let'sput
it(rightCafter'thesevenCdaysrofitheChagrather'than
aftersevenlsevensofldays/followingthelfirstidayrof
Pesach..Thelweatherlis'notlideallandwaiting will(bela
hardship.

Now(takeRoshiHaShanarand'Yom(Kippur,thelYamim
Nora’im./Dayslof[Awe.[Dayswhen(theheavenlybooks
ofLiferandDeathrarefopenrbefore Grd.[Put[them into
theCmachinefanddon’tCbelsurprised’bythergreatjoy
that(filtersfout."'Weldon’tralwayssoltheljoyron'/RHrand
YK, becausemanyother“emotionsITall'somberCand
serious, cloudthemixture.[Buttakelthejoyof 'Grd’s
forgiveness,takethejoyrof’beingifHaShem’s’children
evenlififHemeeds tolcastigateus.[Copylittandpour(it
ontoltheseventhidayrof(ChagTHoshanaRaba.Letthat
dayrbeltheliculminationJof TtheT’shuvaandKapara
processbegunmearly twomonthsiearlier.

You'velgotlrarholidaythatlis(sofjoyousthat ourSages
identifiedlitlas[ZmaniSimchateinu,theltimerofrourfjoy.
Fullyrecognizingthat'Simchalisfarmitzvaforrallithree
Regalim,landprobablyforflRosh’HaShanalland’Yom
Kippuriaswell,[ouricommentariesnonethelesspointiout
thatO thed commandD of ] Simcha is[J not] mentioned
specificallylinfcon[ThectiontoPesach,lonlyroncewith
Shavuot,andithreetimeswithSukkot.

IfiyoularenotlyeticonvincedthatSukkotisalcomposite
ofthelotherichagim,takeralookratlits[Torahreadingof
therfirstCday.'Topic:thelcycleCof [theyear.Shabbat,
Pesach, thelOmer,[Shavuot,RoshiHaShana, YomKippur,
andSukkkot.fAlllotherholoidaysihavereadingsithatiare
specific[toleachlcthag.NotSukkot.t[is[therholidayrof
holidays.

AndCwhatCaboutCitsCnamel.CNo,lnotSukkotDor[IChag
HaAsif.[Thelfotherrname.[Chag.[Sukkotlis'called Chag.
JustiChag.ForlitlisthelquintessentialilChag.

Andritlisperfectlylsuitedtoritsirole.lAgriculturally,litlis
onlyrafterithelharvestithationelcanbeltrulyjoyous..Too
manylworries aboutthelcropsrat’PesachrandrShavuot
time.

AndCemotionally,ConlyCafterCtheOspirituallycleansing
experiencellof ithellYamim[Nora'imicanwelbeltruly
happy.rAndrhot’eventoolmuchrlater.[Rightrafter’Yom
Kippurlis‘best. Andthat'siwhatwelhave. Noltimelto
comeldown(from(therhighCof (lYom Kippur.[(Toolbusy
building ] theJ Sukka, acquiring[ the[] Arbaa’ Minim.
PreparingforfYomTov.

Whatralsoradds toltherfeelingrof JoylisiGrd’s(tellingrus
that’HeremembersifondlyrourikindnesstorHim, byrour
followingHimthroughrtherMidbar,thefWilderness,for
40lyears.

Givelitlyourfall!

PerhapsiasialcorrollarytoithejoyrofSukkot,loriperhaps
aslalcontributing factor, welfindthetwomajor mitzotof
theChaglinvolvelalliofus(individually)landiallioffusi{as
amation).[Matzalyouleatwithyourimouthlandidigestive
system. Shofariyoulheariwithiyour eyes. Tfilinigoesion
anlarmlandra’head. Tzedakalyouigivelwithyourrhands.
SukkaOinvolvesyourall. 0OnlyOtwolmitzvot(okay,

maybethree)linvolvelone’sientirelbeing.LivinglinEretz
YisraellandiSukka(and/Mikveh).

TheFourSpeciesiirepresentsiiourllall.1 Twollfamous
symbolismsseelthe rMinimasheart,[spine,eyes,fand
lips(ITandrasrepresenting fouritypesiofjews,[covering
theOwholelpeopletofJIsrael. J1SukkotDisOtrulydJZman
Simchateinu.

Take[Rain[Seriously
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InfheBox[@bovelisfhedextldftheldecondBrachaldflthe
Amidalévery[Amida,veekday,[$habbat,[Chag. Itk
known[@stheBrachaldf[G'VUROT, [StrengthsOr[powers
(of[G[d).MkOs0hEhis[Brachafhatethention G dEsEhe
Rainmaker,[duringfhelthiny[Season.

FromMusaf@f(Shmini[Atzeretl{a.k.a.[JimchatTorahlh
Israel,[Butfhatthightldonfuseldeadersih@hutz[aAretz
@ndl@venSomelfrom[Aere)ntilMusafldflthefrstiday
of[Besach,WeldayfhatGldis[(amongldtherhings), fhe
MASHIVHARU'ACHOMORIDHAGASHEMIIMHUH).

