


Rabbi Sabato’s Other Works
English readers can now enter the enchanted world of

old Jerusalem neighborhoods in Rabbi Sabato’s latest novel,
which was just translated. The Dawning of the Day (in
Hebrew, Ke’afapei Shachar) is a mystery, but not in the usual
sense. On the surface, the hero, Ezra Siman Tov, is a pious
and poetic laundry presser who rises at dawn and leads a life
of prayer, work, study, family and chesed. But there is a streak
of shame and tragedy hinted at throughout the novel. We are
kept puzzling until the end about the secret suffering that
never leaves him free and overshadows his wonderful family
life. There is beauty and even gentle humor in Ezra’s daily
routine. In Rabbi Sabato’s words, this protagonist “has been
through so much that his soul has grown serene.”

Rabbi Sabato’s non-fiction works include Ahavat Torah,
essays on each of the weekly Torah readings, and published by
Toby Press as Rest for the Dove.6 This book on parashat
hashavua is unlike any other on the topic because each essay is
accompanied by a piyyut, or traditional poem, related to the
theme of the particular Torah portion. While most of us are
familiar with the piyyutim for the holidays, few realize that
over the centuries piyyutim were composed for each weekly
reading! This book marks the first time these piyyutim will be
available in English.7

Whether he is writing about forgotten memories, secret
worlds or the weekly Torah reading, Rabbi Sabato has intro-
duced a new and different voice into the world of Israeli fic-
tion and non-fiction.�JA

Notes
1. A. Becker, “Out of Sight,” Haaretz Magazine, 24

October 2003.
2. The movie Adjusting Sights is in Hebrew and has

been shown on Israeli television and in schools, yeshivot and
community centers in Israel. It is available through United
King Productions in Israel; the movie is in Hebrew, but
English subtitles can be provided. For information, contact
Lilach Adler at 972-3-517-7101 or at lilach@metrocom.co.il.

3. Shira Leibowitz Schmidt, “Memorable Moments of
the Nobel Prize Ceremony, Jewish Action (spring 2006): 12-
14.

4. See “A Conversation with Shuli and Michal Rand” in
this issue of Jewish Action. Information about Ushpizin is
available at www.ushpizin.com.

5. D. Elbaum, “Ma’aseh Beshnei Agnonim Shehayu
Be’ireinu,” Haaretz book supplement, 6 April 2005. Elbaum
criticizes Rabbi Sabato for his Agnonesque style.

6. From the Shabbat zemirah “Yona Matza Manoah.”
7. Rabbi Haim Sabato also has a book of derashot on

the High Holidays, Ani Ledodi, and a collection of essays on
Talmudic topics, Be’or Panaiyich, both of which are available
only in Hebrew. Visit birkatmoshe.org.il to listen to his shi-
urim in Hebrew.
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