


Two hundred and fifty friends and supporters of
Yachad attended the first-time ever presentation of the
Yachad Oscars last winter at the American Airlines
Theatre in Manhattan.

Yachad, the flagship program of the Orthodox
Union’s National Jewish Council for Disabilities
(NJCD), provides unique social, educational and
recreational programs for individuals with develop-
mental, learning and physical disabilities.

“The show was a hit!” says NJCD National
Chairman Steven Spira. “So many people came togeth-
er to acknowledge the dedication of several outstand-
ing supporters as well as to celebrate Yachad’s ongoing
achievements on behalf of people with disabilities.”

Everyone in attendance received a “Playbill,” list-
ing the distinguished “Who’s Who” in the cast, along
with personalized “advertisements” in honor of the
evening’s Oscar winners. Guests were entertained by
acclaimed klezmer musician Andy Statman and juggler
Cindy Marvell.

To become part of the Yachad family and learn how
you can help, please contact Elaine Grossman at 212-
613-8350 or grossmane@ou.org.

1. Gail and Binyamin Rieder (pictured here with their son, Jordan) received the Young Leadership Oscar.
2. Esther and Jackie Schlanger, shown here with their family, including Tamar (middle), a Yachad member, were

awarded the Family Leadership Oscar.
3. Dr. Jeffrey Lichtman, national director of Yachad/NJCD, presented the Summer Program Oscar to long-time

Yachad supporter Eileen Prensky, after Jenny Kellman (right), a Yachad member, announced the award.
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4. OU President Stephen J. Savitsky addressed

the crowd.
5. Dr. Lichtman presented Martin and Chari

Roth with the Community Leadership Oscar,
after the announcement by Yachad member
Baruch Kinderlehrer.

6. Alan and Chantal Rocoff were awarded the
Vocational Oscar by Dr. Lichtman, after the
announcement by Yachad member Elana Talit
(right).

7. Mr. Statman entertained the gathering by play-
ing a variety of instruments.

8. Oscar winners Martin and Chari Roth were
congratulated by Yachad Events Coordinator
Elaine Grossman.
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