ThisiEWhat[RabbilEliezerdnd[RabbilYehoshualdiscuss
intheldpeningmishnaldfiMasechetaanit.[RabbiBliezer
felt@hatCve$houldbegin[Imentioning" [tainrom Ehe
first[day[df[Sukkot, [SincefheWorldisGudgeddbritainfall
on[Thag[{Sukkot).[RabbilYehoshualdbjected@nd3aid
that[dains[@[MegativelSigndnSukkot,[doWhy[thention
it.[R'[BliezerldlaimsBeas[dotduggesting[dsking for(i;
onlyhentioning[t[@this[@ppropriateime.R'Yehosha
states[ThatOfCmentioningOsChotChCrequest[TthenCive
shouldthentionMHUHElIYearfound.Meaningfhat[tis
his[@pinionfhatWel3houldmhentiondain[dnlylWhenlke
wantlhin,[damely@tfheBeginningdfltheldainy[Season.
R'Mehoshua'sldpinion[prevails[@nde[Beginlthentioning
MHUHromShminifAtzerettMusaf. (Welwill@skForBain
fromO theO 7thOd of[d Cheshvan.

IfCbneCbmitsCMHUHOFromheecond[brachalbf[the
Amida,CANDCHoes[hot[$ay[(MORIDHATALLC&ither,[the
AmidalCmust[belbfepeated.n[dsraeldandC0inComany
communities(h@heDiaspora), Where[MORIDHATALILL
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saidiwhenMHUHIs[Hot[[aid, [ti$[donsideredfhatGLd’s
role[@s[WeatherMakers[@cknowledgedfhroughoutlfhe
year.[Therefore, OffldneforgetsMHUH, (he[dan@ssume
that[he[$aidCMORIDHATALCONDtsCplace[{byforce[bf
habit)[@ndHis(Bmidali$M@otihvalid.

ReferringGloufodheBoxhEheldpperight, Moticehe
phrasing.[The®rachalk[aist[of(GA's[(powers, (MHUH
beingldneldffthem.dn@dditionfoldememberingMHUH,
itit[d[doodideadbBecomelthorefamiliarWith[dlI[dfthe
davening@ndoday@verythingiththore[Kavanaldnd
understanding.

REMEMBER: forfhe@woleeksafterlve3tartHo
say[MHUH, CveCstillC$ay V' TEINCBRACHALDNBAREICH
ALEINU.OWeOdoOnotCyet[say CTALCUMATARCuntil 17
CheshvandinOsrael.Beginning[df(lDecembern[TChutz
LaAretz.)[TheMishnaléxplains(hatlWweldelayed@sking
forlchinntilEhedast@leh[Regel[[Pilgrim)feturnsBome.
Althoughtthisis@dnachronisticlih[urfime, Weldetainthe
delayCoftwoCweeksChsCalpractice[bfCbld, ChndCasCh
reminderhatfhisparticularipracticelasBasedldnldur
careldnddoncernor[&évery[3ingledew.Thisessonlis
important@ndikfherefore[perpetuatedlé@venWhenthe
exactldircumstances(do[ot[Hecessarily@xist.

FirstidaySukkot SimchatTorah
Candles | Havdala | Candles | Havdala

Jerusalem 4:42 5:54 4:34 5:45
Raanana 4:59 5:55 4:50 5:47
BeitShemesh 4:59 5:54 4:50 5:46
Netanya 4:59 5:55 4:50 5:47
Rehovot 4:59 5:55 4:51 5:47
Petach@ikva 4:39 5:55 4:30 5:47
Modiin 4:59 5:54 4:50 5:46
Be'erSheva 5:00 5:55 4:51 5:47
Gush[Etzion 4:58 5:54 4:49 5:45
GinotShomron 4:58 5:54 4:49 5:46
Maale[Adumim 4:42 5:53 4:34 5:45
Kiryat/Arba&[Hebron 4:58 5:54 4:50 5:46
Tzfat 4:46 5:42 4:37 5:44

THE JERUSALEM INSTITUTE OF
JEWISH LAW - Rabbi Emanuel Quint, Dean

Lesson 350

Capital Punishment

In the hierarchy of the Jewish court system, the court which
is directly below the Great Sanhedrin is known as the Lesser
Sanhedrin. The function of the Lesser Sanhedrin stands in
stark contrast to that of the Great Sanhedrin. Instead of
having a broad and varied jurisdictional base, the Lesser
Sanhedrin has a very narrow and limited one. The Lesser
Sanhedrin does not have any nonjudicial or administrative
functions. It performs but one function, that of hearing cases
involving capital crimes.

As explained by the Mishna, the Lesser Sanhedrin consists
of 23 judges. Unlike the Great Sanhedrin, there are
numerous Lesser Sanhedrins, one for each city that has a
population of at least 120 men. There is also one Lesser
Sanhedrin in each tribe, according to the opinion of
Ramban, which acts as a supreme court over the courts of
that tribe. Additionally, there are two special Lesser

Sanhedrins, one of which meets at the entrance to the court
of the Holy Temple, and the other that meets at the entrance
to the Temple Mount. These two Lesser Sanhedrins serve a
specia function in determining the law. The most erudite
member of the Lesser Sanhedrin is the chief judge. The
court Sits in a semi-circle so that each judge can see the
others. These courts are given the responsibility of meting
out the death penalty, and because of the seriousness of the
burden are not give permission to hear any cases that does
not involve capital punishment. This unusual specialization
by the court emphasizes the seriousness of the task and the
difficulty involved in judging these types of cases. In an
attempt to insure accuracy of their judgments in this area,
therefore, the Lesser Sanhedrin only hear cases where the
accused faces the death penalty. Rambam enumerates 36
cases in which the punishment is death. The Lesser
Sanhedrin  has jurisdiction over these 36 cases. If a
defendant in one of these cases is found guilty, the Lesser
Sanhedrin would be forced to decree one of the four types
of death sentences. These four types of death sentences are
used in specific cases.

