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While many kashrut organiza-
tions do a good job of uphold-
ing kashrut standards, we

believe there is one factor that makes
us unique in the kosher world: the fact
that Klal Yisrael benefits from the
funds generated by OU certification.
The OU is a non-profit organization; as
such, all the income earned from com-
panies that pay for certification is rein-
vested back into the Jewish
community. 

The Jewish Student Union (JSU) is
one such beneficiary of kashrut rev-
enue. The brainchild of Rabbi Steven
Burg, OU managing director and NCSY
international director, JSU started as a
club for Jewish students in three pub-
lic schools in California. Targeting non-
affiliated Jewish teens, the club offered
free pizza, a dynamic and energetic ed-
ucator and an opportunity to connect
with fellow Jewish teens and explore
Judaism in a way that is interesting,
fun and relevant. The clubs were
wildly successful, and thanks to the
largesse of Jack Gindi, z”l, and his wife,
Rae, who believed in Rabbi Burg and in
the value of reaching out to these teens,
the program was able to expand. JSU is
currently in more than 250 schools, in
over twenty-five states, and some
20,000 teenagers across the country at-
tend a JSU club each week.

JSU is addressing a dire need in our
community. Tragically, thousands of
young Jews, whether or not they live in
Jewishly populated areas, have no rela-
tionship whatsoever with their Jewish
heritage, religion or community. This
isolation is not by choice. These teens
simply have not been given an opportu-
nity to learn and see the beauty of be-
longing to the Jewish people. This is
where JSU comes in. Free food brings
teens in the door. A friendly, sincere
club leader makes them feel welcome.
They become part of a social network
of fellow Jewish students. And then
the education begins. Week in and
week out, they are introduced to the
basics of Judaism. They explore four
thousand years of Jewish history; they
struggle with moral dilemmas and gain
an appreciation for the wisdom behind
the Torah’s system of morality. They
learn Jewish theology and philosophy
and are able to respond intelligently to
important life questions. 

JSU participants learn that what
they see on CNN does not necessarily
reflect the truth about Israel and the
Middle East. Though the world works
hard to delegitimize Israel, these teens
get the facts about Israel and learn to
counter the propaganda and negative
images of the Jewish State. Some stu-
dents sign up for NCSY’s TJJ (The

Jerusalem Journey), a four-week sum-
mer program that literally transforms
an unaffiliated teen into a passionate,
committed member of Am Yisrael.
These students become leaders on
their college campuses because of the
Jewish education and inspiration they
receive in their clubs.

The OU is proud of JSU–both of
the teens who participate in the clubs
and of the dedicated staff members
who devote themselves wholeheart-
edly to stemming the tide of assimila-
tion. Our goal is to expand this
program to 150 more schools in places
like Stamford, Connecticut, Mount
Kisco, New York, San Francisco, Wash-
ington, DC and additional parts of New
Jersey. The reality is that when Jewish
children grow up on the fringe, and the
potential they have to contribute to the
tapestry of our people is lost, we all suf-
fer. Finding these teens, bringing them
in, educating them to appreciate the
depth, relevance and beauty of Torah,
and inspiring them to grow and be-
come part of the Jewish community
are responsibilities we all share.

So remember, every time you buy
Tootsie Rolls or Gatorade or any of the
thousands of OU-certified products,
you can be proud that you have con-
tributed to JSU and to building the
Jewish future. g

From the Desk of RABBI STEVEN WEIL, Executive Vice President 
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Featured Speakers

Rabbi Dr. Howard Apfel
Assistant Professor of Clinical Pediatrics, 
Columbia University; Masmidim shiur Rebbe, 
Adjunct instructor, Medical Halacha, 
Yeshiva University

Rabbi Dr.  Aaron E. Glatt

New Island Hospital; Orthodox Union 
Scholar In Residence on Jewish Medical Ethics;  
Assistant Rabbi, Young Israel of Woodmere 

Rabbi Daniel Feldman
Director of Rabbinic Research, Center for 
the Jewish Future, Yeshiva University

Rabbi Dr. Edward Reichman
Associate Professor of Emergency Medicine, 
and Philosophy and History of Medicine
Albert Einstein College of Medicine

Rabbi Meir Soloveichik
Associate Rabbi Congregation Kehilath 
Jeshurun;  PhD Candidate, Philosophy of Religion, 
Princeton University

Rabbi Dr.  Avraham Steinberg
Senior Pediatric Neurologist, and Director, 
Medical Ethics Unit, Shaare Zedek Medical 
Center, Jerusalem; Head of Editorial Board, 
Talmudic Encyclopedia & Director, 
Yad Harav Herzog

Dr. Deena Zimmerman
Director of Education and Research
TEREM-Emergency Medical Services, 
Jerusalem; Yoetzet Halacha (Women’s 
Halachic Advisor) and Director of Nishmat 
Women’s Health and Halacha websites

Located in the midst of the Adirondack Mountains and overlooking Mirror Lake, 

surrounded by tall, majestic mountains, juxtaposed against clear, deep lakes and 

rushing rivers.  A unique destination in a perfect setting!

An outstanding mountain getaway with awe-inspiring scenes around 

every bend in the road.

For further information and registration visit www.torahinmotion.org/medical 

or call1.866.633.5770 

Jewish Medical Ethics
Thursday July 1st - Sunday July 4, 2010   

High Peaks Resort,  in the Heart of Lake Placid, New York

 

 

Connect with Leading Experts at the
2nd International Conference on

Yeshiva University
CENTER FOR THE JEWISH FUTURE

15 CME credits available
This event is approved for up to 15 credits by the Centre for Continuing Health Professional Education (CCHPE). 
The Centre for CCHPE, Faculty of Medicine, McGill University is fully accredited by the Committee on Accreditation of 
Canadian Medical Schools and through the (CACMS) is accredited to award AMA PRA category 1 credits.

Royal College of Physicians and Surgeons of Canada.
Through a reciprocal agreement between the American Medical Association and the Royal College of Physicians and 
Surgeons of Canada, the Centre for CCHPE, Faculty of Medicine, McGill University designates this activity for AMA PRA 
Category 1 credit(s) up to the maximum number of credit hours noted above.
Each physician should claim only those hours of credit that he/she actually spent at the educational activity.
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