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ost shofarot are made from a

ram’s horn. However, an

increasing number of exotic
shofarot are available from species such
as the kudu, the gemsbok and the ibex.
While some of these “alternative” sho-
farot are quite popular, there are serious
halachic concerns regarding their
acceptability.

The most well-known “alternative
shofar” is made from the horn of a
kudu antelope. Instantly recognizable
by their great length (they are usually
thirty- to forty-inches long but are
occasionally over fifty inches) and their
three twists, these shofarot originated
with the Yemenite community, and are
therefore commonly called “Yemenite
shofarot.” Due to their magnificent
appearance, they are available from
almost every shofar supplier.

One might think that using such
a spectacular-looking shofar would be a
hiddur mitzvah, performing a mitzvah
in the most beautiful way. However,
this is not the case. According to
Chazal, the best way to perform the
mitzvah is to use a ram’s horn, which is
reminiscent of Akeidat Yitzchak, when

Rabbi Slifkin is the author of numerous books
on the interface between Torah and the natural

world.
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Avraham sacrificed a ram in place of his
son, Yitzchak.

The gemsbok shofar is made from
the horn of the southern African oryx, a
type of antelope that is often referred to
by its Afrikaans name: gemsbok. Its
horns are about two and a half feet
long, straight, ridged along half their
length and deep brown or black in
color. They make for novel and striking
shofarot.

Yet gemsbok shofarot are halachi-
cally problematic for two reasons.
Firstly, it is preferable to have a bent
shofar in order to symbolize that one
should be bent in contrition on the
Yamim Noraim, the Days of Awe.
While this requirement is not mandato-
ry (were one to blow with a straight
shofar, he would have fulfilled the mitz-
vah), if one has a choice between using
a straight or a curved shofar, one is obli-
gated to use the latter.

Secondly, according to Rabbi
Sa’adiah Gaon and others, the oryx,
from which the gemsbok shofar is
made, is the “reeim” mentioned in the
Torah. This relates to a discussion in
the Talmud in which several reasons are
given as to why a cow’s horn may not
be used as a shofar. The most famous of
these is that it is reminiscent of the
Golden Calf. But the primary reason

given is that a cow’s horn is termed a
keren, which literally means “horn,” but
which designates it in a different cate-
gory than a shofar. In the same verse
where the Torah refers to a cow’s horn
as a keren, it compares it to the keren of
a reeim. We learn from this that just as
the horn of a cow does not qualify as a
shofar, neither does that of a reeim. It
follows then that if the oryx is the
re¢eim, as many propose, its horn cannot
be used as a shofar. While we cannot
determine the identity of the reeim with
any certainty—some propose that the
reeim is the extinct ancestor of cattle
known as the aurochs—the possibility
that it is the oryx is enough of a reason
not to use a gemsbok shofar.

Even a shofar made of a ram’s
horn is no simple matter. An animal’s
horn is made of a bony core covered by
a keratin sheath. To make it into a sho-
far, the bony core is removed, the tip of
the sheath is sawn off and a hole is
drilled into the hollow interior of the
sheath. But from the sawn-off tip to the
hollow interior is usually a fair distance,
which, in a curved horn, raises a prob-
lem; it is physically impossible to drill a
curved hole. Shofar manufacturers solve
this problem by heating the horn so
that it can be partially straightened and
thereby easier to drill a hole.



1. Cattle horn shofar (nonkosher)

2. Kudu shofar

3. Ibex shofar

4. Aoudad sheep shofar

5. Water buffalo shofar (questionable if kosher)
6. Partially-straightened ram’s horn shofar

7. Fully-twisted ram’s horn shofar

8. Blackbuck shofar

9. Pronghorn shofar. Most animal horns are
hollow and can theoretically be made into
shofarot. (Although some are pasul, dis-
qualified, such as that of a cow.) Horns
that are not hollow may not be used as
shofarot, even if they are drilled through.
Antlers, the branched horns of deer, may
therefore not be used as shofarot since they

Photo: www.sassontiram.com

are not hollow. Although the horns of
pronghorns superficially resemble deer
antlers, they are, in fact, hollow and there-
Jore kosher. However, it is preferable not to
use the pronghorn shofar because it is not
curved.