The first is death by stoning. This form of capital
punishment applies to 18 types of cases. if a man has
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intercourse with his mother, his father’s wife, his daughter-
in-law, a betrothed maiden, a male or a beast; a woman who
has intercourse with an animal; an idolater, a person who
offers his child to the idol Molech; a necromancer; a wizard;
an enticer to idolatry; a seducer to idolatry; a sorcerer; one
who desecrates the Sabbath; aone who curses his father or
his mother; a stubborn and rebdllious son.

The second is death by burning. This form of capital
punishment applies to 10 types of cases: if the married
daughter of a kohen commits adultery; if a man has
intercourse with his daughter, his daughter’s daughter, her
son’s daughter, his mother-in-law, his mother-in-law’s
mother, or his father- in-law’s mother. In the last six cases
he is liable only if he has intercourse with them during his
wife's lifetime.

The third is death by decapitation. This form of capital
punishment applies to two cases. to a murderer and to the
inhabitants of a city seduced to idolatry.

The fourth and final death sentence is strangulation. This
form of capital punishment applies to six types of cases. one
who has intercourse with a married woman; one who strikes
his father or mother; one who kidnaps his fellow man; an
elder who rebels against a decision of the Great Sanhedrin;
one who is a false prophet; and one who prophesies in the
name of an idol. For the sake of completeness | have listed a
basic outline of the four broad categories of capital offenses
as they reate to four applicable method of execution.
However, if should be noted that these headings are at best
only general descriptive categories. The legal definition of
each incorporates various elements of each transgression,
the minutiae of legal requirements surrounding it, and the
particularities and details of its application in specific cases.
These render the offense into a specific and unique legal
concept which is quite different from the apparently
simplistic categorical headings. In addition, the Jewish legal
system further restricted the application of the death penalty
by instituting a series of highly restrictive requirements that
had to be met before the death penalty could be rendered
and imposed. These included certain obligatory preliminary
warnings that had to be given to the perpetrator before the
commission of the offense and, at the trial, exceedingly
difficult standards of evidentiary proof were imposed in
capital cases. Moreover in order to acquit a defendant, a
simple majority of the judges is sufficient. In order to
convict, however, there must be a mgjority of at least two.
The attitude of the law toward capital punishment can be
seen from the following Mishna: "A Sanhedrin that effects
an execution once in seven years is branded a destructive
tribunal; Rabbi Eliezer ben Azariah says, Oncein 70 years.
Rabbi Tarfon and Rabbi Akiva say: Were we members of a
Sanhedrin no person would ever be put to death."

The only issue left to mention regarding the Lesser
Sanhedrin is that their jurisdiction over the death penalty
extends not only to cases involving human life but also to
certain cases involving animals. One example is that of an
animal charged with having carnal intercourse with humans.
Just as the man or woman is to be put to death for this
unnatural crime, the animal meets a similar fate. Both
receive their sentence from a Lesser Sanhedrin. A second
example is that of an ox that killed a person. The Mishna

states that the ox has to be judged by the Lesser Sanhedrin.
The Mishna derives this law from the verse “the ox shall be
stoned and its owner also put to death”. As explained by the
Talmud, since the verse juxtaposes the death of the owner
and the death of the guilty ox, the same law that would have
applied to the owner had he been guilty of homicide is
applied to the ox if it is found guilty of homicide. The
owner, of course, is not put to death in these cases because
one is put to death for a murder only that he commits
personally. Rambam in his code concludes that all animals
which have been tamed, except for snakes, must be judged
by a Lesser Sanhedrin if they are to be put to death for
having killed a person. Snakes that killed a person may be
put to death without atrial.

The subject matter of this lesson is more fully discussed in
volume 1 chapter 1 of Jewish Jurisprudence by Emanuel
Quint & Neil hecht. Copies of both volumes can be
purchased at local Judaica bookstores. Questions to
quint@inter.net.il

The subject matter of this lesson is morefully discussed in Volume
1, Chapter 1 of Jewish Jurisprudence by Emanuel Quint and Neil
Hecht. Copies of both volumes can be purchased at local Judaica

bookstores. Questionsto quint@inter.net.il

M1SC section - contents:
[1] Vebbe Rebbe
[2] Candle by Day
[3] From Aloh Naaleh
[4] Wisdom & Wit
[5] Portion from the Portion
[6] From the desk of the director

