By Phil Chernofsky

5769 at a Glance:
Facts and Figures

about the

5769 is a “shanah peshutah,” a
“regular” year of twelve
months (only one Adar).

M The year 5769 will begin on a
Tuesday (Rosh Hashanah will be
Tuesday and Wednesday), which is
the least common of the four possible
starting days for the Jewish year. Be-
cause of the calendrical rule known as
“Lo A-D-U Rosh”—meaning Rosh
Hashanah cannot occur on the first
(alef), fourth (daled) and sixth (vav)
days of the week (Sunday, Wednesday
and Friday)—a year can begin only on
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday or Shab-
bat. The frequency of each of
these possible starting days
in our fixed calendar is 28
percent for Monday, 32
percent for Thursday
and 28.5 percent for
Shabbat, but only
11.5 percent for
Tuesday—i.e., less
than half as often
as each of the
other possible days.

The year following

one in which the first

Seder falls on Motzei Shabbat,

as happened in 5768, always begins
on Tuesday.

Whenever a year begins on
Tuesday, the number of its days is
“normal” (keseder), that is, 354 days for
a twelve-month year or 384 days for a
“leap” year (a year with two Adars or
thirteen months). So 5769 will have 354
days, and the following Rosh Hashanah
(5770) will be on Shabbat. Also, as a
“normal” year, the length of the
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months alternates neatly between 30
and 29 days: Tishrei 30; Cheshvan 29;
Kislev 30; Tevet 29; Shevat 30; Adar 29;
Nissan 30; Iyar 29; Sivan 30; Tammuz
29; Av 30 and Elul 29.

I Since 5768 was a shemittah year,
5769 is the first year of a new seven-
year shemittah cycle.

M The Jewish calendar works in
both cycles of nineteen years, known
as the lunar (or lesser) cycle, and in
cycles of twenty-eight years, known

)

as the
solar (or
great) cycle.
5769 is the
twelfth year of the 304th lunar cycle
and the first year of the 207th solar
cycle since Creation.

M Every twenty-eight years, i.e., in
the first year of the solar cycle, Birkat
Hachamah is recited. This is because
every twenty-eight years the sun re-
turns to the position it occupied when
it was created on the fourth day of
Creation. Chazal used this opportu-
nity to institute a special prayer ac-
knowledging God’s might and His
creation of the world. The date on
which Birkat Hachamah will be said

this year, April 8, is erev Pesach. Not
only is the recital of Birkat Hachamah
a relatively rare occasion that we will
experience only a few times in our
lives, but its coincidence with erev Pe-
sach is extremely unusual. (Some peo-
ple suggest that this has happened
only twice since Creation: on the erev
Pesach of the Exodus and in the year
that Haman was hanged. Therefore,
they imply that the year 5769 will be
very special because of this rare con-
fluence. But through calculations we
can determine that this theory is in-
correct and it is, in fact, the four-
teenth such occurrence.)

M The first night of Chanukah in
5769 will be on Sunday night, so
Chanukah will run from Monday to
Monday. This is the most common
arrangement for Chanukah, occurring
27.9 percent of the time.

I The sixth day of Chanukah (the

thirtieth of Kislev), which is Rosh
Chodesh, is a Shabbat and so
will be a “Three-Torah
Shabbat”: the first for
parashat Miketz, the
second for Rosh
Chodesh and the
third for Shabbat
Chanukah.
M Since
Shavuot will occur on Friday
and Shabbat in the Diaspora, but
only on Friday in Israel, syna-
gogues there will read the parashat
hashavuah on that Shabbat. This will
result in the not-uncommon situation
in which Israel and the Diaspora are
out of sync with regard to the
parashat hashavuah until the start of
the Three Weeks.

B The Hebrew letters that corre-
spond to the year 5769 can be looked
at as rashei tevot (a literary abbrevia-
tion) for “Tehei Shenat Siman Tov—
May This Be a Year of Good Fortune!”

M And finally, in gematria (the
system of calculating the numerical
equivalents of the Hebrew letters),
(5)769 is equal to Eliyahu HaTishbi,
Elijah the Prophet, whose reappear-
ance will herald the arrival of the
Mashiach. May this be the year he
comes! W
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and founding families

These include:

* Penthouses: 5 rooms with expansive balconies

Nofei Hashemesh is a 400-home community being created in the heart of the most

NOFEI HASHEMESH

Upon the Aliyah of its Rabbi,
RABBI SHALOM ROSNER

* 2-Family Cottages: 6 rooms, with finished basements

* Townhouses: 5 rooms with gardens, separate entrance

¢ Villas: Extremely spacious, free-standing, with all the trimmings

e Apartments: 4-5 rooms with Sukka balconies or gardens + duplexes

popular part of Bet Shemesh. Kardan Real Estate and Yesodot Tzur, two of Israel's
leading builders, are developing the neighborhood. Tivuch Shelly, Ltd., is marketing the

project and will be pleased to provide you with more details.

TO VISIT OUR BEAUTIFUL MODEL HOME!
Nofei Hashemesh

m-"u.= * Tel: (Israel): 02-566-2499 -+ Tel. (US): 516-684-9961
T * www.nofei.co.il * nofeihashemesh@gmail.com

CALL OUR OFFICE FOR CONVENIENT APPOINTMENT
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Our neighborhood, committed to educational and learning
opportunities for people of all ages and to being a nurturing
center of Torah values for newcomers from North America and
England, along with veteran lIsraelis, is proud to announce
affordably-priced housing for families sharing our vision.
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