10. Gemsbok shofar

However, the late Yemenite
authority Rabbi Yosef Kapach writes
that partially straightening the horn in
this way is a problem halachically. The
Mishnah states that one should use the
bent horn of a ram rather than the
“straight” horn of an ibex. But the horn
of the ibex—the wild goat found in Ein
Gedi—is far from straight. Many there-
fore explain that what the Mishnah
means is that the ibex horn is relatively
straight; merely curved along one axis,
rather than twisted in a corkscrew shape

like a ram’s horn. Yet by the time a
ram’s horn has been partially straight-
ened for drilling, it is often no more
bent than the horn of an ibex.

Rabbi Kapach therefore rules that
one should use a ram’s horn shofar that
has not been straightened at all. Such a
shofar can only be made out of a very
large horn, in which one can saw off a
generous amount from the tip in order
to minimize the length of the hole to be
drilled. Such shofarot command
extremely high prices. While not all

halachic authorities agree with Rabbi
Kapach’s arguments, they concur that it
is desirable to use such a shofar, if possi-
ble. Others maintain that using such a
large ram’s horn is not necessary since
most shofarot made of ram’s horns are
sufficiently twisted and are easily differ-
entiated from an ibex horn.

A lengthier version of this article, includ-
ing references and additional illustrations,

is available at www.zootorah.com.
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AMAIJOR PUBLISHING EVENT TOWARD A MORE

K'hal Publishing in cooperation with the Orthodox Union
and through the efforts of many of the Rav’s talmidim, is [JEEEGETES -
pleased to announce the publication of A o, e prayes s
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with commentary adapted from the teachings of

RABBI JOSEFH B. SOLOVEITCHIA

Edited by Dr. Arnold Lustiger
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mankind wil pass before You® like me

The Hebrew Text of the Machzor, as well
as the translation and instructions, is from the
universally acclaimed ArtScroll Rosh Hashanah Machzor.

he Annual Teshuvah Shiurim of Rav Joseph B. Soloveitchik zt"l were

transforming moments for all who heard them. His penetrating insights,

brilliant erudition and fully expounded sense of awe of the Y'mel HaDin,
enabled everyone to gain a deeper appreciation of both the magnitude of the
task of repentance and the path toward personal and communal growth.

This monumental work includes
» Introductions by Rabbi Menachem Genack
and Rabbi Hershel Schachter

» An extensive review of many of the hanhagos HaRav — the
Rav’s traditions in tefillah — delineated throughout the
Machzor and explained in a special section

» An inspiring commentary culled from many of the Rav's
enthralling, penetrating thoughts
This work presents many of the probing thoughts offered by the Rav in his
shiurim, lectures and written works — distilled for the very first time into a
concise commentary on the tefillos of the day.
This Machzor will add meaning and significance to your prayers on Rosh Hashanah and and its messages will

continue to inspire you throughout the year.
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SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY OFFER FROM THE ORTHODOX UNION

For a limited time only, the Orthodox Union is offering a 20% DISCOUNT to the public —
regular list price $30.99 — you pay only $24.79°
Extra bonus: Order at least 25 Machzorim and receive an exclusive bulk discount.
Call (212) 613-8385 for details.

3 easy ways to order:

1. Visit our user friendly website www.ou.org

2. Mail this order form to ShopOU, 11 Broadway, 14th floor, New York, NY 10004 or fax it to 212-613-0788
3. Call in your order to 212-613-8385

PLEASE SEND ME ROSH HASHANAH MACHZORIM AT $24.79 EACH

PLEASE SEND ME YOM KIPPUR MACHZORIM AT $24.79 EACH D e T s
BILLING ADDRESS:

NAME _ ADDRESS

cITy STATE ___ zIP PHONE E-MAIL ADDRESS

SHIPPING ADDRESS:

NAME ADDRESS (NO PO BOXES)

ciTY STATE ZIP

[ CHECK ENCLOSED (PAYABLE IN L.S. FUNDS TO: ORTHODOX UNION) [JCHARGE MY: __ VISA __ MC __ AMEX __ DISCOVER
NAME ON CARD CARD NUMBER

EXP. DATE __/___ SIGNATURE
* LS. orders only. Price is effective until September 21, 2007.
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