[1] From the virtual desk of the OU
VEBBE REBBE

The Orthodox Union — via its website — fields questions of all
typesin areas of kashrut, Jewish law and values. Some of them
are answered by Eretz Hemdah, the Institute for Advanced
Jewish Sudies, Jerusalem, headed by Rav Yosef Carmel and
Rav Moshe Ehrenreich, founded by HaRav Shaul Yisraeli zt"l,
to prepare rabbanim and dayanim to serve the National
Religious community in Israel and abroad. Ask the Rabbi is a
joint venture of the OU, Yerushalayim Network, Eretz
Hemdah... and the Israel Center. The following is a Q&A from
EretzHemdah...

| have been placing my sukka on my
Q balcony for years. A neighbor's tree has been

encroaching on the air space. | have trimmed
branches in the past but now the branches very high
overhead densely cover magor parts with wide
leaves. Do high branches ruin the sukka's kashrut? If
s0, do | have the right to make him cut down the
dgnificant section of the tree that causes the
problem, and, if so, who pays for it?
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Thisissue was addressed at length in an article by our
A esteemed colleague, Rabbi Yona Reiss, a dayan and

director of the Beth Din of America We will
summarize (with his permission) those of his conclusions that
impact our case.

We discussed in the past (Ask the Rabhi, Sukkot 5765) some
of theintricacies of the circumstances under which foliage over
a sukka renders it invalid. To oversmplify, if the sukka is
mainly covered by leaves so that there is more shade than light
going through, it invalidates the sukka (see Shulchan Aruch,
Orach Chayim 626: 1) even if the foliage is more than 20 amot
above the sukka (Mikraei Kodesh, Sukkat 15.3). Inquireif you
areunsureif your sukkais disqualified.

We now move to issues of nizkei shecheinim (damages caused
by neighbors). The Shulchan Aruch (Choshen Mishpat 155:26)
rules that if Reuven's tree extends over Shimon's property,
Shimon may cut off the part that disturbs use of his own
property. When it does not cause clear damage, we apply the
rule that the land was distributed so that people would allow
each other to benefit from each other's property when
appropriate (Bava Batra 27b). Along similar lines, the person
who may be damaged indirectly by his neighbor's activity in
his own property should be the one to take precautions to avoid
the damage (seeibid. 25b).

The Shulchan Aruch (ibid.:28) saysthat when aneighbor'stree
impedes a homeowner from acting normally in his own home,
he can cut down the offending portion of the tree, even if the
use is a new one. There is no reason to say that using one's
bal cony for a sukkais not the type of use that warrants removal
of branches. This should be the case even if there are
alternatives places to put the sukkaif this place has legitimate
advantages in the owner's eyes.

Who has to toil and/or pay to cut off the branches? When one
acts in amanner that does not cause damage at the time of his
action but the damage develops over time, it is up to the person
who is being damaged to distance himself (see Shulchan Aruch
and Rama, ibid.:31). We do not find precedent to make the
damager pay when he initially acted properly (e.g., when
planting the tree in his own area) and the damage arose
indirectly. When describing the right to cut down the
bothersome branches, the Rambam (Shecheinim 10:8) and
Shulchan Aruch mention the damaged person as the one who
cuts it down, presumably because this is his responsibility.
When the tree grows such that it causes severe damage, we
find poskim who say that the tre¢'s owner has to remove the
branches at his own expense (Shut Hon Rav (CM 8)).
However, not only is this opinion apparently not unanimous, it
likely applies only when it was quite clear at the time of his
action that a serious problem would arise. In contrast, in our
case, it was not necessarily clear at the time the tree was
planted that it would grow in a manner that would invalidate a
neighbor's sukka. Therefore, it is not possible to require the
owner of thetreeto pay money or to do the cutting himself. On
the other hand, you are not required to pay for any damage to
the tree that may occur if you responsibly cut down as much as
is needed (see Shulchan Aruch, ibid.:30).

In summary, halacha alows you to cut down the part of the
treethat is causing the problem and no money needs to be paid
to you for your work or by you for possible damage to the tree.
An important piece of advice isthat you try to work everything
out through mutual agreement and compromise in advance.
Make sure that your sukkaremains a sukkat shalom.

Ask the Rabbi Q&A is part of Hemdat Yamim, the weekly
parsha sheet published by Eretz Hemdah. You can read this
section or the entire Hemdat Yamim at www.ou.org or
www.eretzhemdah.org. And/or you can receive Hemdat Yamim
by email weekly, by sending an email to info@eretzhemdah.org
with the message: Subscribe/English (for the English version)
or Subscribe/Hebrew (for the hebrew version). Please leave
the subject blank. Ask the Vebbe Rebbe is partially funded by
the Jewish Agency for Israel

(21 Candle by Day

We sometimes assume that someone is not acting
naturally, when the truth isthat heisliving in a
world different from ours, in which his actions
may be the essence of naturalness.

From "A Candle by Day" by Rabbi Shraga Silverstein

A Candle by Day « The Antidote « The World Of Chazal by
Rabbi Shraga Silverstein « Now available at 054-209-9200

13 CHIZUK and IDUD

for Olim & not-yet-Olim respectively

When the Jewish people returned to Israel in the time of Ezra,
they once again erected sukkot. As it says (Nehemia 8:17):
"The entire congregation of returnees from the captivity made
sukkot and dwelt in the sukkot; for the Children of Israel had
not done this from the days of Yehoshua bin Nun until that
day; there was extremely great rejoicing."”

