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W
ith federal courts forbidding
intelligent design (ID) to be
taught in public school science

classes, one might infer that the courts
have declared that ID is an incorrect
theory. No so. What has been adjudicat-
ed is that according to the currently
popular, broad interpretation of the
United States Constitution, the founda-

tions of ID are too similar to a God-
based religion to allow it to enter the
schools as being a scientifically based
theory. As Federal Court Judge John E.
Jones III stated in his decision, ID may
be true and should continue to be stud-
ied and debated, but not in public
school science classes.

A basic principle of ID claims that
the overwhelming complexity of life in
any of its forms could not have arisen
by unguided random reactions. There
must have been an outside force active
in the flow. A simple example may help
clarify the problem. If numbers inhibit
you, then just take the general conclu-
sion from the following example.

The organic structures referred to
as proteins are the basic building blocks
of life. They are long molecules consist-
ing of twenty different amino acids. The
amino acids are joined into varying
combinations to form chains, each of
which coils into a highly specified
shape. A mutation that inserts a wrong
amino acid into the chain alters the

final shape of the coil and makes that
protein non-viable, and possibly lethal,
to the animal that it resides in. In all of
life, from bacteria to humans, there are
fewer than a million different viable
proteins. A current estimate is closer to
200,000. Mutant combinations result in
lethal bio-gibberish. Since a typical pro-
tein has some 200 or more of these
twenty amino acids joined together to
form its chain, the number of possible
combinations of amino acids in the
chain is twenty to the exponent power
of 200, or in the more usual ten-based
system, ten to the power of 260. That
number is a one with 260 zeros after it,
or it’s a billion billion billion billion bil-
lion billion billion billion billion billion
billion billion billion billion billion bil-
lion billion billion billion billion billion
billion billion billion billion billion bil-
lion billion billion billion. If purely ran-
dom processes were responsible for the
million viable proteins, nature would
have had to discover by chance the
fewer than one million combinations
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