How can it be that the Jewish people hadn't kept the mitzva of
sukkafor over 900 years?

This can be understood by the explanation for the mitzva given
by Rabbi Abuhav (Menorat Hamaor 3,4,1). He explains that
the idea of a sukkaisthat a person should leave the security of
his home in order to place himsdf in the hands of God for
protection against the elements.

The common denominator between the generation of Y ehoshua
and Ezra is that these were both generations of Aliya. These
are the two generations in history that were willing to sacrifice
their previoudy sheltered environment and make Aliya. And,
therefore, it was these two generations who were able to
appreciate the mitzva of sukkalike no one else.

Our generation is the third generation in history that has |eft
the exile in order to put our livesin the hands of God herein
Isradl. So we too can appreciate with "extremely great
rgoicing" the mitzva of sukka in our day in its revival after
nearly two thousand years.

As aresult, may we speedily witness God's return to His sukka
- the majestic Sukka of Jerusalem , asit says: "In Shalem isHis
Tabernacle and Hisdwelling placeisin Zion ."

Rabbi David Samson, Jerusalem

TORAH THOUGHTS as contributed by Aloh Naaleh members
for publication in the Orthodox Union's 'Torah Insights, a
weekly Torah publication on Parshat HaShavu'a
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4 Wisdom & Wit
Retroactively

We are told by our Sages, "against your will, you are created,
against your will you are born, against your will you will live,
against your will you will die and against you will you must
give an accounting" for your life. On this, the Gaon of Vilna
asked: "if all of these are against the persons will, why is he
then required to give an accounting?'

To answer this, he quoted a halacha: if a person has a field
which has no fence around it and his neighbor puts up a fence
around three sides of the field, the owner of the field does not
have to pay for the fencing, as his field is till unprotected on
the fourth side. However, if the owner of the field then adds
fencing on the last side, the owner of the field must share the
cost of the other three sides, for now the fencing serves a
purpose. "The same thing applies to our lives', the Gaon
concluded. "It is true that we are created and we are born and
we live against our wills, but when it comes to dying, none of
us wants to die. By the fact that we want to live we indicate
that we indeed wanted to be created, to be born, and to live,
and therefore we are held accountable for our lives."

Shmuel Himelstein has written a wonderful series for
ArtScroll: Words of Wisdom, Words of Wit; A Touch of
Wisdom, A Touch of Wit; and "Wisdom and Wit" — available
at your local Jewish bookstore (or should be). Excerpted with
the permission of the copyright holder

E (3]

Poryion From |
rue Porrfon

by Rakel Berenbaum
FEEDback to berenbau@actcom.net.il

Simchat Torah

There are two interesting customs on Simchat Torah that
are related to food. One has to do with apples. On
Shavuot in Persia and Babylonia it was a custom to throw
apples from the roof of the shul. The children would then
run to collect and gather together the sweet apples and
this was a symbol of the in-gathering of the Jewish exiles.
It also was a way to excite the children. This custom from
the holiday of the "giving of the Torah" (MATAN TORAH)
was transferred (like other PIYUTIM as well) to the
holiday of "rejoicing with the Torah" (SIMCHAT TORAH).
| remember as a child getting candied apples on a stick
for Simchat Torah - it is not as common today.

There is also the custom of throwing sweet foods at the
person who gets the last Aliya in the Torah and at the
one who has the Aliya starting the new cycle of Torah
readings. These people are called (Chatan Torah) the
"groom of the Torah" and (Chatan B'reishit) the "groom of
B'reishit". In calling them bridegrooms, we point to the
fact that we have a love for the Torah like a groom has
for his bride. The same way we throw candies at a groom
when he is called up to the Torah, we throw candies at

these two grooms. In some communities it was the
women who just recently got married - all the new kalot,
brides - who would throw the candies at the two grooms
of Simchat Torah.

CANDIED APPLES

1 cup brown sugar

% cup white sugar

% cup light corn syrup

¥ cup water

1 Thsp. butter

1 Tbsp. vanilla

6 medium red delicious apples

Cook over low heat, stirring constantly. Continue cooking
without stirring until syrup forms a hard ball when a bit is
dropped into cold water. Remove saucepan from stove
and place in a pan of very hot water. Wash apples and
dry thoroughly. Remove stems. Insert wooden skewers
into stem end of each apple. Dip apples in hot candy
immediately after removing it from heat. Let harden and
cool. Makes 6 candied apples.

6] Divrel M enachem

On Sukkot we take the four species, the etrog, lulav, myrtle
and willow, indicated in the Torah as the, "fruit of a goodly
tree, date palm fronds, and the bough of a leafy tree, and
willows of the brook” (Vayikra 23:40). What can we learn
about the Torah's choice of these specific plants?

Rambam suggests that the Arbaa Minim memorialize the
historical process of the Exodus and the climactic entry in to
Eretz Yisrad. For, in essence, the Four Species were
characteristic of those seen on the way: palms in the desert,
willows on the banks of the River Jordan, trees dense with
foliage in the hilly forest thickets and fruit of the goodly tree
in the orchards.

The botanical characteristics of these plants contribute to a
deeper under- standing, related to the agricultural harvest
and the prayers for rain and prosperity. The example, par
excellence, is the Etrog. For unlike other fruits, its stigma
(Pit'om) stays on after it has ripened and the tree gives fruit
several times a year. The willow (Arava) with its
dependence on water contrasts heavily with the myrtle
(Hadas) which can survive days without water. No wonder,
then, that we use the Arava for the Hoshana ceremony in
which we call out to Hashem to save us.

Lastly comes the Lulav, the spear-looking symbol of victory
(cf. Maccabees 1, 13:51; Vayikra Rabba 30) that portends
well for the future sustenance of the Jewish people. Now we
might better appreciate the significance of saying our
prayers as al four symbols combine in our hands!

Shabbat Shalom and Chag Same ach
Menachem Per soff
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SHEYIBANEH BEIT HAMIKDASH...

A series of articles on Beit HaMikdash-related topics by
Catriel Sugarman intended to increase the knowiedge, interest,
and anticipation of the reader, thereby hastening the
realization of our hopes and prayers for the rebuilding of
Jerusalemand the Beit HaMikdash.

Yom Kippur, Wasit a Dream?
(A Story)

The Segan - soon to be ACTING Kohein Gadol and not merely
DEPUTY Kohein Gadol - had spent the entire night of Yom
Kippur in Halachic discourses with members of the Sanhedrin
and some of the senior Kohanim. Though the Divrei Torah
were simply wonderful, he would have rather spent some extra
time with Zechariah, the venerable patriarch of Beit Avtinas,
and reviewed the practical aspects of Haktarat Ketoret again.
However, to his dismay, Zechariah had already pronounced
him "ready to enter the Kodesh Hakodashim himsef"'. As
Segan, he knew very well that no one EVER contradicted the
imperious Zachariah. Haavoda! If he only knew! "I don't need
young Kohanim to keep me awake Erev Yom Kippur! Just the
thought of going into the Kodesh Hakodashim and representing
Am Yisrael before G-d is enough to keep any man awake!"
That afternoon, he had visited dour old Pinchas Hamalbish in
his office. Pinchas had shown him the Bigdei Zahav, the
resplendent golden high priestly garments that he would wear
when he performed much of the Avoda as well as the Bigdei
Lavan, the pure white garments that he would wear when he
entered the Kodesh Hakodashim. "YOU are now Kohen
Gadol. YOU are Aharon! Start thinking like a Kohein Gadol,
not like a Segan!" Great advice. He hadn't thought about the
Balaganin hisofficefor at least an hour and a half!

The day went smoothly. Well before dawn, the acting Kohen
Gadol had removed the ashes from the Mizbei'ach. By 4:21am,
he had already immersed for the first time, arrayed himself in
the Bigdei Zahav and dlaughtered the Tamid Shel Boker. True
to hisword, Naphtali, the head Shocheit of the Mikdash did not
leave his side. The acting Kohein Gadol would commence
daughtering the animal and Naphtali would effortlessly grasp
the knife in the middle and finish the cut while the Kohein
Gadol took a Mizrak and received the blood. By 5:11, the
Kohein Gadol joined the other Kohanim in the Lishkat Hagazit
and said Kriyat Shema, the Aseret Hadebrot, Birkat Kohanim
and the Tefilla. He trimmed the Menorah, offered the daily
incense, and finished sacrificing the Tamid Shel Boker
together with its accompanying Menachot, Chavitin, and
Nisuch Hayayin. He saughtered and sacrificed the Musafin,
one bullock and seven lambs. By 8:41, he had immersed,
changed into the Bigdei Lavan, and confessed his sins over a
bullock that he himself had purchased. Ashe placed his hands
on itshead, he said with real feeling, "O G-d, | have committed
iniquity, transgressed and sinned before Thee, | and my house.
O G-d, forgive the iniquities, transgressions and sins which |
have committed and transgressed and sinned before Thee, | and
my housg, asit iswritten in the law of Thy servant Moses, 'For
on this day shall atonement be made for you to cleanse you:
from all your sins shall ye be clean before the L-rd" As he
confessed his sins, he recalled the Yerushami, "'Iniquities,
these are sins committed presumptuously, 'their transgressions,
acts of rebdlion. 'Their sins, these are sins committed
accidentally" "When the Kohanim and the people ... heard the
Shem Hameforash - the Ineffable Name - coming forth from

the mouth of the Kohein Gadol," the untold myriads standing
in the Azara "knelt and prostrated themselves and fell down on
their faces and said, 'Blessed be the name of the glory of His
kingdom for ever and ever™ Shaken, the Kohein Gadol
answered them, "May you be purified!" He walked over to the
eastern gate of the Azara, "and two [identical] he-goats were
there and there was also an urn containing two lots. Upon one
was written "Lashem" and on the other was written
"Laazazel." Gazing at the massive gold facade of the Bayit for
aminute, he stood behind the goats. Flanked by Meir Hakohein
on his right and the Rosh Mishmeret on hisleft, he slipped his
hand into the urn and drew out the two lots simultaneoudy. As
he felt them in his hands, he remembered the Gemara
"Throughout the forty years that Shim'on Hatzadik ministered
[asKohein Gadoal], the lot [for Hashem] always came up in the
right hand." He offered a silent prayer and took a deep breath.
Slowly, ever so dowly, he opened his hands. The lot Lashem
was in his right hand! A true sign of Divine gracel Grasping
the lot, he raised his right hand for al to see. A spirit of
rejoicing and exaltation instantly spread through the crowd.
Euphoric, he felt like he was "on a roll". Energized, he
approached the goats and bound "a thread of crimson wool on
the goat that was to be sent to Azazel." He tied a another strip
of woal on the goat that would be daughtered as a Chatat. He
turned to the bullock, placed his hands on its head, and
confessed sin a second time, beseeching forgiveness for
himsdf, hiswife and ALL the house of Aaron. And as before,
when the people heard the pronounced name of G-d they
"knelt, prostrated themselves and fell down on their faces, and
said, 'Blessed be the name of the glory of His kingdom for ever
and ever." Once again, the Kohein Gadol answered, "May you
be purified" He daughtered his bullock and gave the
sacrificial blood to a Kohein to stir so it would not coagulate.
With great trepidation, he entered the Kodesh Hakodashim to
offer Ketoret. There, he perceived G-d's awesome holiness in
the columns of rising smoke, but he did not get flustered.

There was a spirit of anticipation in the air. However, when
they brought him the Sair Hamishtalei'ach, it was with
trembling, that he placed his hands on the goat's head and
confessed thesinsof K'lal Yisragl. After hefinished, thelsh Iti,
the "designated man", led the Sair Hamishtalei'ach - the bearer
of lsrael's sins - out of the Azara towards the wilderness. Meir
whispered to the Kohein Gadol, "This is no time to stop.
According to Rav Reuven's "Time Motion Study for the
Kohein Gadol for Yom Kippur", you're running 25 minutes
late!" The Kohein Gadol nodded and swiftly began to remove
the Emurim, the sacrificial portions of his bullock and the goat
previousy saughtered to burn them on the Mizbei'ach. Under
Naphtali's guidance, he dismembered the carcasses in their
skins and twisted their limbs around carrying-poles, they
would be carried outside of Jerusalem and burnt. There was an
air of suspense; everybody was waiting for word that the Salir
Hamishtalei'ach had "reached the wilderness'. However, the
Ish Iti did finally come to the ravine; he removed the red strip
of wool from between the horns of the goat, and divided it in
half. He fastened one piece to a hearby rock, the other heretied
to the goat's horns, another red wool "ribbon" had been
previoudy hung at the entrance of the Ulam. R. Ishmael had
said that when the goat reached the wilderness, if Am Yisradl
merited it, the threads turned white. Back in the Mikdash, the
Kohein Gadol was getting very fidgety. The Ish Iti should have
pushed the goat over the cliff by now. Why isn't there word?
Suddenly... the Azarafell silent. Then there was a shout, then
aroar from 100,000 throats! People were excitingly pointing to

lIsraelCenterTT#735¢[page ?9[*Mhe SHABBATISUKKOTISIMCHATTORAH 5767 (issue



the piece of wool hanging at the entrance of the Ulam. IT HAD
TURNED WHITE! Then something amazing happened,
something totally unprecedented. Everyonein the Azara started
singing over and over and over again, "Though your sins be as
scarlet, they shall be [forgiven and be] as white as snow." And
then everyone started to dance! Even dour Pinchas Hamalbish
danced a few steps! The rest of Yom Kippur passed like a
dream.

Catriel's book in progress. The Temple of Jerusalem, A
Pilgrim’s Perspective; A Guided Tour through the Temple and
the Divine Service

from page 3

ARSHAKIX

» OTO V'ET B'NO (from the Torah reading of thefirst day).

» Symbols of the holidays, but the Shofar is Xed out becausein
Vayikra 23 we find Zichron T'ru'a, which we take to refer to
Shabbat RH when we do not blow the Shofar.

» The stork is delivering baby cow, goat, and sheep. (Zodiac
symbols thereof.)

* Agricultural scene in lower right for reminders of Pe'ah and
Leket which are sandwiched between Shavuot and Rosh
HaShana.

* Torah is completed with the reading of V'ZOT HABRACHA.

TTRIDDLES...

are Torah Tidbitsstyle riddles on Parshat HaShavua
(sometimes on the calendar). They are found in the hard-copy
of TT scattered throughout, usually at the bottom of different
columns. In the eectronic versions of TT, they are found all
together at the end of the ParshaPix-TTriddles section. The
best solution set submitted each week (there isn't aways a
best) wins a double prize a CD from Noam Productions and/or
agift (game, puzzle, book, etc.) from Big Desdl

Last issue’'s (Haazinu-YK) TTriddles:
[1] textual Haazinu - Y om Kippur link, 1-3

B'ETZEM HAYON HAZEH... An interesting, strong phrase
used in TANACH 12 times, 10 of which are in the Torah. It
was on “this very same day... that No'ach and family went
into the TEIVA. And twice it is used for Avraham
circumcising himself and the males of his household (and
Yishmael). Three times it is used in context of the day we
were taken out of Egypt. And three times it refers to Yom
Kippur (part of what the TTriddle is looking for). And once
it refers to the very day that Maoshe finished his tasks of
talking to the people and writing the Torah down for them
(us). That time is in Haazinu, and thus the TTriddle is
solved. Interestingly, the one time the term is used in
Y ehoshua, it refers to the day the Manna stopped, the day
the shame of Israd was lifted following the mass
circumcision of all those who hadn't been circumcised since
the first year out of Egypt. And on the very day that we ate
"matza" from the yidd of the Land. So Pesach and Brit are
both associated with the words B'ETZEM HAYOM

HAZEH. The final time the phrase occurs is in the book of
Y echezkeil, referring to the 10th day of the 10th month,
ASARA B'TEVET, the very day of the siege of Jerusalem
by the Babylonians. The same term being used for 10 Tevet
and Yom Kippur leads to the statement that if AsarabTevet
were to fall on Shabbat, we would fast and not push the fast
until Sunday (as we do with other fasts). In fact, Asara
bTevet is the only fast that never falls on Shabbat. It is also
the only fast ever on a Friday, when it does impinge on
Shabbat a little bit. BETZEM HAYOM HAZEH - an
interesting and strong phrase, and the solution to a TTriddle.

[2] Using 5,7,6,7 in that order, and math symbols, form
expressions equal to the numbers 0-10

We had a few of these in last week's Torah Tidbits. We will
carry this TTriddle further to allow some people to submit
solutions which they might have more time to work on now
that Y om Kippur has passed.

[3] his2,3,4,5,8,10

This was a Yom Kippur TTriddle, and the "his" in it refers
to the Kohen Gadol. His 2 are the identical goats that he
drew lots (two of them) over. His three are the times he said
VIDUI. His four are the special white garments he wore
upon entering Kodesh HaK odashim. His five immersions in
the mikveh. His 8 garments that he wore when doing most
of the Avoda of the day. His 10 refers to his washing of
hands and feet 10 times in the course of the day. His 10 can
also refer to the ten times he said SHEIM HAMEFORASH,
or more accurately, the 10 times the SHEIM
HAMEFORASH came out of his mouth.

[4] Then Jonah was confused

Then is AZ (ALEF-ZAYIN). Jonah is YONA, YUD-VAV-
NUN-HEI. Confused means scramble the letters and they
spell HAAZINU.

[5] Butter sandwiches and a glass of milk. Mid-morning
snack in school. Who's food?

Actually, it is in day camp that | remember butter
sandwiches and milk as a mid-morning snack. But it seems
that schools used to serve that too. The answer to this
TTriddleis based on Rashi on the verse CHEM'AT BAKAR
(the butter of cow milk) VACHALEIV TZOM (and sheep
or goat's milk) - this refers to the time of Shlomo
HaMeech... CHEILEV KILYOT CHITA (fat kidney-
shaped grains of wheat, from which ddicious bread is
made) - this too, says Rashi, refers to the time of Shlomo.
(The other foods described in the pasuk are associated with
the 10 "lost" tribes) So the answer to the TTriddle is
Shlomo HaMédech.

[6] found before; read after

The haftara for Shabbat Shuva is found in many
Chumashing right before Haazinu (that is, right after
Vayeilech), and was read, this year, right after Haazinu. It
isn't always so, but it was this year - and whenever Haazinu
is Shabbat Shuva (which is more often than not).

[7] Thelonely and big one

This refers to the big HEI of the word HAL-ADO-NOI in
D'varim 32:6. It is an unusual (actually, unique) type of
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K'TIV and K'RI, a situation in the Torah or esewhere in
Tanach, when something is written one way and read a
different way. In a Sefer Torah, the HEI is not only written
extra large, but it is separated from the rest of the word it
heads by a space, making it the loneliest |etter in the Torah.
Every other letter of the 304,805 letters in the Torah is next
to at least one other letter. The only other letters that stand
alone are the backwards NUNs that bracket off the two
p'sukim in B'haalotcha. But they are not read at all. They are
not part of a word. This HEI is part of the word, but it is
separated from the rest of the word. Unique. When reading
the word, it reads like a regular word with no vocal
indication of the space. First syllable - HAL (that'sa SH'VA
NACH under the LAMED). Then G-d's name.

[8] pennies are the best substitute for chickens

When using money for KAPAROT instead of live chickens,
pennies are a particularly appropriate choice in light of the
fact that they are made of COPPER which sounds like
KAPAROT. (No groaning please.)

Thisweek's TTriddles:

[1] What we do with the four bringsto mind
another plant

[2] shoot a vowelless hen

Other PDFs this week:

regular:

*ManTT

e TIYULIM & SHABBATON pages
» The BackPages (schedule)

Special:

» Fire & Wine - guide to Candle lighting,
Kiddush, and Havdala (correct for Israd -
people elsawher e have two days Yom Tov, which
changes a lot)

* Entering the Sukka and inviting its guests
e Lulav & Etrog guide

* Hoshanot

* Shir Shel Yom

* Bencher

 After brachot

» Simchat Torah Hakafot
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